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Was well Lnounh laquqmtcd w nh the general charaéter «

mankind, particular with that of own country-

men, to (.\l yect e b{: as much out of the mu ds of the to-
ries during my exile, as if we had never lived and adted tog
ther. I dcpundad on h(.mrr ioi got by them, and was far from

imagining it poflible that I thould be runt.mbcu ed, vﬂv to be
condemned loudly by one half of them, and to b tau:i‘v cen-
{ured by the gr reateft part of the other ha f.  As for)n as I was
{epar ated from the pretender and his intereft, I declared myfelf
to be fo, and I gave dire&ions for \\ntmg into England what
I judged fufficient to put my frie nm on their guard againft
any furprife LOTLL;.I‘]“]}% an event which it was 111 ir intereft,

as well as mine, that they fhould be ve htly informed
L
L

riol
o

about.

As foon as the pretender’s adherents beg, an to clamor a
me in this country, and to difperfe their dal by circular
letters every where elfe, I gave dire@ions for v'ritinrr into Eng-
land again, Their grou ndlefs articles of ;r‘L‘i 1tion Were re-
futed, and enough was faid to give my friends a {"u]trul ides
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of what had happened to me, and at leaft to make them fufpend
the fixing any opinion till fuch time as I fhould be able to
write more fully and plainly to them myfelf. To condemn no
perfon unheard is a rule of natural equity, which we fee
rarely violated in Turky, or in the country where I am writ-

ing: that it would not be fo with me in Great Britain, I

confefs that 1 flattered myfelf. 1 dwelt fecurely in this con-
fidence, and gave very little attention to any of thofe fcur-
rilous methods which were taken, about this time, to blaf
my reputation. The event of things has thewn, that I truft-
ed too much to my own innocence, and to the juftice of my

old friends.

I'T was obvious, that the chevalier and the earl of Mar hoped to
load me with the imputation of treachery, incapacity, or negle;
it was indifferent to them of which. If they could afcribe to
one of thofe their not being fupported from France, they ima-
gined that they fhould Juttify their precipitate flight from Scot-
land, which many of their fafteft friends exclaimed againft; and
that they fhould varnith over that original capital fault, the
drawing the highlanders together in arms at the time and in the
manner in which it was done,

TrEe Scotch, who fell at once from all the fanguine expe@a-
tions with which they had been foothed, and who found them-
{elves reduced to delpair, were c;l;fy to be incenfed: they had
received no {upport whatever, and it was natural for them ra-
ther to believe, that they failed of this fupport by my fault, than
to imagine their general had prevailed on them to rife in the very
point of time when it was impoffible that they fhould be fup-
ported from France, or from any other part of the world. The
duke of OrmonD, who had been the bubble of his own popula-
rity, was enough out of humor with the general turn of affairs

to




SIR WILLIAM WINDHAM. 5

to be eafily fet againft any particular man. The emiffaries of
this court, w hok commiflion was to amufe, had impofed upon
him all along, and there were other bufy people who thought
to find their account in having him to themfelves. I had never
been in his fecret “hmt we were in England together : and
from his firft coming into France he was either prev m}u‘l upon
by others, or, w hich I mthu believe, he concurred with others
to keep me out of it.  The perfect mdif}}:rence I thewed whe-
ther I wasin it or no, might carry him from a&ing {eparately,
to a& :‘;g;linijt me.

Tur whole tribe of irith and other papifts were ready to feife
the firft opportunity of venting their {pleen againft a man, who
had u)nﬁam] avoided all intimacy wlth thun, who acted in

the fame caufe but on a different punuph: and who meant no
one thing in the world lefs than raifing them to the adv antages
which EhL_\ expected.

Tuar thefe {everal pcrfbns, for the reafons I have mentioned,
thould join in a cry againft me, is not very marvellous: the con-
trary \muld be fo to a man who knmu them as well as I do.
But that the englifh tories fhould fe s ecchos to them, nay
more, that my charaéler ﬂmuld continue doubtful \11 belt
amongft you, when thofe who firft propagated the {lander are
become athamed of railing without proof, and have (ll‘npp\;d
the clamor, this I own thﬂti never L‘\])Lc‘tu and T may be

llowed to {:LV that as it is an extreme furprife, fo it thall be a
leflon to me.

Tus whigs 1mpmchtd and attainted me. They went farther —
at leaft in my way of thinking that ftep was more cruel than
all the otheu—hy a partial reprefentation of facts, and p;u.w
of fads, put together as it beft fuited their purpofe, and pub-

lithed
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lithed to the whole world, they did all that in them lay to ex=
pofe me for a fool, and to brand me for a knave. But then
I had deferved this abundantly at their hands, according to the
notions of party-juftice. The tories have not indeed impeach-
| ed nor attainted me; but they have done, and are flill doing
{fomething very like to that which I took worfe of the whigs,
i than the impeachment and attainder: and this, after I have

{hewn an inviolable attachment to the fervice, and almoft an
S implicit obedience to the will of the party 3 when I am acu-
ally an out-law, deprived of my honors, ftripped of my for-
tune, and cut off from my family and my country for their
fakes.

SomE of the perfons who have feen me here, and with whom
I have had the pleafure to talk of you, may, perhaps, have
told you, that far from being opprefled by that ftorm of mis-
fortunes in which I have been tofied of late, T bear up againft
it with firmnefs enough, and even with alacrity, It is true,
I dofo: but it is true likewife, that the laft burft of the cloud
il has gone near to overwhelm me.  From our enemjes we expe&
' evil treatment of every fort, we are prepared for it, we are ani-
mated by it, and we fometimes triumph in it: but when our
friends abandon us, when they wound us, and when they take,
Ll to do this, an occafion where we ftand the moft in need of their
Ll fupport, and have the beft title to it, the firmeft mind finds it

hard to refift,

i Norring kept up my fpirits when I was firft reduced to the
|t very circumftances I now deferibe, fo much as the confideration
* Ill; of the dt’luﬁ0n§ under which I knew that the tories lay, and the
L hopes I entertained of being able foon to open their eyes, and

to juftify my condud. I expected that friendthip, or if that
principle failed, curiofity at leaft would move the party to fend

! over
|
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over fome perfon, from whofe report they might have both,
{ides of the quthon laid before them. Tho this expedtation be
founded in reafon, and you want to be informed at leaft as

much as I do to be juftified, yet I have hitherto flattered my
{elf with it in vain. To repair this misfortune,therefore, as
far as lies in my power, I refolve to put into writing the {um of
what I fhould have faid in that cafe: thefe papers {hall lie by

me till time and accidents produce fome occafion of communi-
cating them to you. The true occafioni of doing it, with ad-
vantage to the party, will probably be loft: but they will re-
main a monument of my Juﬁihmtmn to pofterity. At worft
if even this fails me, I am fure of one f{atisfaction in writing
them ; the fatisfaction of unburdening my mind to a friend,
and of ftating before an equitable JLI({KFC the account, as I ap-
prehend it to ﬂ'md between the tories and my felf. ¢ Quan-
¢« tam humano concilio eflicere potui, c_uc.um[}ué%is rebus
¢« meis omnibus, rationibusque fubdudis, fummam feci co-
¢« gitationum mearum omnium, quam tibi {1 potero breviter
¢ c.\cponzun.”

o
o
1
1

It is neceflary to my defign that I call to your mind the ftate
of affairs in Britain from the Tatter part of the year one thoufand
feven hundred and ten, to the beginning of the year one thou-
fand feven hundred and fifteen, about which time we }m'tcd I
go no farther back, becaufe the part which I ated before that
time, in the firft effays I made in public affairs, was the part of
a tory, and fo far of a piece with that which I acted afterwards.
Befides, the things which preceded this fpace of time had no
immediate influence on thofe which nppultd ,mw that time 3
whereas the ftrange events which we have feen fall out in the
king’s reign were owing in a great meafure to w hat was dqm,
or nCO‘]LCtLd to be dom, in the laft four years of the queen’s.
The memory of thefe events being freth, I{hall dwell aslittle as

pOiiLuIC
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poflible upon them. It will be fufficient that I make 2 rough
{ketch of the face of the court, and of the condu of the feveral
parties during that time.  Your memory will {foon furnifh
the colors which I fhall omit to lay, and finith up the
picture,

From the time at which I left Britain I had not the advan-
tage of acting under the eyes of the party which I ferved, nor
of being able from time to time to appeal to their judgment,
The grofs of what happened has appeared, but the particular
fteps which led to thofe events have been either concealed or
111if%:.-preﬁ:nted. Concealed from the nature of them, or mif-
reprefented by thofe with whom I never agreed perfeétly, except
in thinking that they and I were extremely unfit to continue
embarked in the fame bottom together. It will,. therefore,
be proper to defcend, under this head, to a more particular rela-
tion.

In the fummer of the year one thoufand feven hundred and
ten the queen was prevailed upon to change her parliament and
her miniftry. The intrigue of the earl of Oxrorp might fa-
cilitate the means, the violent profecution of SACHEVEREL, and
other unpopular meafures might create the occafion, and en-
courage her in the refolution: but the true original caufe was
the perfonal ill ufage which fhe received in her private life, and
in fome trifling inftances of the exercife of her power ; for in-
dulgence in which fhe would certainly have left the reins of go-
vernment in thofe hands, which had held them ever {ince her
acceflion to the throne.

I Awm afraid that we came to court in the fame difpofitions as
all parties have done that the principal {pring of our ations
was to have the government of the flate in our hands ; that our

principal
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principal views were the confervation of this power, great em-
ployments to our felves, and great opportunities of rewarding
thofe who had helped to raife us, and of hurting thofe who

ftood in oppofition to us. It is however true, that with thefe

confiderations of private and party intereft, there were others
intermingled which had for their object the public good of the

nation, at leaft what we took to be fuch.

Wi looked on the political principles which had generally
revailed in our government from the revolution in one thou-
fand fix hundred and eighty eight to be deftrué&ive of our true
intereft, to have mingled us too much in the affairs of the con-
tinent, to tend to the impoverifhing our people, and to the
loofening the bands of our conftitution in church and ftate.
We fuppofed the tory party to be the bulk of the landed inte-
reft, and to have no contrary influence blended into it’s compo-
fition. We fuppofed the whigs to be the remains of a party,
formed againft the ill defigns of the court under king CuarvrEs
the fecond, nurfed up into ftrength and applied to contrary ufes
by king Wrrriam the third, and yet ftill fo weak as to lean
for fupport on the prefbyterians and the other {ecaries, on the
bank and the other corporations, on the Dutchand the otherallies.
From hence we judged it to follow, that they had been forced,
and muft continue fo, to render the national intereft fubfervient
to the intereft of thofe who lent them an additional ftrength,
without which they could never be the prevalent party. The
view, therefore, of thofe amongft us who thought in this man-
ner, was to improve the queen’s favor, to break the body of
the whigs, to render their fupports ufelefs to them, and to fill
the employments of the kingdom down to the meaneft with to-
ries. We imagined that fuch meafures, joined to the advan-
tages of our numbers and our property, would fecure us againft
all attempts during her reign ; and that we {hould {oon become
Vor. I, B too
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too confiderable, not to make our terms in all events which
might happen afterwards: concerning which, to {peak truly,
I believe few or none of us had any very fettled refolution.

In order to bring thefe purpofes about, I verily think that
the perfecution of diflenters entered into no man’s head. By
the bills for preventing occafional conformity and the growth of
{chifm, it was hoped that their fting would be taken away.
Thefe bills were thought neceffary for our party intereft, and
befides were deemed neither unreafonable nor unjuft. The
good of fociety may require that no perfon thould be deptived
of the protection of the government on account of his opinions
in religious matters, but it does not follow from hence that men
ought to be trufted in any degree with the prefervation of the
eftablithment, who muft, to be confiftent with their principles,
endeavor the fubverfion of what is eftablithed. An indul-
gence to confciences, which the prejudice of education and lon
habits have rendered {crupulous, may be agreeable to the rules
of good po]icy and of humz\nity : yet will it hard]y follow from
hence, that a government is under any obligation to indulge a
tendernefs of confcience to come ; or to connive at the propa-
gating of thefe prejudices, and at the forming of thefe habits.
The evil effe@ 1s without remedy, and may therefore deferve
indulgence ; but the evil caufe 1s to be prevented, and can,
therefore, be intitled to none. Befides this, the bills I am
fpeaking of, rather than to-enaétany thing new, feemed onl
to enforce the obfervation of antient laws; which had been judg-
ed neceflary for the fecurity of the church and ftate, at a time
when the memory of the ruin of both, and of the hands by which
that ruin had been wrought, was frefh-in the minds of men.

Tue bank, the eaft-India company, -and in general the
moneyed intereft, had certainly nothing to apprehend like
, what
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what they feared, or affe@ed to fear from the tories, an entire
fubverfion of their property. Multitudes of our own party
would have been wounded by fuch a blow. The intention of
thofe, who were the warmefl, {feemed to me to go no farther
than reftraining their influence on the legiflature, and on mat-
ters of flate; and finding at a proper feafon means to make
them contribute to the fupport and eafe of a government, under
which they enjoyed advantages {o much greater than the reftof
their fellow fubjects. The mifchievous confequence which had
been forefeen and foretold too, at the eftablithment of thofe
corporations, appeared vifibly. ‘The country gentlemen were
vexed, putto great expences and even baffled by them in their
elections : and among the members of every parliament num-
bers were immediately or indire@ly under their influence. ‘The
bank had been extravagant enough to pull oft the matk, and
when the queen feemed to intend a change in her miniftry,
they had deputed {fome of ‘their members to reprefent againft it.
But that which touched fenfibly, even thofe who were but lit-
tle affe@ted by other confiderations, was the prodigious inequali-
ty between the condition of the moneyed men and of the reft of
the nation. The proprietor of theland, and the merchant who
broughtriches home by the returns of foreign trade, had during
two wars bore the whole immenfe load of the national expen-
ces's whilft ‘the lender of money, who added nothing to the
common ftock, throve bythe public calamity, and contributed
not a mite to the .public charge.

As to the allies, 1 faw no difference of opinion among all
thofe who came to'the head of affairs at this time. Such of
the tories as ‘were in ‘the {yftem abovementioned, {fuch of them
as deferted foon after:from us, and fuch of the whigs as had
upon this occafion deferted to us, feemed equally convinced of
the unreafonablenefs and even of the impoflibility of continuing

B 2 the
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_ the war on the fame difproportionate foot. Their univerfal fenfe
il was that we had taken, except the part of the flates general, the
' whole burden of the war upon us, and evena proportion of this ;
while the entire advantage was to accrue to others: that this
! had appeared very grofly in one thoufand feven hundred and
il nine and one thoufand feven hundred and ten, when prelimina-
' ries were infifted upon, which contained all that the allies, giv-
i ing the greateft loofe to their withes, could defire, and little or
i nothing on the behalf of Great Britain: that the war, which had
' been begun for the fecurity of the allies, was continued for their

: grandeur; that the ends propofed when we engaged in it might
| have been anfwered long before, and therefore that the firft
favorable occafion ought to be feifed of making peace ; which
we thought to be the intereft of our country, and which ap-
peared to all mankind, aswell as to us, to be that of our party.

fil Turse were in general the views of the tories, and for the
I part I acted in the profecution of them, as well as of all the mea—
fures acceflory to them, I may appeal to mankind. To thofe
who had the opportunity of looking behind the curtain I may
i likewife appeal for the difficulties which lay in my way, and for
the particular difcouragements which I met with, A principal
1 load of parliamentary and foreign affairs in their ordinary courfe,
_ lay upon me: the whole negotiation of the peace and of -the
bl troublefome invidious fteps preliminary to it, as far as they could

( be tranfacted at home, were thrown upon me. I continued in
the houfe of commons during that important feflion which pre-
ceded the peace; and which, by the {pirit {hewn thraugh the

1 whole courfe of it, and by the refolutions taken in it, rendered the
: th conclufion of the treaties practicable. After this I was dragged

into the houfe of lords in fucha manner, as to make my promo-
FH tion a punifhment, not a reward, and was there left to defend:
' the treaties almoft alone.

[ Ir
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It would not have been hard to have forced the earl of Ox-
rorD to ufe me better. His good intentions began to be very
much doubted of : the truth is, no opinion of his fincerity had
ever taken root in the party ; and which was worfe, perhaps, for
a man in his ftation, the opinion of his capacity began to fall
apace. He was fo hard pufhed in the houfe of lords in the be-
ginning of onc thoufand feven hundred and twelve, thathe had
been forced, in the middle of the feflion, to perfuade the queen
to make a promotion of twelve peers at once; which was an
unprecedented and invidious meafure, to be excufed by no-
thing but the neceflity, and hardly by that. In the houfe of
commons his credit was low, and my reputation very high. You
know the nature of that affembly: they grow, like hounds,
fond of the man who fhews them game, and by whole halloo
they are ufed to be encouraged. The thread of the negotia-
tions, which could not ftand ftilla moment without going back,
was in my hands: and before another man could have made
himfelf mafter of the bufinefs, much time vsould have been loft,
and great inconveniencies would have followed. Some, who
oppofed the court foon after, began to waver then: and if I
had not wanted the inclination, I thould have wanted no help
to do mifchief. I knew the way of quitting my employments
and of retiring from court when the fervice of my party requir-
ed it: but I could not bring myfelf up to that refolution, when
the confequence of it muft have been the breaking my party,
and the diftrefs of the public affairs. I thought my miftrefs
treated me ill, but the fenfe of that duty which I owed her
came in aid of other confiderations, and prevailed over my re-
fentment. Thefe {fentiments, indeed, are fo much out of fafhi-
on, that a man who avows them is in danger of pafling for a
bubble in the world: yet they were, in the conjunéure I fpeak
of, the true motives of my condu&, and you faw me go on

' as
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as chearfully in the troublefome and dangerous work afligned
me, asif I had ‘been under the utmoft fatisfation. I began,
indeed, in my heart, to renounce the friendfhip, which till that
time I had preferved inviolable for Oxrorp. I was not aware
of all his treachery, nor of the bafe and little means which he
employed then, and continued to employ afterwards, to ruin me
in the opinion of the queen and every where elfe. I faw, how-
ever, that he had no friendfhip for any body, and that with re-
{pec to me, inftead of having the ability to render that merit
which I endeavored to acquire an addition of ftrength to him-
{elf, it became the object of his jealoufy, and a reafon for un-
dermining me. In this temper of mind I went on, till the great
work of the peace was confummated, and the treaty figned at
Utrecht: after which a new and more melancholy {cene for
the party, as well as for me, opened itfelf.

I am far from thinking the treaties, or the negotiations which
led to them, exempt from faults, Many were made no doubt
in both, by thofe who were concerned in them, by myflf in
the firft place: and many were owing purely to the oppofition
they met with in every ftep of their progrefs. T never look
back on this great event, pafled as it is, without a fecrét emo-
tion of mind; when I compare the vafttiefs of the undertaking,
and the importance of it’s fuccefs, with the means employed to
bring it about, and with thofe which were employed to ‘tra-
verfe it.  To ‘adjuft ‘the pretenfions 4nd to ‘fectle the interefts
of fo many princesand flates, as ‘were engaged in the late'war,
would appear, when confidered fimply and without any ad-
ventitious difhiculty, a work of prodigious extent. But this
was not all. Each of our allies thought himfelf entituled to
raife his demands to the moft ‘extravagant height. ‘They had
been encouraged to this, firft by the engagements which we
had entered into with feveral of them; ‘with fome to diaw them

into
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into the war, with others to prevail on them to continue it,
and fecondly by the manner -in which we had treated with
France in feventeen hundred nine and ten. Thofe who in-
tended to tie the knot of the war as hard, " and to render the
coming at a peace as impracicable as they could, had found
no method fo effectual as that of leaving every one at liberty to
infift on all he could think of, and leaving them{elves at liberty,
even if thefe conceflions thould be made, to break the treaty
by ulterior demands. 'That this was the fecret, I can make no
doubt after the confeflion of one of the * plenipotentiaries who
tranfacted thefe matters, and who communicated to me and
to two others of the queen’s minifters an inftance of the duke of
MARLEOROUGH S. management at a critical moment, when the
french minifters at Gertrudenberg {eemed inclinable to come
into an expedient for explaining the thirty feventh article of
the preliminaries, which could not have been refufed. Cer-
tain it is, that the king of France was at that time in earneft
to execute the article of Puirie’s abdication : and therefore the
expedients for adjufting what related to this article would eafily
enough have been found, if on our part there had been a real
intention of concluding. But there was no fuch intention: and
the plan of thofe who meant to prolong the war was eftablith-
ed among the allies, as the plan which ought to be followed
whenever a peace came to be treated. The allies imagined,
that they had a right to obtain at leaft every thing which had
been demanded for them refpectively : and it was vifible that
nothing lefs would content them. Thefe confiderations fet the
vaftnefs of the undertaking in a fufficient light.

Tue importance of fucceeding, in the work of the peace,
was equa]ly great to Europc, to our country, to our party, to
our perfons, to the prefent age, and to future generations.

