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OCCASIONAL WRITER.

NUMBER L

Inferibed to the Person, to whom alone it can belong,

Moft Noble S1r,

into the world to diftinguifh myfelf as a writer; in which,

I fairly confefs, I had not only the view of raifing my re-
putation, but that of eftablithing my fortune. A profped,
which feemed very reafonable in a time of general peace and
univerfal affluence ; in an age fo particularly polite, that it is
even the fafhion to appear knowing in all the elegant arts and
{ciences; and that to whatever branch of them a genius fhall
think fit to turn himfelf, he is fure it will be to one that is in
vogue.

I am one, whofe ambition it hath been, ever fince I came

Tur firft effays of my pen made a oood deal of noife in
the world : they filled foreign journals, and were tranflated
into feveral languages. The Sorbonne, and both our mother
Univerfitics, returned me thanks for having reconciled feveral

S 2 difputes,
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difputes, and folved feveral difficulties in chronology and hi-
ftory, which had perplexed the learned world, from the impar-
tial Evserrus, down to the circumftantial Pripsaux my phi-
lofophical Poems were received - with the greateft applaufe ;
and it is well known, that if the gay part of the world read
my Anti-LucreTius for amufement, the graveft divines have
not difdained to borrow arguments from it in their difputes:
with the materialifts,

ANmMATED by fuch fuccefs, in one part of my aim, I pro-
ceeded with indefatigable labor, till continual difappeintments,.
in the other, rendered me at length more-indifferent. to that
imaginary good, applaufe, and lefs patient of that real evil,.
want. 1 began then to compare my condition with that of
feveral great authors both antient and' moderny and finding
upon the comparifon that they had not been better treated
than myfelf, 1 was {oon led by my refle@ions to. difcover the
true reafon of our ill fortune in the world; I was foon con-
vinced that they and I had been on a wrong purfuit;. that
minifters of ftate pay no refped to the brighteft talents, when
they are mifapplyed, and efteem all' talents to be fo, which
are not wholly employed about the prefent time, and princi~
pally dedicated to the fervice of their adminiftration; neither:
can I fay this proceeding is unjuft, how much foever I fuffer

l‘.-",' it,

F we write for pofterity, we muft' not complain that the
care of rewarding our merit is left to pofterity ; and if we
negle& to ferve the ftate; thofe, who are appointed to pre-
fide over it, bréak no rule of equity. when they negle& us.
SeeNcer has been amply recompenced by pofterity for his Fairy
Queen; but the wife treafurer Burreiga declined the pay-
ment of an hundred pounds, which Queen ErLizaBETH Or-

dered
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dered:him, and left this-admirable poet to ftarve. Had SreNcER
applyed himfelf to more: ferious: ftudies, had he excelled in
phyfics,. in mectaphyfics, or even-in the firft philofophy, or in
theology, inftead of excelling in wit and poetry, the “amabiles
infaniae” oft Horace, his ufage would have been the fame no
doubt. Even the greateft productions of thefe ftudies are but
trifles in- the account of a confummate ftate{man, and may
properly enough be diftinguifhed from' the others-in- bis fenfe,
by the title of infaniae feveriores.”

Ovuxr Englifh minifters,. to their honor be it {poken, have at’
all times proceeded upon this admirable principle; the moft
excellent fermons, the mioft elaborate treatifes, have not been
fufficient to procure the advancement' of fome divines, whilft
a forry pamphlet or a fpiritual libel has raifed others to the high-
eft dignities of the church. As it has fared with mere divinity,
fo has it-fared with' mere eloguence: asone never caufed the
divine, {o the other never caufed the lawyerto be diftinguifhed.
But we knew that if either of them be employed in a court-
caufe, he never fails of making his fortunc. The fame: faté
has attended writers of another kind ; the celebrated Tatlers;
and Sped&ators,- had no reward except from bookfellers and
fame:: But when thofe authors made the difcovery 1 have
made; and applyed their talents better, in writing the Englifh-
man and the Freeholder, onc was foon created a knight, -and
the other became fecretary of ftate. In {hort, without- enu-
merating any more inftances, 1 may c nfidently affirm; that
+his has been the cafe from the days of BurLeiGH to this:time;
how much fooner it began to be {o, I hope, fir; you will not
give me the leifure to enquire.

