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LE T T ER

Chantelou in Touraine, Nov. 6, 1733,

My LoRrb,

Have confidered formerly, with a good deal of attention,

the fubje& on which you command me to communicate
my thoughts to you: and I pradifed in thofe days, as much
as bufinefs and pleafure allowed me time to do, the rules that
feemed to me neceffary to be obferved in the ftudy of hiftory.
They were very different from thofe which writers on the fame
fubjeét have recommended, and which are commonly prac-
tifed. But I confefs to your lordfhip, that this neither gave
me then, nor has given me fince, any diftruft of them. I
do not affe& fingularity. On the contrary, I think that a
due deference is to be paid to received opinions, and that a
due compliance with received cuftoms is to be held ; tho both
the one and the other fhould be, what they often are, abfurd
or ridiculous. But this fervitude is outward only, and
abridges in no fort the liberty of private judgment. The ob-
ligations of fubmitting to it likewife, even outwardly, extend
no further, than to thofe opinions and cuftoms which cannot
be oppofed; or from which we cannot deviate without doing
hurt, or giving offence to fociety. In all thefe cafes, our fpe-
culations ought to be free : in all other cafes, our practice

1k 2 may
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may be fo. Without any regard therefore to the opinion and
practice even of the learned world, I am very willing to tell you
mine. But, as it is hard to recover a thread of thought long
ago laid afide, and impoflible to prove fome things, and ex-
plain others, without the affiftance of many books which I
have not here; your lordfhip muft be content with fuch an
imperfe& fketch, as I am able to fend you at prefent in this
letter.

Tur motives that carry men to the ftudy of hiftory are
different.  Some intend, if fuch as they may be faid to ftudy,
nothing more than amufement, and read the life of ArisTipns
or Puocion, of Eraminonpas or Scirro, ALEXANDER or
Carsar, juft as they play a game at cards, or as they would
read the ftory of the feven champions.

Oruers there are, whofe motive to this ftudy is nothing
better, and who have the further difadvantage of becoming
a nufance very often to fociety, in proportion to the progrefs
they make. The former do not improve their reading to any
good purpoele : the latter pervert it to a very bad one, and
grow In impertinence as they encreafe in learning, 1 think I
have known moft of the firft kind in England, and moft of
the laft in France. The perfons I mean are thofe who read
to talk, to fhine in converfation, and to impofe in company :
who having few ideas to vend of their own growth, ftore
their minds with crude unruminated fac@s and fentences 5 and
hope to {upply, by bare memory, the waat of imagination
and judgment.

But thefe are in the two Joweft forms. The next I {hall
mention are in one a little higher ; in the form of thofe who
grow. neither wifer nor better by ftudy themfelves, but who

enable
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enable others to ftudy with greater eafe, and to purpofes more
ufeful ; who make fair copies of foul manuferipts, give the
fignification of hard words, and take a great deal of other
grammatical pains. The obligation to thefe men would be
great indeed, if they were in general able to do any thing
better, and fubmitted to this drudgery for the fake of the
public: as fome of them, it muft be owned with gratitude,
have done, but not later, I think, than about the time of the
refurre@tion of letters. When works of importance are pref-
{ing, generals themielves may take up the pick-axe and the
{pade; but in the ordinary courfe of things, when that. pref-
fing neceflity is over, fuch tools are left in the hands deftined
to.ufe them, the hands of common foldiers and peafants. T
approve thercfore very much.the devotion of a ftudious man
at Chrift-Church, who was over-heard in his oratory entering
into a detail with Gop, as devout perfons are apt to do, and,
amongft other particular thankfgivings, acknowledging the
divine goodnefs in furnithing the world with makers of dic-
tionaries | Thefe men court fame, as well as their betters, by
fuch means as Gop has given them to acquire it : and Lit-
tLeToN exerted all the genius he had, when he made a dic-
tionary, tho Strrrens did not. They deferve encouragement,
however, whilft they continue to compile, and neither affe&

wit, nor prefume to reafomn.
> P

Turre is a fourth clafs, of much lefs ufe than thefe, but
of much greater name. Men of the firft rank in learning,
and to whom the whole tribe of {cholars bow with reve-
rence. A man muft be as indifferent as I am to common
cenfure or approbation, to avow a thorough contempt
for the whole bufinefs of thefe learned lives ; for all
the refearches into antiquity, for all the {yftems of chro-

nology and hiftory, that we owe to the immenfe labers
o
of
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of a Scariger, a Bocmart, a Peravius, an Usuer, and
cven a Marsuam. The fame materials are common to
them all ; but thefe materials are few, and there is a moral
impoffibility that they fhould ever have more. They have
combined thefe into every form that can be given to them :
they have fuppofed, they have guefied, they have joined dif-
jointed paflages of different authors, and broken traditions of
uncertain originals, of various people, and of centuries remote
from one another as well as from ours. In thort, that they
might leave no liberty untaken, even a wild fantaftical fimili-
tude of founds has ferved to prop up a fyftem. As the ma-
terials they have are few, fo are the very beft, and fuch as
pafs for authentic, extremely precarious’; as fome of thefe
earned perfons themfelves confefs.

Jurios Arricanus, Eusesivs, and Grorcz the monk,
opened the principal fources of all this {cience ; but they cor-
rupted the waters. Their point of view was to make profane
hiftory and chronology agree with facred ; tho the latter
chronology is very far from being eftablithed with the clear-
nefs and certainty neceffary to make it a rule. For this pur-
pole, the ancient monuments, that thefe writers conveyed to
pofterity, were digefted by them according to the {yftem they
were to maintain : and none of thefe monuments were deli-
vered down in their orignal form, and genuine purity. The
Dynafties of Manerro, for inftance, are broken to pieces by
Eusesius, and fuch fragments of them as fuited his defign,
ase ftuck into his work, We have, we know, no more of
them, The Codex Alexandrinus we owe to Grorce the
monk. We have no other authority for it ; and one cannot

se without amazement fuch a man as Sir_joun Marsuam
undervaluing this authority in one page, ;md‘lmildiz':g his fy-
{tem upon it in the next. He feems even by the lightnefs of

his
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his expreflions, if [ remember well, for it is lono fince I
looked into his canon, not to be much concerned W}]DHE foun-
dation his fyftem had, fo he fhewed ‘his {kill in forming one
and in reducing the immenfe antiquity of the Egyptians fvithiui
the limits of the Hebraic caleulation. In thort, my lord, all
thefe fyftems are fo many enchanted caftles ; they ‘appe,u- to
be fomething, they are nothing but appearances: like them
too, diflolve the charm, and they vanifh from the fight. To
diffolve the charm, we mufk begin at the beginning of them :
the expreflion may be odd, but it is fignificant. We muft
examine fcrupuloufly and indifferently the foundations on
which they lean: and when we find thefe either faintly pro-
bable, or grofly improbable, it would be foolifh to expect any
thing better in the fuperftru@ture. This fcience is one of
thofe that are % a limine falutandac.” To do thus much
may be neceflary, that grave authority may not impofe on
our ignorance : to do more, would be to affift this very au-
thority in impofing falfe fcience upon us. I had rather take
the Darius whom ALEXANDER conquered, for the fon of
Hysrasees, and make as many anachronifims as a Jewith
chronologer, than facrifice half my life to collet all the learned
lumber that fills the head of an antiquary.

OF
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Concerning the true ufe and advantages of it.

ET me fay fomething of hiftory in general, before I de-

{cend into the confideration of particular parts of it, or

of the various methods of ftudy, or of the different views of

thofe that apply themfelves to it, as I had begun to do in my
former letter.

Tue love of hiftory feems infeparable from human nature,
becaufe it {feems infeparable from felf-love. The fame prin-
ciple in this inftance carries us forward and backward, to fu-
ture and to palt ages. We imagine that the things, which
atfect us, muft affe@ poflerity : this fentiment runs thro man-
kind, from Carsar down to the parith clerk in Porr’s mif-
cellany. We are fond of preferving, as far as it is in our frail
power, the memory of our own adventures, of thofe of our
own time, and of thofe that preceded it. Rude heaps of
ftones have been raifed, and ruder hymns have been compofed,
for this purpofe, by nations who had not yet the ufe of arts
and letters: To go no farther back, the triumphs of Opin
were celebrated in runic fongs, and the feats of our Britith
anceftors were recorded in thofe of their bards. The favages

of -
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of America have the fame cuftom at this day: and long hif-
torical ballads of their huntings and their wars are {ung at all
their feftivals. There is no need of faying how this palffion
grows, among civilized nations, in proportion to the means
of gratifying it : but let us obferve that the fame principle of
nature dire@s us as ftrongly, and more generally as well as
more early, to indulge our own curiofity, inftead of prepar-
ing to gratify that of others. The child harkens with delight
to the tales of his nurfe: he learns to read, and he devours
with eagernefs fabulous legends and novels: in riper years he
“applies himfelf to hiftory, or to that which he takes for hif-
tory, to authorized romance: and, even in age, the defire
of knowing what has happened to other men, yields to the
defire alone of relating what has happened to ourfelves. Thus
hiftory, true or falfe, {peaks to our paflions always. What
pity is it, my lord, that even the beft fhould {peak to our
underftandings fo feldom ? That it does fo, we have none to
blame but ourfelves. Nature has done her part. She has
opened this- ftudy to every man who can read and think :
and what fhe has made the moft agreeable, reafon can make
the moft ufcful, application of our minds. But if we con-
fult our reafon, we fhall be far from following the examples
of our fellow-creatures, in this as in moft other cafes, who
are fo proud of being rational. We fhall neither read to
foothe our indolence, nor to gratify our vanity : as little {hall
we content ourfelves to drudge like grammarians and critics,
that others may be able to ftudy with greater eafe and profit,
like philofophers and ftatefmen; as little fhall we affe&
the flender merit of becoming great {cholars at the expence
of groping all our lives in the dark mazes of antiquity. All
thefe miftake the true drift of ftudy, and the true ufe of hif-
tory. Nature gave us curiofity to excite the induftry of our
minds; but fhe never intended it fhould be made the princi-

Vor. 1L M m pal,
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pal, much lefs the fole object of their application. The true
and proper obje@ of this application is a conflant improve-
ment in private and in public virtue. ~An application to any
ftudy that tends neither dire@ly nor indircétly to make us bet-
ter men and better citizens, is at beft but a-fpecious and in-
genious fort of idlenefs, to ufe an expreflion of TriroTson:
and the knowledge we acquire by it is a creditable kind of
ignorance, nothing more. This creditable kind of ignorance
is, in my opinion, the whole benefit which the generality of
men, even of the moft learned, reap from the ftudy of hif-
tory: and yet the ftudy of hiftory feems to me, of all
other, the moft proper to train us up to private and public
virtue.

Your lordfhip may very well be ready by this time, and
after fo much bold cenfure on my part, to atk me, what then
is the true ufe of hiftory ? in what refpe&s it may ferve to
make us better and wifer ? and what method is to be purfued
in the ftudy of 'it, for attaining thefe great ends? I will an-
{wer you by quoting what I have read fome where or other,
in Dionystus Hatrcarn. I think, that hiftory is philofophy
teaching by examples. We need but to caft our eyes on the
world, and we fhall fee the daily force of example : we need
but to turn them inward, and we fhall foon difcover why ex-
ample has this force. ‘¢ Pauci prudentia,” fays TaciTus,
¢ honefta ab deterioribus, utilia ab noxiis difcernunt: plures
¢« aliorum eventis docentur.”  Such is the imperfe&ion of hu-
man underftanding, fuch the frail temper of our minds,
that abftract or general propofitions, tho ever fo true, appear
obfcure or doubtful to us very often, till they are explained
by examples; and that the wifeft leflons in favor of virtue go
but a little way to convince the judgment, and determine the
will, unlefs they are enforced by the fame means; and we

are
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are obliged to apply to ourfelves what we fee happen to other
men, Inftru@ions by precept have the further difadvantage
of coming on the authority of others, and frequently require
a long deducion of reafoning. ¢ Homines amplius oculis,
« quam auribus, credunt: longum iter eft per praecepta,
« breve et efficax per exempla.” The reafon of this judg-
ment, which I quote from one of Seneca’s epiftles in con-
firmation of my own opinion, refts, I think, on this; that
when examples are pointed out to us, there is a kind of ap-
peal, with which we are flattered, made to our fenics,
as well as our underftandings. The inftruétion comes then
upon our own authority : we frame the precept after our
own experience, and yield to fa& when we refift fpecu-
lation. But this is not the only advantage of inftruc-
tion by example ; for example appeals not to our underftand-
ing alone, but to our paffions likewife. Example afluages
thefe, or animates them ; fets paffion on the fide of judgment,
and makes the whole man of a piece; which is more than
the firongeft reafoning and the clearcft demonftration can do:
and thus forming habits by repetition, example fecures the
obfervance of thofe precepts which example infinvated. Is it
not PLiny, my lord, who fays, that the gentleft, he {hould
have added the moft effe¢tual way of commanding, is by ex-
ample ? «¢ Mitius jubetur exemplo.” The harfheft orders are
foftened by example, and tyranny itfelf becomes perfuafive.
What pity it is that fo few princes have learned this way of
commanding ? But again : the force of examples is not con-
fined to thofe alone, that pafs immediately under our fight :
the examples, that memory fuggefts, bave the fame effedt in
their degree, and an habit of recalling them will {con produce
the habit of imitating them. In the {ame epiftle, from whence

I cited a paflage juft now, SenEca fays that CrzanTugs had
Mm 2 never
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never become fo perfect a copy of Zeno, if he had not pafled
his life with him; that Prato, Aristorie, and the other
philofophers of that fchool, profited more by the example,
than by the difcourfe of Soceares. [But here, by the way,
Seneca miftook ; for Socrares died two years according to
fome, and four years according to others, before the birth of
Aristorre: and his miftake might come from the inaccuracy
of thofe who colle@ed for him; as Eraswus oblerves, after
QuiNTILIAN, in his judgment on Seneca.] But be this,
which was fcarce worth a parenthefis, as it will; he adds that
MerroporUs, Hermacuus, and Poryaenus, men of great
note, were formed by living under the {fame roof with Ericu-
ruUs, not by frequenting his fchool. Thefe are inftances of the
force of immediate example. But your lordfhip knows that
the citizens of Rome placed the images of -their anceftors in
the veftibules of their houfes ; {o that, whenever they went in
or out, thefe venerable bultoes met their eyes, and recalled
the glorious a&tions of -the dead, to fire the living, to excite
them to imitate and even to emulate their great forefathers.
The fuccefs anfwered the defign.  The virtue of one genera-
tion was transfufed, by the magic of example, into feveral:
and a {pirit of heroifm was maintained through many agesof that
commonwealth. Now thefe are fo many inftances of the force
of remote example; and from all thefe inftances we may con-
clude, that examples of both kinds are neceffary.