# Buvs penfionary of Amfterdam.

But
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But T need not take pains to prove what no man will deny.
The means employed to bring it about were in no degree pro-
portionable. A few men, fome of whom had never been con-
cerned in bufinefs of this kind before, and moft of whom put
their hands for a long time to it faintly and timoroufly, were
the inftruments of it. The minifter who was at their - head

dhewed himfelf every day incapable of that attention, that me-

thod, that comprehenfion of different matters, which the firt
poft in fuch a government as ours requires in quiet times. He
was the firft {pring of all our motion by his credit with the
queen, and his concurrence was neceffary to every thing we did
by his rank in the ftate: and yet this man {feemed to be fome-
times afleep, and fometimes at play. He negleéed the thread of
bufinefs, which was carried on for this reafon with lefs difpatch
and lefs advantage in the proper channels, and he kept none in
his own hands. He negotiated, indeed, by fits and farts, by
little tools, and indire@ ways: and thus his activity became as
hurtful as his indolence; of which I. could produce fome re-
markable inftances. No good effe@ could flow from fuch a
condu&. Ina word, when this great affair was once engaged,
the zeal of particular men in their feveral provinces drove it for-
ward, tho they were not backed by the concurrent force of the
whole adminiftration, nor had the common hel ps of advice till
it was too late, till the very end of the negotiations ; even in
matters, fuch as that of commerce, which they could not be
fuppofed to underftand: That this is a true account of the
means ufed to arrive at the peace, and a true chara@er of that
adminiftration in general, I believe the whole -cabinet council
of that time will bear me witnefs, Sure I am, that moft of
them have joined with me in lamenting this flate of things whilft
it fubfifted, and all thofe who were employed as minifters in

the feveral parts of the treaty felt {ufhiciently the difficulties

which




SIR WILLIAM WINDHAM. 17

which this ftrange management often reduced them to. Iam
confident they have not forgot them.

Ir the means employed to bring the peace about were mﬂnm,
and in one refpect contemptible, tf*om employed to break the
negotiation were ftrong and formidable. As {foon as the firft
{'L:i'piui:'ra of a treaty’s being on foot crept abroad into the world,
the whole alliance united with a powerful party in the nation
to obftruét it. From that hour to the moment the congref§ of
thuht finifhed, no one meafure poflible to be Lc.l\m was
omitted to traverfe every advance that was made in this work,
to intimidate, to allure, to embarrafs every perfon concern-
ed in it. This was done without any regard cither to duhm(,y
or good policy : and from hence it foon followed, that punon
and 111 mor mingled themfelves on each fide. A great pau of
what we did for the peace, and of what others did againft it,
can be accounted for on no other p}'if*dpic. The allies were
broke among themielves before they began to treat with the
common encm}r. The matter did ot mend in the courfe of
the treaty : and France and Spain, but efpecially the former,
profited of this difunion.

Waorver makes the comparifon, which I have touched up-
on, will fee the true reafons which rendered the peace lefs an-
{fwerable to the fuccefs of the war than it might, and than
it ought to have been. Judgment has been |uﬁui in this
U‘L, as the different l)’lﬁlOP‘a or interefts of men have infpired
them. But tHL real caufe lay in the conftitution of our mini-
try, and much more in the obﬂumlc oppofition which we met
with from the ‘.wllgs and from the allies. However, fure it is,
that the defe@s of the peace did not occafion the defertions

rom the tory party which happtmd about this time, nor thofe
s.ti' rders in the court which immediately followed.

Vor.z1, C Loxg
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Lonc before the purport of the treaties could be known,
thofe whigs who had fet out with us, in feventeen hundred and
ten, began to relapfe back to their party. They had among
us {hared the harveft of a new miniftry, and like prudent per-
fons they took meafures in time to have their fthare in that of

a New govcrnmenr.

Twur whimfical, or the hanover-tories continued zealous in
appearance with us, till the peace was figned. I faw no peo-
ple o eager for the conclufion of it *. Some of them were
in fuch hafte, that they thoughtany peace preferable to the
leaft delay, and omitted no inftances to quicken their friends
who were aétors in it. As foon as the treaties were perfected
and laid before the parliament, the fcheme of thefe gentle-
men began to difclofe. itfelf entirely. Their love of the peace,
like other paflions, cooled by enjoyment. They grew nice
about the conftruction of the articles, could come up to no di-~
rect approbation, and, being let into the fecret of what was to
happen, would not preclude themfelves from the glorious ad-
vantage of rifing on the ruins of their friends and of their
party. :

Tue danger of the fucceflion, and the badnefs of the peace,
were the two principles on which we were attacked. On the
firft, the whimfical tories joined the whigs, and declared di-
re@ly againft their party. Altho nothing is more certain than
this truth, that there was at that time no formed defign in the
party, whatever views {fome particular men might have, againft
his majefty’s acceflion to the throne. On the latter and moft
other points, they affeéted a moft glorious neutrality.

* Hawnmer’s letter,

InsTEAD
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InsTEAD of gathering ftrength, either as a miniftry or as a
party, we grew weaker every day. The peace had been judg-
ed with reafon to be the only folid foundation whereupon we
could erecta tory {yftem: and yet when it was made we found
ourfelves at a full ftand. Nay the very work, which ought to
have been the bafis of our ftrength, was in part demolifthed be-
fore our eyes, and we were ftoned with the ruins of it. Whilft
this was doing, Oxrorp looked on, as if he had not been a par-
ty to all which had paffed ; broke now and then a jeft, which
Gvored of the inns of courtand the bad company in which
he had been bred: and on thofe occafions, where his ftation
obliged him to {peak of bufinefs, was abfolutely unintelligible.

Wearraer this man ever had any determined view befides
that of raifing his family is, 1 believe, a }_n-r_)l_)h,n‘,:z:ic:-ﬂ queftion
in the world. My opinion is, that he never had any other,
The conduét of a minifter, who propofes to himfelf a great and
noble object, and who purfues it {teadily, may feem for a while
a riddle to the world ; efpecially in a government like ours,
where numbers of men different in their charaéters and diffe-
rent in their interefts are at all times to be managed : where
public affairs are expofed to more accidents and greater hazards
than in other countries; and where, by confequence, he who is
at the head of bufinefs will find himfelf often diftracted by
meafures which have no relation to his purpofe, and obliged to
bend himfelf to things which are in fome degree contrary to his
main defign. The ocean which environs us is an emblem of
government: and the pilot and the mintfter are in {imilar
circumftances. It {fcldom happens, that cither of them can
fteer a dire& courfe, and they both arrive at their port by means
which frcqm‘:nt‘i}’ feem to carry them from it. But as the work
advances, the condué of him who leads it on with real abili-

C 2 ties
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ties clears up, the appearing inconfiftencies are reconciled, and
when it is once confummated, the whole fhews itfelf {o uniform,
fo plain, and fo natural, that cvery dabler in politics' will be apt
to think he could have done the fame. But on the other hand,
a man who propofes no fuch objed, who fubftitutes artifice in
the place of ability, who inftead of leading parties and govern-
ing accidents is eternally agitated backwards and forwards by
both, who begins every day fomething new, and carries nothing
on to perfection, may impofe a while on the world: but a little
fooner or a little later the myftery will be revealed, and nothing
will be found to be couched under it but a thread of pitiful ex-
pedients, the ultimate end of which never extended farther than
living from day to day. Which of thefe pictures refembles Ox-
¥orp moft, you will determine, Iam forry to be obliged to name
him o often; but how isit pofiible to do otherwife, while T am

fpcaking of times wherein the whole turn of affairs depended
on his motions and chara&er?

I save heard, and I believe truly, that when he returned to
Windfor in the autumn of feventeen hundred and thirteen, after
the marriage of his fon, he prefled extremely to have him created
duke of NEwcasTLz or ear] of Crare: and the queen prefum-
ing to hefitate on fo extraordinary a propofal, he refented
this hefitation in a manner which little became a man who had
been fo lately raifed by the profufion of her favors upon him.
Certain it is, that he began then to thew a fiill greater remifs-
nefs in all parts of his miniftry, and to affe& to fay, that from
fuch a time, the very time I am fpeaking of, he took no fhare
in the dire@ion of affairs, or words to that ette&, '

He pretended to have difcovered intrigues which were fot
on foot againft him, and particularly he complained of the ad-
vaatage which was taken of his abfence, during the journey he

made
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made at his fon’s marriage, to undermine him with the queen.
He is naturally inclined to believe the worft, which I take to
be a certain mark of a mean fpirit and a wicked foul : at leaft
I am fure that the contrary quality, when it is not due to
weaknefs of underftanding, is the fruit of a generous temper,
= o ; 2 e i
and an honeft heart. Prone to judge ill of all mankind, he

will rarely be {cduced by his ere

lity 3 but I never knew a
the bubble of his diftruft and jealoufy.

altho the queen, whe could net be ig-
d enough to undeceive him.: Butto be

L
O

man fo L‘;‘:fir:‘dﬂg of bei
He was fo in this ca
norant of the truth, {

undeceived, and to own himfelf {o, was not his play. He hop-
ed by cunning to varnifh over his want of faith and.of ability.
He was defirous to make the world impute the extraordinary
part, or to {peak more properly, the no part which he aced
with the ftaff of treafurer in his hand, to the queen’s with-
drawing her favor from him; and to his friends abandoning
him : pretences utterly groundlefs, when he firft made them,
and which he brought to be real at laft. Even the winter be-
fore the queen’s death, when his credit began to wain apace,
he might have regained it; he might have reconciled himfelf
perfeély with all his antient friends, and have acquired the
confidence of the whole party. I {ay he might have done all
this ; becaufe I am perfuaded that none of thofe I have named
were {o convinced of his perfidy, fo jaded with his yoke, or fo
much picqued perfonally againft him as 1 was: and yet if he
would have exerted himfelf in concert with us, to improve the
few advantages which were left us, and tow ard off the vifible
danger which threatened our perfons and our party, 1 would
have ftifled my private animofity, and would have acted under
him with as much zeal as ever. But he was uncapable of taking
fuch a turn. The fum of all his policy had been to amufe the
whigs, the tories, and the jacobites, as longas he could, and to
keep his power as long as he amufed them. When it became

imp-:;ﬁiblc
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impoflible to amufe mankind any longer, he appeared plainly at
the end of his line.

By a“fecret correfpondence ‘with the late earl of Hari-
rax, and by the intrigues of his brother, and other fanati-
cal relations, he had endeavored to keep fome hold on the
whigs.

Tue tories were attached to him at firft by the heat of a re-
volution in the miniftry, by their hatred of the people who were
difcarded, and by the fond hopes which it is eafy to give at the
fetting out of a new adminiftration. Afterwards he held out
the peacein profpeét to them, and to the jacobites, feparately, asan
event which muft be brought about before he could effectually
ferve cither., You cannot have forgot how things which we
prefled were put off, upon every occafion, till the peace: the
peace was to be the date of a new adminiftration, and the period
at which the millenary year of toryifm fhould begin. Thus
were the tories at that time amufed : and fince my exile I have
had the opportunity of knowing certainly and circumftantially
that the jacobites were treated in the fame manner, and that the
pretender was made, through the french minifter, to expeét that
meafures {thould be taken for his reftoration, as foon as the
peace had rendered them practicable. He was to attempt
nothing, his partifans were to lie ftill, Oxrorp undertook for
all.

AFTER many delays, fatal to the general intereft of Europe,
this peace was figned, and the (;'r'li}: confiderable thing which
he brought about afterwards was the marriage I have mentioned
above: and by itan acceffion of riches and honor to a family whofe
cltate was very mean, and whofe illuftration ‘before this time
I never met with any where but inthe vain difcourfes which he

ufed
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ufed to hold over claret.. If he kept his word with any of the
parties abovementioned, it muft be fuppofed that he did {fo with
the whigs; for as to us we {faw nothing after the peace but in-
creafe of mortification and nearer approaches to ruin., Nota
ftep was made towards completing the {ettlement of Europe,
which the treaties of Utrecht and Radftat left imperfe& ; to-
wards fortifying and eftablithing the tory party ; towards fe-
curing thofe who had been the priucipal acors in this admini-
ftration againft future events, We had procceded in a confi-
dence that thefe things fhould immediately follow the conclu-
fion of the peace: he had never, I dare fwear, entertained a
thought concerning them. As {oon as the laft hand was given
to the fortune of his family, he abandoned his miftrefs, his
friends, and his party, who had bore him {fo many years on their
{houlders: and I was prefent when this want of faith was re-
proached him in the }_’J}.;'Li:‘}-‘.‘ﬁ and ftrongeft terms by one of the
honcltelt * men in Britain, and before fome of the moft + con-
iderable tories. Even his impudence failed him on this occa-
fion : he did not fo much as attempt an excufe.

Hz could not keep his word which he had given the pre-
tender and his adherents, becaufe he had formed no party to
fupport him in fuch a defign. He was fure of having the
whigs againft him if he made the attempt, and he was not {ure
of having the tories for him.

Ix this ftate of confufion and diftrefs, to which he had re-
duced himfelf and us, you remember the part he atted. He
was the {py of the whigs, and voted with us 1 -the morning
againft thofe very queftions which he had penned the night be-

#* Lord TrEvOR,
+ Duke of Ormonp, lord AwcLesey, lord HARCOURT,
rorp’s lodgings in St. James’s houfe.

nd myfelf in Ox-
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fore with Warrore and others. He kcpt his poft on terms
which no man but he would have held it on, -neither fubmit-
ting to the queen, nor complying with his friends. - He would
not, or -he could not a& with us,” and he refolved that we
thould not a& without him, as long as he could hinder it
The queen’s health was very precarious, and at her death he
hoped by thefe means to deliver us up, bound as it were hand
and foot, to our adverfaries. On the foundation of this merit
he flattered himfelf that he had gained {ome of the whigs, and

foftened at leaft the reft of the party to him. By his fe-
cret negotiations at Hanover, he took it for granted that he
was not only reconciled to that court, but that he fhould un-
der his prefent majefty’s reign have as much credit a¢ he had
enjoyed under that of the queen. He was weak e igh to
boaft of this, and to promife his good offices voluntarily to fe-
veral, for no man was weak enough to think them worth being
follicited.  In a word, you muft have heard ‘that he anfwered
to lord DartmouTs and to Mr, Browmiey, that one-fhould
keep the privy feal, and the other the feqls of fecretary ; and
that lord Cowrer makes no fCl‘[IlJiL‘ of telling how he came to
offer him the feals of chancellor, When the f&;;'ig arrived, he

i1
went to Greenwich with an affe@ation of pomp and of favor,
Againft his fufpicious chara&er, he was once in his life the bub-
ble of his credulity : and this delufion betrayed him into a pu-
nifhment, more fevere in my {enfe than all which has happen-
ed to him fince, or than perpetual exile ; he was affronted in
the manner in which he was prefented to the king, The
meaneft fubjet would have been received v n
moft obnoxious with an ajr of indi

vith goodnefs, the
fterence ; but-he was e
ceived with the moft c]iHinguﬂhing contempt. « This treat-
ment he had in the face of the nation. The king began his
reign, in this inftance, with punifhing the ingratitude, the perfi-
dy, the infolence which had been thewn to his predecefior,

Oxrorp
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Oxrorp fled from court covered with thame, the objedt of
the derifion of the whigs, and of the indignation of the tories.

Tue queen might, if fhe had pleafed, have faved her felf
ﬂ'om all thofe mortifications fthe met with during the laft
ronths of her reign, and her fervants and the tory party from
mit. misfortunes which the ey endured during the fame time;
;)uhqpk from thofe which they have fallen into fince her death.
When fhe round that the peace, from the conclufion of which
{he expeéted eafe and quiet, b1o11011t ftill greater trouble 11}11,;1
her; \'l,m i.x' {faw the weaknefs of her government, and the
confufion of her affairs encreafe every dly ; when fhe faw her
firft minifter bewildered and unable to extricate himfelf or her ;
in fine, when the negligence of his public condud, and the fau-
cinefs of his private bd havior had rendered him infupportable
to her, and fhe took the refolution of laying him afide, there
was a firength ftill remaining {fufficient to h.uu {fupported her
government, fo have fulfilled in great part the expectations of
th(, tories, and to have conftituted bc* h them and the minifters
in 111(,]1 a {ituation as would have left them little to apprehend.
Some defigns were indeed on i_( ot which might have produced
very great diforders: Oxrorp’s conduct h: ld given much occa-
fion to them, and with the terror of them he endeavored to in-
timidate the queen. Jut expedients were not hard ta be
found, by wmdl thofe defigns might have been nipped in the
bud, or elfe by w hich the pf}iono who promoted them might
have been induced to lay them afide. But that fatal irrefolution
inherent to the Stuart - race hung upon her. She felt too
much inward refentment to be able to conceal his difgrace from
him : yet after he had made this difcovery, fhe continued to
truft all her power in his hands

Vor. I, D No
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No people ever were in fuch a condition as ours continued
to be from the autumn of one thoufand feven hundred and thir-
teen, to the fummer following. The queen’s health funk eve-
ry day. The attack which the had in the winter at Windfor,
ferved as a warning both to thofe who withed, and to thofe who
feared her death, to expe@ it. The party which.oppofed the
court had been continually gaining ftrength by the weaknefs of
our-adminiftration : and at this time their numbers were vaftly
encreafed, and their {pirit was raifed by the near profpe@ of the
fucceflion taking place. We were not at liberty to exert
the ftrength we had. We faw our danger, and many of us
faw the true means of avoiding it: but whilft the magic wand
was in the fame hands, this knowledge ferved only to encreafe
our uneafinefs ; and whether we would or ho, we were forced
with our eyes open to walk on towards the precipice. Every
moment we became lefs able, if the queen lived, to fupport her
government : if the died, to fecure our felves. One fide was
united in a common view, and acted upon an uniform plan ;
the other had really none atall.  We knew that we were out of
favor at the court of Hanover, that we were reprefented there
as jacobites, and that the elector, his prefent majefty, had been
rendered publicly a party to that oppofition, in {pight of which
we made the peace : and yet we neither had taken, nor could
take in our prefent circumftanees, any meafures to be better or
worfe there. Thus we languithed till the twenty feventh of
July one thoufand fevén hundred and fourteen, when the queen
difmiffed the treafurer. On the friday following, fhe fell into an
apaplexy, and died on funday the firit of Augutt.

You dome, I dare fay, the juftice to believe, that whilft this
ftate of things lafted I faw very well, how little mention foever
I might make of it at the time, that no man in the miniftry, or

in
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in the party, was fo much e}:goﬁ:d as.my felf. I could expect
no quarter from the whigs, for I had deferved nome. There
were perfons amongft them for whom I had great efteem and
friend(hip ; yet neither with thefe nor with any others had I
eferved a fecret correfpondence, which might be of ufe to me
in the day of diftrefs: and befides the general charaéter of my
party, I knew that particular prejudices were entertained againft
me at Hanover. The whigs wanted nothing but an opportu-
nity of attacking the peace, and it could hardly be imagined
that they would ftop there. In which cafe, I knew that they
could have hold on no man fo much as myfelf : the inftructions,
the orders, the memorials had been drawn by me, the corre-
{pondence relating to it in. France, and evesy where elfe, had
been carried on by me; in a word, my hand appeared to almoft
every paper which had been writ in the whole courfe of the ne-
gotiation.  To all thefe confiderations I added that of the
weight of perfonal refentment, which I had created againit
my felf at home and abroad : in part unavoidably by the fhare
I was obliged.to take in thefe affairs ; and in part, if you will,
unneceflarily by the warmth of my temper, and by fome un-
guarded expreflions for which I have no excufe to make, but
that which TacitTus makes for his father-in-law, Jurius
Acricora:  honeftius putabam offendere quam odiffe.

Havine this profpe of being diftinguithed from the reft of
my party, o the common calamity, by {everer treatment, I
might have juftified myfelf, by reafon and by great authorities
too, if I had made early provifion, at leaft to be fafe, when I
{hould be no longer ufeful. How I could have {ecured this
point I do not think fit to explain, but cértain it is that I made
no one ftep towards it. 1 refolved not to abandon my party
by turning whig, or, which is worfe a great deal, whimfical,
nor to treat feparately from it. I refolved to keep my felt at

D 2 liberty
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liberty to a& on a tory bottom.  If the queen difpraced Ox-
rorD and continued to live afterwards, I knew we thould have
time and means to provide for our future fafety : if the queen
died and left us in the fame unfortunate circumftances, T ex-
pected to fuffer for and with the tories, and I was prepared
for it.

Tue thunder had long grumbled in the air, and yet when
the bolt fell, moft of our party appeared as much furprifed as
if they had had no reafon to expect it.  There was a perfect
calm and univerfal fubmiflion through the whole kingdom:
The Cuevarrer indeed fet out as if his defign had been to gain
the coaft and to embark for Great Britain, and the court of
France made a merit to themfelves of f"u'opping him and oblig-
ing him to return. But this, to my certain knowledge, was 2
farce acted by concert, to keep up an opinion of his charader,
when all opinion of his caufe feemed to be at an end. He
owned this concert to me at Bar, -on the oceafion of my telling
him that he would have found no party ready to receive him,
and that the enterprife would have been to the laft degree ex-—
travagant. He was at this time far from having any encourage-
ment: no party, numerous enough to make the leaft diftur-
bance, was formed in his favor.  On the king’s arrival the
ftorm arofe. The menaces of the whigs, backed by fome ve-
ry rafh declarations, by little circumftances of humor which
frequently offend more than real injuries, and by the entire
change of all the perfons in employment, blew up the coals,

AT firflk many of the tories had been made to entertain fome
faint hopes that they would be permitted to live in quiet. I
have been aflured that the king left Hanover in that refolution.
Happy had it been for him and for us if hehad continued in it ;
if the moderation of his temper had not been overborne by the

violence
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violence of party, and his and the national intereft {acrificed to
the paihom of a few. ‘Others there were among \i.n torics w
had flattered themfeclves with much greater expecations than
thefe, and who had depended, not on fuch mnvmhy favor
and dangerous advancement as was offered them afterwards,
but on real credit and fubftantial power under the new govern-
ment. Such impreflions on the minds of men had rendered the
two houfes of 1miu ment, which were then fitting, as good
courtiers to k nl*r GEORGE, asever mcv had been to queen . \ NE.
But all thefe |.UD(J being at once and with violence extinguifhed,
defpair {ucceec ed in their room.