From the moment I refolved to become a ftate-writer, ¥
mentally devoted myfelf to your fervice : and I do it now 1n
this
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this public and moft folemn manner. Employ me, fir, as you
pleafe 5 I abandon myfelf intircly to you; my pen is at your
difpofition, and my confcience in your keeping. Like a law-
yer, I .am ready to fupport the caufe, in which, give me leave
to fuppole that, I fhall be foon retained, with ardor ; and, if
occafion he, with fubtilty and acrimony. Like a Swifs, I will
behave myfelf with equal boldnefs and fidelity; my pen is my
fortune, and I think it as honorable to offer it, as offer my
fword, without enquiring in a general battle, or in private fkir-
mithes, at what relation or friend I firike, [ cancel at once
all former obligations and friendthip, and will mioft implicitly
follow your inftru&ions in panegyric on yourfelf and friends,
in fatyr on your adverfaries, in writing for or againft any {ub-
je&; nay, in writing for or againft the fame {ubje&, juft as
your intereft, or even your paflions, may render it expedient.

I am not ignorant that when Carneanes offered to argue
for virwe, and then againft it, Caro propofed to drive that
great philofopher and orator out of Rome. But Carto was a
man of narrow principles and of too confined an underftand-
ing. He confidered virtue abftractedly, without any regard to
time, to place, and to that vaft variety of -conjun&ures,
which happens in the courfe of human afhiirs, In common
life, morality is no doubt neceflary, and therefore Legiflators
have been careful to enforce the practice of it; but whenever
morality clafhes with the intereft of the ftate, it muft be, and
it always has been, laid afide. Thefe ate my opinions ; and it
is a great comfort to my confcience to find them confirmed b
the practice of fome reverend perfons, whofe examples ought
to be of greater weight with me, than that of a wretched pa-
gan. I fhall therefore fhew my {elf neither fqueamifh nor
whimfical in purfuing the enterprize to which T offer my fer-
vices, but fhall remain firmly perfuaded, that all the moral

vices,
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vices, I may be occafionally guilty of in fo good a courle,
will be exalted into political virtues.

Arrer this plain and honeft account, which I have given of
myfelf, it may be allowed me to fay, that you cannot find a
perfon better qualifyed for your fervice, or more worthy to be
lifted, among thofe who draw their pens in your caufe, and of
whom T am willing to hope that you have a greater and an abler
body in referve, than you have hitherto judged proper to bring
into the field. :

Ir is evident, that a minifter, in every citcumflance of life;,
flands in as much need of us public writers as we of him. In
his profperity he can no more fubfift without daily praife, than
we without daily bread, and the farther he extends his views the:
more neceffary are we to his fupport. Let him fpeak as con-
temptuoudly of us as he pleafes, for that is frequently the
manner of thofé who employ us moft, and pay us beft; yet
will it fare with his ambition as with a lofty tree, which ecan-
siot Thoot it’s branches into the clouds, unlefs it’s root work:
into the dirt, from which it rofe, on. which it ftands,. and. by
which it is nourifhed.

Ir a minifter falls into adverfity, fhall he take up the pem
in his own defence ? would not the cafe be as deplorable for
him to be left to write, as for a prince to be left to fight in his
own quarrel ? Believe me, fir, whenever fortune abandons you,
and who knows how foon that may happen, you will find
yourfclf in a very forlorn ftate. At the name of your {uccel-
for, thofe crowds, that attend your levee, will vanifh like {pi-
sits at the dawn of day. None will remain about you, but
{uch as no other adminiftration will condefcend to employ :
and we may therefore very probably behold you, which. would

be
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i ure a fafe - retreat
* on the. other,
two grotefque perf and nearly allyed,
but furely as litdle fit to {upport a minifter in his decline, as to
adorn his triumph. In fuch 2 turn as tl you may depend
on my utmoft efforts ta keep up a_fpirit for you: and I can
make no doubt of being feconded by feveral of my fellow-
writers, fince I am certain you will not icruple to fhare fome
] parfimony haye

part of that fortune, which your induftry
;s and fince we
e fixpence in the

raifed, with thofe who unite to fave the wh
" | ¥ oy
- to more than ff.
fum for {o great

bt indeed, endeavouring to
on one fide of you,

Flo orya

thall be reafonable enough not to ex
pound out of it, which cannot well
teen or twenty thoufand pounds, A tri
a fervice and fo weighty a purfe