Tue {choal of example, my lord, is the world : and the
mafters of this {chool are hiftory and experience. 1 am far
from contending that the former is preferable to the latter., I
think upon the whole otherwifc : but this I fay, that the for-
mer is abfolutely neceffary to prepare us for the latter, and
to accompany us whilft we are under the difcipline of

the
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the latter,-that is, through the whole courfe of our lives. No
doubt fome few men may be quoted, to whom nature gave
what art and induftry can give to no man, But fuch exam-
ples will prove nothing againft me, becaufe I admit that the
ftudy of hiftory, without expericnce, is infufficient; but affert,
that experience itfelf is fo without genius. Genius.is preferable:
to the other two ; but I would wifth to find the three toge-
ther: for how great foever a genius may be, and how much
{oever he may acquire new light and heat, as he proceeds in
his rapid courfe, certain it is that he will never fthine with the
full luftre, nor fhed the full influence he is capable of, unlefs
to his own experience he adds the experience of other men
and other ages. Genius, without the improvement, at leaft
of experience, is what comets once were thought to be, a
blazing meteor, irregular in his courle, and dangerous in his
approach ; of no ufe to any fyftem, and able to deftroy any.
Mere fons of earth, if they have experience without any know-
ledge of the hiftory of the world, are but half fcholars in the:
{cience of mankind. And if they are converfant in hiftory
without experience, they are worfe than ignorant; they are:
pedants, always incapable, fometimes meddling and pre-
fuming, The man, who has all three, is an honor to
his country, and a public blefling : and fuch, I truft, your
lordfthip will be in this century, as your great-grandfather *
was in the laft.

I have infifted a little the longer on this head, and have
made thefe diftin@ions the rather, becaufe tho I attribute a
great deal more, than many will be ready to allow; to the
ftudy of hiftory ; yet I would not willingly even {cem to fall
into the ridicule of afcribing to it fuch extravagant effects; as

* Farl of CLARENDON,

{everal
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feveral have done from TurrLy down to CasausoN, La Mot
Le Vaver, and other modern pedants. When TurLy in-
forms wus, in the fecond book of his' Tufculan difputations,
that the firft Scirro Arricanus had always in” his hands the
woiks of Xenornon, he advances nothing but what is pro-
bable and reafonable. = To fay nothing of the retreat of the
ten thoufand, nor of other parts of XrenopHon's writings }
the images of virtue, reprefented in that admirable picture the
Cyropaedia, were proper to entertain a foul that was fraught
with virtue, and Cyrus was worthy to be imitated by Scirro,
So Serim emulated Carsar, whofe commentaries were trani-
lated for his ufe againft the cuftoms of the Turks: o Cazrsak
emulated ALExanperj and ALEXANDER, AcHiLies.  There
1s nothing ridiculous here, except the ufe that is made of this
paflage by thofe who quote it.  But what the fame Turry
fays, in the fourth book of his academical difputations, con-
cerning LucuLLus, feems to me very extraordinary. - ¢ In
“ Afiam fa@us imperator venit; cum effet Roma profetus
4 rei militaris rudis ;" [one would be ready to aferibe {o fudden
a change, and {o vaft an improvement, to nothing lefs than
knowledge infufed by infpiration,  if we were not affured in
the fame place that they were effe@ed by ‘very natural means,
by fuch as it is in every man’s power to employ] ¢ partim
¢ percontando a peritis, partim in rebus geftis legendis.” Lu-
cuLius, according to this account, verified the reproach on
the Roman nobility, which Sarrust puts into the mouth of
Marivs. But as I difcover the paffion of Marius, and his
prejudices to the patricians, in one cafe; fo I difcover, me-
thinks, the cunning of Turry, and his partiality to himfelf,
in the other. Lucurius, after he had been chofen conful,
obtained by intrigue the government of Cilicia, and fo put
himfelf into a fituation of commanding the Roman army
againft Mitaripares: TuLry had the fame government after-
' wards,
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wards, and tho he had no MiTurIDATES, nor any other enemy
of confcquence, oppoled, to him; tho all his military feats
confifted in furprifing and pillaging a parcel of higlilandcfé
and wild Cilicians;; yet he affumed. the airs of a conqueror,
and defcribed his a&ions. in fo pompous a ftyle, that the ac-
count becomes burlefque. . He laughs, indeed, in one of his
letters to ArTrcus, at his generalfhip: but if we tarn to
thofe he writ to Corrius Rurus, and to Caro, upon this
occafion, or to thofe wherein he exprefles to Arricus his re-
fentment againfl Cato, for not propofing in his favor the ho-
nors, ufually decreed to conguerors, we may fee how vanity
turned his head, and how impudently he infiftcd on obtaining
a triumph.  Is it any ftrain now to fuppofe, that he meant
to infinuate, in the paffage I have quoted about Lucurius,,
that the difference between him and the former governor of
Cilicia, even in military merit, arofe from the different con-
jun&ure alone ; and that Lucurrus could not have done in:
Cilicia, at that time, more than he himfelf did ? Cicero had
red and queftioned at lealt as much as LvcuiLrus, and would
therefore have appeared as great a caprain, if he had had as
great a prince as MITHRIPATES to encounter. But the truth
is that LucurLus was made a great captain by theory, or the
ftudy of hiftory, alone, no more than Ferpinanp of Spain
and Arrmonsus of Naples were cured of defperate diftempers:
by reading Livy and Quintus Curtivs: a filly tale, which
Bopin, Amvor, and others have picked” up and propagated.
Lucurius had ferved in his youth aga_inﬁ the Marfi, proba-
bly in other wars, and Svrra took early notice of him: he
went into the eaft with this general, and had a great fhare in.
his confidence. He commanded in feveral expeditions. It
was he who reftored the Colophonians to their liberty, and
who punifhed the revolt of the people of Mytelene. Thus:
we fee that LucurLus was formed by experience, as well as

ftudy,,
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ftudy, and by an experience gained in thofe very countrics,
where he gathered fo many laurels afterwards in fighting
againft the fame enemy. The late duke of MarLsoroucH
never red Xenornon, moft certainly, nor the relation perhaps
of any modern wars ; but he ferved in his youth under mon-
fieur de TurenNE, and I have heard that he was taken notice
cf, in thofe early days, by that great man. He afterwards
commanded in an expedition to Ireland, ferved a campaign or
two, if I miftake not, under king WirLiam in Flanders: and,
befides thefe occafions, had none of gaining experience in
war, till he came to the head of our armies‘in one thoufand
feven hundred and two, and triumphed, not over Afiatic
troops, but over the veteran armies of France, The Roman
had on his fide genius and experience cultivated by ftudy : the
Briton had genius improved by experience, and no more. The
firft therefore is not an example of what ftudy can do ‘alone ;
but the latter is an example of what genius and experience
can do without ftudy. They can do much, to be {ure, when
the firft is given in a fuperior degree. But fuch examples are
very rare : and when they happen it will be fiill true, that
they would have had fewer blemifhes, and would have come
nearer to the perfection of private and public virtue, in all
the arts of peace and atchievements of war, if the views of
{uch men had been enlarged, and their fentiments ennobled,
by acquiring that caft of thought, and that temper of mind,
which will grow up and become habitual in every man who
applies himfelf early to the ftudy of hiftory, as to the ftudy
of philofophy, with the intention of being wifer and better,
without the affetation of being more learned.

Tue temper of the mind is formed, and a certain turn
given to our ways of thinking; in a word, the feeds of thit
moral chara&er which cannot wholly alter the natural charac-

ter,
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ter, but may correét the evil and improve the good that is in
it, or do the very contrary, are fown betimes, and much
fooner than is commonly fuppofed. It is equally certain, that
we fhall gather or not gather experience, be the better or the
worle for this experience, when we come into the world and
mingle amongft mankind, according to the temper of mind,
and the turn of thought, that we have acquired beforehand,
and bring along with us. They will tincture all our fature
acquifitions 3 fo that the very fame experience, which fecures
the judgment of one man, or excites him to virtue, f(hall lead
another into error, or plunge him into vice. From hence it
follows, that the fludy of hiftory has in this refpect a double
advantage. If experience alone can make us perfedt in our
parts, experience cannot begin to teach them till we are ac-
tually on the flage: whereas, by a previous application to this
fludy, we conn them over at leaft, before we appear there:
we are not quite unprepared, we learn our parts {ooner, and
we learn them better.

Ler me explain what I mean by an example. There is
f{carce any folly or vice more epidemical among the fons of
men, than that ridiculous and hurtful vanity, by which the
people of cach country are apt to prefer themfelves to thofe of
every other ; and to make their own cuftoms, and manners,
and opinions, the ftandards of right and wrong, of true and
falfe.  The Chinefe mandarins were ftrangely furprifed, and
almoft incredulous, when the Jefuits fhewed them how {mall
a figure their empire made in the general map of the world.
The Samojedes wondered much at the Czar of Mufcovy for
not living among them : and the Hottentot, who returned
from Europe, ftripped himfelf naked as foon as he came
home, put on his bracelets of guts and garbage, and grew
flinking and loufy as faft as he could. Now nothing can con-
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tiibute' more to ‘prevent us from being tainted with this vanity,
than to accuftom ourfelves carly to contemplate the different
nations of the carth, in that vaft map which hiftory {preads
before us, in their rife and their fall; in their barbarous and
civilized ftates, in the likenels and unlikenefs of them all to
one another, and of each to itlelf. By frequently renewing
this profpe@ to the mind, the Mexican with his cap and coat
of feathers, facrificing a human vi&tim to his god, will not
appear more favage to our eyes, than the Spaniard with an
hat on his head, and a gonilla round his neck, facrificing
whole nations to his ambition, his avarice, and even the wan-
tonnefs of his cruelty. I might fhew, by a multitude of other
examples, how hiftory prepares us for experience, and guides
us in it : and many of thefe would be both curious and im-
portant. I might likewife bring feveral other inftances, wherein
hiftory ferves to purge the mind of thofe national partialities
and prejudices that we are apt to contrat in our education,
and that experience for the moft part rather confirms than
removes: becaufe it is for the moft part confined, like our
education. But I apprehend growing too proiix, and fhall
therefore conclude this head by obferving, that tho an carly
and proper application to the ftudy of hiftory will contribute
extremely to keep our minds free from a ridiculous partiality
in favor of our own country, and a vicious prejudice againft
others 5 yet the fame ftudy will create in us a preference of
affe&ion to our own country. ‘There is a flory told of Asz-
carus. He brought feveral beafts taken in different places
to Rome, they fay, and let them loofe before Aucustus : every
beaft ran immediately to that part of the Circus, where a par-
cel of earth taken from his native foil had been laid. ¢ Cre-
“ dat Judacus Apella.” This tale might pafs on JoserHUS ;
for in him, I believe, I red it: but furely the love of our
country is a leffon of reafon, not an inftitution of nature.
' 6 Education
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Education and habit, obligation and intereft, attach us to it
not inftin&. It is however fo neceflary to be cultivated, and
the profperity of all {focicties, as well as the grandeur of fome,
depends upon it fo much, that orators by their eloquence,
and poets by their enthufiafin, have endeavored to work up
this precept of morality into a principle of paffion. But the
examp'es which we find in - hiftory, improved by the lively
defcriptions, and the juft applaufes or cenfures of hiftorians,
will have a much better and more permanent effeét, than de-
clamation or fong, or the dry ethics of mere philofophy.  In
fine, to converfe with hiftorians is' to keep good company :
many of them were excellent men, and thofe who were not
fuch, have taken care however to appear fuch in their writings.
It muft be therefore of great ufe to prepare ourfelves by this
converfation for that of the world ; and to receive our firlt
impreflions, and to acquire our firft habits, 'in a {cene where
images of virtue and vice are continually reprefented to us in
the colors that belong properly to them, before we enter on
another fcene, where virtue and vice are too often confounded,
and what belongs to one is afcribed to the other.

Besipes the advantage of beginning our acquaintance with
mankind fooner, and of bringing with us into the world, and
the bufinefs of it, fuch a caft of thought and fuch a temper
of mind, as will enable us to make a better ufe of our ex-
perience ; there is this further advantage in the ftudy of hif-
tory, that the improvement we make by it extends to more
objedts, and is made at the expence of other men: whereas
that improvement, which is the effe&t of our own experience,
is confined to fewer objeéts, and is made at our own expence.
To ftate the account fairly therefore between thefe two improve-
ments ; tho the latter be the more valuable, yet allowance
being made on one fide for the much greater number of ex-
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amples that hiftory prefents to us, and dedu@ion bcing made
on the other of the price we often pay for our experience, the
value of the former will rife in proportion. ¢ I have recorded
thefe things,” fays PoLvsius, after giving an account of the
defeat of Recurus, ¢ that they who read thefe commenta-
““ries may be rendered better by them ; for all men have two
¢ ways of improvement, cne arifing from their own experi-
“ ence, and one from the experience of others. Evidentior
“ quidem illa eft, quae per propria ducit infortunia ; at tutior
« illa, quae per aliena.” 1 ufe Casauson’s tranflation, Po-
LyBius goes on, and concludes, ¢ that fince the firft of thefe
¢ ways expofes us to great labour and peril, whilft the fe-
¢ cond works the fame good effe@, and is attended by no
““ evil circumftance, every one ought to take for granted, that
“ the ftudy of hiftery is the beft fcheol where he can learn how
“ to conduét himfelf in all the fituations of life.” Recurnus
had feen at Rome many examples of magnanimity, of fru-
gality, of the contempt of riches, and of other virtues ; and
thefe virtues he practifed. But he had not learned, nor had
opportunity of learning another leffon, which the examples
recorded in hiftory inculcate frequently, the leflon of modera-
tion. An infatiable thirft of military fame, an unconfined
ambition of extending their empire, an extravagant confidence
in their own courage and force, an infolent contempt of their
enemies, and an impetuous over-bearing {pirit with which the

purfued all their enterprizes, compofed in his days the diftin-
guithing charadter of a Roman. Whatever the fenate and
people reflolved to the members of that commonwealth, ap-
peared both pradicable and juft. Neither difficulties nor dan-
gers could check them ; and their fages had not yet difcovered,
that virtues in excefs degenerate into vices. Notwithftanding
the beautiful rant which Horace puts into his mouth, I make
no doubt that RecuLus learned at Carthage thofe leflons of

moderation
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moderation which he had not learned at Rome: but he
learned them by experience, and the fruits of this experience
came too late, and coft too dear ; for they coft the total de-
feat of the Roman army, the prolongation of a calamitous
war which might have been finifhed by a glorious peace, the
lofs of liberty to thoufands of Roman citizens, and to Rz-
cuLus himfelf the lofs of life in the midft of torments, if we
are entirely to credit what is perhaps exaggeration in the Ro-
man authors,

Tuere is another advantage, worthy our obfervation, that
belongs to the ftudy of hiftory ; and that I fhall mention here,
not only becaufe of the importance of it, but becaufe it leads
me immediately to fpeak of the nature of the improvement
we ought to have in our view, and of the method in which
it feems to me that this improvement ought to be purfued :
two particulars from which your lordfhip may think perhaps
that I digrefs too long. The advantage I mean confifts in
this, that the examples which hiftory prefents to us, both of
men and of events, are generally complete : the whole exam-
ple is before us, and confequently the whole leflon, or fome-
times the various leflons, which philofophy propofes to teach
us by this example. For firft, as to men; we fee them at
their whole length in hiftory, and we fee them generally there
through a medium lefs partial at leaft than that of experience :
for I imagine that a whig or a tory, whilft thofe parties fub-
fifted, would have condemned in SaTurninus the fpirit of
faion which he applauded in his own tribunes, and would
have applauded in Drusus the fpirit of moderation which he
defpifed in thofe of the contrary party, and which he fufpected
and hated in thofe of his own party. The villain who has
impofed on mankind by his power or cunning, and whom ex-
perience could not unmatk for a time, is unmatked at length d

an
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and the honeft man, who has been mifunderftood or defamed,
is juftified before his flory ends.  Or if this does not bappen,
if the villain dies with his mafk on, in the midft of applaufe,
and honor, and wealth, and power, and if the honeft man
dies under the fame load of calumny and difgrace under which
he lived, driven perhaps into exile, and expofed to want ; yet
we fee hiftorical juftice executed, the name of one branded
with infamy, and that of the other celebrated with panegyric
to fucceeding ages. “ Praccipuum munos annalium recr, ne
«“ virtutes fileantur 5 utque pravis dictis fa&ifque ex pofleritate
“ et infamia mectus fit.” Thus, according to Tacitus, and

; s |

according to truth, from which his judgments feldom deviate,
the principal duty of hiftory is to ere& a tribunal, like that
among the Egyptians, mentioned by Dropokus Sicurus, where
men and princes themfelves were tried, and condemned or
acquitted, after their deaths; where thofe who had not been
punifthed for their erimes, and thofe who had not been honored
for their virtues, received a juft retribution. The fentence is
pronounced in one cafe, as it was in the other, too late to
corret or recompenfe ; but it is pronounced in time to ren-
der thefe examples of general inflru@ion to mankind. "Thus
Crcero, that I may quote one inftance out of thoufands, and
that I may do juftice to the general chara&er of that great
man, whofe particular failing I have cenfured fo freely ; Cicero,
I fay was abandoned by Ocravrus, and maffacred by AnTony.
But let any man read this fragment of AureLios Fu scus, and
chufe which he would with to have been, the orator, or the
triumvir ! “ Quoad humanum genus incolume manferit,
¢ quamdiu ufus literis, honor fummae eloquentiae pretium erit,
““ quamdiu rerum natura aut fortuna fleterit, aut memoria du-
‘¢ raverit, admirabile pofteris vigebis ingenium, et uno pro-
¢ fcriptus feculo, profcribes Antonrum omnibus.”