Our party began foon to a& like men de livered over to their
paffions, and 1111<rL11de by any other plm(:lph_ ; not like men
fired by a juft refentment and a reaf fonable ambition to a bold
undertaking. ’—”‘LV treated the government like men who
were 1dolu_d not to live under it, and }Li they took no one
meafure to fupport themfelves 'Lgam{’r it. They expref] fled, with-
out referve or Circumil ection, an mrmmda to ]om in any attempt
againft the eftablifhment which they had received and con-
firmed, and which many of them had courted but a few weeks
before: and yet in the midft of all this brave y, when the

ele&ion of the new parliament came on, fome of thefe very
men aé&ed with the coolnefs of thofe who are much better dif~
pofed to compound than to take arms.

Tue body of the tories being in this temper, it is not to be
wondered at, if they heated onc another, and began apace tc
turn their eyes towards the pretender: and if thoie few, who
had already engaged with him, applied themfelves to improve
the conjumf’cur:.. and endeavored to lift a party for him.

I wENT,




30 ROE BT AAVENR TN

I wenT, about a month after the queen’s death, as foon ag
the feals were taken from me, into: the country, and whilft I
continued there, I felt the general difpofition to jacobitifm
encreafe daily among people of all ranks; among feveral who
had been conftantly diftinguithed by their a‘;'crﬁ{n} to that
caufe. But at my return to London in the month of Februa-
ry or March one thoufand feven hundred and fifteen, a few
weeks before I lefe England, I began for the firft time in my
whole life to perceive thefe general difpofitions ripen into refo-
lutions, and to obferve fome regular workings among many of
our principal friends, which denoted a ii::‘hcmc of this kind.
Thefe workings, indeed, were very faint, for the perfons con-
cerned in carrying them on did not think it {afe to {peak too
plainly to men who were, in truth, ill difpofed to the govern-
ment, becaufe they neither found their account at prefent un-
der it, nor had been managed with art enough to leave them
hopes of finding it hercafter; but who at the fame time had
not the leaft affection for the pretender’s perfon, nor any prin-
ciple favorable to his intereft.

Tuis was the ftate of things when the new parliament,
which his majefty had called, affembled. A great majority
of the elections had gone in favor of the whigs; to which the
want of concert among the tories had contributed as much as
the vigor of that party, and the influence of the new govern-
ment. The whigs came to the opening of this parliament full
of as much violence as could poffefs men who expected to
inake their court, to confirm themifelves in power, and to gra-
tify their refentments by the fame meafures. I have heard that
it was a difpute among the minifters how far this {pirit thould
be indulged, and that the king was determined, or confirmed
in a determination, to confent to the profecutions, and to give

the
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the reins to the party by the reprefentations that were made to
him, that great difficulties would arife in the condu& of the
{eflion, if the court fhould appear inclined to check this {pi-
rit, and by Mr. W 's undertaking to carry all the bufi-
nefs fuccesfully through the houfe of commons if they were at
liberty. Such has often been the unhappy fate of our princes:
a real neceflity fometimes, and fometimes a feeming one, has
forced them to-compound with a ‘part of the nation at the ex-
pence of the 'whole; and the fuccefs of their bufinefs for one
year has ‘been ipurchafed at the price of public diforder for
many.

Tue conjundurc I am fpeaking of affords a memorable in-
ftance of this truth. If milder meafures had been purfued,
certain it is, that the tories had never univerfally embraced ja-
cobitifm. The violence of ‘the ‘whigs forced them into the
arms of the pretender. The court and the party {eemed to vie
with one another which thould go the greateft lengths in feve-
rity: and the minifters, whofe true intereft it muftat all times
be to calm the minds of men, and who ought: never to fet the
examples of extraordinary inquiries or extraordinary accufati-
ons, ‘'were upon this oceafion the tribunes of the people.

Tue council of regency, which began to fit as {foon as the
queen died, acted likea council of the holy office. ~Whoever
looked on the face of the nation faw every thing quiet; not
one of thofe fymptoms appearing which muft ‘have fhewn
themfelves more or lefs at that moment, if, in reality, there
had been any meafures taken during the former reign to defeat
the proteftant fucceflion. His majefty afcended the throne
with as little contradi®ion and as little trouble, as ever a fon
fucceeded a father in the poffeflion of a private patrimony.
But he, who had the opportunity, which I had till my dif-

miflion,
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miffion, of fecing a great part of what pafied in that council,
would have t]u‘mght that there had been an oppofition acu-

ally formed, that the new eftablithment was attacked openly
-~ v . r . -
from without, and betrayed from within.

a9
R

Tue fame difpofition continued after the king’s arrival. This
political inquifition went on with all the eagernels imaginable
in feifing of papers, in ranfacking the queen’s clofet, and ex-
amining even her private letters. The whigs had clamored
loudly, and affirmed in the face of the world, that the nation
had been {old to France, to Spain, to the pretender: and
whilft they endeavored in vain, by very fingular methods, to
find fome color to juftify what they had advanced without
proof, they put themfelves under an abfolute neceflity of ground-
ing the moft folemn profecution on things whereof they might
indeed have proof, but which would never pafs for crimes be-
fore any judges, but fuch as were parties at the fame time,

In the king’s firft {peech from the throne, all the inflam-
ing hints were given, -and all the methods of violence were
chalked out to the two houfes. The firft feps in both were
perfeély anfwerable: and to the fhame of the peerage be it
{poken, I faw at that time feveral Jords concur to condemn, in
one general vote, - all that they had approved of in a former
parliament by many particular refolutions. Among feveral
bloody refolutions propofed and agitated at this time, the refo-
lution of impeaching me of high treafon was taken: and [ took
that of leaving England, not in a panic terror improved by the
artifices of the duke of Mary BOROUGH, wWhom I knew even at
that time too well to act by his advice or information in any cafe,
but on fuch grounds as the proceedings which foon followed
fufficiently juttified, and as I have never repented building up-
on. ‘Thofe who blamed it in the firft heat were foon after

obliged
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obliged to change their language; for what other refolution
could I take? The method of profecution defigned againft
me would have put me immediately out of condition to act for
myfelf, or to ferve thofe who were lefs expofed than me, but
who were, however, in danger. On the other hand, how
few were there on whofe affiftance I could depend, or to whom
I would, even in thofe circumftances, be obliged? The ferment
in the nation was wrought up to a confiderable height; but
there was at that time no reafon to expeé that it would influ-
ence the proceedings in parliament in favor of thofe who
{hould be accufed. Left to it’'s own movement, it was much
more proper to quicken than {lacken the profecutions: and
who was there to guide it’s motions? The tories who had been
true to one another to the laft were an handful, and no great
vigor could be expected from them. The whimficals, difap-
pointed of the figure which they hoped to make, began, in-
deed, to join their old friends. One * of the principal amongift
them was {o very good as to confefs to me, that if the court
had called the fervants of the late queen to account, and had
ftopped there, he muft have confidered himfelf as a judge, and
have aéted according to his conicience on what fhould have
appeared to him: but that war had been declared to the
whole tory party, and that now the ftate of things was altered.
This difcourfe needed no commentary, and proved to me, that
I had never erred in the judgment I made of this fet of men.
Could I then refolve to be obliged to them, or to fuffer with
Oxrorp? As much as I ftill was heated by the difputes in which
I had been all my life engaged againft the whigs, I would fooner
have chofe to owe my fecurity to their indulgence, than to the
affiftance of the whimficals: but I thought banifhment, with all
her train of evils, preferable to either. I abhorred Oxrorp to

*FEarl of AncLzsry. Itold the faét to the bifhop of RocHzsTER that night or the
pext day,

Vor. 1 E that
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that degree, that I could not bear to be joined with him in any
cafe. Nothing perhaps contributed {fo much to determine me
as this fentiment. A fenfe of honor would not have permitted
me to diftinguith between his cafe and mine own: and it was
worfe than death to lic under the neceflity of making them
the fame, and of taking meafures in concert with him,

I am now come to the time at which I left England, and
have finithed the firft part of that deduction of fa&s which I
propofed to lay before you. I am hopeful, that you will not
think it altogether tedious or unneceflary: for although very
little of what I have faid can be new to you, yet this fummary
account will enable you with greater eafe to recal to your
memory the paflages of thofe four years, wherewith all that I
am going to rclate to you has an immediate and neceffary
connexion.

In what hasbeen faid I am far from making my own pane-
gyric. I had not in thofe days fo much merit as was afcribed
tome: nor fince that time have I had fo little as the fame
perfons allowed me. I committed without difpute many
taults, and a greater man than I can pretend to be, conftitut-
ed in the fame circumftances, would not have kept clear of
all: but with refpeét to the tories I committed none. I carried
the point of party-honor to the height, and facrificed every
thing to my attachment to them during this period of time.
Let us now examine whether I have done {o during the reft.

Waen 1 arrived in France, about the end of March one
thoufand feven hundred and fifteen, the affairs of England
were reprefented to me in another light than I had feen them
in, when I looked upon them with iy own eyes very few
weeks before, I found the perfons, who were detached to

{peak
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fpeak with me, prepared to think that I came over to nego-
tiate for the pretender: and when they perceived that 1
was more ignorant than they imagined, Iwas affured by them,
that there would be fuddenly an univerfal rifing in England
and Scotland. -~ The leaders were named to me, their engage-
ments {pecified, and many gentlemen, yourfelf among others,
were reckoned upon for particular fervices, tho I was certdin
‘ou had never been treated with. From whence I concluded,
and the event has juftified my opinion, that thefe affurances
had been given on the general characters of men, by fuch of
our friends as had embarked fooner, and gone farther than
the reft.

Tris management furprifed me extremely.  In the anfwers
I made, 1 endeavored to fet the miftake right: to thew that
things werc far from the point of maturity imagined; that
the Cuevaring had yet no party for him, and that nothing
could form one but the extreme violence which the whigs
threatened to exercife. Great endeavors were ufed to engage
me in this affair, and to prevail on me to anfwer the letter of
invitation fent me from Bar. I alledged, as it was true,
that I had no commiflion from any perfon in England, and
that the friends I left behind me were the only perfons who
could determine me, if any could, to take fuch a ftep. Asto
the laft propofition, I abfolutely refufed it.

In the uncertainty of what would happen, whether the pro-
fecutions would be puthed, which was moft probable, in the
manner intended againft me, and againft others, for all of
whom, except the earl of Oxrorp, I had as much concern as
for myfelf; or whether the whigs would relent, drop fome,
and foften the fate of others; I refolved to conduct myfelf fo
as to create no appearance which might be ftrained into a pre-
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tence for hard ufage, and which might be retorted on my
friends when they debated for me, or when they defended
themfelves. - I faw the earl of Starr, I promifed him that I
would enter into no jacobite-engagements, and I kept my
word with him. I writ a letter to Mr. fecretary Sranmore,
which might take off any imputation of negle® of the govern-
ment; and I retired into Dauphiné to remove the objection of
refidence near the court of France.

Tars retrcat from Paris was cenfured in England, and fti-
led a defertion of my friends and of their caufe: with what
foundation let any reafonable man determine. Elad I engag-
ed with the pretender before the party ated for him, or re-
quired of me that I fhould do fo, I had taken the air of be-
ing his man; whereas I looked on myfelf as theirs: I had
gone about to bring them into his meafures; whereas I never
intended, even fince that time, to do any thing more than to

make him as far as poflible act conformably to their views.

During the thort time I continued on the banks of the
Rhene, the profecutions were carried on at Weltminfter with
the utmoft violence, and the ferment among the people was
rifen to fuch a degree, that it could end in nothing better,
it might have ended in {fomething worfe, than it did. The
meafures which I obferved at Paris had turned to no ac-
count ; on the contrary, the letter which I writ to Mr. fecreta-
ry STaNnoPE was quoted as a bafe and fawning fubmiffion :
and what I intended as a mark of refpe& to the government,
and a fervice to my friends, was perverted to ruin me in the
opinion of the latter. Thea& of attainder, in confequence of
my impeachment, had pafled againft me, for crimes of the
blackeft dye: and among other inducements to pafs it my hav-
ing been engaged in the pretender’s intereft was one.  How

well
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well founded this article was has already appeared ; I was juftas
guilty of thereft. The correfpondence with me was, you know,
neither frequent nor fafe. I heard feldom and datkly from you,
and tho I faw well enough which way the current ran, yet I
was entirely ignorant of the meafures you took, and of the ufe
you intended to make of me. 1 contented my felf, therefore,
with letting you all know that you had but to command me,
and that I was ready to venture in your fervice the little which
remained, as frankly as I had expofed all which was gone. At
laft your commands came, and I thall thew you in what man-
ner I executed them.

Tue perfon who was fent to me arrived in the beginning
of July one thoufand feven hundred and fifteen at the place
where T was. He {poke in the name of all the friends whofe
authority could influence me, and he brought me word that
Scotland was not only ready to take arms, butunder fome {ort
of diffatisfaction to be withheld from beginning ; that in Eng-
land the people were exafperated againft the government to fuch
a degree, that far from wanting to be encouraged, they could
not be reftrained from infulting it on every occafion ; that the
whole tory party was become avowedly jacobite; that many
officers of the army, and the majority of the foldiers were very
well affe@ted to the caufe; that the city of London was ready
to rile, and that the enterprifes for feifing of feveral places were
ripe for execution : in a word, that moft of the principal tories
were in a concert with the duke of Ormonp, for I had prefled
particularly to be informed whether his grace acted alone, or if
not, who were his couneil ; and that the others were {o difpof-
ed that there remained no doubt of their joining as foon as the
firft blow thould be ftruck. He added, that my friends were
a little furprifed to obferve that I lay neuter in fuch a conjun&ure.
He reprefented to me the danger I ran of being prevented by

people
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people of all fides from having the merit of engaging early in
this enterprife ; and how unaccountable it would be for a man
impeached and attainted under the prefent government to take
no fhare in bringing about a revolution fo near at hand and fo
certain. He entreated that I would defer no longer to join the
CuevaLier; to advife and affift in carrying on his affairs, and to
follicite and negotiate at the court of France, wherc my f{riends
imagined that T thould not fail to meet with a favorabjc recep-
tion, and from whence they made no doubt of receiving affift-
ance in a fituation of affairs fo critical, fo unexpected, and fo
promifing. He concluded by giving me a letter from the
pretender, whom he had feen in his way to me, in which I was
prefled to repair without lofs of time to Commercy : and this
inftance was grounded on the meflage which the bearer of the
letter had brought me from my friends in England. - Since he
was fent tome, it had been more proper to have come directly
where I was: but he was in haft to make his own court, and
to deliver the affurances which were entrufted to him. Per-
haps too, he imagined that he fhould tie the knot fafter on me
by acquainting me that my friends had actually engaged for
themfelves and me, than by barely telling me that they defired
I would engage for my {elf and them.

L=l =

In the progrefs of the converfation he related 2 multitude of
fa&ts, which fatisfied me as to the general difpofition of the peo-
ple; but he gave me little fatisfaction as to the meafures taken
for improving this difpofition ; for driving the bufinefs on with
vigor if: it tended to a revolution, or for fu pporting it with advan--
tage if it fpun into a war. When I queftioned him concern-
ing feveral perfons whofe difinclination to the government ad-
mitted of no doubt, and whofe names, quality, and experience
were very eflential to the fuccefs of the undertaking, he owned

to
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tome, that they kept a great referve, and did at moft but encou~
rage others to act, by general and dark expreflions.

I rpceiveD this account and this fummons ill in ‘my bed :
yet important as the matter was, a few minutes ferved to de-
termine me. ‘The circumftances wanting to form a reafonable
inducement to engage did not efcape me. But the fmart of a
bill of attainder tingled in every vein: and I looked on my
party to be under oppreflion, and to call for my afliftance. Be-
fideswhich, T confidered firft that I fhould certainly be informed,
when I conferred with the Cuzvavrier, of many particulars un-
known to this gentleman ; for I did not imagine that you could
be fo near to take arms, as he reprefented you to be on no
other foundation than that which he expofed: and {fecondly,
that I was obliged in honor to declare, without waiting for a
more particular information of what might be expefted from
England ; fince my friends had taken their refolution to declare,
without any previous affurance of what might be expeéted from
France. This fecond motive weighed extremely with me at
that time : there is however more found than fenfe in it, and
it contains the original error to which. all your fubfequent er-
rors, and the thread of misfortunes which followed are to be

afcribed.

My refolution thus taken, I loft no time in repairing to
Commercy. The very firlt converfations with the CHEVALIER
anfwered in no degree my expeétations : and I affure you with
great truth, that I began even then, if not to repent of my own
rafhnefs, yet to be fully convinced both of yours and mine.

Hz talked to me like a man who expeéted every moment to
fet out for England or Scotland, but who did not very well
know for which : and when he entered into the particulars of

his
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his affairs, I found that concerning the former he had nothin g
moye circumftantial nor pofitive to go upon, than what I had
already heard, The advices which were fent from thence con-
tained fuch affurances of fuccefs, as it was hard to think that
men, who did not go upon the fureft grounds, would prefume to
give. But then thefe affurances were general, and the autho-
rity {eldom fatistaory. Thofe which came from the beft
hand were verbal, and often conveyed by very doubtful meflen-
gers ; others came from men whofe fortunes were as defperate
as their councils; and others came from perfons whofe fitua-
tion in the world gave little reafon to attend to their judg-
ment in matters of this kind.

Tue duke of Ormonp had been for fome time, I cannet
fay how long, engaged with the Cuevavier. He had taken
the direcion of this whole affair, as far as it related to England,
upon himfelf, and had received a commiffion for this purpofe
which contained the moft ample powers that could be given.
After this one would be apt to imagine, that the principles on
which the pretender fhould proceed, and the tories engage in
this fervice, had been laid down ; thata regular and certain me-
thod of correfpondence had been eftablithed ; that the neceffa-
ry afliftances had been fpecified, and that pofitive affurances had
been given of them. Nothing lefs. In a matter as ferious as this,
all was “loofe and abandoned to the difpofition of fortune.
The firft point had never been touched u pon. By what I have
faid above you fee how little care was taken of the fecond :
and as to the third, the duke had afked a {mall body of regu-
lar forces, a fum of money, and a quantity of arms and ammu-
nition. He had been told in anfiver by the court of France, that

e muft ablolutely defpair of any number of troops whatever,
but he had been made in general to hope for fome money, fome
arms, and fome ammunition ; a little fum had, I think, been ad-

vanced
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vanced to him. In a cafe {o plain as this, it is hard to coneeive
how any man could err. The afliftances demanded from
France at this time, and even greater than thefe, will appear, in
the fequel of this relation, by the fenfe of the whole party to
have been deemed eflentially neceflary to fuccefs. In {uch an
uncertainty therefore, w hether even thefe could be obtained, or
rather with fo much reafon to appldmld that they could not, it
was evident that the tories ought to have lain ftill. They might
have helped the ferment agcnnﬂ the government, but {hould
have avoided with the utmoft care ti 1e giving any alarm, or

even fuf pl(_mn of their true defign, and hau refumed or not re-
fumed it as the Cuevarier was able or not able to plovuu. the
troops, the arms, the money, &c. Inftead of which thofe who
werc at the head of the undertaking, and therefore anfwerable
for the meafures which were pmiutd fuffered the bufinefs to
jog merrily on.  They knew in general how little dependence
was to be pl'u.cd on hfnuun fuccour, but aded as if they had
been fure of it: while t]lc party were rendered fanguine by their
paffions, and made no doubt of fubverting a government they
were angry with, both one and the other made as much buttle,
and gave as great alarm as would have been imprudent even at
the eve of a (mmml infurre®ion.  This appeared to me to be the
ftate of hmrr:; with refpect to England, when I arrived at Com-

mercy.

The Scots had long preffed the CHEvaLIER to come 'trnmmﬁ
them, and had of late {fent frequent mtﬂ.xgts to quicken hh
departure, fome of which were delivered in terms much more
zealous than refpeétful.  The truth is, they{eemed in as much
haft to begin, as if they had thought themfelves able to do the
work alone; as if they had been apprehenfive of no danger
but that of feeing it taken out of their hands, and of having
the honor of it fhared by others. However, that which was

-
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wanting on the part of England was not wanting in Scotland -
the Scots talked aloud, but they were in a condition to rifc,
They took little care to keep their intentions fecret, but
they were difpofed to put thofe intentions into immediate exe-
cution, and thereby to render the fecret no longer neceflary.
They knew upon whom to depend for every part of the work,
and they had concerted with the Cuevarier even to the place
of his landing.

TuerE was need of no great fagacity to perceive how une-
qual fuch foundations were to the weight of the building de-
figned to be raifed on them. The Scots with all their zeal
and all their valour could bring no revolution about, unlefs in
concurrence with the Englith : and among the latter nothing
was ripe for fuch an undertaking but the temper of the people,
if thatwasfo. 1 thought therefore, that the pretender’s friends
in the north thould be kept from rifing, till thofe in the fouth
had put themfelves in a condition to act; and that in the mean
while, the utmoft endeavors ought to be ufed with the king of
France to efpoufe the caufe; and that a plan of the defign,
with a more particular fpecification of the fuccours defired, as
well as of the time when, and the place to which they fhould
be conveyed, ought to be writ for: all which, T was told by
the marfhal of Berwic who had the principal dire&ion at that
time of thefe affairs in France, and I dare fay very truly,
had been often afked but never fent. T looked on this enter-
prife to be of the nature of thofe which can hardly be under-
taken more than once; and I judged that the fuccefs of it
would depend on timing, as near as poflible together, the in-
furretion in both parts of the ifland, and the fuecours from
hence. The pretender approved this opinion of mine. He in-
ftru&ted me accordingly : and I left Lorain after having accept-
cd the feals much againft my inclination. I made one condi-

tion
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tion with him. It.was this: that I {hould be at liberty to quit
a flation which my humor and many other confiderations made
me think my felf very unfit for, whenever the occafion upon
which I engaged was over, one way or other : and I defire you
to remember that I did fo.