You may perhaps, after all I have faid, be ftill pt to think
that thefe are wild difcourfes, which have na other foundation
but my defire to render myfclf neceffary.  You may refine toa
much in your refleGtions on my condudt, and too little in thofe
you make on your prefent fituation ; og if you judge rightly of
this, it is not impofiible but you may depend too much on your
own vigilance anddexterity. Should anyof thofe flatterers, wha
often betray their patrons into a fatal fecurity, {peak to you
much in the fame manner, as fleep addrefles himielf to Pali-
nurus inthe fifth book of the Aeneis,

~~~~~ Palinure, ferunt ipfa aequora clafien
Acquatae {pirant aurae, datur hora quieti;
Pone caput, teflofque oculos furare labori,

You would anfwer, T am erfuaded, as this Pilot did.
) P )

Mene falis placidi vultum, flutufque quictos
Tgnorare jubes? mene huic confidere monftro?  But
o
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But Pavinurus flept, and you know the confequence,

Be not thercfore difpleafed if a fincere and zealous fervant
roufes you, admonifhes you not to truft too much to appear-
ances, and fhews you danger when perhaps you leaft expeé it.
You have failed long in a {mooth fea with gentle and favor-
able gales. We believe your courage and your abilities extreme-
ly great, but we believe it implicitly; for you have not had
foul weather enough to give any confiderable proofs of either.
Thefe circumftances, which might be abufed to infpire fecuri-
ty, I urge as reafons why you {hould be alarmed ; for the ele-
ment you have to deal with is by the laws of nature incon-
ftant : and therefore the longer you have been without a ftorm
the more reafon you have to expect one. There is no furer
prefage of an hurricane than juft fuch a dead calm as I have
obferved for fome time,

To fpeak without a figure: I would not have you flatter
yourfelf, that the indifturbed quiet you havefo long enjoyed is
merely owing to your own integrity and political merit, or to the
uncommon prufccut’;on of hawkers and pamphleteers, which
has been carried on by the direétion of one of your principal
inftruments, and indeed a moft vigorous ftatefman. This quiet,
fir, is owing to deep and inveterate defigns, which it becomes
me to lay before you, without any regard to the cenfure I may
incur, of revealing private converfation, and of breach of truft.
Know then, thatfrom the time youcameinto a fulnefs of power,
many were fhocked at the manner in which you feized it,
and at the ufe you made of it. They faid that both were
hurtful, indecent, and even fhamelefs. They went flill far-
ther, and affirmed, that your condu& was feolifh with regard
to your own intereft, fince it was { '

: | l-, - - s
foolith for a man to truft to
Nor. L T one
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one fingle expedient of government, who had feveral in his
power 3 and efpecially to fuch an expedient as that of money,
which would equally ferve to fupport him or to hang him.
Thefe perfons however, notwithftanding their difcontent, re-
folved to lie quiet, till your mal-adminiftration fhould be-
come {o glaring as to juftify their oppofition, even in his ma-
jefty’s fight: they faid they would not follow your example;
and upon that occafion they remembered with fome tharpnefs
how you did your utmoft to diftrefs the king’s affairs, upon
the firft difguft you received ; nay they were malicious enough
to call to mind fome perfonal refletions *, which the heat of
your imagination, and your familiarity with majefty, betrayed
you into, and for which they faucily withed what I dare not
name. Thefe feditious fpirits flattered themfelves that you
would do your own bufinefs when you had the full fwing of
your power. They were acquainted, they faid, with the pre-
{umption and diftruft, with the boldnefs and pufillanimity,
with the indifcretion and cunning, and with fifty other con-
tradi@ions, which made up your chara@er: and upon thefe
they depended for putting a fpeedy end to your adminiftration,
This end they imagine to be now at hand ; for thus they rea-
fon. A minifter, who is attacked on his management of the
public revenue, and has all the advantages of money and
authority on his fide, may efcape tho he is guilty ; but if he
1s innocent, the proceedings againft him in fuch a2 cafe muft
neceflarily confirm his power, and eftablith his reputation: no-
thing more defirable than fuch an attack can happen "to him.