THUS
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Tuus again, as to events that ftand recorded in hiftory ; we
fee them all, we fee them as they followed one another, or as they
produced one another, caufes or effects, immediate or remote,
We are caft back, asit were, into former ages : we live with the
men who lived before us, and we inhabit countries that we never
faw, Place is enlarged, and time prolonged, in this manner ;
fo that the man who applies himf{clf early to the ftudy of hif-
tory, may acquire in a few years, and before he fets his foot
abroad in the world, not only a more extended I{nowlﬁdge of
mankind, but the experience of more centuries than any of
the patriarchs faw. The eveats we are witnefles of, in the
courfe of the longeft life, appear to us very often original, un-
prepared, fingle, and un-relative, if I may ufe fuch an ex-
preflion for want of a better in Englith; in French I would
fay ilolés : they appear fuch very often, are called accidents,
and looked on as the effe@s of chance ; a word, by the way,
which is in conflant ufe, and has frequently no determinate
meaning. We get over the prefent difficulty, we improve the
momentary advantage, as well as we can, and we look no far-
ther. Experience can carry us no farther ; for experience can
go a very little way back in difcovering caufes: and effe@s are
not the objects of experience till they happen. From hence
many errors in judgment, and by confequence in condu, ne-
ceffarily arife. And here too lies the difference we are {peak-
ing of between hiftory and experience.  The advantage on
the fide of the former is double. In ancient hiftory, as we
have {aid already, the examples are complete, which are in-
complete in the courfe of cxperience. The beginning, the
progre(lion, and the end appear, not of partieular reigns, much
lels of particular enterprizes, or fyftems of policy alone, but
of governments, of nations, of empires, and of all the various
{yftems that have fucceeded one another in the courfe of their

duration, In modern hiftory, the examples may be, and fome-
times




280 O = B 8iE-U. DY

times are, incomplete; but they have this advantage when
they are fo, that they ferve to render complete the examples
of our own time. Experience is doubly defeGive ; we are
born too late to fee the beginning, and we die too foon to fee
the end of many things. Hiftory fupplies both thefe defeéts.
Modern hiftory thews the caufes, when experience prefents the
effe@s alone : and ancient hiftory enables us to guefs at the
effeéts, when experience prefents the caufes alone. Let me
explain my meaning by two examples of thefe kinds ; one
paft, the other actually prefent.

Wuen the revolution of one thoufand fix hundred and
eighty cight happened, few men then alive, I fuppofe, went
farther in their fearch after the caufes of it, than the extrava-
gant atterapt of king Jamges againft the religion and liberty of
his people. His former condu&, and the pafiages of king
Cuarcss the fecond’s reign might rankle ftill at the hearts of
fome men, but could not be fet to account among the caufes
of his depofition ; fince he had fucceeded, notwithftanding
them, peaceably to the throne : and the nation in general, even
many of thofe who would have excluded him from it, were
defirous, or at leaft willing, that he fhould continue in it.
Now this example, thus ftated, affords, no doubt, much good
inftruction to the kings, and people of Britain. But this in-
ftruétion is not entire, becaufe the example thus ftated, and
confined to the experience of that age, is imperfect. King
James’s mal-adminiftration rendered a revolution neceflary and
practicable ; but his mal-adminiftration, as well as all his pre-
ceding condud, was caufed by his bigot-attachment to popery,
and to the principles of arbitrary government, from which no
warning could divert him. His bigot-attachment to thefe was
caufed by the exile of the royal family ; this exile was caufed
by the ufurpation of CromweLL : and CromwiLL’s ufurpation

was
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was the effec of a former rebellion, begun not without reafon
on account of hbqty, but without any vahd pretence on ac-
count of religion. During this exile, our princes caught the

aint of popery and iorc:gn politics. We made them unﬁt to
bo”un us, and after that were forced to recal them that they
might refcue us out of anarchy. It was necd]ary thelefore,
your lord{hip fees, at the revolution, and it is more fo now,
to go back in hiftory, at leaft as far as I have mentioned, and
perhaps farther, even to the beginning of king ]mﬂzs the
firft’s reign, to render this cvent a cornpletc ex ”unpl and to
develope all the wife, honeft, and falutary precepts, Wll‘ll which
it is pregnant, both to king and fubje&,

Tuz other example fhall be taken from what has fucceeded
the revolution. Few men at that time looked forward enough,
to forefee the neceflary confequences of the new conftitution of
the revenue, that was foon afterwards formed; nor of the
method of funding that immediately took place ; which, ab-
furd as they are, have continued ever fince, till it is become
fcarce poflible to alter them. Few people, 1 fay, forefaw how
the creation of funds, and the multiplication of taxes, would
encreafe yearly the power of the crown, and bring our liber-
ties, by a natural and neceflary progreflion, into more real,
tho lefs apparent danger, than they were in before the revolu-
tion. . The exceffive ill hufbandry pradifed from the very be-
ginning of king Wirriam’s reign, and which laid the foun-
dations of all we feel and all we fear, was not the effeét of
ignorance, miftake, or what we call chance, but of defign and
{cheme in thofe who had the fway at that time. I am not {o
uncharitable, however, as to believe that they intended to bring
lipon their Lountry all the mifchicfs that we, who came aﬂer

them, experience and apprehend. No, they faw the meafures,
Vor. II. O o they
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they took fingly, and unrelatively, or relatively alone to fome
immediate obje&. The notion of attaching men to the new
government, by tempting them to embark their fortunes on
the {ime bottom, was a reafon of ftate to fome: the notion
of creating a new, that is, a moneyed intereft, in oppofition
to the landed intereft or as a balance to it, and of acquiring
a fuperior influence in the city of London at leaft by the efta-
blithment of great corporations, was a reafon of party to others:
and I make no doubt that the opportunity of amafling im-
menfe eftates by the management of funds, by trafficking in
paper, and by all the arts of jobbing, was a reafon of private
intereft to thofe who fupported and improved this fcheme of
iniquity, if not to thole who devifed it. They looked no farther.
Nay, we who came after them, and have long tafted the bit-
ter fruits of the corruption they planted, were far from takin
fuch an alarm at our diftrefs, and our danger, as they deferved;
till the moft remote and fatal effe@ of caufes, laid by the laft
generation, was very near becoming an objet of experience in
this. Your lordfhip, I am fure, fees at cnce how much a due
refle@ion on the paffages of former times, as they fland re-
corded in the -hiftory of our own, and of other countrics,
would have deterred a free people from trufting the fole ma-
nagement of fo great a revenue, and the fole nomination of
thofe legions of cfficers employed in it, to their chief magi-
ftrate.  There remained indeed no pretence fir doing fo, when
once a falary was fettled on the prince, and the public revenue
was no longer in any fenfe his revenue, nor the public expence
his expence.  Give me me leave to add, that it would have
been, and would be ftill, more decent with regard to the
prince, and lcfs repugnant if not more conformable to the prin-
ciples and practice too of our government, to take this power
and influence from the prince, or to fhare it with Lim ; than
to
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to exclude men from the privilege of reprefenting their fellow-
{ubjects who would chufe them in parliament, purely becaufe
they are employed and trufted by the prince.

Your lordfhip fees not only, how much a duc refleGion
upon the experience of other ages and countries would have
pointed out national corruption, as the natural and neceffary
confequence of invefting the crown with the management of fo
great a revenue ; but alfo the lofs of liberty, as the natural and
neceflary confequence of national corruption.

Turse two examples explain fufficiently what they are in-
tended to explain It only remains therefore upon this head,
to obferve the difference between the two manners in which
hiftory fupplies the defeéts of our own experience: It fhews
us caufes as in fa& they were laid, with their immediate effes:
and it enables us to guefs at future events. It can do no more,
in the nature of things. My lord Bacox, in his fecond book
of the Advancement of learning, having in his mind, I {uppofe,
what Purro and Josernus aflerted of Moses, affirms divine
hiftory to have this prerogative, that the narration may be be-
fore the fact as well as after.  But fince the ages of prophecy,
as well as miracles, are paft, we muft content curfelves to guefs
at what will be, by what has been: we have no other means
in our power, and hiftory furnifhes us with thefe. How we

are to improve, and appiy thele means, as well as how we are
to acquire them, fhall be deduced more particularly in anothes
letter,
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1. An objedion againft the utility of hiftory removed. 2. The
falfe and true aims of thofe who ftudy it. 3. Of the hif-
tory of the firft ages, with refle@ions on the ftate of ancient

hiftory prophane and facred.

ERE thefe letters to fall into the hands of fome inge-

nious perfons who adorn the age we live in, your lord-

fhip’s correfpondent would be joked upon for his proje& of
improving men in'virtue and wifdom by the ftudy of hiftory.
The general charaéters of men, it would be faid, are deter-
mined by their natural conflitutions, as their particular aions
arc by immediate objects. Many very converfant in hiftory
would be cited, who have proved ill men, or bad politicians ;
and a long roll would be produced of others, who have ar-
rived at a great pitch of private, and public virtue, without
any afliftance of this kind. ~Something has been faid already
to anticipate this objeétion; but, fince I have heard feveral
perfons affirm fuch propofitions with great confidence, a loud
laugh, or a filent fneer at the pedants who prefumed to think
otherwife ; T will fpend a few paragraphs, with your lord(hip’s
leave, to fhew that fuch affirmations, for to affirm amongit
thefe

¥
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thefe fine men is to reafon, either prove too much, or prove
nothing.

Ir our general charadters were determined abfolutely, as
they are certainly influenced, by our conftitutions, and if our
particular actions were {o by immediate objecs ; all inftruétion
by precept, as well as example, and all endeavors to form the
moral charaéer by education, would be unneceflary. Even
the little care that is taken, and furely it is impoflible to take
lefs, in the training up our youth, would be too much. But
the truth is widely different from this reprefentation of it ; forj
what is vice, and what is virtue? I fpeak of them in a large
and philofophical fenfe. = The former is, I think, no more than
the excefs, abufe, and mifapplication of appetites, defires, and
paffions, natural and innocent, nay ufeful and neceffary. The
latter confifts in the moderation and government, in the ule
and application of thefe appetites, defires, and paflions, ac-
cording to the rules of reafon, and therefore often in oppoli-
tion to their own blind impulfe.

Wuar now is education ? that part, that principal and
moft neglected part of it, I mean, which tends to form the
moral chara&er? It is, I think, an inflitution de“gned to lead
men from their tender years, by precept and example, by ar-
gument and authority, to the practice, and to the habit of
pra&ifing thefe rules.. The {tronger our appetites, defires, and
piions are, the harder indeed is the tatk of education: but
when the efforts of educatim are proportioned. to this ftrength,
altho our keeneft appetites and difires, and our ruling pai-
fions cannot be reduced to a quiet and uniform fubmuflion,
yet, are not their excefles affwaged ? are not their abulfes
and mifapplications, 1n fome degree, diverted or checked ?
Tho the pilot cannot lay the florm, cannot he carry the

thip,
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fhip, by his art, better through it, and often prevent the
wreck that would always happen, without him? If Arex-
anpER who leved wine, and was naturally choleric, had
been bred under the feverity of Roman difcipline, it is
probable he would neither have made a bonfire of Perfe-
polis for his whore, nor have killed his friend. If Scre1o, who
was naturally given to women, for which anecdote we have,
if I miftake not, the autherity of Porysius, as well as fome
verfes of Naevius preferved by A.Gerrius, had been edu-
cated by Orympias at the court of Purure, it is improbable
that he would have reftored the beautiful Spaniard. In fhort,
if the renowned SocraTes had not corre@ed nature by art, this
firft apoftle of the gentiles had been a very profligate fellow,
by his own confeflion ; for he was inclined to all the vices
Zoryrus imputed to him, as they fay, on the obfervation of
his phyfiognomy.

Wit him therefore, who denies the effe@s of education,
it would be in vain to difpute ; and with him who admits them,
there can be difpute, concerning that {hare which I afcribe to
the fludy of hiftory, in forming our moral chara&ers, and
making us better men. The very perfons who pretend that
inclinations cannot be reftrained, nor habits corrected, againft
our natural bent, would be the firft perhaps to prove, in cer-
tain cafes, the contrary. A fortune at court, or the favors of
a lady, have prevailed on many to conceal, and they could
not conccal without reftraining, which is one ftep towards cor-
recting, the vices they were by nature addiced to the moft.
Shall we imagine now, that the beauty of virtue and the de-
formity of vice, the charms of a bright and lafting reputa~
tion, the terror of being delivered over as criminals to all pof-
terity, the real benefit arifing from a confcientious difcharge
of the duty we owe to others, which benefit fortune can nei-

ther




OF HISTORY. 287

ther hinder nor take away, and the reafonablenefs of conform-
ing ourfelves to the defigns of Gop manifefted in the confti-
tution of the human nature; fhall we imagine, I fay,- that
all thefe are not able to acquire the fame power over thofe
who are continually called upon to a contemplation of them,
and they who apply themfelves to the ftudy of hiftory are fo
called upon, as other motives, mean and fordid in comiparifon
of thefe, can ufurp on other men ?