I ARRIVED at Paris towards the end of July one thoufand fe-
ven hundred and fifteen. You will obferve that all I was
charged with, and all by confequence that I am anfwe
for, was to follicit this court, and to difpofe them to grant us

b
able

the fuccours neceflary to make the attempt, as {oon as we {thould
know certainly from England in what it was defired that thefe
fuccours thould confift, and whither they fhould be fent. Here
I found a multitude of people at work, and every one doing
what feemed good in his own eyes: no fubordination, no or-
der, no concert. Perfons, concerne din the management of
thefe affairs upon former occafions, have aflured me this is al-
ways the cafe. It might be fo to fome degree ; but I believe
never fo much as now. The jacobites had wrought one ano-
ther up to look on the fuccefs of the prefent defigns as infalli-
ble. Every meeting-houfe which the populace demolifhed, eve-
ry little drunken riot which happened, ferved to confirm them
in thefe fanguine expectations: and there was hardly one
amongft them who would lofe the air of contributing by his in-
trigues to the reftoration, which he took it for granted would
be brought about without him in a very few weeks.

Care and hope fat on every buly irith face. Thofe who
could write and read had letters to thew, and thofe who had
not arrived to this pitch of erudition had their {fecrets to whil-
per. - No fex was excluded from this miniftry. Fanny Ocrr~
THOR?, whom you muft have feen in England, kept her cor-
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ner in it, and Orive TRANT was the great wheel of our ma-
chine.

I tmaGiNg that this picture, the lines of which are not in
the leaft too ftrong, would ferve to reprefent what paffed on
your fide of the water at the fame time, The letters which
came from thence feemed to me to contain rather {uch things
as the writers withed might be true, than {uch as they knew to
be fo; and the accounts which were fent from hence were of
the fame kind. The vanity of fome, and the credulity of
others fupported this ridiculous correfpondence, and [ queftion
not but very many perfons, fome fuch I have known, did the
{fame thing from a principle which they took to be a very wife
one: they imagined that they helped by thefe means to main-
tain and to encreafe the {pirit of the party in England and France,
They acted like THoas, that turbulent Aetolian, who brought
ANTIOCHUS into Greece: ¢ quibus mendaciis de rege, multi-
¢ plicando verbis copias ejus, erexerat multorum in Graecia
¢ animos ; iifdem & regis {pem inflabat, omnium votis eum
¢ arcefl.” Thus were numbers of people employed under a
notion of advancing the bufinefs, or from an affe@ation of im-
portance, inamufing and flattering one another, and in found-
ing the alarm in the ears of an enemy, whom it was their intereft
to furprife. The government of England was put on it’s guard :
and the neceflity of acting, or of laying afide with fome difad-
vantage all thoughts of acting for the prefent, was precipitated,
before any meafures neceffary to enable you to a& had been pre-
pared or almoft thought of,

Ir his majefty did not, till fome thort time after this, declare
the intended invafion to parliament, it was not for want of in-
formation, Before I came to Paris, what was doing had been
difcovered. The little armament made at the Havre which fur-

nifhed




SIR WILLIAM WINDHAM 4

5
nifhed the only means the Curvarier then had for his tran{~
portation into Britain, which had exhaufted the treafury of
St. Germains, and which contained all the arms and ammu-
nition that could be depended upon for the whole undertaking,
tho they were hardly fufficient to begin the work even in Scot-
land, was talked of publicly. A minifter lefs alert and lefs ca-
pable than the carl of Stair would eafily have been at the bot-
tom of the fecrety for fo it was called, when the particulars of
meflages received and fent, the names of the perfons from
whom they came, and by whom they were carried, were whif-
pered aboutat tea-tables and in coffee-houfes.

Ix fhort; what by the indifcretion of people here, what by
the rebound which came often back from London, what by
the private interefts and ambitious views of perfons in the french
court,“and what by other caufes unneceflary to be examined
now, the moft private tranfactions came to light: and they
who imagined that they trufted their heads to the keeping of
one or two friends, were in reality at the mercy of numbers.
Into fuch company was I fallen, for my fins: and it is upon
the credit of fuch a mob-miniftry, that the tories have judged
me capable of betraying a truft, or incapable of difcharging it.

I sap made very little progrefs in the bufinefs which
brought me to Paris, when the paper {o long expected was
fent, in purfuance of former inftances, from England. The
unanimous fenfe of the principal perfons engaged was contain-
ed in it. The whole had been dic&ated word for word to the
gentleman who brought it over by the earl of Mar, and it had
been delivered to him by the duke of Ormonp. I was driving
in the wide ocean without a compafs, when this dropped
unexpe&edly into my hands. I received it joyfully, and I
fteered my courfe cxadtly by it. Whether the perfons from

whom
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whom it came purfued the principles, and obferved the rules
which they laid down as the meafures of their own condué
and of ours, will appear by the fequel of this relation.

Tars memorial afferted, that there were no hopes  of fuc-
ceeding in a prefent undertaking, for many reafons deduced in
it without an immediate and univerfal rifing of the people inall
parts of England upon the Cugvarizr’s arrival, and that this
nfurrection was in no degree probable unlefs he brought a body
of regular troops alongwith him: that if this attempt mifcarried,
his caufe and his friends, the englifh liberty and government,
would be utterly ruined: but if by coming without troops he
refolved to rifque thefe and every thing elfe, he muft fet out {o as
not to arrive before the end of September, O. S. to juflify
which opinion many arguments were urged. In this cafe
twenty thoufand arms, a train of artillery, five hundred offi-
cers with their fervants, and a confiderable {um of money
were demanded : and as foon as they thould be informed, that
the Curvarier was in condition to make this provifion, it
was faid that notice thould be given him of the places to which
he might fend, and of the perfons who were to be trufted. I do
not mention fome inconvenicncies which they touched vpon ari-
fing from a delay. Becaufe their opinion was clearly for
this delay, and becaufe they could not fuppofe that the Cuer-
varLiEr would a&, or that thofe about him would advife him
to act, contrary to the fenfe of all his friends in England. No
time was loft in making the proper ufe of this paper. Asmuch
of it as was fit to be fhewn to this court was tranflated into
French and laid before the king of France. I was now able
to fpeak with greater affurance, and in fome fort to undertake
conditionally for the event of things.

Tae
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Tus pfopofhl of violating treaties {o lately and {fo folemn-
ly concluded, was a very bold one to be made to people,
whatever ‘Lhur inclinations mu‘rilt be, whom the war had re-
duced to the loweft ebb of riches and pov er. « They would
not hear of a dire& and open engagement, fuch as the fend-
ing a body of troops would have i\u,n, neither would they
-ant the whole of what was afked in the fecond plan. But
was imp(}iiibl; for them or any one elfe to for efee how far
ofe fleps which they were willing to take, well improved,

anted

E
!
th

n myht have encout mulf or forced them to go. They ¢
us fome fuccours, and the ve ry thip in which the pretender
was to tran{port himfelf was fitted out by DepiNg D’ ‘;\tr; ANT
at the king of France’s expence. T he_y would have concealed
thefe appearances as much as they could ; but the heat of the
whigs and the refentment of the court of E ngland might have
drawn them in. ~ We thould have been glad mdm.dlv to con-
cur in fixing thefe things upon them: and in a ‘word, if the
late king lud lived fix months lcmmr, I verily believe there had
been war again between England and France. This was the
only point of time when thefe affairs lmd to my apprehenfion,
the leaft reafonable appearance even of pombﬂm all that
plccuicd was wild and uncertain: all that followed was mad
and defperate.  But this favorable afpeét had an extreme thort
duration. Two events foon happer 1Ld, one of which caft a
damp on all we were doing, and the other rendered vain and
fruitlefs all we had done. The firft was the arrival of the duke
of Orvoxn in France, theother was the death of the king,
e had founded the duke’s namehigh. His reputation and
tht: OplIl‘OIl of his power were great. The French began to
believe, that he was able to formand to head a party; that

the troops would join him; that the nation would follow the
fignal
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fignal whenever he drew his fword; and the voice of the peo-
ple, the echo of which was continually in their ears, confirmed
them in this belief. But when in the midft of all thefe bright
ideas they faw him arrive, almoft literally alone, when to ex-
cufe his coming, I was obliged to tell them, that he could
not ftay; they funk at once from their hopes: and that which
generally happens happened in this cafe; becaufe they had had
too good an opinjon of the caufe, they began to form too bad
anene. Before this time, if they had no friendthip for the to-
ries, they-had at leaft fome confideration and efteem. After
this, I faw nothing but compaflion in the beft of them, and
contempt in the others.

Wuen I arrived at Paris, the king was alread y gone to Marly,
where the indifpofition which he had begun to feel at Ver-
failles increafed upon him. He’was the beft friend the CHEVA~
L1ER had : and when I engaged in this bufinefs, my principal
dependence was on his perfonal chara@er. This failed me to
a great degree: he was not in a condition to exert the fame vi-
gor as formerly. The minifters who faw {o great an event as
his death to be probably at hand, a certain minority, an un-
certain regency, perhaps confufion, at beft a new face of oo
vernment and a new fyftem of affairs, would not, for their
own fakes, as well as for the fake of the public, venture to
engage far in any new meafures. All I had to negotiate by
myfelf firft, and in conjundtion with the duke of Ormonp
{oon afterwards, languifthed with the king. My hopes funk as
he declined, and died when he expired. The event of things
has {ufhciently thewn, that all thofe which were entertained by
the duke and the jacobite party under the regency were founded
on the groffeft delufions imaginable. Thus was the project be-
come impracticable before the time arrived, which was fixed
by thofe who directed things in England, for putting it in ex-
ecution, : Tug
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1

Tue new government of France appeared to me like a
frange country ; T was little acquainted with the roads. Moft
of the faces I met with were unknown to me, and I hardly
underftood the language of the people. Of the men who had
been in power under the late reign, many were difcarded, and
moft of the others were too much taken up with the thoughts of
fecuring themfelves under this, to receive applications in favor
of the pretender. The two men who had the greateft appear-
ance of favor and power were d’AGUESSEAU and NoaILLES.
One was made chancellor, on the death of Voisin, from attor-
ney general ; and the other was placed at the head of the treafury.
"The firft pafies for a man of parts, but he never acted out of
the fphere of the law:™ I had no acquaintance with him be-
fore this time; and when you confider his circumftances and
mine, you will not think it could be very ealy for me to get
accefs to him now. The latter I had known extremely well
whilft the late king lived : and from the {fame court principle, as
he was glad to be well with me then, he would hardly know
me now. The * minifter who had the principal direction of
foreign affairs I lived in friendfhip with, and I muft own to
his honor, that he never encouraged a defign, which he knew
that his court had no intention of {fupporting.

Tuers were other perfons, not to tire you with farther parti-
culars upon this head, of credit and influence, with whom I
found indire& and private ways of converfing: but it was in
vain to expect any more than civil language from them, ina
cafe which they tound no difpofition in their mafter to coun-
tenance, and in favor of which they had no prejudices of their
own. The private engagements into which the duke of Ozr-
veans had entered with his majefty, during the life of the late

* M. dI’HuxeLLEes.

Vor. 1. _ G
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king, willabate of their force as the regent grows into ftrength,
and would {oon have had no force at all if the pretender had
met with fuccefs: but in thefe beginnings they operated very
ftrongly. The air of this court was to take the counterpart
of all which had been thought right under Lewis the four-
teenth. ¢ Cela refemble trop 4 'ancien fyfteme,” was an an-
fwer fo often given, that it became a jeft, and almoft a pro-
verb. But to finifh this account with a fa& which is incredible,
but ftri¢tly true; the very peace, which had faved France from
ruin, and the makers of it, were become as unpopular at this
court, as at the court of Vienna.

Tue duke of Ormonp flattered himfelf in this ftate of things,
that he had opened a private and fure channel of arriving at
the regent, and of bending him to his purpofes. His grace
and I lived together at this time in an houfe which one of my
friends had lent me. I obferved that he was frequently loft,
and that he made continual excurfions out of town, with ail
the myfterious precaution imaginable. I doubted at firft, whe-
ther thefe intrigues related to bufinefs or pleafure. I foon
difcovered with whom they were carried on, and had reafon to
believe that both were mingled in them. It is neceffary that
I explain this fecret to you.

Mzrs. TraxnT, whom I have named above, had been pre-
paring herfelf for the retired abftemious life of a * carmelite,
by taking a furfeit of the pleafures of Paris; when a little be-
fore the death of the queen, or about that time, fhe wentinto
England. 'What fhe was entrufted, either by the CHEvALIER,
or any other perfon, to negotiate there, Iam ignorant of, and
it imports not much to know. In that journey the made or

* She ufed to pretend a refolution of turning nun.  She-is fince married to the
duke of BouiLron’s brother, who was too much difhonored by his former life, to
ke {0 even by this {candalous match. re—
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renewed an acquaintance with the duke of Ormonp. The
{candalous chronicle affirms, that {he brought with her, when
{he returned into France, -a woman, of whom I have not the
leaft knowledge, but whowas probably handfome ; fince with-
out beauty, fucha merchandife would not have been faleable, nor
have anfwered the defign of the importer: and that the made
this way her court to the regent. Whatever her merit was the
kept a_correfpondence with him, and put herfelf upon that foot
of familiarity, which he permits all thofe who contribute to
his pl(.‘;-iilli‘tﬁl to affume. She was placed by him, as {he told me
herfelf, where I found her fome time after that which I am
{peaking of,in the houfe of an antient gcntlcwonmn,whohad for-
merly been maid of honor to Madame, and who had contracted
at court a {pirit of intrigue,which accompanied herin her retreat.

Turse two had afiociated to them the abbé de Tesizu, i
all the political parts of their bufinefs; for I will not fuppofe that
{o reverend an ecclefiaftic entered into any other {ecret. This
abbé is the regent’s fecretary : and it was chiefly through him
that the private treaty had been carried on between his mafter
and the carl of St air in the king’s reign. Whether the prieft had
ftooped at the lure of a cardinal’s hat, or whether he adted
the fecond part by the fame orders that he aced the firft, I know
not. ‘This is fure, and the britifh minifter was not the bubble
of it, that whilft he concerted meafures on one hand to traverfe
the pretender’s defigns, he teftified on the otherall the inclina-
tion poffible to his fervice. A mad fellow, who had been an in-
tendant in Normandy, and feveral other politicians of the loweft
form, were at different times taken into this famous junto.

Wirn thefe worthy people his grace of OrvonD negotiated,
and no care was omitted on his part to keep me out of the fe-
cret. The reafon of which, asfaras I am able to guefs at,

G 2 thall
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{hall be explained to you by and by. I might very juftly have
taken this procceding ill, and the duke will not be able to find
in my whole conduét towards him any thing like it: I pro-
teft to you very fincerely T was not in the leaft moved at it.

Hr advanced not a ftep in his bufinefs with thefe fham mi-
nifters, and yet imagined that he got daily ground. I made
no progrefs with the true ones, but I faw it Thefe, how-
ever, were not our only difficulties. We lay under another,
which came from your fide, and which embarrafled us more.
The firft hindered us from working forward to our point of
view, but the fecond took all point of view from us.

A rarEr was fent into England juft before the death of the
king of France, which had been drawn by me at Chaville in
concert with the dukes of Ormonxp and Berwic, and with
monfieur de Torcy. This paper was an anfwer to the me=
morial received from thence. The flate of this country was
truly reprefented in it: the difference was fixt between what
had been afked, and what might be expected from France,
and upon the whole it was demanded what our friends would
do, and what they would have us to do? The reply to this
came through the french fccretary of ftate to our hands. They
declared themfelves unable to fay any thing, till they {hould
fee what turn affairs would take on fo great an event as the
death of the king, the report of which had reached them.

Such a declaration fhut our mouths and tied our hands. I
confefs I knew neither how to folicit, nor what to folicit ; this
laft meflage fulpending the project on which we had a&ed be-
fore, and which I kept as an inftruction conftantly before my
eyes. It feemed to me uncertain, whether you intended to go
on, or whether your defign was to ftifle as much as pofiible all

pafk
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paft tranfactions; to lie perfecty fiill; to throw upon the court
the odium of having given a falfc alarm, and to wait till new
accidents at home, and a more favorabie conjuncure abroad,
might tempt you to refume the enterprife. Perhaps this would
have been the wifeft game you could have played : but then, you
{hould have concerted it with us who aé&ted for you here.  You
intended no fuch thing, as appeared afterwards : and therefore,
thofe who acted for the party at London, whoever they were,
muft be deemed inexcufable for leaving things on the foot of
this meffage, and giving us no advice fit to be depended upon
for many weeks. W hilft preparations were to be made, and
the work was to be fet a going by affiftance from hence, you
might reafonably expect to hear from us, and to be determined
by us: but when all hopes of this kind {feemed to be gone, it was
your part to determine us, and we could take no refolution here,
but that of conforming ourfelves to whatever thould come pre-
{cribed from England.

WaiLsT we were in this condition, the moft defperate that
can be imagined, we began to receive verbal meflages from you
that no more time was to be loft, and that the CuevaLIER
{thould come away. No man was, I believe, ever {fo embar-
raffed as I found my felf at that time. I could not imagine
that you would content yourfclves by loofe verbal meflages, after
all that had happened, to call us over; and I know by expe-
rience how little fuch meffages are to be depended on. For
foon after T engaged in thefe affairs, 2 monk arrived at Bar,
difpatched, as he affirmed, by the duke of OrmonD, in whole
name he infifted that the Cuevarier thould haften into Britain,
and that nothing but his prefence was wanting to place the
crown on his head. The fellow delivered his errand {o pofi-
tively, and fo circumftantially, that the refolution was taken at
Bar to fet out, and my rendezvous to join the CHEvALIER Was

ap-
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appointed me.  This method to fetch a king with as little cere-
mony as one would invite a friend to fupper, appeared fome-
what odd to me, who was then very new in thefe affairs. But
when T came to talk with the man, for by good luck he had
been fent for from Bar to Paris, I cafily difcerned that he had
no fuch commiffion as he pretended to, and that he aded of
his own head. ' I prefumed to oppofe the taking any refolution
upon his word, tho he was amonk ; and foon after we knew
from the duke of Ormonp himfelf, that hehad never fent him.

Trrs example made me cautious, but that which determin-
ed my opinion was, that I could never imagine, without fup-
pofing you all run mad, that the fame men who judged this
attempt unripe for execution, unlefs fupported by regular troops
from France, or at leaft by all the other affiftances which are
enumerated above, while the defign was much more fecret
than at prefent, when the king had no fleet at fea, nor more
than eight thoufand men difperfed over the whole ifland,
when we had the good withes of the french court on our fide,
and were fure of fome particular affiftances, and of a general
connivance ; that the fame men, I fay, fhould prefs for making
1t now without any other preparation, when we had neither mo-
ney, arms, ammunition, nor a fingle company of foot, when the
government of England was on it’s guard, national troops were
raifed, foreign forces fent for, and France, like all the reft of the
continent, againft us. I could not conceive fuch a ftrange
combination of aecidents as fhould make the neceflity of a&-

ing encreafe gradually upon us, as the means of doing fo were
taken from us.

Urox the whole matter, ‘my opinion was, and Idid not ob-
{erve the duke of Ormonp to differ from me, that we fhould
wait till we heard from you, in fuch a manner as might affure

us
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us of what you intended to do yourfelves, and of what you ex-

e@ed from us, and that in the mean while we thould go as far
as the little money which we had, and the little favor which
was fhewn us would allow, in getting fome embarkations ready
on the coaft.

Sin GrorGE Bync had come into the road of Havre, and
had demanded by name feveral thips which belonged to us, to
be given up to him. The regent did not think fit to: let him
have the fhips; but he ordered them to be unloaded, and
their eargoes were put into the king’s magazines. We were in
no condition to repair the lofs ; and therefore, when I mention
embarkations, you will pleafe to underftand nothing more than
veflels to tranfport the pretender’s perfon, and the perfons of
thofe who thould go over with him.  This was all we could do,
and this was not negleéted.