But our prefent minifter, fay thefe malignants, direétly Aftops
all enquiry : in public he evades giving fuch accounts as the
reprefentatives of the people have a right to demand ; in pri-

* See a pamphlet called An Anfwer to an infamous Libel, intitled, Sedition
and Defamation difplajed. Printed for R, Francklin,

vate
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vate he is modeft and difcreet enough to laugh at thofe who
think him fuch a fool as to furnifh proofs againft himfelf. Can
a minifter keep his ground long, who has no other defence
than an implied confeffion of his guilt? will {uch a behaviour
be endured in a nation hitherto free, and where there remain
at leaft fome fparks of honor and of love of the country ?

Tuese and many other refleGtions, which for brevity fake I
omit, upon your particular condudt, and upon our domeftic
affairs, are frequently thrown out. But, fir, I confefs to you,
that I tremble when I hear the fame perfons difcourfe concern-
ing the fate of the nation with regard to her foreign interefts.
They affirm and they offer to demonftrate, that the affairs of
Europe never were in greater confufion, and that the part we
take upon ourfelves is fuch an one, as no nation ever acted
which was not betrayed, or whofe minifters were not infatuat-
ed. That youare fo, they fay, is paft difpute, whether you
have conducted thefe affairs yourfelf, or have left them to thofe
men of eminent talents, who are concerned in this part of
your adminiftration: they infift that nothing could have hap-
pened to us, if you had intirely neglected our foreign interefts,
worfe than what you have brought upon us, by running into
the other extreme. For they afk, what is the fruit of your
continual negotiations, fupported by a vaft expence, and car-
ried on as bufily as if the welfare of Great Britain had been
at ftake in every difpute which has happened on the contr-
nent? They anfwer for you, and they defy you to contradict
them, that we have made the quarrels of other people our
own ; and that we find ourfelves engaged as principals, in fome
cafes where we have but a very remote concern, and in others
where we have no concern at all. That our commeree {uf<
fers and runs the rifque of being loft, not for a fime, but for

ever, in feveral branches, much more beneficial to us than the
oo Oftend
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Oftend trade; and that our right to keep thofe important pof=
feffions, which were yielded to usin the moftfolemn and authen-
tic manner, iscome, bydintof negotiation, from being indifpu-
table, to be called in queftion. Ina word, that to reflore the
public tranquility, and to fettle our own interefts, we muft en-
gage in a new war and conclude a new peace: that you have
contrived to make it impofiible for us to do one, without fight-
ing againft the very principle for which we haye fought ever
fince the revolution, or to attempt the other without lying
under the particular circumftance, that our principal allies will
be as much in earneft as our enemies to wrelt out of our hands
the chief advantages which we obtained by the treaty of Utrecht.
At the time when thefe treaties were made, continue they,
your great minilter cried aloud and fpared not. He com-
plained, as much as any man, that the exorbitant power of
France was not {ufficiently reduced ; and that the barriers of
our allies, on the Rhine and in the Netherlands, were left too
weak: and is it under his adminiftration that we are to fee a
pretence given to the French, and an opportunity thrown into
their hands, of ftrengthening their power, and of extending
their barriers ? When T tell thefe objecors that your brother
anfwers for the court of France, they laugh in my face, and
reply, “ Well he may, and fo might any of thofe, who were in
the French intereft, have done at the time when the tripke alli-
ance was broken, and France was encouraged by England to
fall upon the Dutch > The minifters, who are anfwered for,
would be as weak as he, who anfwers for them, if they did
not fee the advantage in the prefent junéture, and did not
take a fecret malicious pleafure in making us, who contributed
{o much to reduce their power, become the inftruments of rai-
fing it again.  In the cafe of a war then, we have, according
to this reafoning, which really, fir, has an air of truth, no-
thing fo much to fear as the afliflance of our chief ally ; and

n