2. Tuar the ftudy of hiftory, far from making us wifer,
and more ufeful citizens, as well as better men, may be of no
advantage whatfoever ; that it may ferve to render us mere an=~
tiquaries and {cholars ; or that it may help to make us forward
coxcombs, and prating pedants, I have already allowed. But
this is not the fault of hiftory : and to convince wus that it is
not, we need only contraft the true ufe of hiftory with the
ufe that is made of it by fuch men as thefe. We ought always
to keep in mind, that hiftory is philofophy teaching by exam-
ples how to condud ourfelves in all the fituations of private
and public life; that therefore we muft apply ourfelves to it
in a philefophical {pirit and manner; that we muft rife front
particular to general knowledge, and that we muft fit ourfclves
for the fociety and bufine(s of mankind by accuftuming our
minds to refle& and meditate on the charaéers we find de-
feribed, and the courfe of events we find related there.  Par-
ticular examples may be of ufe fometimes in particular cafes ;
but the application of them is dangerous. It muft be done
with the utmoft circumfpeétion, or it will be {:ldom done with
fuccefs.  And yet one would think that this was the principal
ufe of the fludy of hiftory, by what has been written on the
fubje@. I know not whether Macniaver kimfelf is quite free
from defec on this account : he feems to carry the ufe and
application of particular examples fometimes too far. .PVIAR:LS
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and Carurves pafled the Alpes, met, and defeated the Cim-
bri beyond the frontiers of Italy. Is it fafe to conclude from
hence, that whenever one people is invaded by another, the
invaded ought to meet and fight the invaders at a diftance from
their frontiers ? MacuIaver’s countryman, GUICCIARDIN, was
aware of the danger that might arife from fuch an application
of examples. Pzrrr of Medicis had involved himfelf in great
difficulties, when thofe wars and calamities began which Lewis
Srorza firlt drew and entailed on Italy, by flittering the am-
bition of Cuaruss the eighth in order to gratify his own, and
calling the French into that country. Prrer owed his dif-
trefs to his folly in departing from the general tenor of con-
duc his father Laurence had held, and hoped to relieve him-
{cIf by imitating his father’s example in one particular inftance.
At a time when the wars with the pope and king of Naples
had reduced Lavrence to circumftances of great danger, he
took the refolution of going to Ferpinanp, and of treating
in perfon with that prince. ~ The refolution appears in hiftory
imprudent and almoft defperate: were we informed of the
fecret reafons on which this great man a&ed, it would appear
very poflibly a wife and fafe meafure. It fucceeded, and
Lavrence brought back with bim public peace, and private
fecurity.  As {oon as the French troops entered the dominions
of Florence, PerEr was ftruck with a panic terror, went to
Cuarees the eighth, put the port of Leghorn, the fortrefies of
Pifa, and all the keys of the country, into this prince’s hands;
whereby he difarmed the Florentine commonwealth, and
ruined himfelf. He was deprived of his authority, and driven
out of the city, by the juft indignation of the magiftrates,
‘and people: and in the treaty which they made afterwards
with the king of France, it was ftipulated, that Perer fhould
not remain within an hundred miles of the flate, nor his
brothers within the fame diftance of the city of Florence.

On
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On this cccafion Guicciarpin obferves, how dangerous it is
to govern ourfelves by particular examples ; fince to have the
fame fuccefs, we muft have the fame prudence, and the fame
fortune ; and fince the example muft not only an{wer the cafe
before us in general, but in every minute circumftance. This
is the fenfe of that admirable hiftorian, and thefe are his words
————— ¢« ¢ fenza dubio molto pericolofo il governarfi con gl’
« efempi, fe non concorrono, non folo in generale, ma in
¢ tutti i particulari, le medefime ragioni ; {e le cofe non {ono
« regolate con la medefima prudenza, & fe oltre a tutti li altri
« fondamenti, non, v'ha la parte fua la medefima fortuna.”
An cbfervation that BoiLeau makes, and a rule he lays down
in {peaking of tranflations, will properly find their place here,
and ferve to explain flill better what 1 would eftablith. ¢ To
« tranflate fervilely into modern language an ancient author
« phrafe by phrafe, and word by word, is prepolterous : no-
¢ thing can be more unlike the original than fuch a copy. It
« js not to fhew, it is to difguife the author: and he who has
¢« known him only in this drefs, would not know him in his
« own A good writer, inftead of taking this inglorious and
« unprofitable tatk upon him, will joufter contre Poriginal,
« rather imitate than tranflate, and rather emulate than 1mi-
« tate: he will transfufe the fenfe and fpirit of the orginal
¢ into his own work, and will endeavour to write as the an-
« cient author would have wrote, had he writ in the fame
¢ language.” Now, to improve by examples is to improve
by imitation. We muft catch the {pirit, if we can, and con-
form ourfelves to the reafon of them ; but we muft not af-
fe&t to tranflate fervilely into our condu&, if your lordthip
will allow me the expreflion, the particular conduct of thofe
good and great men, whofe images hiftory fets before us.
Coprus and the Decir devoted themfelves to death : one, be-
caufe an oracle had foretold that the army whofe general was

Vou. II. Pp killed
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killed would be vitorious ; the others in compliance with a
fuperflition that bore great analogy to a ceremony practifed in
the old Egyptian church, and added afterwards, as many
others of the fame origin were, to the ritual of the Ifraclites.
Thele are examples of great magnanimity, to be fure, and of
magnanimity employed in the moft worthy caufe. In the
early days of the Athenian and Roman government, when the
credit of oracles and all kinds of fuperftition prevailed, when
heaven was pioufly thought to delight in blcod, and even hu-
man blood was thed under wild notions of atonement, propi-
tiation, purgation, expiation, and fatisfation ; they who fet
fuch examples as thefe, a®ed an heroical and a rational part
too. But if a general fhould aé the fame part now, and, in
order to fecure his vi®tory, get killed as faft as he could ; he
might pafs for an hero, but, I am fure, he would pafs for a
madman. Even thefe examples, however, are of ufe : they
excite us at leaft to venture our lives freely in the fervice of
our country, by propofing to our imitation men who devoted
themfelves to certain death in the fervice of theirs, They
thew us what a turn of imagination can operate, and how
the greateft trifle, nay the greateft abfurdity, dreffed up in the
folemn airs of religion, can carry ardor and confidence, or the
eontrary fentiments, into the breafts of thoufands.

THERE are certain general principles, and rules of life and
condu@, which always muft be true, becaufe they are con-
formable to the invariable nature of things. He who fludies
hiftory as he would ftudy philofophy, will foon diftinguifh
and colle& them, and by doing fo will foon form to himfelf
a general {yftem of ethics and politics on the fureft founda-
tions, on the trial of thefe principles and rules in all ages, and
on the confirmation of them by univerfal experience. I faid
he will diftinguifh them ; for once more I muft fay, that as

to
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to particular modes of actions, and meafures of condud,
which the cuftoms of different countries, the manners of dif-
ferent ages, and the circumftances of different conjunétures,
have appropriated, as it were ; it is always ridiculous, or impru-
dent and dangerous, to employ them. But this is not all. By
contemplating the vaft variety of particular characers and events;
by examining the ftrange combinations of caufes, different, re-
mote and feemingly oppofite, that often concur in producing
one cffcét 3 and the {furprifing fertility of one fingle and uni-
form Lauﬂ. in the producing of a multitude of effeds as dif-
ferent, as remote, and feemingly as oppofite ; by tracing care-
fully, as mrdully as if the fubje& he confiders were of per-
fonal and immediate concern to him, all the minute and
fometimes fcarce perceivable circumftances, either in the cha-
ralters of aéors, or in the courfe of actions, that hiftory
enables him to trace, and according to which the fuccefs of
affairs, even the greateft, is moftly determined; by thefe, and
fuch methods as thefe, for I might defcend into a much
greater detail, a man of parts may improve the ftudy of hif-
tory to its proper and prmmpal ufe ; he may fharpen the pe-
netration, fix the attention of his rnmd and ftrengthen his
judgment ; he may acquire the faculty and the habit of dif:
cerning qu;cker, and looking farther ; and of exerting that
flexibility, and fteadinefs, which are nece.ﬂ'ary to be joined in
the condu& of all affairs that depend on the concurrence or
oppofition of other men.

Mg. Lockg, I think, recommends the ftudy of geometry
gess fo.dtiolasuh havaad defign of being geometricians : and
he gives a reafon for it, that may be applied to the prefent
cafe,  Such perfons may forget every problem that has been
propofed, and every lo Jution that L‘}ey or others have gwen g
but the habit of purfuing long trains of ideas will remain with
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them, and they will pierce through the mazes of fophifin, and
difcover a latent truth, where perfons who have not this habit
will never find it.

In this manner the ftudy of hiftory will prepare us for
action and obfervation. Hiftory is the ancient author : expe-
rience is the modern language. We form our tafte on the
firft; we tranflate the fenfe and reafon, we transfufe the fpirit
and force ; but we imitate only the particular graces of the
original ; we imitate them according to the idiom of our
own tongue, that is, we fubftitute often equivalents in the
lieu of them, and are far from affecting to copy them fervilely.
To conclude, as experience is converfant about the prefent,
and the prefent enables us to guefs at the future; fo hiftory
is converfant about the paft, and by knowing the things
that have been, we become better able to judge of the things
that are.

Tuis ufe, my lord, which I make the proper and princi-
pal ufe of the ftudy of hiftory, is not infited on by
thofe who have writ concerning the method to be followed
in this ftudy : and fince we propofe different ends, we
muft of courfe take different ways. Few of their treatifes
have fallen into my hands: one, the method of Bobpin, a
man famous in his time, I remember to have red. 1 took it
up with much expe@ation many years ago; I went through
it, and remained extremely difappointed. He might have
given almoft any other title to his book as properly as that
which ftands before it. = There are not many pages in it that
relate any more to his fubject than a tedious fifth chapter,
wherein he accounts for the charaéters of nations according to
their pofitions on the globe, and according to the influence
of the ftars ; and affures his reader that nothing can be more

4 neceflary




O'F.  H1S¥TO'R Y. 293

neceffary than fuch a difquifition, ¢ ad univerfam hiftoriarum
«“ cognitionem, et incorruptum earum judicium.” In his
method, we are to take firft a general view of univerfal hil-
tory, and chronology, in fhort abftrats, and then to ftudy
all particular hiftories and fyftems. SznEca fpeaks of men
who {pend their whole lives in learning how to aét in life,
¢« dum vitae inftrumenta conquirunt.” T doubt that this me-
thod of Bopin would condué us in the fame, or as bad a
way ; would leave us no time for a&ion, or would make us
unfit for it. A huge common-place book, wherein all the
remarkable fayings and facs that we find in hiftory are to be
regiftred, may enable a man to talk or write like Bopin, but
will never make him a better man, nor enable him to pro-
mote, like an ufeful citizen, the fecurity, the peace, the wel-
fare, or the grandeur of the community to which he belongs:
I fhall proceed therefore to fpeak of a method that leads to
fuch purpoles as thefe direétly and certainly, without any re-
gard to the methods that have been preferibed by others.

1 Tuink then we muft be on our guard againft this very
affeétation of learning, and this very wantonnefs of curiofity,
which the examples and precepts we commonly meet with are
calculated to flatter and indulge. We muft neither dwell too
bng in the dark, nor wander about till we lofe our way in the
light. “We are too apt to carry fyftems of philofophy beyond
all our ideas, and fyftems of hiftory beyond all our memo-
tials, The philofopher begins with reafon, and ends with
imagination. The hiftorian inverts this order : he begins with-
out memorials and he fometimes ends with them. This filly
cuftom is fo prevalent among men of letters who apply them-
felves to the ftudy of hiftory, and has fo much prejudice and
fo much authority on the fide of it, that your lordihip muft

give me leave to fpeak a little more particularly and plai}rjly
than

e
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than I have done, in favor of common fenfe againft an ab-
furdity which is almoft fan&ified.

BoF R oJe B GSR T 0N 8
On the ftate of ancient HisTtory.

Tue nature of man, and the conftant courfe of human -
affairs, render it impoffible that the firft ages of any new na-
tion which forms itfelf, thould afford authentic materials for
hiftory.  We have none fuch concerning the originals of any '
of thofe nations that aGually fubfit. Shall we expect to find
them concerning the originals of nations difperfed, or extin-
guithed, two or three thoufand years ago? If a thread of dark
and uncertain traditions, therefore, is made, as it commonly
i5, the introdu&on to hiftory, we fhould touch it lightly, and
run {wiftly over it, far from infifting on it, either as authors
or readers. Such introductions are at beft no more than fanci-
ful preludes, that try the inftruments, and precede the con-
cert. He muft be void of judgment, and tafte, one would
think, who can take the irft for true hiftory, or the laft for
true harmony. ~ And yet {o it has been, and fo it is, not in
Germany and Holland alone ; but in Italy, in France, and
m England, where genius has abounded, and tafte has been
long refined.  Our great fcholars have dealt and deal in fables
at leaft as much as our poets, with this difference to the dif
advantage of the former, to whom I may apply the remark as
Juftly as Seneca applied it to the diale@icians—--~<¢ triftius in-
“ epti funt. Tlli ex profeffo lafciviunt ; hi agere feipfos aliquid
« exiftimant.” Learned men, in learned and inquifitive ages,
who pofleffed many advantages that we have not, and among
others that of being placed fo many centuries nearer the origi-

nal
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nal truths that are the objeés of fo much laborious fearch, de-
{paired of finding them, and gave fair warning to pofterity,
if pofterity would have taken it. The ancient geographers,
as Prutarcr fays in the life of Tuessus, when they laid
down in their maps the little extent of fea and land that was
known to them, left great fpaces void. In fome of thefe
fpaces they wrote, Here are fandy deferts, in others, Here are
impaflable marfhes, Here is a chain of inhofpitable mountains,
or Here is a frozen ocean.  Juft fo both he and other hifto-
rians, when they related fabulous eriginals, were not wanting
to fet out the bounds beyond which there was neither hiftory
nor chronology. Censorinus has preferved the diftinétion of
three acras eftablifhed by Varro. This learned Roman anti-
quary did not determine whether the firft period had any be-
ginning, but fixed the end of it at the firft, that is, accord-
ing to him, the Ogygian, deluge; which he placed, I think,
fome centuries backwarder than Jurius Arricanus thought
fit to place it afterwards. To this aera of abfolute darknefs
he fuppofed that a kind of twilight fucceeded, from the Ogy-
gian deluge to the Olympic aera, and this he called the fabu-
lous age. From this vu]gar aera when CorAEBUS Was crown-
ed viGtor, and long after the true aera when thefe games
were inftituted by IrniTus, the Greeks pretend to be able to
digeft their hiftory with fome order, clearnefs, and certainty =
Varro therefore looked on it as the break of day, or the be-
ginning of the hiftorical age. He might do fo the rather,
perhaps, becaufe he included by it the date he likewife fixed,
or, upon recolle@tion, that the elder Caro had fixed, of the
foundation of Rome within the period from which he fup-
pofed that hiftorical truth was to be found. But yet moft
certain it is, that the hiftory and chronology of the ages that
follow are as confufed and uncertain, as the hiftory and chro-

nology of thofe which immediately precede this aera.
1. The
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1. The ftate of ancient profane hiftory.