We were thus employed, when a gentleman arrived from
Scotland to reprefent the ftate of that country, and to require
1 definitive anfwer from the CHEVALIER, whether he would
have the infurreion to be made immediately, which they ap-
prehendcd they might not be able to make at all, if they were
obliged to defer it much longer. This gentleman was fent in-
ftantly back again, and was direéed to let the perfons he came
from know, that the CHEVALIER was defirous to have the rifing
of his friends in England and Scotland {o adjufted, that they might
mutually affift each other, and diftraét the enemy ; that he had
not received a final anfiver from his friends in England, but
that he was in daily expeétation of it 3 that it was very much to
be wilthed, that all attempts in Scotland could be fufpended till
fuch time as the Englifth were ready ; but that if the Scots were
{o prefled that they muft either fubmit or rife immediately, he
was of opinion they fhould rife, and he would make the beft
of his way to them. WHAT
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Wiar this forwardnefs in the Scots, and this uncertainty
and backwardnefs in the Englith muft produce, it was not hard
to forefee ; and therefore, that I might negle& nothing in my
power to prevent any falfe meafures, as I was confcious to m
felf that I had neglected nothing to promote true ones I dif-
patched a gentleman to Londom, where I {uppoied the earl of
Mar to bz, fome days before the meflage I have jult fpoken of
was fent to Scotland. I defired him to make my compliments
to lord Mg, and to tell him from me, that I underflood it to
be his fenfz, as well as the fenfe of all our friends, that Scotland
could do nothing effe¢tually without the concurrence of Eng-
land, and that England would not ftir without afliftance from
abroad : that he might affure himfclf no fuch afliftance could
be depended upon, and that I begged of him to make the
inference from thefe propofitions. The gentleman went, but
upon his arrival at London, he found that the earl of Mag was
already fet out to draw the Highlanders into arms. He com-
municated his meflage to a perfon * of confidence, who undertook
to fend it after his lordfhip, and this was the utmoft which ei-
ther he or I could do in fuch a conjunéture.

You were now vifibly departed from the very {cheme which
you had fent us over, and from all the principles which had
been ever laid down. I did what I could to keep up my own
{pirit as well as the {pirits of the Curvarier and of all thofe
with whom I was in correfpondence: I endeavoured even to
deceive my felf. 1 could not remedy the mifchief, and I was
refolved to fee the conclufion of the perillous adventure. But I
own to you, that I thought then, and that I have not changed
my opinion fince, that fuch meafures as thefe would not be pur-
fued, by any reafonable man, in the moft common affairs of life.

* Mr. Lewrs, who belonged to the earl of OxFroRp.

It
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It was with the utmoft aftonifhment that I faw them purfued,
in the condué of an enterprife which had for it’s objed nothing
lefs than the difpofition of crowns, and for the means of bring-
ing it about nothing lefs than a civil war.

ImpaTieNT that we heard nothing from England, when we
expeéted every moment to hear that the war was begun in
Scotland ; the duke of OrmonD and I refolved to fend a per-
{on * of confidence to London. We inftruéted him to :-cp‘;;{t to
you the former accounts, which we had fent over, to let you
know how deftitute the CurvaLiEr was, either of acual fup-
port, or even of reafonable hopes, and to defire that you would
determine whether he fhould go to Scotland, or throw himfelf
on {fome part of the englith coaft.  This perfon was farther in~
ftructed to tell you, that the Cuevarier being ready to take
any refolution at a moment’s warning, you might depend on
his fetting out the inftant he received your anfwer : and there-
fore, that to fave time, if your intention was to rife, you would
do well to a& immediately, on the affurance that the plan you
preferibed, be it what it would, fhould be exa@ly complied
with. We took this refolution the rather, becaufe one of the
pacquets which had been prepared in cypher, to give youan ac-
count of things which had been put above three weeks before
into monfieur de Torcy’s hands, and which by confequence we
thought to be in yours, was by this time fent back to me by

 this minifter; I think open, with an excufe that he durft not
take upon him to forward it.

Tue perfon difpatched to London returned very foon to
us, and the anfwer he brought was +, that fince affairs grew
daily worfe, and could not mend by delay, our friends

* Mr. Ezecuier HamiiTon : he got all the papers by heart.
+ Lanspows gave this anfwer in the name of all the perfons privy to the fecret:
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in England had refolved to declare immediately, and that they
would be ready to join the CuevaLiEr on his landing - that
his perfon would be as fafe there as in Scotland, and thatin
cvery other refped, it was better that he fhould land in Eng-
land ; that they bad ufed their utmoft endeavors, and that
they hoped the weftern counties were in a good pofture to re-
ccive him. To this was added, a general indication of the place
he thould come to, asnear to Plymouth as poflible.

You muit agree, that this was not the anfer of men who
knew what they were about. A little more precifion was ne-
ceflary in dictating a meflage, which was to have fuch
confequences : and efpecially fince the gentleman could not
fail to acquaint the perfons he {poke with, that the Carvarizz
was not able to carry men enough to fecure him from being tak-
en up, even by the firft conftable. Notwithftanding this, the
duke of OrmoxD fet out from Paris, and the Carvarrer from
Bar. Some perfons were fent to the north of England; and
others to London, to give notice that they were both on their
way. Their routs were fo ordered, that the duke of OrmoxD
was to fail from the coaft of Normandy {fome days before the
Curvavier arrived at St. Malo, to which place the duke was
to fend immediate notice of his landing ; and two gentlemen
acquainted with the country,~and perfectly well known to all our
friends in thofe parts, were difpatched before, that the people
of Devonfhire and Somerfetthire, who were, we concluded, in
arms, might be apprifed of the fignals which were to be made
from the thips, and might be ready to receive the duke,

On the coaft of France, and before his embarkation, the
duke heard that feveral of our principal friends had been {cifed,
immediatcly after the perfon who came laft from them had left
London; that the others were all difperfed, and that the

confterna-~




SIR WILLIAM WINDHAM. 59

confternation was univerfal. He embarked notwithftanding
this melancholy news, and, fupported by nothing but the firm-
nefs of his temper, he went over to the place appointed : he did
more than his part, and he found that our friends had done
lefs than theirs. One of the gentlemen who had paffed over
before him, and had traverfed part of the country, joined him

on the coaft, and affured him that there was not the leaft
room to expect a rifing. In a word, he was refufed a night’s
lodging in a country which we had been told was in a good pof-

ture to receive the Cuevariny, and where the duke expected
that multitudes would repair to him.

He returned to the coaft of Britany after this uncomfortable
expedition, where the Cuevarizr arrived about the fame time
from Lorain. What his grace propofed by the fecond at-
tempt, which he made as foon as the veffel could be refitted,
to land in the fame part of the ifland, I profefs my felf to be
ignorant. I writ him my opinion at the time, and I have al-
ways thought, that the ftorm in which he had like to have
been caft away, and which forced him back to the french
coaft, faved him from a much greater peril, that of perithing
in an attempt as full of extravagant rathnefs, and as void of all
reafonable meaning, as any of thofe adventures which have
rendered the hero of La Mancha immortal.

Tae Cuevarier had now but one of thefe two things left
him to do, one was to return to Bar, the other was to go to
Scotland, where there were people in arms for him. He took
this laft refolution. He left Britany, where he had as man 4
minifters as there were. people about him, and where he was
eternally teifed with noify difputes about what was to be done,
in circumitances in which no reafonable thing could be done.

H 2 He
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He fent to have a veflel got ready for him at Dunkirk, and he
croffed the country as privately as he could.

Witest all thefe things pafled, I remained at Paris, to try,
if by any means fome affiftance might be at laft procured;
without which it was evident, even to thofe who flattered them-
{elves the moft, that the game was up.

No {ooner was the duke of OrmonD gone from Paris, on the
defign which I have mentioned, and Mrs. Trant, who had
accompanied him part of the way, returned, but I was fent
for to a little houfe at Madrid in the Bois de Boulogne, where
{he lived with mademoifelle de Cuaussery, the antient gentle-
woman with whom the duke of Orreans had placed her:
Thefe two perfons opened to me what had paffed whilft the
duke of OrmonD was there, and the hopes they had of draw-
ing the regent into all the meafures neceflary to fupport the at-
tempts, which were making in favor of the CugvaLIEr.

By what they told me at firft, I faw that they had been
trufted; and by what paffed in the courfe of my treating with
them, it appeared, that they had the accefs which they pre-
tended to. All which I had been able to do by proper per-
fons and in proper methods, fince the king of France’s death,
amounting to little or nothing, I refolved, at laft, to try what
was to be done by this indire& way. I put myfelf under the
conduc&t of thefe female managers, and without having the
fame dependence on them as his grace of Ormonp had, I
pufhed their credit and their power as far as they reached,
during the time I continued to fee them. I met with fmoother
language and greater hopes than had been given me hitherto.
A note figned by the regent, {uppofed to be writ to a woman,
but which was to be explained to be intended for the earl of

Mag,
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Magr, was put into my hands to be fent to Scotland. I took
a copy of i, which you may fee at the end of thefe papers *.
When Sir JouN ARESKINE came {0 prefs for fuccor, the regent
was prcvailcd upon by thefe women to fee him, but he carried
nothing real back with him, except a quantity of gold, part of the
money which we had drawn from Spain, and- which was loft with
the veflel ina very odd manner on the fcotch coaft. The duke of
OrmonD had been promifed feven or eight thoufand arms, which
were drawn out of the magazines, and faid to belodged, I think,
at Compiegne. I ufed my utmoft cfforts, that thefe arms might
be carried forward to the coaft, and I undertook for their tran-
{portation: but all was invain; {fo that the likelihood of bring-
ing any thing to effet in time appcarcd to me no greater
than 1 had found it before I entered into this intrigue.

I soon grew tired of a commerce, which nothing but fuc-
cefs could render tolerable, and refolved to be no longer amuf-
ed by the pretences, which were daily repeated to me, that
the regent had entertained perfonal prejudices againft me, and
that he was infenfibly, and by degrees, to be dipped in our
meafures; that both thefe things required time, but that the
would certainly be brought about, and that we fhould then
be able to anfwer all the expetations of the Englifh and
the Scotch: The firft of thefe pretences contained a faé,
which I could hardly perfuade myfelf to be true, becaufe I
knew very certainly, that I had never given his royal highnefs
the leaft occafion for fuch prejudices: the {fecond was a work
which might {pin out into a great and uncertain length. I took
my refolution to drive what related to my felf to an immedi-
ate explanation, and what related to others to an immediate
decifion, not to fuffer any excufe for doing nothing to be
founded on my condudt, nor the falvation, if I could hinder

% This note has nat been found among the author’s papers. :
it,
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it, of fo many gallant men as were in arms in Scotland, to reft
on the fuccefs of fuch womanith projeds. I fhall tell you
what 1 did on the firft head now, and what I did on the fe-
cond hereafter in it’s proper place.

Tue fact, which it was faid the regent laid to my charge,
was a correfpondence with lord Srar, and having been one
night athis houfe, from whence I did not retire till three in
the morning. As foon as I got hold of this, I defired the
marfhal of Berwic to go to him. The marfhal told him from
me, that I had been extremely concerned, to hear in general,
that Ilay under his difpleafure; that a ftory, which it was faid
he believed, had been related to me; thatIexpected the juftice
which he could deny to noman of having the accufation prov-
ed, in which cafe I was contented to pals for the laft of hu-
man kind, or of being juftified if it éould not be proved.
He anfwered, that fuch a ftory had been related to him by
fuch perfons as he thought would not have deceived him; that
he had been fince convinced, that it was falfe, and that I fhould
be fatisfied of his regard for me: but that he muft own he was
very uneafy to find, that I, who could apply to him through
the marfhal p’HuxzrLzs, could chufe to treat with Mrs. Tran',
and the reft; for he named all the cabal, except his fecreta-
ry, whom I had never met at mademoifelle G AUssEry’s. He
added, that thefe people teifed him, at my inftigation, to death,
and that they were not fit to be trufted with any bufinefs, He
applied to fome of them the {evereft epithets. The marfhal of
Berwic replied, that he was fure T {hould receive the whole
of what he had been pleafed to fay with the greateft fatisfacti-
on; that I had treated with thefe perfons much againft my
will; and finally, that if his royal highnefs would not employ
them, he was fure I would never apply to them. In a con-
verfation which I had, not long after with him, he {poke to

me
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me in much the fame terms as he had done to the marfhal. 1
went from him very ill edified as to his intentions of doing any
thing in favor of the CHEVALIER; but I carried away with
me this fatisfacion, that he had affigned me, from his own
mouth, the perfon through whom I fhould make my applica-
tions to him, and through whom I fhould depend on receiving
his anfivers ; that he had difavowed all the little politic clubs
y s »
and had commanded me to have no more to do with them.

Berore I refume the thread of my narration, give me leave
to make fome refleGion upon what I have been laft faying to
you. When I met with the duke of Ormonp at his return
from the coaft, he thought himfelf obliged to fay fomething to
excufe his keeping me out of a fecret, which during his ablence
I had been let into. His excufe was, that the regent had ex-
acted from him that I fhould know nothing of the matter.
You will obferve, that the account which I have given you
feems to contradi& this affertion of his grace, fince it is hard
to fuppofe, that if the regent had exaed that I thould be kept
out of the fecret, thefe women would have dared to have let me
into it; and fince it is ftill harder to fuppofe, that the regent
would make this exprefs condition with the duke of Ormonb,
and the moment the duke’s back was turned, would fuffer
thefe women to teife him from me, and to bring me anfwers
from him. I am, however, far from taxing the duke with af-
firming an untruth. I believe the regent did make fuch a con-
dition with him, and I will tell you how I underftand all this
litle management, which will explain a great deal to you.
This prince, with wit and valor, has joined all the irrelolution
of temper poflible, and is, perhaps, the man in the world the
leaft capable of faying no to your face. From henceit happen-
ed, that thefe women, like multitudes of other people, forced
him to fay and do enough to give them the air of having credit

with
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with him, and of being trufted by him. This drew in the duke
of OrMonD, who is not, I dare fay, as yet undeceived. The re-
gent never intended from the firft, to do any thing, even indi-
re@ly, in favor of the jacobite caufe. His intereft was plainly on
the other fide, and he faw it. But then, the fame weaknefs in
his chara&er carried him, as it would have done his great uncle
Gaston in the fame cafe, to keep meafures with the Curva-
LiEr. His double trimming character prevailed on him to talk
with the duke of Ormonp: but it carried him no farther. I
queftion not but he did on this occafion, what you muft have ob-
ferved many men to do. We not only endeavor to impofe on
the world, but even on ourfelves. We difguife our weaknefs,
and work up in our minds an opinion that the meafure which
we fall into by the natural or habitual imperfe&ion of our
charadter, is the effe@ of a principle of prudence, or of fome
other virtue. Thus the regent, who faw the duke of OrMmonp,
becaufe he could not refift the importunity of Orrve Tranr,
and who gave hopes to the duke, becaufe he can refufe no bo-
dy, made himfelf believe that it was a great ftrain of policy to
blow up the fire, and to keep Britain embroiled. I am per-
fuaded that I do not err in judging that he thought in this
manner; and here I fix the reafon of his excluding me out
of the commerce which he had with the duke of OrMmonb,
of his affeéting a perfonal diflike of me, and of his avoidin

any correfpondence with e upon thefe matters; till I forced
mylelf in a manner upon him, and he could not keep me any
longer at a diftance without departing from his frft principle,
that of keeping meafures with every body. He then threw
me, or let me flide, if you will, into the hands of thefe wo-
men, and when he found that [ prefled him hard that way too,
he took me out of their hands and put me back again into the
proper channel of bufinefs, where I had not been long, as you
will fee by and by, before the fcene of amufement was finithed.

Sir
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Srz Toun Arzsking told me, when he came from the firft
audience that he had of his royal highnefs, that he put him
in mind of the encouragement which he had given the earl of
Mar to take arms. I never heard any thing of this kind, but
what Sir Jonw let drop to me, If the faé be true, you fee
that the fcotch general had been amufed by him with a wit-
nefs. The englifh general was {o in his turn, and while
this was doing, the regent might think it beft to have him
to himfelf. Four eyes comprehend more objects than two,
and T was a little better acquainted with the characters of peo-
ple, and the mafs of the country, than the duke, tho this
court had been at firft a ftrange country to me in comparifon
of the former.

AN infinity of little circumftances concurred to make me
form this opinion, fome of which are better felt than explain-
ed, and many of which are not prefent to my memory. That
which had the greateft weight with me, and which is, I think,
decifive, Iwill mention. At the very time when it is pretend-
ed, that the regent treated with the duke of Ormonbp, on the
exprefs condition that I thould know nothing of the matter;
two * perfons of the firft rank and greateft credit in this court,
when I made the moft prefling inftances to them in favor of
the CurvaLier, threw outin converfation to me, that I fhould
attach myfelf to the duke of OrLEANS, that in my circumf{tances
I might want him, and that he might have occafion for me.
Something was intimated of penfions, and eftablithment, and
of making my peace at home. I would not underftand this
language, becaufe I would not break with the people who held

* Marfhal @Huvxsres, marfhal @ErriaT: twenty five thoufand pound offered
by the laft.

Vor:  E 1 it)
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it: and when they faw that I would not take the hints, they
ceafed to give them.

I rancy that you fee by this time the motives of the regent’s
conduct. I am not, I confefs, able to explain to you thofe
of the duke of Ormonp’s: I cannot fo much as guefs at
them. When he came into France I was careful to f{hew
him all the friendfhip, and all the refpect poffible. My
friends were his, my purfe was his, and even my bed was
his. T went further, I did all thofe things which touch moft
fenfibly people who have been ufed to pomp. I made my
court to him, and haunted his levee with affiduity. In re-
turn to this behavior, which was the pure effe& of my good
will, and which no duty that I owed his grace, 1o obligation
that I had to him, impofed upon me; 1 have great reafon to
{ufpet, that he went at leaft half way in all that was faid or
done againft me. He threw himfelf blindly into the fnare
which was laid for him, and inftead of hindring, as he and
I, in concert, might have done, thofe affairs from languifhing,
in the manner they did feveral months, he furnithed this court
with an excufe for not treating with me, tll it was too
late to play even a faving game; and he neither drove the
regent to aflift the Cusvavrier, nor to declare that he
would not affift him; tho it was fatal to the caufe in ge-
neral, and to the Scotch in particular, not to bring one of
the two about.

It was Chriftmas one thoufand feven hundred and fifteen
before the Cuevavrirr failed for Scotland.  The battle of Dun-
blain had been fought, the bufinefs of Prefton was over : there
remained not the leaft room to expect any commotion in his
favor among the Englith; and many of the Scotch, who had
declared for him, began to grow cool in the caufe. No pro-

{pet
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fpeé of fuccefs could engage him in this expedition, but it
was become neceflary for his reputation. The Scotch on one
fide {pared not to reproach him, I think unjuftly, for his de-
lay; and the French on the other were extremely eager to
have him gone. Some of thofe who knew little of britifh af-
fairs imagined, that his prelence would produce miraculous
cffe@s. You muft not be {urprifed at this, As near neighbours
as we are, ninety nine in an hundred among the French are
as little acquainted with the infide of our ifland as with that
of Japan. Others of them were uneafy to fee him fkulking
about in France, and to be told of it every hour by the earl
of Starr.  Others again imagined, that he might do their bu-
finefs by going into Scotland, tho he fhould not do hisown:
that is, they Hattered themfelves, that he might keep a war
for fome time alive, which would employ the whole atten-
tion of our government; and for the event of which they
had very little concern.  Unable from their natural temper,
as well as their habits, to be true to any principle, “they thought
and adted in this manner, whilft they affeéted the’ greateft
friend(hip to the king, and whilft they really did defire to en-
ter into new and more intimate engagements with him. Whilit
the pretender continued in France they could neither avow
him nor favor his caufe: if he once fet his foot on Scotch
ground, they gave hopes of indiret affiftance: andif he could
maintain himfelf in any corner of the ifland, they could
look 'upon him, * it was faid, asaking, This was their Jan-
guage to us. To the britith minifter they denied, they
forfwore, they renounced; and yet the + man of the beft head
in all their councils, being afked by lord Starr what they in-
tended to do, anfwered before he was aware, that they pre:
* Difcourfe of Abbé I’EstrEEs, afterwards archbithop of Cambray.
+ Mar, d’"HuxeLLzs.

I 2 tended
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tended to be neuters, T leave you to judge, how this {lip
was taken up.

As foon as I received advice that the Curvarier was failed
from Dunkirk, I renewed, I redoubled all my applications.
I neglected no means, I forgot no argument which my un-
derftanding could fuggeft to me. What the duke of Ornonb
refted upon, you have feen already; and I doubt very much
whether lord Mar, if he had been here in my place, would have
been able to employ meafures more effetual than thofe which
I made ufe of. I may, without any imputation of arrogance,
compare my felf on this occafion with his lordfhip, fince there
was nothing in the management of this affair above my de-
gree of capacity; nothing equal, either in extent or difficul-
ty, to the bufinels which he was a fpeéator of, and which I
carried on, when we were {ecretaries of ftate together under
the late queen.

The king of France, who was not able to furnith the pre-
tender with money himfelf, had writ fome time before his
death to his grandfon, and had obtained a promife of four
hundred thoufand crowns from the king of Spain. A fmall
part of this fum had been received by the queen’s treafurer at
St. Germain’s, and had been either fent to Scotland or em-
ployed to defray the expences which were daily making on
the coaft. I prefed the {panith ambaffador at Paris, I folicit
ed, by Lawress, Arseront at Madrid; and 1 found * an-
other more private and more promifing way of applying to
him. I took care to have a number of officers picked out
of the irith troops, which ferve in that country ; - their routs
were given them, and I fent a fhip to reccive and tranfport
them. The money came in fo flowly and in fuch trifling

* Marquis MonT1,
{ums,
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fums, that it turned to little account, and the officers were on
their way when the CHEVALIER returned from Scotland.