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in the ca'e of a treaty, not only France, but Holland like-
wife, muft be againft-us in that important article of Gibraltar
and Port-Mahon, and in all particular advantages of commerce,
which we have enjoyed, and may find it reafonable to pretend
to. The late duke of Orleans, as dear a friend as he was to
us, infifted ftrenuoufly, that we fhould give up the places be-
fore-mentioned ; pretended a promifc to this effect, and him-
felf obliged in honor to fec ‘this promife kept. Every one,
who knows any thing of the tranfactions of thofe times, knows
with how envious an eye the Dutch beheld the feparate pri-
vileges in trade, and the fole pofleflion of Gibraltar, and of
the ifland of Minorca, which we obtained at the laft peace;
and what lengths they would have gone to facilitate the nego-
tiations, which at that time they oppo ed, if they might have
been admitted to a fhare in thefe advantages.

Tre danger of an immediate invafion, and the engagements
entered into by the emperor and the king of Spain to infult
us with their flects, and to conquer Great Britain and Ireland
for the pretender, have been very induftrioufly propagated by
thofe, who are already in your pay, and.by me, w ho ftand a
candidate for this honor, but am hitherto a volunticr in your
fervice, 1 am forry to tell you, fir, but Heaven forbid that I
{hould conceal fo material a circumftance from your knowledge,
we do not {ucceed,  We raife a {pirit, but this {pirit turns
againft you. There are more people than ever againft the pre-
tender; and zeal for fupporting the prefent eftablifhment never
ran higher. - But this zeal is not any longer without know-
ledge: it is directed to it's proper object, and there is no pof-
fibility of leading it hoodwinked to ferve any other purpofes.
Some incredulous wretches there are; who {mile when we talk
to them of invafions and the pretender, and who content them-
felves to reply, that the machine 1s very {ealonably introduced,

and
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and according to the rules of art. The greater number take
fire, and lay this new diftrefs, which we threaten them with,
at your door ; for, they fay, that we difobliged Spain fome
years ago, to tie the emperor the more firmly to us, and that
we have fince that time difobliged the emperor, by affeing
a clofer correfpondence, and greater union of councils with
France than ever was known between the two nations. They
fend us to that excellent treatife, “The barrier treaty vindicated,”
to learn our true and lafting intereft in foreign alliances, and
there they pretend that we fhall find the condemnation of all
your meafures: they lament the miferable fcene, which they
apprehend may foon be opened, his majefty’s foreign domi-
nions expofed to all the calamities of war, and perhaps in danger
of being loft; we ourfelves ftruggling againft domeftic enemies,
and defending our coafts againft invafions: thefe mifchiefs
brought upon us by a conjunéion of the emperor, our old
ally, with the king of Spain his rival; a conjunéion fo unna-
tural, that nothing but the higheft refentment at our behavior
to them both could have brought it about: in fhort, to finifh
up the pi€ure, Great Britain reduced in this diftrefs to lean
folely upon France, and the faith of that court to become
our chief fecurity.

Uron the whole matter, your enemies, fir, the fubflance
of whofe private converfation I have now honeftly reported to
you, conclude very infolently that you have filled up the mea-
fure of your iniquity and your folly, and that you muft fink,
or the nation muft fink under the weight of that calamity
which you have brought and fuffered to be brought upon her.

As fhocking as this account muft be to your ears, I promile
myfelf that the fincerity and plainnefs ‘with which I have
given it, will be agreeable to you; and that you will receive

5 into
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into your bofom a2 man whofe affe@ion for your perfon and
zeal for your fervice, muft be above all fufpicion, after giving
you intelligence of {o high a nature, without any ftipulation
for the difcovery.

I gxpgcr to hear from you in eight days from the date here-
of ; it I do not, you fhall hear again from him, who is,

Moft noble Sir,
Your honor’s

moft devoted fervant,
From my Garret,
Jan. 1726-7.

Tue OccasioNal WRITER.

THE
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