Tue Greeks did not begin to write in profe till Purrecipes
of Syros introduced the cuftom: and Capmus MiLEsius was
their firlt hiftorian, Now thefe men flourithed long after the
true, or even the vulgar Olympic aera ; for Josgenus affirms,
and in this he has great probability on his fide, that Cabpmus
MiLesius, and AcusiLAus ArRGIvVus, in a word the oldeft hifto-
rians in Greece, were very little more ancient than the expe-
dition of the Perfians againft the Grecks. As {feveral cen-
turies pafled between the Olympic aera and thefe firft hifte-
rians, there pafled likewife feveral more between thefe and the
firft Greek chronologers. Tivorus about the time of ProLomy
PuiLaperruus, and EratostHENEs about that of ProrLomy
EvercETes, feem firft to have digefted the events recorded
by them, according to the olympiads. Precedent writers
mentioned fometimes the olympiads; but this rule of reckon-
ing was not brought into eftablifhed ufe {fooner. The rule
could not ferve to render hiftory more clear and certain till it
was followed : it was not followed till about five hundred
years after the Olympic aera. There remains therefore no
pretence to place the beginning of the hiftorical age fo high as
Varro placed it, by five hundred years.

HeLranicus indeed and others pretended to give the origi-
nals of cities and governments, and to deduce their narrations
from .great antiquity. ‘Their works are loft, but we can
judge how inconfiderable the lofs is, by the writings of that
age which remain, and by the report of thofe who had feen
the others. For inftance, HeropoTus was cotemporary with
Herranicus. Heroporus was inquifitive enough in all con-
fcience, and propofed to publifh all he could learn of the anti-

quitics
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quities of the Ionians, Lydians, Phrygians, Egyptians, Baby-
lonians, Medes, and Perfians ; that is, of almoft all the nati-
ons who were known in his time to exift. If he wrote Afly-
riacs, we have them not ; but we are fure that this word was
ufed proverbially to fignify fabulous legends, foon after his
time, and when the mode of publifhing {uch relations and hif-
tories prevailed among the Greeks.

In the nine books we have, he goes back indeed almoft to
the Olympic aera, without taking notice of it however ; but
he goes back only to tell an old woman’s tale, of a king who
loft his crown for fhewing his wife naked to his favorite ; and
from Canvavres and Gyces he haftens, or rather he takes a
great leap, down to Cyrus.

SomeTHING like a thread of hiftory of the Medes and then
of the Perfians, to the flight of Xerxes, which happened in
his own time, is carried on. The events of his own time
are related with an air of hiftory. But all accounts of the
Greeks as well as the Perfians, which precede thefe, and all
the accounts which he gives occafionally of other nations,
were drawn up moft manifeftly on broken, perplexed, and
doubtful fcraps of tradition. He had neither original records,
nor any authentic memorials to guide him, and yet thefe are
the fole foundationis of true hiftory. HrropoTus flourithed,
I think, little more than half a century, and Xenormnon little
more than a whole century, after the death of Cyrus: and
yet how various and repugnant are the relations made by thefe
two hiftorians, of the birth, life, and death of this prince ?
If more hiftorics had come down from thefe ages to ours, the
uncertainty and inutility of them all would be but the more
manifeft.,  We fhould find that Acusiraus rejected the tradi-
tions of Hestop, that Herranicus contradicted AcusiLaus,

Vou. Il Qq that
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that Ernorus accufed He LLanicus, that Timarus accufed
Errorus, and all pofterior writers Timarus.  This is the re-
port of Joseruus. But, in order to fhew the ignorance and
talthood of all thofe writers through whom the traditions of
profane antiquity came to the Greeks, I will quote to your
lordfhip a much. better authority than that of Joseesus; the
authority of one who had no prejudice to bias him, no parti-
cular caufe to defend, nor {fyltem of ancient hiftory to efta-
blith, and all the helps, as well as talents, neceflary to make
him a competent judge. The man I mean isStrazo.

Seraxine. of the Maffagetae in his eleventh book, he writes
to this effe¢t : that no author had given a true account of
them, tho feveral had writ of the war that Cyrus waged
againft them ; and that hifforians had found as little credit in
what they had related concerning the affairs of the Perfians,
Medes, and Syrians : that this was due to their folly ; for obferv-
ing that thofe who wrote fables profeffedly were held in efteem,
thele men imagined they thould render their writings more
agreeable, if, under the appearance and pretence of true hif-
tory, they related what they had neither feen nor heard from:
perlons able to give them true information ; and that accord-
ingly their only aim had been to drefs up pleafing and mar-
vellous relations: that one may better give credit to Hrsiop:
and Homer, when they talk of their heroes, nay even to-
dramatic poets, than to Cresras, HeroporTus, Herranicus,,
and their followers : that it is not {afe to give credit even to the.
greateft part of the hiftorians who writ concerning ALEX-
ANDER ; fince they too, encouraged by the greater reputation:
of this conqueror, by the diftance to which he carried his
arms, and by the difficulty of difproving what they faid of
actions performed in regions fo remote, were apt to deceive
that indeed when the Roman empire on one fide, and the:

Parthian,
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Parthian on the other, came to extend themfelves, the truth
of things grew to be better known.

You fee, my lord, not only how late profane hiftory began
to be writ by the Greeks, but how much later it began to be
writ with any regard to truth ; and confequently what wretched
materials the learned men, who arofe after the age of Arex-
ANDER, had to employ, when they attempted to form {yftems
of ancient hiftory and chronology. We have fome remains
of that laborious compiler Dioborus Stcurus, but do we
find in him any thread of ancient hiftory, I mean, that which
pafled for ancient in his time? What complaints, on the con-
trary, does he not make of former hiftorians? how frankly
does he confcfs the little and uncertain light he had to follow
in his refearches ? Yet Dioporus, as well as Prurarcy, and
others, had not only the older Greek hiftorians, but the more
moderp antiquaries, who pretended to have fearched into the
records and regifters of nations, even at that time renowned
for their antiquity., Berosus, for inftance, and ManeTHo,
one a Bibylonian and the other an Egyptian prieft, had pub-
lithed the antiquities of their countries in the time of the
Proremys. Berosus pretended to give the hiftory of four
hundred and eighty years. Prinvy, if I remember right, for
I fay this on memory, fpeaks to this effect in the fixth book
of his Natural Hiftory : and if it was fo, thefe years were
probably years of Nagzonassak. Manerso began his hiftory,
God knows when, from the progrefs of Ists, or fome other
as well afcertained period. He followed the Egyptian tradi-
tions of dynafties of Gods and Demi-Gods ; and derived his
anecdotes from the firft Mercury, who had infcribed them
in facred characers, on antediluvian pillars, antediluvian at
leaft according to our received chronology, from which the
fecond Mercury had tranfcribed them, and inferted them into

Rig 2 his
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his works. We have not thefe antiquities ; for the monk of
Virerso was foon deteced : and if we had them, they would
either add to our uncertainty, and encreafe the chaos of learn-~
ing, or tell us nothing worth our knowledge. For thus I rea-
fon. Had they given particular and hiftorical accounts con-
formable to the {criptures of the Jews, Jostruus, Jurius Arri-
canus, and Eusesrus would have made quite other extra@s
from their writings, and would have altered and contradicted
them lefs. The accounts they gave therefore, were repugnant
to facred writ, or they were defeGtive: they would have efta-
blithed pyrrhonifm, or have baulked our curiofity.

2. Of facred hiftory.

Wiiar memorials therefore remain to give us light into the
originals of ancient nations, and the hiftory of thofc ages, we
commonly call the firft ages? The Bible, 1t will be faid ; that
is, the hiftorical part of it in the OId teftament. But, my
lord, even thefe divine books muft be reputed infufficient to
the purpofe, by every candid and impartial man whe confiders
either their authority as hiftories, or the matter they contain,
For what are they ? and how came they to us? At the time
when Avsxanper carried his arms into Afia, a people of Syria,
till then unknown, became known to the Greeks : this people
had been flaves to the Egyptians, Affyrians, Medes, and Per-
fians, as thefe feveral empires prevailed: ten parts in twelve of
them had been tranfplanted by ancient conquerors, and melted
down and loft in the ecaft, feveral ages before the eftablifh-
ment of the empire that Arcxanprr deftroyed : the other
two parts had been carried captive to Babylon a little before
the fame aera. This captivity was not indeed perpetual, like
the other ; but it lafted {o long, and fuch circumftances, what-

ever
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ever they were, accompanied it, that the captives forgot their
country, and even their language, the Hebrew diale& at leaft
and characer: and a few of them only could be wrought
upon, by the zeal of fome particular men, ‘to return home,
when the indulgence of the Perfian monarchs gave them leave
to rebuild their city and to repeople their ancient patrimony.
Even this remnant of the nation did not continue long entire.
Another great tranfmigration followed ; and the Jews, that
fettled under the protection of the ProLrmys, forgot their
Janguage in Egypt, .as the forefathers of thefe Jews had for-
got theirs in Chaldea. More attached however to their reli-
oion in Egypt, for reafons eafy to be deduced from the new
inftitutions that prevailed after the captivity among them, than
their anceftors had been in Chaldea, a verfion of their facred
writings was made into Greek at Alexandria, not long after
the canon of thefe {criptures had been finifhed at Jerufalem ;
for many years could not intervene between the death of Simon
the juft, by whom this canon was finithed, if he died dur-
ing the reign of ProLEmy SOTER, and the beginning of this
famous. tranflation under Prouemy Puruaperpaus. The Hel-
lenift Jews reported as many marvellous things to authorize,
and even to fancify this tranflation, as the other Jews had re-
ported about: Espras who began, and Simon the juft who
finifhed, the canon of their fcriptures. Thefe holy romances
{lid into tradition, and tradition became hiftory : the fathers
of our chriftian church did not difdain to employ them. St
Jerome, for inftance, laughed at the flory of the feventy-two
elders, whofe tranflations were found to be, upon comparifon,
word for word the fame, tho made feparately, and by men
who had no communication with one another. ~But the fame
St. Jerowme, in the fame place, quotes ARISTEAS, One of the
guard of ProLemy PHILADELPHUS, as a real perfonage.

THE
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Tur account pretended to be writ by this ArisTras, of all
that pafled relating to the tranflation, was enough for his pur-
pofe. This he retained, and he rejected only the more im-
probable circumftances, which had been added to the tale,
and which laid it open to moft fufpicion. In this he fhewed
great prudence, and better judgment, than that zealous, but
weak apologift Justin, who believed the whole ftory himfelf,
and endeavored to impofe it on mankind,

Tuus you fee, my lord, that when we confider thefe books
barely as hiftories, delivered to us on the faith of a fuperfli-
tious people, among whom the cuftom and art of pious lying
prevailed remarkably, we may be allowed to doubt whether
greater credit is to be given to what they tell us concerning
the original, compiled in their own country and as it were
out of the fight of the reft of the world 5 than we know,
with fuch a certainty as no {cholar prefumes to deny, that
we ought to give to what they tell us concerning the copy ?

Tue Hellenift Jews were extremely pleafed, no doubt, to
have their feriptures in a language they underflood, and that
might fpread the fame of their antiquity, and do honor to their
nation, among their maflers the Greeks. But yet we do not
find that the authority of thefe books prevailed, or that even
they were much known among the Pagan world. The reafon
of this cannot be, that the Greeks admired nothing that was
not of their own growth, ¢ fua tantum mirantur:” for, on
the contrary, they were inquifitive and credulous in the higheft
degree, and they colle@ed and publifhed at Jeaft as many idle
traditions of other nations, as they propagated of their own.
Josernus pretended that TuEorompus, a difciple of Isocrares
being about to infert in his hiftory fome things he had taken
out of holy writ, the poor man became troubled in mind for

feveral
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feveral days; and that having prayed to Gop, during an in-
termiflion of his illnefs, to reveal to him the caufe of it, he
learned in his fleep that this attempt was the caufe ; upon
which he quitted the defign and was cured. If Joseruus had
been a little more confiftent than he is very often, fuch a
ftory as this would not have been told by one, who was fond, as
Jews and Chriftians in general have been, to create an opinion
that the Gentiles took not their hiftory alone, but their philofo-
phy and all their valuable knowledge, from the Jews. Not-
withftanding this ftory therefore, which is told in the fifteenth
book of the Jewifh antiquities, and means nothing, or means
to fhew that the divine providence would not fuffer anecdotes.
of facred to be mingled with profane hiftory ; the practice of
Joseprus himfelf, and of all thofe who have had the fame de-
fign in view, has been to confirm the former by the latter,
and at any rate to fuppofe an appearance at leaft of confor-
mity between them. We are told HecaTrus ArperiTa, for
there were two of that name, writ a hiftory favorable to the
Jews: and, not to multiply inftances, tho I might eafily do
it, even ALExANDER Porvuistor is called in. He is quoted
by Joseruus, and praifed by Euszsius as a man of parts and
great variety of learning. His teftimony, about the deluge
and tower of Babel, is produced by St. Cyriw in his firft book
againft Jurian: and Justin the apologift and martyr, in his
exhortation to the Greeks, makes ufe of the fame authority,
among thofe that mention Moses as a leader-and prince of
the Jews. Tho this Porvaurstor, if I remember right what I
think T have met with in Surpas, {poke only of a woman he

called Moso, ¢¢ cujus fcriptum eft lex hebracorum®.” Had
the
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the Greek hiftorians been conformable to the facred, I cannot
fee that their authority, which was not cotemporary, would
have been of any weight. They might have copied Moszs,
and fo they did Cresias. But even this was not the cafe:
whatever ufe a particular writer here and there might make
occafionally of the fcriptures, certain it is that the Jews con-
tinued to be as much defpifed, and their hiftory to be as ge-
nerally neglected, nay almoft as generally unknown, for a
long time at leaft after the verfion was made at Alexandria,
as they had been before. Arron, an Egyptian, 2 man of
much erudition, appeared in the world fome centuries after-
wards. He wrote, among other antiquities, thofe of his own
country: and as he was obliged to fpeak very often of the
Jews, he fpoke of them in a manner neither much to their
honor, nor to that of their hiftories. He wrote purpolely
apainft them : and Josepnus attempted afterwards, but ArroN
was then dead, to refute him. Avrron paffed, I know, for a
vain and noify pedant ; but he pafled likewife for a curious,
a laborious, and a learned antiquary. If he was cabaliftical
or fuperftitious, Josernus was at leaft as much fo as he: and
if he flattered Caricura, Josepuus introduced himfelf to the
court of Nero and the favor of Poreara, by no very honor-
able means, under the protection of AvrrTurus, a player, and
a Jew ; to fay nothing of his applying to Vespasian the pro-
phecies concerning the Meffiah, nor of his accompanying
Tirus to the fiege of Jerufalem.