Ix the fummer, endeavors had been ufed to prevail on the
king of Sweden to tranfport from Gottenburg, the troops he
had in that neighbourhood into Scotland, or into the north
of England. He had excufed himfelf, not becaufe he difliked
the propofition, which on the contrary he thought agreeable to
his intereft : but for reafons of another kind. Firlt, becaufe
the troops at hand for this fervice confifted in horfe, not in
foot which had been afked, and which were alone proper for
fuch an expedition : {econdly, becaufe a declaration of this fort
might turn the proteﬁant princes of the empire, from whofe
offices he had ftill fome profpect of afliftance, againft him:
and thirdly, becaufe altho he knew that the king of Great Bri-
tain was his enemy, yetthey were not in war together, nor had
the latter acted yet a while openly enough againft him to juftify
fuch a rupture. At the time I am {peaking of, thefe reafons
were removed by the king of Sweden’s being beat out of the
empire, by the little confequence which his management of
the prott-ﬁemt princes was to him, and by the declaration of war
which the king as cleGtor of Hanover made. I took up this
negotiation therefore again, The regent appeared to come
into it. He fpoke fair to the baron de Spar, who preffed him
on his fide, as I prefled him on mine, and promifed befides
the arrears of the {fubfidy due to the Swedes, an immediate ad-
vance of fifty thoufand crowns for the enterprile on Britain.
Hc kept the officer who was to be difpatched I know not how
long booted ; {ometimes on pretence, that in the low ftate of
his credit he could not find bills of exchange for the fum, and
fometimes on other pretences, and by thefe delays he evaded
his promife. The French were very frank in declaring, that
they could give us no money, and that they would give us no

troops.
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troops. Arms, ammunition and connivance, they made us
hope for. The latter in fome degree we might have had, per=
haps; but to what purpofe was it to connive, when by a multi-
tude of little tricks they avoided turnithing us with arms and
ammunition, and when they knew that we were utterly unable
to furnith ourfelves with them? T had formed the defign of
engaging french privateers in the pretender’s fervice. The
were to have carried whatever we fhould have had to fend to
any part of Britain in their firft voyage, and after that, to have
cruifed under his commiffion. I had actually agreed for fome,
and it was in my power to have made the fame bargains with
others. Sweden on one fide, and Scotland on the other, would
have afforded them retreats: and if the war had been kept up
in any part of the mountains, I conceive the execution of this
defign would have been of the greateft advantage to the pre-
tender. It failed, becaufe no other part of the work went on.
He was not above fix weeks in his fcotch expedition, and thefe
were the things I endeavored to bring to bear in his abfence, 1
had no great opinion of my {uccefs before he went; but when
he had made the laft ftep which it was in his power to make, I
refolved to fuffer neither him nor the Scotch to be any longer
bubbles of their own credulity, and of the fcandalous artifice of
this court. It would be tedious to enter into a longer narrative
of all the ufelefs pains I took. To conclude therefore; in a
converfation which I had with the M. d'Huxerrzs, I took
occafion to declare, that I would not be the inftrument of
amufing the Scotch; and that fince I was able to do them
no fervice, Iwould at leaft inform them, that they muft flateer
themfelves no longer with hopes of fuccour from France. I
added, that I would fend them veflels, which with thofe al-
ready on the coaft of Scotland, might ferve to bring off the pre-
tender, the earl of Mar, and as many others as poflible. The
marfhal approved my refolution, and advifed me to execute it
as
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as the only thing which was left to do. On this occafion he thew-
ed no referve, he was very explicite, and yet in this very point
of time, the promife of an order was obtained, or pretended to
be obtained from the regent, for delivering thofe ftores of arms
and ammunition which belonged to the CurvALIER, and which
had been put into the french magazines, when Sir GeorGe ByNe
came to Havre. CasTsL Branco is a Spaniard who married
a daughter of lord MELFORD, and who under that title fet up
for a medler in englifh bufinefs, T cannot juttly tell whether
the honor of obtaining this promife was afcribed to him, to the
junto in the bois de Boulogne, or to any one elfe. T {fuppofe
they all affumed a fhare of the merit. The project. was, that
thefe ftores thould be delivered to CasTer Branco; that he
fhould enter into a recognifance to carry them to Spain, and
from thence to the weft Indies, that I fhould provide a veffel
for this purpofe, which he fhould appear to hire or buy ; and
that when fhe was at fea the fhould fail direétly for Scotland.
You cannot believe that I reckoned much on the effeét of this
order: but accuftomed to concur in meafures, the inutility of
which I faw evidently enough, I concurred in this likewife.
The neceflary care was taken, and in a fortnight’s time the {hip
was ready to fail, and no fufpicion of her belonging to the Cre-
varLiEr, or of her deftination, was gone abroad.

As this event made no alteration in my opinion, it made
none in the difpatches which 1 prepareci and fent to Scotland.
In them I gave an account of what was in negotiation. I ex-
plained to him what might be hoped for in time, if he was
able to maintain himfelf in the mountains without the fuccours
he demanded from France.  But from France I told him plain~
ly, that it was in vain to expect the leaft part of them. In
fhort, I concealed nothing from him. This was all 1 could

do to put the CuevaLizr and his council in a condition to judge
what
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what meafures to take: but thefe difpatches never came to his
hands. He was failed from Scotland juit before the gentleman,
whom I fent, arrived on the coaft. ~He landed at Graveline
about the twenty fecond of February, and the firft orders he
gave, were to ftop all the veflels which were going on his account
to the country from whence he came.

I saw him the morning after his arrival at St. Germain’s, and
he received me with open arms. I had been, as foon aswe heard
of his return, to acquaint the french court with it, They were
not a little uneafy, and the firft thing which the M. d'HuxrLLzs
faid to me upon it was, that the Cuevarizr ought to proceed
to Bar with all the diligence poffible, and to take pofieflion of
his former afylum before the duke of Lorrain had time to de-
fire him to look out for a refidence fome where elfe - nothing
more was meaned by this propofal,than to get him out of the do-
minions of France immediately. I was not in my mind averfe to
to it for other reafons. Nothing could be more difadvantageous
to him than to be obliged to pals the Alpes, or to refide in the
papal territories on this fide of them. Avignon was already
named for his retreat in common converfation, and I know not
whether from the time he left Scotland, he ever thought of any
other. I imagined, that by furprifing the duke of Lorrain we
thould furnith that prince with an excufe to the king, and to
the emperor ; that we might draw the matter into length, and
gain time to negotiate fome other retreat than that of Avignon
for the Cuevarigr. The duke’s good will there was no room
to doubt of, and by what the prince of Vaudemont told me
at Paris fome time afterwards, I am apt to think we fhould
have fucceeded, In all events it could not be wrong to try eve-
ry meafure, and the pretender would have gone to Avignon
with much better grace, when he had done, in the fight of the
world, all he could to avoid it,

I FounD




SIR WILLIAM WINDHAM.

~J)
[#3

I rounp him in no difpoﬁtion to make fuch hafte: he had

a mind, on the contrary, to ftay fome time at St. Germains,
and in the neighbourhood of Paris, and to have a private
meeting with the regent. He fent me back to Paris to {ollicit
the meeting. I writ, I {poke to the marfhal d'Huxerres, Idid
beft to ferve him in his own way. The marfhal anfwered me
by word of mouth, and by letter. He refufed me by both.
I remember he added this circumftance, that he found the re-
gent in bed, and acquainted him with what the CaEvaLiEr de-
fired ; that the regent rofe up in a paflion, faid that the things
which were afked were puerilities, and fwore that he would
not fee him. I returned without having been able to fucceed
in my commiffion : and I confefs I thought the want of fuccefs

on this OCC‘-&ﬁOﬂ no gl’Cﬂ.t mis{brtunc.

It was two or three o’clock on the funday or monday morn-
ing when I parted from the pretender. He acquiefced in
the determination of the regent, and declared that he would
inftantly fet out for Lorain: his trunks were packed, his
chaife was ordered to be at the door at five, and I fent to
Paris to acquaint the minifter that he was gone. Heafked me
how foon I thould be able to follow him, gave me commiffions
for fome things, which he defired I fhould bring after him:
and in a word, no Ttalian ever embraced the man he was going
to ftab, with greater {hew of affeGtion and confidence.

o=
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InsTreap of taking poft for Lorain, he wentto the little houfe
in the bois de Boulogne, where his female minifters refided ;
and there he continued lurking for feveral days, and pleafing
himfelf with the air of myftery and bufinefs, whilft the only
real bufinefs, which he fhould have had at that time, lay neg-
leted. He faw the fpanith and fwedith minifters m this place.

Vor. L K I can-
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I cannot tell, for I never thought it worth atking, whether he
faw the duke of OrrLEaNs : poflibly he might. To have been
teifed into fuch a ftep, which fignified nothing, and which gave
the cabal an air of credit and importance, is agreeable enough

to the levity of his royal highnels’s character.

Tue thur{day following the duke of OrmonD came to fee
me, and after the compliment of telling me, that he believed T
thould be furprifed at the mefiage he brought, he put into my
hands a note to himfelf, and a little ferip of paper dire@ed to
me, and drawn in the ftyle of a juftice of peace’s warrant.
They were both in the Curvarier’s hand-writing, and they
were dated on the tuefday, in order to make me believe that
they had been writ on the road and fent back to the duke: his
grace dropped in our converfation, with great dexterity,
all the infinuations proper to confirm me in this opinion. I
knew at this time his mafter was not gone, fo that he gave me
two very rifible fcenes, which are frequently to be met with
when fome people meddle in bufinefs ; I mean that of feeing a
man labor with a great deal of aukward artifice to make a fe-
cret of a nothing, and that of feeing yourfelf taken for a bub-
ble, when you know as much of the matter as he who thinks
that he impofes on you.

I canvor recolleét precifely the terms of the two papers.
I remember that the kingly laconic ftyle of onc of them, and
the expreflion of having no farther occafion for my fervice,
made me fmile. The other was an order to give up the pa-
persin my ofhice; all which might have been contained ina letter-
cafe of a moderate {ize. I gave the duke the feals, and fome pa-
pers which I could readily come at.  Some others, and indeed
all fuch as T had not deftroyed, 1 fent afterwards to the Cueva-
L1er: and I took care to convey to him, by a fafe hand, feve-

ral
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ral of his letters, which it would have been very improper the
duke fhould have feen. I am furprifed that he did not reflett
on the confequence of my obeying his order literally. It de-
pended on me to have fhewn his general what an opinion the
Curvavuier had of his capacity. I {corned the trick, and would
not appear piqued, when I was far from being angry, As I

ave up, without {cruple, all the papers which remained in my
hands, becaufe I was determined never to make ufe of them; fo
I confefs to you, that I took a fort of pride in never afking for
thofe of mine, which were in the pretender’s hands: T contented
my felf with making the duke underftand how little need there
was to get rid of a man in this manner, who had made the bar-
gain which I had done at my engagement, and with taking this
firft opportunity to declare, that I would never more have to
do with the pretender, or his caufe.

Tuat I might avoid being queftioned and quoted in the moft
curious and the moft babling town in the world, Irelated what
had pafied to three or four of my friends, and hardly ftirred
abroad during a fortnight, out of a litdle lodging which very
few people knew of. At the end of this term the marfhal of
Brrwic came to fee me, and afked me what I meaned, to con-
fine my felf to my chamber, when my name was trumpetted
about in all the companies of Paris, and the meft infamous fto-
ries were {pread concerning me. This was the firft notice I
had, and it was foon followed by others. I appeared imme-
diately in the world, and found there was hardly a fcurrilous
tongue which had not been let loofe on my fubject, and that
thofe perfons whom the duke of OrmonD and earl of Mar
muft influence, or might filence, were the loudeft in defaming
me.

K 2 ParTI-
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Parrrcurar inftances wherein I had failed were cited ; and
as it was the fathion for every jacobite to affe@ being in the fe-
cret, you might have found a multitude of vouchers to fadts,
which, if they had been true, could in the nature of them be
known to very few perfons,

Trrs method, of beating down the reputation of a man by
noife and impudence, impofed on the world at firft, convinced
people who were not acquainted with me, and ftaggered even
my friends. But it ceafed in a few days to have any effect
againft me. The malice was too grofs to pafs upon reflection.
Thele ftories died away almoft as faft as they were publifhed,
for this very reafon, becaufc they were particular,

Tury gave out, for inftance, that I had taken to my own ufe,
a very great fum of the Cuevavrier’s money, when it was no-
torious that I had fpent a great fum of myown in his fervice ; and
never would be obliged to him for a farthing, in which cafe, I
believe, I was fingle. Upon this head it was eafy to appeal to
avery honeft gentleman, the queen’s treafurer at St. Germains,
through whofe hands, and not through mine, went the very lit-
tle money which the Cuevarier had.

THEY gave out, that whilt he was in Scotland, he never
heard from me, tho it was notorious that I f{ent him no lefs
than five exprefles during the fix weeks, which he confumed
in this expedition. It was ealy, on this head, to appeal to the
perfons, to whom my difpatches had been committed.

Tuese lies, and many others of the fame fort which were
founded on particular fa&s, were difproved by particular fa&s,
and had not time, at leaft at Paris, to make any impreflion.

But
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But the principal crime with which they charged me then, and
the enly one which fince that time they have infifted upon, 1s
of another nature. This part of their accufation is generaly
and it cannot be refuted without doing what I have done
above, deducing feveral fats, comparing thefe fadts together,
and reafoning upon them; nay, that which is worfe, is, that
it cannot be fully refuted without the mention of fome facts,
which, in my prefent circumftances, it would not be very
prudent, tho I fhould think it very lawful for me, to divulg
You. fee that I mean the ftarving the war in Scotland, which
it is pretended might have been fupported, and might have
fucceeded too, if I had procured the fuccors vhich were afk-
ed, nay, ifI had fent a little powder. This the jacobites,
who affect moderation and candor, fhrug their fhoulders at:
they are forry for it, but lord Boringsroke can never wafh
himfelf clean of this guilt; for thefe fuccors might have been
obtained, and a proof that they might, is, that they were {o
by others. Thefe people leave the caufe of this management
doubtful, between my treachery and my want of capacity. The
pretender, with all the falfe charity and real malice of one
who fets up for devotion, attributes all his misfortunes to my
negligence.

r

.

Tue letters which were writ by my fecretary above a year
ago into England, the marginal notes which have been made
fince to the letter from Avignon, and what is faid above,
have fet this affair in fo clear a light, that whoever examines,
with a fair intention, muft feel the truth, and be convinced
by it. I cannot, however, forbear to make fome obfervati-
ons on the fame {fubjec here. It is even neceffary that I
fhould do fo in the defign of making this difcourfe the foun-
dation of my juftification to the tories at prefent, and to the
whole world in time.

THERE
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Tuere is nothing which my enemies apprehend fo much
as my juftification, and they have reafon. But they may
comfort themfelves with this reflection, that it will be g mis-~
fortune, which will accompany me to my grave, that I fuf-
fered a chain of accidents to draw me into fuch meafures and
fuch company; that I have been obliged to defend my felf
againft fuch accufations and fuch accufers; that by affociat-
ing with fo much folly, and fo much knavery, I am become
the vi&im of both; that I was diftrefifed by the former, when
the latter would have been lefs grievous to me, fince it is
much better in bufinefs to be yoaked to knaves than fools,
and that I put into their hands the means of loading me
like the {cape-goat with all the evil confequences of their folly.

In the firft letters which I reccived from the earl of Mag,
he writ for arms, for ammunition, for money, for officers,
and all things, frankly, as if thefe things had been ready, and
I had engaged to fupply him with them, before he fet up
the ftandard at the brae of Mar; whereas our condition
could not be unknown to his lord(hip, and you have feen
that T did all T could to prevent his reckoning on any affift-
ance from hence. As our hopes at this court decreafed,
his lordfhip rofe in his demands: and at the time when it
was vifible that the regent intended nothing lefs than even
privately and indiredly to fupport the Scotch, the pretender
and the earl of Mar writ for regular forces and a train of ar-
tillery 5 which was in effe@ to infift that France fhould enter
mto a war for them. I might in anfwer to the firft inftances
have afked lord Mar, what he did in Scotland? and what he
meaned by drawing his countrymen into a war at this time? of
at leaft upon this foot? He who had dicated not long before
a memorial, wherein it was afferted, that to have a profpec

of
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of fucceeding in this enterprife, there muft be an univerfal
infurrection, and that fuch an infurre@ion was in no fort pro-
bable, unlefs a body of troops was brought to fupport it ? He
who thought that the confequence of failing, when the at-
tempt was once made, muft be the utter ruin of the caufe,
and the lofs of the britith liberty? He who concurred in de-
manding as a pis-aller, and the leaft which could be infifted on,
arms, ammunition, artillery, money, and officers? I fay, I might
have afked what he meant to begin the dance when he had not
the leaft affurance of any fuccor, but, on the contrary, the
greateft reafon imaginable to believe this affair was become as
defperate abroad by the death of the moft chriftian king, as it
was at home by the difcovery of the defign, and by the mea-
{ures taken to defeat it ?

InsTEAD of adting this part, which would have been wife, I
took that which was plaufible. I refolved to contribute all I
could to fupport the bufinefs, fince it was begun. I encourag-
ed his lordfhip as long as I had the leaft ground for doing fo,
and I confirmed the pretender in his refolution of going to
Scotland, when he had nothing better left him to do. If I
have any thing to reproach myfelf with, in the whole progrefs
of the war in Scotland, it is having encouraged lord Mar too
long. But on the other hand, If I had given up the caufe,
and had writ defpondingly to him, before this court had explain-
ed itlelf as fully as the marfhal d'Huxeries did in the con-
verfation which is mentioned above, it is eafy to fee what turn
would have been given to fuch a conduct.

Tue true caule of all the misfortunes which happened to
the Scotch, and to thofe who took arms in the north of Eng-
land, lies here; that they rofc without any previous certainty
of foreign help, in dire¢t contradiction to the {cheme which

their
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their leaders themfelves had formed. The excufe which I have
heard made for this, is that the act of parliament for curbing
the highlanders was near to be put in execution; that they
would have been difarmed and entirel y difabled from rifing at
any other time, if they had not rofe at this. You can Judge
better than I of the validity of this excufe. It feems to me,
that by management they might have gained time, and that
even when they had been reduced to the dilemma fuppofed,
they ought to have got together under pretence of refiftin

the infraions of the union without any mention of the pre-
tender, and have treated with the government on this foot, B

thefe means they might probably have preferved themfelves in
a condition of avowing their defign when they thould be fure
of being backed from abroad: at the worft they might have
declared for the Cuevarier when all other cxpedients failed
them. Ina word, I take this excufe not to be very good,
and the true reafon of this condu&® to have been the rafh-

nefs of the people, and the inconfiftent meafures of their
head,

Bur admitting the excufe to be valid, it remains fill an un-
deniable truth, that this is the original fountain from whence
all thofe waters of bitternefs flowed, which fo many unhappy
people have drunk of. I have faid already, that the necefli-
ty of a&ing was precipitated before any meafures to a& with
{uccefs had been taken, and that the neceflity of doing fo feem-
ed to increafe as the means of doing fo were taken away. To
whom is this to be afcribed? Is it to be alcribed to me, who
had no fhare in thefe affairs, till a few weeks before the duke
of OrmoND was forced to abandon England, and the difcove-
ry of the intended invafion was publithed to parliament and
to the world? or is it to be aferibed to thofe who had from
the firft been at the head of this undertaking ?

UNAsLE
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Unasie to defend this point, the next refort of the jaco-
bites is to this impudent and abfurd affirmation, that not-
withftanding the difadvantages under which they took arms,
they fhould have fucceeded, if the indire@ affiftances, which
were afked from France, had been obtained : nay, that they
{hould have been able to defend the highlands, if I had fent
them a little powder. Is it poflible that a man {hould be
wounded with fuch blunt weapons? Much more than powder
was afked for from the firft; and I have already faid, that
when the Crgvarier came into Scotland, regular troops, ar-
tillery, &ec. were demanded. Both he and the earl of Mar
judged it impoffible to ftand their ground, without fuch af-
Gftance as thefe. How feandalous then muft it be deemed,
that they fufter their dependents to {pread in the world, that
for want of a little powder I forced them to abandon Scot-
land? The earl of Mar knows, that all the powder in France
would not have enabled him to ftay at Perth as long as he did,
if he had not had another fecurity: and when that failed
him, he muft have quitted the party, if the regent had given
us all that he made fome of us expect.

Bur to finith all that I intend to fay on a fubje& which
has tired me, and perhaps you; the jacobites affirm, that the
indire& afliftances which they defired might have been obtain-
ed: and I confefs, that I am inexcufable if this fact be true.
To prove it, they appeal to the little politicians of whom I
have fpoken fo often. I affirm, on the contrary, that nothing
could be obtained here to fupport the Scotch, or to encourage
the Englith. To prove the affertion, I appeal to the mini-
fters with whom I negotiated, and to the regent himfelf, who,
whatever language he may hold in private with other people,
cannot controvert with me the truth of what I advance. He

Viow. L ks excluded
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excluded me formerly, that he might the more eafily avoid
doing any thing; and perhaps he has blamed me fince, that
he might excufe his doing nothing. All this may be true,
and yet it will remain true, that he would never have been
prm-'éik‘d upon to a&t directly againft his intereft in the only
point of view which he has, I'mean the crown of France, and
againit the unanimous fenfe of all his minifters. Suppofe that
in the time of the late queen, when fhe had the peace in
view, a party in France had implored her afliftance, and had
applied to Marcery FieLDING, to IsrarL, to my lady Ocre-
THORPE, to Dr. Barrre, and lieutenant general Stewart 3
what fuccefs do you imagine fuch applications would have
had? The queen would have {poke them fair, fhe would
{peak otherwife to no body: but do you imagine fhe would
have made one flep in their favor? Ovrive Trant, Macny,
mademoifelle Craussery, a dirty abbé Bricaurt, and Mr.
Drvron, are charadters very appofite to thefe; and what I fup-
pofe to have paffed in England is not a whit more ridiculous
than what really pafled here.

