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belonged to them, to his church, and to the poor; all of whom
he threw on the laity to be maintained by them.

LXXIX.

THA.T I may not render the deduétion too long for this
place, I content myfelf to obferve further, that, as this
order of men increafed in outward dignity and riches, to
neither of which they had any other claim than that which
their own ufurpations, and the bigot generofity of {uperftitious
ages gave them, they increafed in ambition and avarice. The
doérine of a future ftate was proftituted to ferve the purpofes
of both; and as foon as they had perfuaded the laity, that the
power of tying and untying, which was given by Crrist to
his difciples, invefted the clergy with a power of determining
in this world the condition of men in another, heaven and hell
became inexhauftible fources of ecclefiaftical dominion and
wealth, and were applied to little elfe. The man, for in-
ftance, who left his eftate to the church, and to pious ufes,
as they are called, completed all the immoralities of his life
by defrauding his family at his death. But the prieft,or monk,
conveyed him to heaven directly, and pafiports for that pur-
ofe, even of modern date, are faid to have been found in the
hands of the dead. The layman, who had a difpute with the
church, ftood expofed to the thunderbolt of excommunica-
tion, which he was prepared to believe did not only feparate
him from her communion here, but would deprive him of
happinefs hereafter; {o that he might be damned eternally for
withholding a tithe pig.
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It was left to the induftry of the clergy to improve thefe
advantages in their {feveral ftations all over the chriftian world ;
and it muft be owned that they improved them to the utmoft
of their delegated power: for being delegated, as extenfive as
it was, it was circumicribed. But that from which it wasde-
legated, and which refided in the feat of this empire, the pa-
pal power in fhort, knew no bounds, ~Cafuifts have taught
that the pope may by the fullnefs of it determine rightfully
againft right™; as if he made things good and juft by willing
them; which is, I think, the prerogative of God, but which
no man, except a cafuift, will affirm to be that of his pretended
vicar. The propofition will found harfhly to your ears, how
catholic foever they may be. But if you confider the practice
of your church, and the pretenfions of your fovereign pontiff,
you will be forced to confefs that they can be fourided on no-
thing lefs than the fuppofition of fuch an exorbitant power as
I have mentioned. There is no duty of natural, nor of re-
vealed religion, nor of ecclefiaftical inftitution com monly
much more refpeéted than cither, from the obfervation of
which you may not be free by difpenfations, in the breach of
which you may not be indulged, or for the breach of which
you may not be flill more eafily pardoned, at a market price;
and this market price was formerly fettled and publifhed in a
book of rates, that every good chriftian might know how much
his favorite vice would coft him. A paflage in the gofpel
fthould have been altered on this occafion, and men fhould
have been taught that it is more eafy for a camel to pafs

# Ex plenitudine poteftatis jure poteft etiam contra jus decernere.
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through the eye of a needle, than for a poor man to enter
into the kingdom of heaven.

A cafuift more modeft,and who thinks himfelf more {ubtil
than the former, may alledge perhaps, for it has been al-
ledged, that the pope has virtually the keys of heaven fince

he has thofe of the treafure of the church, that treafure of

merits which cannot be exhaufted, the merits of Jesus Curist
that are infinite, and that render therefore the reft of the
heap unneceflary being contained in it ; that the pope does
not pretend to remit the debt which the {inner owes to God
on a balance of the account of good and evil a&tions, but that
he pays it by afligning out of this treafure as much merit as
every finner, who applies to him, wants to entitle him to fal-
vation. So father PauL reprefents the dodtrine . . . . “r1i-
¢ compenfa il debito del peccatore con aflegnare altretanto
< yalor del teforo*.” Thus, it may be faid, the pope decrees
in all thefe cafes according to a right which God  has efta-
blithed, and not againft right by virtue of an affumed arbi-
trary, unlimited power. But this whimfical hypothefis, if it
could-be received, would anfwer the purpofe, for which it is
invented, by halves at moft, for there is fomething behind
much worfe than the accufation already brought.

LXXX.

OUR divines, as well as ours, affirm very truly of the
preceptive parts, that tho natural and revealed religion
aredifting, yet the difference between them is not a difference

*® Con. di Trens L. 1.
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