In thort, my lord, the Jewifh hiftory never obtained any
credit in the world, till chriftianity was eftablithed. The
foundations of this fyftem being laid partly in thefe hiftories,
and in the prophecies joined to them or inferted in them,
chriftianity has refleted back upon them an authority which
they had not before, and this authority has prevailed where-

ever
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ever chriftianity has fpred. Both Jews and Chriftians hold
the fame books in great veneration, whilft cach condemns the
other for not underftanding, or for abufing them. But I ap-
prehend that the zeal of both has done much hurt, by endea-
voring to extend their authority much farther than is necef-
fary for the fupport perhaps of Judaifm, but to be fure of
chriftianity. I explain myfelf that I may offend no pious ear.

Srmox, in the preface of his critical hiftory of the Old tefta-
ment, cites a divine of the faculty of Paris, who held that
the infpirations of the authors of thofe books, which the
church receives as the word of Gop, fhould be extended no
farther than to matters purely of dodrine, or to fuch as have
a near and neceflary relaticn to thefe ; and that whenever thefe
authors writ on other fubjeds, fuch as Egyptian, Aflyrian, or
other hiftory, they had no more of the divine afliftance than
any other perfons of piety. This notion of infpirations that
came occalionally, that illuminated the minds and guided the
hands of the facred penmen while they were writing one page,
and reftrained their influence while the fame authors were
writing another, may be cavilled againft : and what is there
that may not? But furely it deferves to be treated with refpec,
fince it tends to effablith a diftin&ion between the legal, doc-
trinal, or prophetical parts of the Bible, and the hiftori-
cal : without which diftin@ion it is impoflible to eftablifh the
firft, as evidently and as folidly as the interefts of religion re-
quire: at leaft it appears impofiible to me, after having exa-
mined and confidered, as well as I am able, all the trials of
this kind that have been made by fubtile as well as learned
men. The Old is faid to be the foundation of the New,
and fo it is in one fenfe: the fyftem of religion contained
in the latter, refers to the fyftem of religion contained in

Vor. 1L Rz the
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the former, and {fuppofes the truth of it. But the au-
thority on which we receive the books of the New tefta-
ment, is fo far from being founded on the authority of the
Old teftament, that it is quite independent on it; the New
being proved, gives authority to the Old, but borrows none
from it; and gives this autherity to the particular parts only,
Curist came to fulfil the prophecies ; but not to confecrate
all the written, any more than the oral, traditions of the Jews.
We muft believe thefe traditions as far as they relate to chrif-
tianity, as far as chriftianity refers to them, or {uppofes them
neceflary ; but we can be under no obligation to believe them
any farther, fince without chriftianity we fhould be under no
obligatian to believe them at all.

It hath been faid by Apsapiz, and others, « That the
¢ accidents which have happened to alter the texts of the
“ Bible, and to disfigure, if I may fay fo, the {criptures in
¢ many refpeéts, could not have been prevented without a
<« perpetual ftanding miracle, and that a perpetual ftanding
¢ miracle is not in the order of providence.” Now I can by
no means fubfcribe to this opinion. It feems evident to my
reafon that the very contrary muft be true; if we {fuppofe
that Gop aéls towards men according to the moral fitnefs of
things: and if we fuppofe that he ad&s arbitrarily, we can
form no opinion at all. I think that thefe accidents would
not have happened, or that the {criptures would have been
preferved entirely in their genuine purity notwithftanding
thefe accidents, if they had been entirely diGtated by the
HoLy Guost: and the proof of this probable propofi-
tion, according to our cleareft and moft diffin@ ideas of
wildom and moral fitnefs, is obvious and eafy. But thefe
fcriptures are not fo come down to us : they are come down

broken
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broken and confufed, full of additions, interpolations, and
tran{pofitions, made we neither know when, nor by whom;
and fuch, in fhort, as never appeared on the face of any other
book, on whofe authority men have agreed to rely.

Turs being {o, my lord, what hypothefis {hall we follow ?
Shall we adhere to fome fuch diftinétion as I have mentioned?
Shall we fay, for inftance, that the {criptures were written
originally by the authors to whom they are vulgarly alcribed,
but that thefe authors writ nothing by infpiration, except the
legal, the do&rinal, and the prophetical parts, and that in
every other refpect their authority is purely human, and there-
fore fallible ? Or fhall we fay that thefe hiftories are nothing
more than compilations of old traditions, and abridgments of
old records, made in later times, as they appear to every one
who reads them without prepofleffion, and with attention.?
Shall we add, that which ever of thefe probabilities be true,
we may believe, confiftently with either, notwithftanding the
decifion of any divines, who know no more than you or I,
or any other man, of the order of providence, that all thofe
parts and paffages of the Old teftament which contain pro-

hecies, or matters of law or doérine, and which were from
the firflt of fuch importance in the defigns of providence to
all future generations, and even to the whole race of man-
kind, have been from the firft the peculiar care of providence?
Shall we infift that fuch particular parts and paflages, which
are plainly marked out and fufficiently confirmed by the fy-
ftem of the chriftian revelation, and by the completion of the
prophecies, have been preferved from corruption by ways im-
penetrable to us, amidit all the changes and chances to which
the books wherein they are recorded have been expofed ; and
that neither original writers, nor later compilers, have been
fuffered to make any effential alterations, fuch as would have

Rtz falfifiedi
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falfified the law of Gop and the principles of the Jewith and

Chriftian religions, in any of thefe divine fundamental truths ?
Upon fuch hypothefes, we may affert without fcruple, that
the genealogies and hiftories of the Old teftament are in no
refpect fuflicient foundations for a chronology from the begin-
ing of time, nor for univerfal hiftory. But then the fame
hypothefes will fecure the infallibility of fcripture authority as
far as religion is concerned. Faith and reafon may be recon-
ciled a little better than they commonly are. I may deny that
the Old teftament is tranfmitted to us under all the conditions
of an authentic hiftory, and yet be at liberty to maintain that
the paffages in it which eftablith original fin, which feem fa-
vorable to the dod@rine of the Trinity, which foretell the
coming of the Mefliah, and all others of fimilar kind, are
come down to us as they were originally ditated by the Hovy
Guosr.

In attributing the whole credibility of the Old teffament to
the authority of the New, and in limiting the authenticity of
the Jewith feriptures to thofc parts alone that concern law,
doétrine, and prophecy, by which their chronology and the
far greateft part of their hiftory are excluded, T will venture
to affure your lordfhip that I do not aflume fo much, as is
affumed in every hypothefis that affixes the divine feal of in-
{piration to the whole canon ; that refts the whole proof on
Jewith veracity ; and that pretends to account patticularly
and pofitively for the defcent of thefe ancient writings in their
prefent ftate.

Anotner reafon, for which I have infifted the rath:r on
the diftinétion fo often mentioned, is this. T think we may
find very good foundation for it even in the bible : and tho
this be a point very little attended to, and much difguifed, it

would
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would not be hard to thew, upon great inducements of pro-
bability, that the law and the hiftory were far from be-
ing blended together as they mow ftand in the Pentateuch,
even from the time of Moses down to that of Espras. But
the principal and decifive reafon for feparating in fuch manner
the legal, doctrinal, and prophetical parts, from the hifterical,
is the neceffity of having fome rule to go by: and, I proteft,
I know of none that is yet agreed upon. I content myfelf
therefore to fix my opinion concerning the authority of the
Old teftament in this manner, and carry it thus far only.
We muft do fo, or we muft enter into that labyrinth of difpute
and contradi@ion, wherein even the moft orthodox Jews and
Chriftians have wandered fo many ages, and ftill wander, It
is ftrange, but it is true ; not only the Jews differ from the
Chriftians, but Jews and Chriftians both differ among them-
{elves, concerning almoft every point that is neceflary to be
certainly known and agreed upon, in order to eftablith the
authority of books which both have received already as authen-
tic and facred. So that whoever takes the pains to read what
learned men have writ on this fubje&, will find that they leave
the matter as doubtful as they took it up. Who were the
authors of thefe fcriptures, when they were publifhed, how
they were compofed and preferved, or renewed, to ufe a re-
markable expreilion of the famous Hurr in his Demonftra-
tion; in fine, how they were loft during the captivity, and
how they were retrieved after it, are all matters of controverfy
to this day.

It would be eafy for me to defcend into a greater detail,
and to convince your lordfhip of what I have been faying in
general by an induction of particulars, even without any. other
help than that of a few mnotes which I took when I applied

myfelf to this examination, and which now lye before me.
But
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But fuch a digreflion would carry me too far : and I fear that
you will think I have faid already more than enough upon this
part of my fubjec. I go on therefore to obferve to your lordthip,
that if the hiftory of the Old teftament was as exac and as au-
thentic, as the ignorance and impudence of fome rabbics have
made them affert that it is: if we could believe with them
that Moses wrote every fyllable in the Pentateuch as it now
ftands, or that all the pfalms were written by Davip: nay,
if we could believe, with Puiro and Josepuus, that Moses
wrote the account of his own death and fepulture, and made
a fort of a funeral pancgyric on himfelf, as we find them in
the laft chapter of Deuteronomy ; yet flill would I venture to
affert, that he who expeéts to find a fyftem of chronology,
or a thread of hiftory, or fufficient materials for cither, in the
books of the OId teftament, expeds to find what the authors
of thefe books, whoever they were, never intended. They are
extra&ts of genealogies, not genealogies ; extradts of hiftories,
not hiftories. The Jews themfelves allow their genealogies to
be very imperfedt, and produce examples of omiffions and
errors in them, which denote fufliciently that thefe genealo-
gies are extracts, wherein every generation in the courfe of
defcent is not mentioned. ¥ have red fomewhere, perhaps in *
the works of St. Jerome, that this father juftifies the opinion
of thofe who think it impofible to fix any certain chronolo
on that of the bible : and this opinion will be juftified fill
better, to the underftanding of every man that confiders how
grofly the Jews blunder whenever they meddle with chronology;
for this plain reafon, becaufe their {criptures are imperfe& in
this refpect, and becaufe they rely on their oral, to re&ify
and fupply their written, traditions: that is, they rely on tra-
ditions compiled long after the canon of their {criptures, but
deemed by them of equal antiquity and authority.  Thus,
far inftance, Danier and Sivox the juft, according to them
were




OF HISTORY, 311

were members at the fame time of the great {ynagogue which
began and finithed the canon of the Old teftament, under
the prefidency of Espras. This Espras was the prophet
Mavacui. Darius the fon of HysTasPrs was ARTAXERXES
Loncimanus; he was Anasvrrus, and he was the fame Da-
rius whom Avexanper conquered. This may ferve as a fam-
ple of Jewilh chronology, formed on their {criptures which
afford infufhcient lights, and on their traditions which afford
falfe lights. We are indeed more corre&, and come nearer to
the truth in thefe inftances, perhaps in fome others, becaufe
we make ufe of profane chronology to help us.  But profane
chronology is itfelf fo modern, fo precarious, that this help
does not reach to the greateft part of that time to which fa-
_cred chronology extends ; that when it begins to help, it be-
gins to perplex us too ; and finally, that even with this help
we fhould not have had fo much as the appearance of a com-
plete chronological fyftem, and the fame may be faid of uni-
verfal hiftory, if learned men had not proceeded very wifely,
on one uniform maxim, from the firft ages of chriftianity,
when a cuftom of fan&ifying profane learning, as well as
profane rites, which the Jews had imprudently laid afide,
was taken up by the Chriftians. The maxim I mean is this,
that profane authority be admitted without {cruple or doubt,
whenever it fays, or whenever it can be made to fay, if not
¢ totidem verbis,” yet « totidem fyllabis,” or ¢ totidem lite-
“ ris” at leaft, or whenever it can be made by any interpre-
tation to mean, what confirms, or fupplies in a confiftent
manner, the holy writ ; and that the fame authority be reject-
ed, when nothing of this kind can be done, but the contra-
diction or inconfiftency remains irreconcileable. Such a liberty
as this would not be allowed in any other cafe; becaufe it
fuppofes the very thing that is to be proved. But we fee it

taken,




312 OF THE STUDY

taken, very properly to be fure, in favor of facred and infal-
lible writings, when they are compared with others.

In order to perceive with the utmoft evidence, that the
fcope and defign of the author or authors of the Pen-
tateuch, and of the other books of the Old teftament,
anfwer as little the purpofe of antiquaries, in hiftory,
as in chronology, it will be fufficient briefly to call to
mind the fum of what they relate, from the creation  of
the world to the eftablilhment of the Perfian empire. If
the antediluvian world continued one thoufand fix hundred
and fifty fix years, and if the vocation of Apranam is to be
placed four hundred and twenty fix years below the deluge,
thefe twenty centuries make almoft two thirds of the period
mentioned : and the whole hiftory of them is comprized in
cleven fhort chapters of Genefis; which is certainly the moft
compendious extra&t that ever was made. 1f we examine the
contents of thefe chapters, do we find any thing like an uni-
verfal hiftory, or fo much as an abridgment of it? Apamand
Eve were created, they broke the commandment of Gon,
they were driven out of the garden of Eden, one of their fons
killed his brother, but their race foon multiplied and peopled
the earth. What geography now have we, what hiftory of
this antediluvian world ? Why, none. The fons of God, it
is faid, lay with the daughters of men, and begot giants,
and Gon drowned all the inhabitants of the earth, except
one family. After this we read that the earth was repeo-
pled ; but thefe children of one family were divided into fe-
veral languages, even whillt they lived tegether, {poke the
fame language, and were employed in the fame work. Out
of one of the countries into which they difperfed themfelves,
Chaldea, Gop called Asramam fome time afterwards, with
magnificent promifes, and conduéted him to a country called

Chanaan,
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Chanaan. Did this author, my lord, intend an univerfal hif-
tory? Certainly not. The tenth chapter of Genefis names
indeed fome of the generations defcending from the fons of
Noan, fome of the cities founded, and fome of the countries
planted by them. But what are bare names, naked of cir-
cumftances, without deferiptions of countries, or relations of
events? They furnifh matter only for guefs and difpute ; and
even the fimilitude of them, which is often ufed as a clue to
lead us to the difcovery of hiftorical truth, bas notorioufly
contributed to propagate error, and to encreafe the perplexity
of ancient tradition. Thefe imperfe& and dark accounts have
not furnithed matter for guefs and difpute alone ; but a much
worfe ufe has been made of them by Jewifh rabbies, Chriftian
fathers, and Mahometan do&ors, in their profane extenfions
of this part of the Mofaic hiftory. The creation of the firft
man is defcribed by {ome, as if, Preadamites, they had affifted
at it. They talk of his beauty as if they had feen him, of
his gigantic fize as if they had meafured him, and of his pro-
digious knowledge as if they had converfed with him. They
point out the very {pot where Eve laid her head the firft time
he enjoyed her. They have minutes of the whole converfa-
tion between this mother of mankind, who damned her «chil-
dren before fhe bore them, and the ferpent. Some are pofi-
tive that Cain quarrelled with Aser about a point of doc-
trine, and others affirm that the difpute rofe about a girl. A
great deal of fuch ftuff may be eafily collected about Enoci,
about Noawn, and about the fons of Noan ; but 1 wave any
farther mention of fuch impertinencies as Bonzes or T'aLaroins
would almoft bluth to relate.  Upon the whole matter, if we
may guefs at the defign of an author by the contents of his book,
the defign of Moses, or of the author of the hiftory afcribed
to him, in this part of it, was to inform the people of Hrael of
their defcent from Noan by Sem, and of Noan’s from Apam
Vor. 1L, S{ by
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by Sets ; to illuftrate their original ; to eftablith their claim
to the Jand of Chanaan, and to juftify all the cruelties com-
mitted by Jossua in the conqueft of the Chanaanites, in
whom, fays Bocuart, ¢ the prophecy of Noam was com-
« pleted, when they were fubdued by the Ifraelites, who had
¢ been fo long flaves to the Egyptians.”