I sav nothing of the fhips which the jacobites pretend that
they fent into Scotland three weeks or a month after the pre-
tender was returned. I believe they might have had my lord
Stair’s connivance then, as well as the regent’s. I fay no-
thing of the order which they pretend to have obtained, and
which I never faw, for the ftores that were feifed at Havre
to be delivered to Castrr Buanco. Thave already faid enough
on this head, and you cannot have failed to obferve, that
this fignal favor was never obtained by thefe people, till
the marfhal d'HuxrrLes had owned to me, that nothing
was to be expedted from France, and that the only thing
which T could do was to endeavor to bring the preten-
der, the earl of Mag, and the principl perfons who were moft

expof~
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expofed, off: neither he nor I imagining that any fuch would
be left behind.

Wren I began to appear in the world, upon the advertifc-
ments which my friends gave me of the clamor that was railed
againft me, you will eafily think I did not enter into {o many
particulars as I have done with you. I faid even lefs, than you
have feen, in thofe letters which BriNspeN writ into England,
in March and April was twelve month; and yet the clamor
funk immediately. The people of confideration at this court
beat it down, and the court of St. Germains grew o afhamed
of it, that the queen thought fit to purge herfelf of having
had any fhare in encouraging the difcourfes which were held
againft me, or having been fo much as let into the fecret of
the meafure which preceded them. The provocation was
great, but I refolved to act without paffion. I faw the ad-
vantage the pretender and his council, who difpofed of things
better for me than I fhould have done for myfelf, had given
me: but I faw likewife, that I muft improve this advantage
with the utmoft caution.

As T never imagined that he would treat me in the man-
ner he did, nor that his minifters could be weak enough to
advife him to it; I had refolved, on his return from Scotland,
to follow him till his refidence fhould be fixed fomewhere
or other: after which, having ferved the tories in this, which
I looked upon as their laft ftruggle for power, and having con-
tinued to act in the pretender’s affairs till. the end of the term
for which I embarked with him; I fhould have efteemed my-
{elf to be at liberty, and fhould in the civilet manner I was
able have taken my leave of him. Had we parted thus, I
fhould have remained in a very ftrange fituation during the

L 2 reft
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reft of my life: butI had examined myfelf thoroughly, I was
determined, I was prepared.

On one fide he would have thought that he had a fort of
right on any future occafion to call me out of my retreat; the
tories would probably have thought the fame thing: my refo-
lution was taken torefufe them both, and I forefaw, that both
would condemin me. On the other fide, the confideration of
his keeping meafures with me, joined to that of having once
openly declared for him, would have created a point of ho-
nor, by which I fhould have been tied down, not only from
ever engaging againft him, but alfo from making my peace
at home. The CrevaLier cut this gordian knot afunder at
one blow. He broke the links of that chain which former
engagements had faftened on me, and gave me a right to
eftecem mylfelf as free from all obligations of keepilg mea-
fures with him, as I fhould have continued if T had never
engaged in his intereft. I took therefore, from that moment,
the refolution of making my peace at home, and of em-
ploying all the unfortunate experience I had acquired abroad,
to undeceive my friends, and to promote the union and the
quict of my country.

Tur earl of Starr had received a full power to treat with
me, whilft T was engaged with the pretender, as I have beea
fince informed. He had done me the juftice to believe me
incapable to hearken, in fuch circumftances, to any propo-
fals of that kind: and as much friendfhip as he had for me,
as much as I had for him, we entertained not the leaft even
indirect correfpondence together during that whole time.
Soon afterwards he employed a perfon * to communicate to
me the difpofition of his majefty to grant me my pardon, and

* Savapiw of Geneva, then at Paris,
his
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his own defire to give me, on this occafion, all the proofs he
could of his inclination in my favor. I embraced the offer, as
it became me todo, with all poflible fenfe of the king’s good-
nefs, and of his lordfhip’s friendfhip 4. ~ We met, we talked
together, and he wrote to the court on the fubje&t. The turn
which the minifters gave to this matter was, to, enter into a
treaty to reverfe my attainder, and to ftipulate the conditi-
ons on which this a& of grace fhould be granted me.

Tut notion of a treaty thocked me. I refolved never to be
reftored rather than go that way to work, and I opened my
felf without any referve to lord Stair. 1 told him that I look-
ed on my felf to be obliged in honor and in confcience to un-
deceive my friends in England, both as to the ftate of foreign
affairs, as to the management of the jacobite intereft abroad,
and as to the charaéters of perfons: in every one of which points
I knew them to be moft grofsly and moft dangerouily deluded.
That the treatment I had received from the pretender and his
adherents would juftify me to the world in doing this: that
if I remained in exile all my life, he might be aflured, that I
would never more have to do with the jacobite caufe ; and
that if I was reftored, I fhould give it an effetual blow, in
making that apology which the pretender has put me un-
der a neceflity of making: that in doing this I flattered my-
felf, that I thould contribute fomething to the eftablifhment
of the king’s government, and to the union of his fubjeéts ;
but that this was all the merit which I could promife to have:
that if the court believed thefe profeffions to be fincere, a treaty
with me was unneceflary for them; and that if they did not
believe them fo, a treaty with them was dangcrous for me:

+ There will be added, at the end of this relation, an original letter from the

earl of Stare to Mr. Craccs, giving a full account of the tranfaction herc men-
tioned.,

that
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that I was determined in this whole tranfa@ion to make no
one ftep which I would not own in the face of the world;
that in other circumftances it might be fuflicient to a& honefl-
ly, but that in a cafe as extraordinary as mine, it was necef-
fary to a& clearly, and to leave no room for the Jeaft doubtful
conftruéion.

THe earl of 8Tar, as well as My, Crages, who arrived
{foon after in France, came into my fenfe. I have reafon to
believe, that the king has approved it likewife upon their re-
prefentations, fince he has been pleafed to give me the moft
gracious affurances of his favor, What the effe® of all this
mdy be, in the next, or in any other feflion, I know not: but
this is the foot on which I have put myfelf, and on which I
ftand at the moment I write to you. ‘The whigs may conti-
nue inveterate, and by confequence fruftrate his majefty’s good
intentions towards me; the tories may continue to rail at me,
on the credit of fuch enemies as I have deferibed to you in the
courfe of this relation: neither the onenor the other fhall make
me {werve out of the path which I have traced to myfelf.

I mave now led you through the feveral ftages which I pro-
pofed at firft, and I thould do wrong to your good underftand-
ing as well as to our mutual friendthip, if I fufpected that you
could hold any other language to me than that which Dora-
BELLA Ufes to Crcero. ¢ Satisfadtum eft jam a te vel officio vel
< familiaritati; fatisfaGum etiam partibus.” The king, who
pardons me, might complain of me, the whigs might declaim
againft me, my family might reproach me for the little regard
which I have fhewn to my own and to their intereft; but
where is the crime I have been guilty of towards my party
and towards my friends? In what part of my condu¢t will the
tories find an excufe for the treatment which they have given

me P




SIR WILLIAM WINDHAM. 87

me? As tories, fuch as they were when I left England, T defy
them to find any. But here lies the fore, and tender as it is,
I mutft lay it open. Thofe amongft them, who rail at me now,
are changed from what they were, or from what they profefl-
ed themiclves to be, when we lived and acted together. They
were tories then, they are jacobites now. Their objeétions to
the courfe of my conduét whilft I was in the pretender’s intereft
are the pretence; the true reafon of their anger is, that I re-
nounce the pretender for my life. When you were firft driven
into this intereft, I may appeal to you for the notion which
the party had.  You thought of reftoring him by the ftrength
of the tories, and of oppofing a tory king to 2a whig king.
You took him up as the inftrument of your revenge and of
your ambition. You looked on him as your creature, and ne-
ver once doubted of making what terms you pleafed with him.
This is fo true, that the fame language is ftill held to the ca-
techumens in jacobitifm. Were the contrary to be avowed
even now, the party in England would foon diminith. I en-
gaged on this principle when your orders fent me to Commercy,
and I never ad&ed on any other. This ought to have been
part of my merit towards the tories, and it would have been fo
if they had continued in the fame difpofitions. But they are
changed, and this very thing is become my crime. Inftead of
making the pretender their tool, they are his. Inftead of
having in view to reftore him on their own terms, they are
laboring to do it without any terms; that is, to {peak proper-
ly, they arc ready to reccive him on his. Be not deceived =
there is not a man on this fide of the water who adls in
any other manner. The church of England-jacobite and the
irith papift {eem in every refpe& to have the fame caufe. Thole
on your fide of the water, who correfpond with thefe, are to
be comprehended in the fame clafs: and from hence it is, that
the clamor raifed againft me has been kept up with fo much

induftry,
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‘nduftry, and is redoubled on the leaft appearance of my re-
turn home, and of my being in a fituation to Juftify myfelf.

You have feen already what reafons the pretender, and the
{everal forts of people who compofe his party here, had to get
rid of me, and to cover me to the utmoft of their power with
infamy. Their views were as fhort in this cafe as they are
in all others. They did not fee at firft, that this conduét
would not only give me a right, but put me under a neceffi-
ty of keeping no farther meafures with them, and of laying the
whole myftery of their iniquity open. As foon as they difcover-
ed this, they took the only courfe which was left them, that
of poifoning the minds of the tories, and of creating fuch pre-
Judices againft me whilft I remained in a condition of not {peak-
ing for myfelf; as will, they hope, prevent the effe@ of what-
ever 1 may fay when I am in a condition of pleading my own
caufe. ~The bare apprehenfion, that I fhall thew the world
that I have been guilty of no crime, renders me criminal among
thefe men: and they hold themfelves ready, being unable to
reply either in point of fa@ or in point of reafon, to drown my
voice in the confufion of their clamor.

Tae only crimes I am guilty of, I own. I own the crime
of having been for the pretender, in a very different manner
from thofe with whom I acted. I ferved him as faithfully, I
{erved him as well as they, but I ferved him on a different prin-
ciple. I own the crime of having renounced him, and of be-
ing refolved never to have to do with him as long as Ilive. I
own the crime of being determined fooner of later, as foon as
I can, to clear myfelf of all the unjuft afperfions which have
been caft upon me; to undeceive by my experience as many as I
can of thofe tories who may have been drawn into €rror,
and to contribute, if ever I return home, as far as I am able,

to




SIR WILLIAM WINDHAM. 89

to promote the national good of Britain without any other re-
gard, Thefe crimes donot, I hope, by this time appear to
you to be of a very black dye. You may come, perhaps, to
think them virtues, when you have read and confidered what
remains to be faid; for before I conclude, it is neceflary that
I open one matter to you which I could not weave in {ooner
without breaking too much the thread of my narration. In
this place, unmingled with any thing elfe, it will have, as it
deferves to have, your whole attention.

WrorvEer compofed that curious piece of falfe fa@, falle
argument, falfe englith, and falfe eloquence, the letter from
Avignon, fays, that I was not thought the moft proper perfon
to fpeak aboutreligion. I confefs I {hould be of his mind, and
{hould include his patrons in my cafe, if the practice of it was
to be recommended: for furely it is unpardonable impudence
to impofe by precept what we do not teach by example. I
{hould be of the fame mind, if the nature of religion was to
be explained, if it'’s myfteries were to be fathomed, and if
this great truth was to be eftablithed, that the church of Eng-
land has the advantage over all other churches in purity of doc-
trine, and in wifdom of difcipline. But nothing of this kind
was neceflfary. This would have been the tafk of reverend and
learned divines. We of the laity had nothing more to do than
to lay in our claim, that we could never fubmit to be govern-
ed by a prince who was not of the religion of our country.
Such a declaration could hardly have failed of fome effeét to-
wards opening the eyes and difpofing the mind even of the
pretender. At leaft, in juftice to ourfelves, and in juftice to
our party, we whowere here ought to have made it, and the
influence of it on the pretender ought to have become the rule
of our fubfequent conduc.

Vor. 1, M Iy
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Ix thinking in this manner I think no otherwife now than I
have always thought: and I cannot forget, nor you neither,
what pafled when a little before the death of the queen, let-
ters were conveyed from the CuevaLicr to feveral perfons, to
myfelf among others. In the letter to me, the article of reli-
gion was fo aukwardly handled, that he made the principal
motive of the confidence we ought to have in him to confift in
his firm refolution to adhere to popery. The effeét which this
cpiftle had on me was the fame which it had on thofe tories to
whom I communicated it at that time; it made us refolve to
have nothing to do with him.

Some time after thisT was affured by feveral, and I make no
doubt but others have been {o too, that the Curvavrier at
the bottom was nota bigot. 'That whilft he remained abroad
and could expect no fuccor, either prefent or future, from any
princes but thofe of the roman catholic communion, it was
prudent, whatever he might think, to make no demonftration of
a defign to change: but that his temper was fuch, and he was
already fo difpofed, that we might depend on his compliance
with what fthould be defired of him, if ever he came amongft
us, and was taken from under the wing of the queen his mother.
To ftrengthen this opinion of his charaéter, it was faid that he
had fent for Mr. LrsLey over; that he allowed him to celebrate
the church of England-fervice in his family, and that he had
promifed to hear what this divine thould reprefent on the fub-
je& of religion to him. When I came abroad, the fame things,
and much more, wereat firft infinuated to me, and I began
to let them make impreflion upon me, notwithftanding what
I had feen under his hand. I would willingly flatter myfelf,
that this impreffion difpofed me to incline to jacobitifm, rather
than allow that the inclination to jacabitifm difpofed me ea-

fily
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fily to believe what, upon that principle, I had fo much reafon
to with might be true.  Which was the caufe, and which the
effe, I cannot well determine: perhaps they did mutually oc-
cafion each other. Thus much is certain, that I was far
from weighing this matter as I ought to have done, when the
folicitation of my friends and the perfecution of my enemics
precipitated me into engagements with the pretender.

I was willing to take it for granted, that fince you were
as ready to declare, asI believed you at that time, you muft
have had entire fatisfaion on the article of religion. I was foon
undeceived ; this flring had never been touched. My own ob-
fervation, and the unanimous report of all thofe who from
his infancy have approached the pretender’s perfon, foon taught
me how difficult it is to come to terms with him on this head,
and how unfafe to embark without them.

His religion is not founded on thelove of virtue and the de-
teftation of vice; on a fenfe of that obedience which is due to
the will of the Supreme Being; and a fenfe of thofe obligati-
ons which creatures formed to live in a mutual dependence on
one another lie under. The f{pring of his whole condu& is
fear. Fear of the horns of the devil, ‘and of the flames of
hell. He hasbeen taught to believe, that nothing but a blind
fubmiffion to the church of Rome, and a ftri& adherence to
all the terms of that communion, can fave him from thefe
dangers. He has all the fuperftition of a capuchin; but I
found on him no tinéture of the religion of a princc. Do not
imagine that I loofe the reins to my imagination, or that I
write what my refentments dictate: 1 tell you fimply my opi-
nion. I have heard the fame defcription of his charadter
made by thofe who know him beft; and I converfed with very
few among the roman catholics themfelves, who did not think
him too much a papitt. M2 No-
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NoTuinc gave me from the beginning fo much uneafinefs
as the confideration of this part of his charader, and of the
little care which had been taken to corre@ it. A true turn
had .not been given to the firft fteps which were made with
him. The tories, who engaged afterwards, threw themfelves
as it wereat his head. He had been fuffered to think that the
party in England wanted him as much as he wanted them.
There was no room to hope for much compliance on the
head of religion, when he was in thefe fentiments, and when
he thought the tories too far advanced to have it in their pow-
er toretreat: and little dependence was at any timeto be plac-
ed on the promifes of 2 man capable of thinking his. damna-
tion attached to the obfervance, and his falvation to the breach
of thefe very promifes. Something, however, was to be done =
and I thought that the leaft which could be done was, to deal
plainly with him, and to fhew him the impoflibility of go-
verning our nation by any other expedient, than by complying
with that which would be expected from him as to his religion.
This was thought too much by the duke of Ormoxp and Mr.
Lesiey; altho the duke could be no more ignorant than the
minifter, how ill the latter had been ufed, how far the Cre-
vALIER had been from keeping the word which he had given,
and on the faith of which Mr. Lestey had come over to him.
They both knew, that he not only refufed to hear himfelf, but
that he theltered the ignorance of his priefls, or the badnefs of
his caufe, orboth, behind his authority, and ablolutely. forbid
all difcourfe concerning religion. The duke feemed convinced
that it would be time enough to talk of religion to him when he
{hould be reftored, or, atfooneft, when he fhould be landed
in England ; that the influence under which he had lived be-
ing at a diftance, the reafonablenels of what we might pro-
pofe, joined to the apparent neceflity which would then flare

him
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him in the face, could not fail to produce all the effe&s which
we could defire.

T me this whole reafoning appeared fallacious. Our bufinefs
was not to make him change appearanceson this fide of the water,
but to prepare him to give thofe which would be neceflary on
the other : and there was no room to hope that if we could
gain nothing on his prejudices here, we {hould be able to over-
come them in Britain. I would have argued juft as the duke
of Oraond and Lestey, if I had been a papift; and I faw well
enough that {ome people about him, for in a great dearth of
ability there was cunning to be met with, affe&ted nothing more
than to keep off all difcourfe of religion. To my apprehenfion
it was exceeding plain that we {hould find, if we were once in
England, the neceflity of going forward at any rate with him,
much greater than he would find that of complying with us.
I thought it an unpardonable fault to have taken a formal en-
gagement with him, when no previous {atistaction had been ob-
tained on a point, at leaft as eflential to our civil as to our reli-
gious rights; to the peace of the ftate, as to the profperity of
the church : and I looked on this fault to be aggravated by eve-
ry day’s delay. Our filence was unfair, both to the Curva-
L1ER, and to our friends in England. He was induced by it
to believe, that they would exact far lefs from him, than we
knew they expected : and they were confirmed in an opinion of
his docility, which we knew to be void of all foundation. The
pretence of removing that influence, under which he had lived,
was frivolous, and fhould never have been urged to me, who
faw plainly, that according to the meafures purfued by the very
perfons who urged it, he muft be environed in England by the
{fame people that furrounded him here; and that the court of
St. James's would be conftituted, if ever he was reftored, in the
fame manner as that of St. Germains was..

WeEN
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Waen the draught of a declaration, and other papers which
were to be difperfed in Great Britain, came to be fettled, it ap-
peared that my apprehenfion and diftruft were but too well
founded. The pretender took exception againft feveral paf-
{ages, and particularly againt thofe, wherein a direé promife of
fecuring the churches of England and Ireland was made. He
was told, he faid, that he could not in confcience make fuch a
promife: and, the debate being kept up a little while, he afked
me with {fome warmth, why the tories were {o defirous to have
him, if they expeétéd thofe things from him which his religion
did not allow? I left thefe draughts by his order with him,
that he might confider and amend them. T cannot fay that he
fent them to the queen to be corredied by her confeflfor and the
reft of her council; but I firmly believe it. Sure I am, that
he took time fufficient to do this; before he fent them from
Bar where he then was, to Paris whither I was returned.
When they were digefted in fuch a manner as fatisfied his ca-
fuifts, he made them be printed: and my name was put to the
declaration, as if the original had been figned by me. I had
hitherto fubmitted my opinion to the judgment of others; but
on this occafion I took advice from my felf. I declared to him,
that I would not fuffer my name to be at the bottom of this
paper.  All the copies which came to my hands I burnt, and
another was printed off, without any counterfigning.

Tue whole tenor of the amendments was one continued in-
{tance of the grofleft bigottry ; and the moft material pafiages
were turned with all the jeluitical prevarication imaginable.
As much as it was his intereft, at that time, to cultivate the re-
ipeét which many of the tories really had for the memory of the
late queen, and which many others affeéed as a farther mark
of their oppofition to the court, and to the whig party ; as

much
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much as it was his intereft to weave the honor of her name into
his caufe, and to render her, even after her death, a party to the
difpute; he could not be prevailed upon to give her that cha-
ra&er which her enemies allowed her, nor to make ufe of thofe
expreflions in {peaking of her, which by the general manner of
their application, are come to be little more than terms of re-
{pect and words of form, proper in the ftyle of public aéts. For
inftance :

Sur was called in the original draught ¢ his fifter of glo-
« rious and blefled memory.” In that which he publifhed,
the epithet of ¢ bleffed” was left out. Her eminent juftice
and her exemplary piety, were occafionally mentioned.  In
lieu of which, he fubftituted a flat, and in this cafe an invi-
dious expreflion, ¢ her inclinations to juftice.”

Nor content with declaring her neither jult nor pious in
this world, he did little lefs than declare her damned in the
other, according to the charitable principles of the church of
Rome. '

¢« Waen it pleafed almighty God to take her to himf{elf,”
was the expreflion ufed in fpeaking of the death of the queen.
This he erafed, and inftead thereof inferted thefe words:
“ when it pleafed almighty God to put a period to her life.”

He gracioufly allowed the univerfities to be nurferies of loy-
alty, but did not think that it became him to ftyle them ‘¢ nur-
¢ {eries of religion.”

Since his father pafies already for a faint, and fince reports
are encouraged of miracles, which they fuppofe to be wrought
at his tomb, he might have allowed his grandfather to pals

for
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for a martyr: but he firuck out of the draught thefe words,
¢ that blefled martyr who died for his people,” which were
applied to king Crarves the firft, and would fay nothing more
of him than that ¢ he fell a facrifice to rebellion,”

In the claufe which related to the churches of England and
Ireland, there was a plain and dire& promife inferted of < ef-
¢ fectual provifion for their fecurity ; and for their re-eftablifh-
“ ment in all thofe rights which belong to them.” This
claufe was not fuffered to ftand, but another was formed,
wherein all mention of the church of Ireland was omitted, and
nothing was promifed to the church of England but the fecu-
rity, * and re-eftablifhment of all thofe rights, privileges, im-
“ munities, and pofieffions which belong to her,” and where-
in he had already promifed by his declaration of the twenticth
of July, to fecure and < protect all her members.”