Arrow me to make, as I go along, a fhort reflection or
two on this prophecy, and the completion of it, as they ftand
recorded in the Pentateuch, out of many that might be made.
The terms of the prophecy then are not very clear : and the
curfe pronounced in it contradicts all our notions of order
and of juftice. One is tempted to think, that the patriarch
was ftill drunk ; and that no man in his fenfes could hold
fuch language, or pafs fuch a fentence. Certain it is, that no
writer but a Jew could impute to the oeconomy of divine
providence the accomplifhment of fuch a prediGion, nor make
the Supreme Being the executor of fuch a curfe.

Hawm alone offended ; Cmanaan was innocent; for the
Hebrew and other do@ors who would make the fon an ac-
complice with his father, affirm not only without, but
againft the exprefs authority of the text. Cmanaax was
however alone curfed: and he became, according to his
grandfather’s prophecy, ¢ a fervant of fervants,” that is, the
vileft and worft of {laves (for I take thefe words in a fenfe, if
not the moft natural, the moft favorable to the prophecy, and
the leaft abfurd) to Sewm, tho not to Jaruet, when the Ifrael-
ites conquered Paleftine ; to one of his uncles, not to his bre-
thren. Will it be faid----it has been faid----that where we
read CuanaaN we are to underftand Hawm, whofe brethren
Sem and Jarmer were ? At this rate, we fhall never know
, what we read : as thefe critics never care what they fay. Will

it
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it be faid—---this has been faid too---—-that Hawm was punifhed
in his pofterity, when Cranaan was curfed, and his defcen-
dants were exterminated ? But who does not fee that the curfe,
and the punithment, in this cafe, fell on Cuanaan and his
pofterity, exclufively of the reft of the pofterity of Ham; and
were therefore the curfe and punifhment of the fon, not of the
father, properly? The defcendants of Mzsraim, another of
his fons, were the Egyptians : and they were {o far from be-
ing fervants of fervants to their coufins the Semites, that thefe
were fervants of fervants to them, during more than fourfcore
years. Why the pofterity of CuanaAN was to be deemed an
accurfed race, it is eafy to account ; and I have mentioned it
juft now. But it is not fo ealy to account, w hy the pofterity
of the righteous Szu, that great example of filial reverence,
became flaves to another branch of the family of Ham.

I+ would not be worth while to lengthen this tedious letter,
by fetting down any more of the contents of the hiftory of
the bible. Your lordfhip may pleafe to call the fubftance of
it to your mind, and your native candor and love of truth
will oblige you then to confefs, that thefe facred books do not
aim, in any part of them, at any thing like univerfal chro-
nology and hiftory. They contain a very imperfe¢t account
of the Ifiaelites themfelves ; of their fettlement in the land of
promife, of which, by the way, they never had entire, and
fearce ever peaceable pofleffion 5 of their divifions, apoftafies,
repentances, relapfes, triumphs, and defeats, under the occa-
fional government of their judges, and under that of their
kings ; of the Galilean and Samaritan captivities, into which
they were carried by the kings of Affyria, and of that which
was brought on the remnant of this people when the king-
dom of Judah was deftroyed by thofe princes who governed

the empire founded on the union of Nineveh and Babylon.
: I Thefe
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Thefe thingsare all related, your lordfhip knows, in a very fum-
mary and confuled manner : and we learn fo little of other
nations by thefe accounts, that if we did not borrow fome
light from the traditions of other nations, we fhould fcarce
underftand them. One particular obfervation, and but one,
I will make, to fhew what knowledge in the hiftory of  man-
kind, and in the computation of time, may be expeéted from
thefe books. The Afiyrians were their neighbours, power-
ful neighbours, with whom they had much and long to do.
Of this empire therefore, if of any thing, we might hope
to find fome fatisfactory accounts.  What ‘do we find ? The
feripture takes no notice of any Affyrian kingdom, till Juft
before the time when profane hiftory makes that empire to
end. Then we hear of Puuy, of Treraru-PHaLAssEr, who
was perhaps the fame perfon, and of Sarmanaser, who took
Samaria in the twelfth of the aera of Naso~asser, that is,
twelve years after the Affyrian empire was no more.  Spxa-
cueriz fucceeds to him, and AssErEHADDON to SENACHERIE.
What fhall we fay to this apparent contraricty ? If the filence
of the bible creates a ftrong prefumption againft the firft,
may not the filence of profane authority create fome againft
the fecond Affyrian monarchs? The pains that are taken to
perfuade, that there is room enough between SarDANAPALUS
and Cyrus for the fecond, will not refolve the difficulty.
Something much more plaufible may be faid, but even this
will be hypothetical, and liable to great contradition. So
that, upon the whole matter, the {criptures are fo far from
giving us light into general hiftory, that they encreafe the ob-
{curity even of thofe parts to which they have the neareft rela-
tion. We have therefore neither in profane nor in facred
authors fuch authentic, clear, diftin@®, and full accounts of
the originals of ancient nations, and of the great events of
thole ages that are commonly called the firft ages, as deferve

6 to
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to go by the name of hiftory, or as afford fuflicient materials
for chronology and hiftory.

I mieur now proceed to obferve to your lordfhip how this
has happened, not only by the neceffary confequences of hu-
man nature, and the ordinary courfe of human affairs, but by
the policy, artifice, corruption, and folly of mankind. But
this would be to heap digreffion upon digreffion, and to pre-
fume too much on your patience. I fhall therefore content
myfelf to apply thefe refleGtions on the ftate of ancient hiftory
to the ftudy of hiftory, and to the method to be obferved in
it; as foon as your lordthip has refted yourfelf a little after
reading, and I after writing fo long a letter.
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I. That there is in hiftory {fufficient authenticity to render it
ufeful, notwithftanding all objections to the contrary.

IL. Of the method and due reftricions to be obferved in the
ftudy of it

HETHER the letter I now begin to write will be

long or thort; I know not : but I find my memory is
refrehed, my imagination warmed, and matter fows in fo
faft upon me, that I have not time to prefs it clofe.  Since
therefore you have provoked me to write, you muft be con-
tent to take what follows.

I nave obferved already that we are apt naturally to
apply to ourfelves what has happened to other men, and
that examples take their force from hence 5 as well thofe which
hiftory, as thofe which experience, offers to our refle&ion.
What we do not believe to have happened therefore, we fhall
not thus apply : and for want of the fame application, fuch
examples will not have the fame effect. Antient hiftory, fuch
antient hiftory as I have defcribed, is quite unfit therefore in

: this
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this refpect to anfwer the ends that every reafonable man fhould
propofe to himfelf in this ftudy ; becaufe fuch antient hiftory
will never gain fufficient credit with any reafonable man. A
tale well told, or a comedy or a tragedy well wrought up,
may have a momentary effe& upon the mind, by heating the

imagination, furprizing the judgment, and aflecting ﬁrgngly
the paflions. The Athenians are faid to have been tranfported
into a kind of martial phrenzy by the reprefentation of a tra-
gedy of ArsciyLus, and to have marched under this influence
from the theatre to the plains of MaraTuon. Thefe momen-
tary impref{lions might be managed, for aught I know, in fuch
manner as to contribute a little, by frequent repetitions of
them, towards maintaining a kind of habitual contempt of
folly, deteftation of vice, and admiration of virtue in well-
policed commonwealths. But then thefe imprefiions cannot
be made, nor this little effe@® be wrought, unlefs the fables
bear an appearance of truth. When they bear this appearance,
reafon connives at the innocent fraud of imagination ; reafon
difpenfes, in favor of probability; with thofe ftri¢t rules of
criticifm that fhe has eftablithed to try the truth of fac : but,
after all; fhe receives thefe fables as fables ;0 and as fuch only
fhe permits imagination to make the moft of them. If they
pretended to be hiftory, they would be foon fubjected to ano-
ther and more f{evere examination. What may have happened,
is the matter of an ingenious fable: what has happened, is
that of an authentic hiftory: the impreflions which one or
the other makes are in proportion. When imagination grows
lawlefs and wild, rambles out of the precin@s of nature, and
tells of heroes and giants, fairies and enchanters, of events
and of phaenomena repugnant to univerfal experience, to our
cleareft and moft diftiné ideas, and to all the known laws of
nature, reafon does not connive a moment ; but, far frog re-

ceiving fuch narrations as hifterical, fhe rejects them as un-
worthy
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worthy to be placed even among the fabulous. Such natra-
tions therefore cannot make the flighteft momentary impref-
fions on a mind fraught with knowledge, and void of fuper-
ftition. Impofed by authority, and affifted by artifice, the
delufion hardly prevails over common fenfe; blind ignorance
almoft {ees, and rafh fuperftition hefitates : nothing lefs than
enthufiafm and phrenfy can give credit to fuch hiftories,
or apply {uch examples. Don Quixors believed ; but even

Sancuo doubted.

Wuar I have faid will not be much controverted by any
man who has red Amapis of Gaul, or has examined our an-
tient traditions without prepoffeflion. The truth is, the prin-
cipal difference between them feems to be this. In Amabis
of Gaul, we have a thread of abfurdities that are invented
without any regard to probability, and that lay no claim to
belief : antient traditions are an heap of fables, under which
fome particular truths, infcrutable, and therefore ufelefs to
mankind, may lie concealed ; which have a juft pretence to
nothing more, and yet impofe themfelves upon us, and be-
come, under the venerable name of antient hiftory, the foun-
dations of modern fables, the materials with which fo many

fyftems of fancy have been ereéted.

Bur now, as men are apt to carry their judgments into
extremes, there are fome that will be ready to infift that all
hiftory is fabulous, and that the very beft is nothing better
than a probable tale, artfully contrived, and plaufibly told,
wherein truth and falfhood are indiftinguithably blended to-
gether.  All the inftances, and all the common-place argu-
ments, that Bavre and others have employed to eftablith this
fort of Pyrrhonifm, will be quoted : and from thence it will
be concluded, that if the pretended hiftories of the firft a.gf:sci

an
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and of the originals of nations, be too improbable and too ill
vouched to procure any degree of belief, thofe hiftories that
have been writ later, that carry a greater air of probability,
and that boaft even cotemporary authority, are at leaft infufh-
cient to gain that degree of firm belief, which is neceffary to
render the {tudy of them ufeful to mankind. = But here that
happens which often happens: the premifes are true, and the
conclufion is falfe; becaule a general axiom is eftablifhed pre-
carioufly on a certain number of partial obfervations. This
matter is of confequence; for it tends to afcertain the degrees
of affent that we may give to hiftory.

I acrer then that hiftory has been purpofely and {yftema-
tically falfified in all ages, and that partiality and prejudice
have occafioned both voluntary and involuntary errors even in
the belt. Let me fay without offence; my lord, fince I may
fay it with truth and am able to prove it, that ecclefiaftical
authority has led the way to this corruption in all ages, and all
religions. How monftrous were the abfurdities that the prieft-
hood impofed on the ignorance and fuperftition of mankind
in the Pagan world, concerning the originals of religions and
governments, their inftitutions and rites, their laws and cul-
toms ? What opportunities had they for fuch impofitions,
whilt the keeping the records and colleéting the tradi-
tions was in fo many nations the peculiar office of this
order of men? A cuftom highly extolled by Josteaus,
but plainly liable to the groffeft frauds, and even a temp-’
tation to them. If the foundations of Judaifm and Chrif-
tianity have been laid in truth, yet what numberlefs fables
have been invented to raife, to embellith, and to fupport thefe
ftruéures, according to the intereft and tafte of the feveral ar-
chite&s? That the Jews have been guilty of this will be al-
Jowed : and, to the fhame of chriftians, if not of chriftianity,

Vou. Il it the
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the fathess of one church have no right to throw the fuf}
ftone at the fathers of the other. Deliberate fyftematical lytng
has been pradtifed and encouraged from age to age ; and
among all the pious frauds that have been employed to main-
tain a reverence and zeal for their religion in the minds of
men, this abufe of -hiftory has been one of the principal and
moft fuccefsful : an evident and experimental proof, by the
way, of what I bave infifted upon fo much, the aptitude
and natural tendency of hiftory to form our opinions, and to
fettle our habits.  This righteous expedient was in fo much
ule and repute in the Greek church, that one MeTapHrASTUS
wrote a treatife on the art of compofing holy romances:
the facl, if I remember right, is cited by BaiLiew in his
book of the lives of the faints. He and other learned men of
the Roman church have thought it of fervice to their caufe, fince
the refurre&ion of letters, to dete&@ fome impoftures, and to
depole, or to unniche, according to the French exprefiion,
now and, then a reputed faint; but they feem in doing this to
mean no more than a fort of compofition : they give up fome
fables. that they may defend others with greater advantage, and
they make truth ferve as a flalking-horfe to error.  The fame
{pirit that prevailed in the Eaftern church, prevailed in the
Weltern, and prevails ftill. A ftrong proof of it appeared
lately in the country where I am. A fudden fury of devo-
tion feized the people of Paris for a litele prieft ¥, undiftin-
guifhed during his life, and dubbed a faint by the Janfenifls
after his. death. Had the firt minifter been a Jan{enift, the
faint had been a faint ftill.  All France had kept his feftival:
and fince there are thoufands of eye-witneffes ready to atteft
the truth of  all the miracles fuppofed to have been wrought at
his. tomb, notwithftanding the difcouragement which thefe

#*.The Abbé Panris,

zealots
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zealots have met with from the government ; we may affure
ourfelves, that thefe filly impoftures would have been tranf-
mitted in all the folemn pomp of hiftory, from the knaves of
this age to the fools of the next.

Tuis lying fpirit has gone forth from ecclefiaftical to other
hiftorians : and [ might fill many pages with inftances of ex-
travagant fables that have been invented in feveral nations, to
celebrate their antiquity, to ennoble their originals, and to
make them appear illuftrious in the arts of peace and the tri-
umphs of war. When the brain is well heated; and devotion
or vanity, the femblance of virtue or real vice; and, above
all, difputes and contefts, have infpired that complication of
paflions we term zeal, the effeéts are much the fame, and hif-
tory becomes very often a lying panegyric or a lying fatire;
for different nations, or different parties in the fame nation,
belie one another without any refpect for truth, as they mur=
der one another without any regard to right or fenfe of hu-
manity. Religious zeal may boaft this horrid advantage over
civil zeal, that the effe®s of it have been more fanguinary,
and the malice more unrelenting. In another refpect they are
more alike, and keep a nearer proportion : diflerent religions
have not been quite fo barbarous to one another as fe@s of the
fame religion ; and, in" like manner, nation has had better
quarter from nation, than party from party. But, in all thefe
controverfics, men have puthed their rage beyond their own
and their adverfaries lives : they have endeavored to intereft
pofterity in their quarrels, and by rendering hiftory fulfervi-
ent to this wicked purpofe, they have done their utmott to
perpetuate fcandal, and to immortalife their animofity. The
Heathen taxed the Jews even with idolatry ; the Jews joined
with the Heathen to render chriftianity odious : but the church,

who beat them at their own weapons during thefe contefls, has
et 2 had
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had this further triumph over them, as well as over the feveral
feéts that have arifen within her own pale : the works of thofe
who have writ againft her have been deftroyed ; and what-
ever fhe advanced, to juftify herfelf and to defame her ad-
verfaries, is preferved in her annals, and the writings of her
doétors.