I need make no comment on a procecding {o eafy to be un-
derftood. The drift of thefe evafions, and of this affected obfcu-
rity is obvious enough, at leaft it will appear fo by the obferva-
tions which remain to be made.

He was fo afraid of admitting any words which might be
conftrued into a promife of his confenting to thofe things, which
thould be found necefary for the prefent or future fecurity of
our conftitution, that in a paragraph where he was made to fay,
that he thought himfelf obliged to be follicitous for the prof-
perity of the church of England, the word profperity was ex-~
punged; and we were left by this mental refervation to guefs
what he was follicitous for? It could not be for her profperity:
that he had expunged. It muft therefore be for her deftruction,
which in his language would have been ftyled, her converfion,

ANOTHER
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Anoruer remarkable proof of the fame kind is to be found
¢towards the conclufion of the declaration. After having fpoke
of the peace and florithing eftate of the kingdom, he was
made to exprefs his readinefs to concert with the two houfes
{uch further meafures, as thould be thought neceffary for fecur-
ing the fame to future generations. The defign of this para-
graph you fee. He and his council faw it too, and therefore
the word ¢ fecuring” was laid afide, and the word ¢ leaving’
was inferted in lieu of it.

Oxg would imagine, that a declaration correéted in this
manner might have been fuffered to go abroad without any
farther precaution. But thefe papers had been penned by pro-
teftants, and who could anfwer that there might not be fill

round fufficient from the tenor of them to infilt on every thing
neceflary for the fecurity of that religion ? The declaration of
the twentieth of July had been penned by a prieft of the {cotch
college, and the expreflions had been meafured fo as to {uit per-
fectly with the conduét which the chevalier intended to hold,
fo as to leave room to diftinguith him, upon future occafions,
with the help of a little pious {ophiftry, out of all the engage-
ments which he feemed to takein it. Thisorthodox paper was
therefore to accompany the heretical paper into the world, and
no promife of moment was to ftand in the latter, unlefs quali-
fied by a reference to the former. Thus the church was to
be fecured in the rights &c. which belong to her. How? No
otherwife than according to the declaration of the month of
July. And what does that promife? Security and protection to
the members of this church in the enjoyment of their proper-
ty. I make no doubt, but Berrarmine, if he had been the
chevalier’s confeffor, would have pafied this paragraph thus -
amended.  No engagement whatever taken in favor of the

Vor. L N church
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church of Ireland, and a happy diftin&tion found between fe-
curing that of England, and proteting her members. Many
a ufeful proje@ for the deftru&ion of heretics, and for accu-
mulating power and riches to the fee of Rome, has been efta-
blithed on a more {lender foundation.

Tue fame {pirit reigns through the whole. Civil and religious
rights are no otherwife to be confirmed, than in conformity to
the declaration of July; nay the general pardon is reftrained

and limited to the terms prefcribed therein.

Ta1s is the account which I judged too important to be
omitted, and which I chofe to give you all together. I fhall
furely be juftified at prefent in concluding, that the tories are
groflly deluded in their opinion of this prince’s chara&er, or
clfe that they facrifice all which ought to be efteemed pre-
cious and facred among men, to their paflions. In both thefe
cafes I remain ftill a tory, and am true to the party. In
the firft I endeavor to undeceive you by an experience pur-
chafed at my expence and for your fakes: in the fecond I en-
deavor to prevail onyou to revert to that principle from which
we have deviated.  You never intended, whilft I lived amongft
you, the ruin of your country; and yet every ftep, which
you now make towards the reftoration you are fo fond of]
is a ftep towards this ruin. Noman of fenfe, well inform-
ed, can ever go into meafures for it, unlefs he thinks him-
felf and his country in fuch defperate circumftances, that no-
thing is left them but to chufe of two ruins that which they
like beft.

Tue exile of the royal family, under CromweLr’s ufur—
pation, was the principal caufe of all thofe misfortunes, in
which Britain has been involved, as well as of many of thofe

which
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which have happened to the reft of Europe, during more than
half a century.

Tue two brothers, Cuarres and James, became then infet-
ed with popery to fuch degrees, as their different charadters
admitted of. CuarLes had parts, and his good underftand-
ing ferved as an antidote to repel the poifon. Jamgs, the
fimpleft man of his time, drank off the whole chalice. The
poilon met, in his compofition, with all the fear, all the credu-
lity, and all the obftinacy of temper proper to increafe it’s vi-
rulence, and to flrengthen it's effect. The firft had always
a wrong byafs upon him; he connived at the eftablifhment,
and indire@tly contributed to the growth of that power, which
afterwards difturbed the peace, and threatened the liberty of
Europe fo often: but he went no farther out of the way. The
oppofition of his parliaments, and his own refleGions ftopped
him here. The prince and the people were indeed mutually
jealous of one another, from whence much prefent diforder
flowed, and the foundation of future evils was laid: but his
good and his bad principles combating ftill together, he main-
tained, during a reign of more than twenty years, in fome to-
lerable degree, the authority of the crown, and the florithing
cftate of the nation. The laft, drunk with fuperftitious and
even enthufiaftic zeal, ran headlong into his own ruin, whilft
he endeavored to precipitate ours. His parliament and his peo-
ple did all they could to fave themfelves by winning him.
But all was vain: he had no principle on which they could
take hold.  Even his good qualities worked againft them, and
his love of his country went halves with his bigotry. How he
fucceeded we have heard from our fathers. The revolution of
one thoufand fix hundred and cighty eight faved the nation,
and ruined the king.

N 2 ' Now
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Now the pretender’seducation has rendered him infinitely lefs
fit than his uncle, and at leaft as unfit as his father, to be king
of Great Britain. Add to this, that there is no refource in his
underftanding. Men of the beft fenfe find it hard to over-
come religious prejudices, which are of all the ftrongeft; but
he is a flave to the weakeft. The rod hangs like the fword
of Damocres over his head, and he trembles before his mo-
ther and his prieft. What, in the name of God, can any mem-

er of the church of England promife himfelf from fuch a cha-
racter? Are we by another revolution to return into the fame
ftate from which we were delivered by the firft? Let us take
example from the roman catholics, who a& very reafonably in
refufing to {ubmit to a proteftant prince. Hexry the fourth
had at leaft as good a title to the crown of France as the pre-
tender has to ours.  His religion alone ftood in his way, and
he had never been king if he had not removed that obftacle.
Shall we fubmit to a popifth prince, who will no more imitate
Henry the fourth in changing his religion, than he will imitate
thofe fhining qualities which rendered him the honefteft gentle-
man, the braveft captain, and the greateft prince of his age? Allow
me to give a loofe to my pen fora moment on this fubje&. Gene-
ral benevolence, and univerfal charity feem to be eftablifhed in the
golpel as the diftinguithing badges of chriftianity. How it ha
pens I cannot tell; but fo it is, that in all ages of the church the
profefors of chriftianity feem to have been animated by a quite
contrary {pirit. Whilft they were thinly fcattered over the world,
tolerated in fome places, but eftablithed no where, their zeal often
confumed their charity. Paganifm, at that time the religion by
law eftablithed, was infulted by many of them; the ceremonies
were difturbed, the altars thrown down. As foon as by the fa-
vor of ConNsTANTINE their numbers were increafed, and the
reins of government were put into their hands, they began

to
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to imploy the fecular arm, not only againft different religions,
but againft different {e@s which arofe in their own religion.
A man may boldly affirm that more blood has been fhed in the
difputes between chrifian and chriftian, than has ever been
drawn from the whole body of them in the perfecutions of the
heathen emperors, and in the conquefts of the mahometan
princes.  From thefe they have received quarter, but never
from one another. The chriftian religion is actually tolerated
among the mahometans, and the domes of churches and
mofqﬁes arife in the fame city. But it will be hard to find an
example, where one fect of chriftians has tolerated another
which it was in their power to extirpate. They have gone
farther in thefe later ages: what was practifed formerly has
been taught fince.  Perfecution has been reduced into fyftem,
and the difciples of the meek and humble Jesus have avowed
a tyranny, which the moft barbarous conquerors never claim-
ed. The wicked fubtilty of cafuifts has eftablithed breach of
faith with thofe who differ from us, as a duty in oppofition to
faith, and murder itfelf has been made one of the means of fal-
vation. 1 know very well that the reformed churches have
been far from going thofe cruel lengths, which are authorifed
by the doétrine as well as example of that of Rome; tho
Cacvin put a flaming fword on the title of a french edi-
tion of his inftitute, with this motto, ¢ Je ne fuis point venu
¢« mettre la paix, mais 'epee:” but I know likewife, that the
difference lies in the means, and not in the aim of their policy.
The church of England, the moft humane of all of them,
would root out every other religion, if it 'was in her power.
She would not hang and burn; her meafures would be milder,
and therefore, perhaps, more effectual.

Since then there is this inveterate rancor among chriftians,
can any thing be more abfurd, than for thofe of one perfuafion
to
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to truft the fupreme power, or any part of it, to thofe of ano-
ther? Particularly, muft it not be reputed madnefs in thofe of
our religion, to truft themfelves in the hands of roman catho-
lics? Muft it not be reputed impudence in a roman catholic
to expect that we thould ? he who looks upon us as heretics,
as men in rebellion againft a lawful, nay a divine authority,
and whom it is therefore meritorious by all forts of ways to re-
duce to obedience. There are many, I know, amongft them
who think more generoufly, and whofe morals are not cor-
rupted by that which is called religion : but this is the {pirit of
the priefthood, in whofe fcale that {crap of a parable, “ Com-
¢ pel them to come in,” which they apply as they pleafe, out-
weighs the whole decalogue. This will be the {pirit of every
man who is bigot enough to be under their direction: and {»
much is {uflicient for my prefent purpofe,

Durine your laft feffion of parliament, it was expected that
the whigs would attempt to repeal the occafional bill. The
fame jealoufy continues; there is, perhaps, foundation for it.
Give me leave to atk you, upon what principle we argued for
making this law, and upon what principle you muft argue
againft the repeal of it, I have mentioned the principle in the
beginning of this difcourfe. No man ought to be trufted with
any fhare of power under a government, who muft, to aét con-
fiftently with himfelf, endeavor the deftruction of that very go-
vernment,  Shall this propofition pafs for true, when it is ap-
plied to keep a prefbyterian from being mayor of a corporation ?
and fhall it become falfe, when it is applied to keep a papift from
being king ? The propofition is equally true in both cafes, ‘but
the argument drawn from it is jult {o much ftronger in the
latter, than in the former cafe, as the mifchiefs, which may re-
{ult from the power and influence of a king, are greater than
thofe which can be wrought by a magiftrate of the loweft order,

This
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This feems to my apprehenﬁon to be argumentum ad homi-
nem, and I do not fee by what happy diftinétion a jacobite
tory could elude the force of it.

It may be faid, and it has been urged to me, that if the
chevalier was reftored, the knowledge of his character would
be our fecurity ; ¢ habet foenum in cornu :” there would be
no pretence for trufting him, and by confequence it would be
eafy to put fuch reftrictions on the exercife of the regal power,
as might hinder him from invading or {fapping our religion and
liberty. But this I wutterly deny. Experience has fhewn us
how tready men are to court power and profit; and w ho can
determine, how far either the tories or the whigs would com-
ply, in order to fecure to themfelves the enjoyment of all the
places in the kingdom ? Suppofe however, that a majority of
true IHraelites thould be found, whom no temptation could
oblige to bow the knee to BaaL; in order to preferve the go-
vernment on one hand, muft they not deftroy it on the other ?
The neceffary reftri¢tions would in this cafe be fo many, and fo
important, as to leave hardly the thadow of a monarchy, if he
fubmitted to them ; and if he did not fubmit to them, thefe
patriots would have no refource left but in rcbellion. Thus,
therefore, the affair would turn, if the pretender was reftored.
We might, moft probably, lofe our religion and liberty by the
bigotry of the prince, and the corruption of the people.
We thould have no chance of preferving them, but by an en-
tire change of the whole frame of our government, or by ano-
ther revolution. What reafonable man would voluntarily re-
duce himfelf to the neceflity of making an option among fuch
melancholy alternatives ?

Tae beft which could be hoped for, were the chevalier

on the throne, would be, that a thread of favorable accidents,
improved




[104] AL TETTVIEE RO

improved by the wifdom and virtue of parliament, might keep
off the evil day during his reign, -~ But{till the fatal caufe would
be eftablithed, it would be entailed upon us, and évery man
would be apprifed, that fooner or later the fatal effe@ muft
follow. Confider a little what a condition we fhould be in,
both with refpeét to our foreign intereft, and our domeftic
quiet, whilft the reprieve lafted, whilft the chevalier or his
fucceflors made no direc attack upon the conftitution.

As to the firft, it is true indeed, that princes and ftates are
friends or foes to one another, according as the motives of am-
bition drive them. Thefe are the firft principles of union and
divifion amongft them. The proteftant powers of Europe
have joined, in our days, to fupport and aggrandife the houfe of
Autftria, as they did, in the days of our forefathers, to defeat her
defigns, and to reduce her power ; and the moft chriftian king
of France has more than once joined his councils, and his arms
too, with the councils and arms of the moft mahometan em-
peror of Conftantinople. But ftill there is, and there muft con-
tinue, as long as the influence of the papal authority fubfifts in
Europe, another general, permanent, and invariable divifion
of interefts. The powers of earth, like thofe of heaven, have
two diftinét motions. Each of them rolls in his own political
orb, but each of them is hurried at the fame time round the
great vortex of his religion.  If this general notion be juft, ap-
ply it to the prefent cafe. Whilft a roman catholic holds the
rudder, how can we expeét to be fteered in our proper courfe ?
His political intereft will certainly incline him to dire& our firft
motion right; but his miftaken religious intereft will render
him incapable of doing it fteadily.

As to the laft, our domeftic quiet; even whillt the cheva-
lier, and thofe of his race concealed their game, we fhould
remain
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remain in the moft unhappy ftate which human nature is fub-
jeét to, a ftate of doubt and fufpence. Our prefervation would
depend on making him the objeét of our eternal jealoufy, who,
to render himfelf and his people happy, ought to be that of our
intire confidence.

Wharrst the pretender and his fucceflors forbore to attack the
religion and liberty of the nation, we thould remain in the
condition of thofe people who labor under a broken conftitu-
tion, or who carry about them fome chronical diftemper.
They feel a little pain at every moment; or a certain uneafi-
nefs, which is fometimes lefs tolerable than pain, hangs con-
tinually on them, and they languifh in the conftant expecta~
tion of dying perhaps in the fevereft torture.

Bur if the fear of hell fhould diffipate all other fears in the
pretender’s mind, and carry him, which is frequently the ef-
fect of that paffion, to the moft defperate undertakings ; if
among his fucceffors a man bold enough to make the attempt
fhould arife, the condition of the britith nation would be ftill
more deplorable. The attempt fucceeding, we thould fall in-
to tyranny; for a change of religion could never be brought
about by confent; and the fame force, that would be fufficient to
enflave our ' confciences, would be fufficient for all the other.
purpofes of arbitrary power. The attempt failing, we {hould
fall into anarchy ; for there is no medium when difputes be-
tween a princeand his people are arrived at a certain point; he
mutt either be fubmitted to, or depofed.

I mave now laid before you even more than I intended to
have faid when I took my pen; and T am perfuaded, that if
thefe papers ever come to your hands, they will enable you to
caft up the account between party and me. Till thetime of

Vor. I. [O] the
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the queen’s death it ftands, I believe, even between us. The
tories diftinguithed me by their approbation, and by the credit
which I had amongft them ; and I endeavored to diftinguith
myfelf in their fervice, under the immediate weight of great
difcouragement, and with the no very diftant profpect of great
danger. Since that time the account is not {o even, and I dare
appeal to any impartial perfon, whether my fide in it be that of
the debtor.  As to the opinion of mankind in general, and the
judgment which pofterity will pafs on thefe matters, T am un-
der no great concern, ¢ Suum cuique decus pofteritas rependit.”

e Aoy dotootreteetortechucluchicodoghateetostoctotvetootogtactretechockctusototegtudtoctotacks

FR'GMT HE
E AaBebvenn a8 1 A T R,

His majefty’s embafifador at Paris,

TO
JAMES CRAGGS junor, Efg.
Secret Letter ™,

Monfieur,
‘ Y Ous avés vu par ma depéche I'ctat de la negotiation. J'ai

a prefent a vous parler, en particulier, de BoLinGerOKE.

e I’ai vu chés moi le jour apresarrivée de Mr. Prrr : etnous
avons eu enfemble une converfation d’une heure et demie; dont
la {ubftance eft, que lui, BorincsrokE, rentroit, du meilleur

* This letter, which, with feveral more private and fecret letters, had been re-
turned to lord Stair by his correfpondent, was communicated to the editor of

thefe papers, fome time ago, by a relation of his lordfhip : and itis copied here,
exallly, from the original in his own hand-writing,
de
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de fon ceeur, dans fon devoir envers {on ro1 et fa patrie; et que
rien au monde étoit capable de le détacher de cette refolution,
quand meéme fa majefté ne trouveroit pas a propos de lui faire
grace. Qu'il éroit prét, de ce moment, a s'employer avec moi
dans ce pais-ici pour le fervice du roi, f1 je croyois qu’il y pou-
voit étre utile a quelque chofe; et qu'il me communiqueroit
tout ce qui viendroit a fa connoiffance qui me pourroit ctre de
quelque ufage, et quil m’aideroit volontiers de toutes les Iu-
mieres qu’il pourroit avoir acquifes par fes habitudes icl.

Ir me dit, que je fcavois bien, par fon caractere, quil ne
faifoit pas les chofes & demi; qu'en rentrant en fon devoir il
fe propofoit de fervir le roi et fa patrie avec zele et avec af-
feion. Que pour cet effet, il fe croiroit oblige, par toutes
les obligations du devoir, de la reconnoiffance, de I’honneur
et de linterét méme, d'informer le roi de tout ce que fon ex-
perience lui pourroit fuggerer d’utile pour le fervice de fa ma-
jefte, pour I'affermiffement de la tranquillité publique, et pour
prévenir tous les projets qui fe pourront former en faveur de fecs
ennemis. Qu'il feroit tout ce qui dependroit de lui de faire ren-
trer les toris qui ont embrafi¢ le parti du prétendant dans leur
devoir, en leur faifant voir quelle efpece d’homme le prétendant
(toit; et quiils fe trompoient s'ils croyoient quils pourroient
avoir de la feureté avec lui ou pour leur libert¢ ou pour leur re-
ligion. Que pour pouvoir faire cela, il ¢toit neceflaire, méme
pour le fervice du roi, que lui, BoLINGBROKE, ne flit pas per-
du de reputation, qu’il ne pafst pas pour délateur.

I infifta beaucoup fur cet article. ¢ Ce que je propole de

« faire, me dit-il, eft digne d’un honnéte homme, convaincu
¢« de fon erreur et touché d’un vrai répentir; c’eft ce que je fe-
¢ rai hautement et 4 la face de l'univers: et permettés-moi
¢ d’ajouter, que C'eft un fervice réel que je rendrai au roi et A
¢ ma
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“ ma patrie. Mais de confentir 4 trahir des particuliers, ou 3 révé-
¢ ler ce qui m'a {té confié, ce feroit me defhonnorer 3 jamais.”

Z B ¢ ; ; s

JE ne dois pas oublier & vous dire, qu’outre fon cloignement
pour le prétendant, il m’a temoigné beaucoup de dépit contre la
France: et je fuis fir qu'il me parloit fincerement.

Je {erai bien-aife d’étre inftruit ay plutét touchant les inten-
tions du roi a fon ¢gard, et de ce que je dois lui promettre ay
nom de fa majefté; afin quil puiffe étre en état de fe rétirer de ce
pais-ici, ol jappréhende qu’il ne fait pas bon pour lui.

Pour moi; je vousavoue franchement, que je crois qu’il m’a
parlé dans la fincérité de fon ceeur;  qu'il eft refolu de faire fon
mieux pour abattre le parti du prétendant, et pour le déraciner
tout-a-fait {i cela dependoit de Iuj: et i me paroit certain, qu’il
n'y a perfonne qui puifie nuire au prétendant au point qu’il le
peut faire,

A'pa fin de nétre converfation, il me ferra la main, et me
dit: ¢« Mi lord, fi on me fait la Juftice de croire que mes
“ profeflions font finceres, plus ils menagent ma réputation,
¢ plus ils font le fervice du roi, Sjay contraire ils me foupgon-
¢ nent de ne pas marcher droit, ils auront raifon d’exiger de mog
¢ des conditions que j'aurai en méme tems raifon, comme un
¢ honnéte homme, de réfufer. Les difficultés que je fais de
¢ promettre trop, peuvent fervir de garans que je tiendrai ce
¢ quoi je m’engage. En tout cas, le temset ma conduite uni-
¢ forme convaincront tout le monde de la droiture de mes jn-
“ tentions: et il vaut mieux attendre ce tems avec patience,
“ quelque long qu’il puifle étre, que d’arriver avec precipita-
“ tion a fon but en fortant du grand chemin de P'honneur et
¢ de la probité.”

REFLEC-
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