Tue charge of corrupting hiftory, in the caufe of religion,
has been always committed to the moft famous champions,
and greateft faints of each church; and, if T was not more
afraid of tiring, than of fcandalifing your lordthip, I could
quote to you examples of modern churchmen who have en-
deavored to juftify foul language by the New teftament, and
cruelty by the Old : nay, what is execrable beyond imagina-
tion, and what ftrikes horror into every mind that entertains
due {entiments of the Supreme Being, Gop himfelf has been
cited for rallying and infulting Apawm after his fall. In other
cafes, this charge belongs to the pedants of every nation, and
the tools of every party. What accufations of idolatry and
fuperftition have not been brought, and aggravated againf(t the
Mahometans ? Thofe wretched Chriftians who returned from
thofe wars, fo improperly called the holy wars, rumored
thefe ftories about the Weft : and you may find, in fome of
the old chroniclers and romance writers, as well as poets, the
Saracens called Paynims ; tho furely they were much further
oft from any fufpicion of polytheifm, than thofe who called
them by that name. When ManonmeT the fecond tock Cen-
ftantinople in the fifteenth century, the M:hometans began
to be a little better, and but a little better known, than they
had been before, to thefe parts of the world  But their rels
gion, as well as their cuftoms and manners, was firz
mifreprefented by the Greek refugees that fled from the Turks:
and the terror and hatred which this people had infpired by

2 the
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the rapidity of their conquefts, and by their ferocity, made
all thefe mifreprefentations univerfally pafs for truths. Many
fuch inftances may be colle@ed from Maraccro’s refutation of
the koran, and Reranpus has publifhed a very valuable trea-
tife on purpofe to refute thefe calumnies, and to juftify the
Mahometans. Does not this example incline your Jord(hip to
think, that the Heathens, and the Arians, and other heretics,
would not appear quite fo abfurd in their opinions, nor {o abo-
minable in their practice, as the orthodox Chriftians have re-
prefented them; if fome Revanpus could arife, with the
materials neceflary to their juftification in his hands? He who
refleéts on the circumftances that attended letters, from the
time when CoxsTanTINg, inftead of uniting the chara&ers of
emperor and fovereign pontift in himfelf when he became
Chriftian, as they were united in him and all the other em-
perors in the Pagan {yftem of government, gave fo much in-
dependent wealth and power to the clergy, and the means of
acquiring fo much more: he who carries thefe refle&tions on
through all the latter empire, and through thofe ages of igno-
rance and fuperftition, wherein it was hard to fay which was
orcateft, the tyranny of the clergy or the fervility of the laity =
he who confiders the extreme feverity, for inftance of the laws
made by Turopostus in order to flifle every writing that the
orthodox clergy, that is, the clergy then in fathion, difliked ;
or the character and influence of fuch a prieft as Grecory
called the great, who proclaimed war to all heathen learning
in order to promote Chriftian verity 5 and flattered BrunEk-
wavLt, and abetted Procas: he who confiders all thefe things,
I fay, will not be at a lofs to find the reafons, why hiitory,
both that which was writ before, and a great part of that
which has been writ ince the Chriftian acra, is come to us

{o imperfe& and fo corrupt.

WHEN
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Waen the imperfection is due to a total want of memorials,
either becaufe none were originally written, or becaufe they
have been loft by devaftations of countries, extirpations of peo-
ple, and other accidents in a long courfe of time; or becaufe
zeal, malice, and policy have joined their endeavors to deﬁ;-oy
them purpofely ; we muft be content to remain in our Igno-
rance, and there is no great harm in that. ‘Secure from be-
ing deccived, I can {fubmit to be uninformed. But when there
is not a total want of memorials, when fome have been loft
or deftroyed, and others have been preferved and propagated,
then we are in danger of being deceived: and therefore he
muft be very implicit indeed who receives for true the hiftory of
any religion or nation, and much more that of any {e& or
party, without having the means of confronting it with fome
other hiftory. A reafonable man will not be thus implicit,
He will not eftablith the truth of hiftory on fingle, but on
concurrent teftimony, If there be none fuch, he will doubt
abfolutely : if there be a little fuch, he will proportion his af-
{ent or diffent accordingly. A finall gleam of light, borrowed
from foreign anecdotes, ferves often to difcover a whole {yftem
of falthood : and even they who corrupt hiftory frequently be-
tray themfelves by their ignorance or inadvertency. Examples
whereof I could eafily produce. Jpon the whole matter, in
all thefe cafes we cannot be deceived eflentially, unlefs we
pleafe; and therefore there is no realon to cftablith Pyrrho-
nifm, that we may avoid the ridicule of credulity.

I all other cafes, there is lefs reafon fill to do fo; for
when hiftories and hiflorical memorials- abound, even thofe
that are falfc ferve to the difcovery of the truth. In-
{pired. by different paffiens, and contrived for cppofite pur-
pofes, they contradic ; and, contradi&ting, they conviét one
another. Criticifin {epuarates the ore from the drofs, and ex-

tracts
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tracts from various authors a feries of true hiftory, which could
not have been found entire in any one of them, and will com-
mand our affent, when it is formed with judgment, and re-
prefented with candor, I this may be done, as it Has been
done fometimes, with the help of authors who writ on pur-
pole to deceive ; how much more eafily, and more cﬁ"c&ualiy
may 1t be done, with the help of thofe who paid a greater
regard to truth 7 Tn a multitude of writers there will be al-
ways fome, cither incapable of grofs prevarication from the
fear of being difcovered, and of acquiring infamy whilft they
feek for fame ; or clfe attached to truth upon a nobler and
furer principle. It is certain that thefe, even the laft of them,
are fullible. Bribed by fome pailion or other, the former may
venture now and then to propagate a falthood, or to difguife
a truth 3 like the painter that drew in profile, as Lucian fays,
the picture of a prince that had but one eye. MonNTAGNE
objects to the memorials of Du Berray, that tho the grofs of
the fadts be truly related, yet thefe authors turned every thing
they mentioned to the advantage of their mafter, and men-
tioned nothing which could not be fo turned. The old fel-
Jow’s words are worth quoting----- “ De contourner Je juge-
““ ment des evenemcns fouvent contre raifon 3 notre avantage,
¢“ & d'obmettre tout ce qu’il y a de chatouilleux en la vie
¢ de leur maiftre, ils en font meftier.” Thefe, and fuch as
thefe, " deviate occafionally and voluntarily from truth; but
even they who are attached to it the moft religioufly may flide
fometimes into involuntary error. In matters of hiftory we
prefer very juftly cotemporary authority ; ard yet cotempo-
rary authors are the moft liable to be warped from the flraight
rule of truth, in writing on fubjeds which have affe@ed them
ftrongly, « et quorum pars magna fuerunt”” I am fo per-
fuaded of this from what I have felt in myfelf, and obferved
in others, that if lifc and health enough fall to my fhare, and

i
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I am able to finith what I meditate, a kind of hiftory, from the
late queen’s acceffion to the throne, to the peace of Utrecht, there
will be no materials that I fhall examine more fcrupuloufly and
feverely, than thofe of the time when the events to be fpoken
of were in tranfation. But tho the writers of thefe two
{orts, both of whom pay as much regard to truth as the va-
rious infirmities of our nature admits, are fallible; yet this
fallibility will not be fufhicient to give color to Pyrrhonifin.
Where their fincérity as to fa& is doubtful, we ftrike out truth
by the confrontation of different accounts: as we firike out
{parks of fire by the collifion of flints and fteel. Where their
judgments are fufpicious of partiality, we may judge for our-
felves; or adopt their judgments, after weighing them with
certain grains of allowance. A little natural fagacity will
proportion thefe grains according to the particular circum-
ftances of the authors, or their general charadters; for even
thefe influence. Thus MonTacNE pretends, but he exagge-
rates a little, that Guiccrarpin no where afcribes any one
ation to a virtuous, but every one to-a vicious principle.
Something like this has been reproached to Tacitus: and,
notwithftanding all the {prightly loofe obfervations of Mon-
TAGNE in one of his eflays, where he labors to prove the
contrary, read Prurarch’s comparifons in what Janguage you
pleafe, 1 am of Bopin’s mind, you will perceive they were
made by a Greek. In fhort, my lord, the favorable oppor-
tunities of corrupting, hiftory have been often interrupted, and
are now over in fo many countries, that truth penetrates even
into thofe where lying continues flill to be part of the po-
licy ecclefiaftical and civil j or where, to fay the beft we can
fay, truth is never fuffered to appear, till {he has pafied
through hands, out of which fhe feldom returns entire and
undefiled.

Bur
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Bur it is time I fthould conclude this head, under which I
have touched fome of thofe reafons that thew the folly of en-
deavoring to eftablifh univerfal Pyrrhonifm in matters of hif-
tory, becaufe there are few hiftories without fome lies, and
none without fome miftakes ; and that prove the body of hif-
tory which we poflefs, fince antient memorials have been fo
critically examined, and modern memorials have been fo
multiplied, to contain in it fuch a probable feries of events,
eafily diftingnifhable from the improbable, as force the affent
of every man who is in his fenfes, and are therefore fufficient
to anfwer all the purpofes of the ftudy of hiftory. I might
have appealed perhaps, without entering into the argument at
all, to any man of candor, whether his doubts congcerning
the truth of hiftory have hindered him from applying the ex-
amples he has met with in it, and from judging of the prefent,
and fometimes of the future, by the paft? Whether he has not
been touched with reverence and admiration, at the virtue and
wifdom of fome men, and of fome ages ; and whether he has
not felt indignation and contempt for others? Whether Epa-
minoNDas or Procion, for inftance, the Decir, or the Scirios,
have not raifed in his mind a flame of public {pirit, and private
virtue ? and whether he has not fhuddered with horror at the
proferiptions of Marius and Sy1.La, at the treachery of TrEo-
porus and AcuirLas,and at the confummate cruelty of aninfant
king ? «Quis non contraM ar1rarma, etcontraSyLLAE prolcr ptio-
¢ nem concitatur? Quis non THEODOTO, €t ACHILLAE, €t ipfa
% puero, non puerile aufo facinus, infeftus eft ?” If all this be a
digreflion therefore, your lordfhip will be fo good as to excufe it.

II. Waat has been faid concerning the multiplicity of hil-
tories, and of hiftorical memorials, wherewith our libraries
abound fince the refurreétion of letters happened, and the art
of printing began, puts me in mind of another general - rule,

Vor. IL. Uu that
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that ought to be obferved by every man who intends to make
a real improvement, and to become wifer as well as better, by
the ftudy of hiftory. 1 hinted at this rule in a former letter,
where I faid that we fhould neither grope in the dark, nor
wander in the light. Hiftory muft have a certain degree of
probability, and authenticity, or the examples we find in it
will not carry a force fufficient to make due impreflions on our
minds, nor to illuftrate nor to ftrengthen the precepts of phi-
lofophy and the rules of good policy. But befides, when
hiftories have this neceffary authenticity and probability, there
1 much difcernment to be employed in the choice and the
ufe we make of them. Some are to be red, fome are to be
ftudied ; and fome may be neglected entirely, not only with-
out detriment, but with advantage. Some are the proper ob-
jeQs of one mans curioﬁty, fome of another’s, and fome of
all mens; but all hiftory is not an ebje& of curiofity for any
man. He who 1mpr0pc;1), wantonly, and abfurdly makes it
'fo, indu]ges a fort of canine apthItC the curmﬁt} of one,
‘like the hunger of the other, devours ravenoufly and with-
out diftin&ion whatever falls in it’s way ; but neither of them
digefts. They heap crudity upon crudity, and nourith. and
improve nothing but their diftemper. Some fuch charaders I
have known, tho it is not the moft common extreme into
which men are apt to fall. One of them I knew in this coun~
try. He joined, to a more than athletic ftrength of body, a
prodigious memory ; and to both a prodigious indufiry. He
had red almnoft conftantly twelve or fourteen hours a day, for
five and twenty or thirty years; and had heaped together as
much learning as could be crowded into a head. In the courfe
“of my acquaintance with him, ¥ confulted him once or twice,
not oftener ; for I found this mafs of learning of as little ufe
to me as to the owner. The man was communicative enough;
-but nothing was diftiné& in his mind, How could it be other-
! wile ?
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wife ? he had never {pared time to think, all was employed
in reading. His reafon had not the merit of common me-
chanife. = When you prefs a watch or pull a clock, they an-
{fwer your queftion with precifion ; for they repeat exaétly the
hour of the day, and tell you neither more nor lcfs than you
defire to know. But when you afked this man a queftion, he
overwhelmed you by pouring forth all that the feveral terms
or words of your queftion recalled to his memory : and if he
omitted any thing, it was that very thing to which the {fenfe
of the whole queftion fhould have led him and confined him.
To afk him a queftion, was to wind up a fpring in his me-
mory, that rattled on with vaft rapidity, and confufed noife,
till the force of it was fpent: and you went away with all the
noife in your ears, ftunned and uninformed. I never left him
that I was not ready to fay to him, ‘¢ Dicu vous fafle la grace
« de devenir moins favant !” a wifh that La Morse LE VAYER
mentions upon {fome occafion or other, and that he would have
done well to have applied to himfelf upon many.

Hs who reads with difcernment and choice, will acquire
lefs learning, but more knowledge : and as this knowledge is col-
leéted with defign, and cultivated with art and method, it will be
at all times of immediate and ready ufe to himfelf and others.

Thus ufeful arms in magazines we place,

All rang’d in order ; and difpos’d with grace :
Nor thus alone the curious eye to pleafe ;

But to be found, when need requires, with eafe.

You remember the verfes, my lord, in our friend’s Eflay on
criticifm, which was the work of his childhood almoft; but
is fuch a monument of good fenfe and poetry as no other,,

that I know, has raifed in his riper years. )
Uu 2 He
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He who reads without this difcernment and choice, and,
like Bopin’s pupil, refolves to read all, will not have time,
no nor capacity neither, to do any thing elfe. He will not be
able to think, without which it is impertinent to read ; nor
to a&t, without which it is impertinent to think. He will aft
femble materials with much pains, and purchafe them at much
expence, and have neither leifure nor 1kill to frame them into
proper fcantlings, or to prepare them for ufe. To what pur-
pofe thould he hufband his time, or learn archite@ure ? he
has no defign to build. But then to what purpofe all thefe
quarriés of flone, all thefe mountains of fand and lime, all
thefe forefts of oak and deal ? « Magno impendio temporum,
“ magna alienarum auriumn moleftia, laudatio haec conftat,
% O hominem literatum ! Simus hoc titulo rufliciore contenti,
“ O viram bonum I We may add, and Sensca might have
added in his own ftile, and according to the manners and cha-
ratets of his own age, another title as ruftic, and as little in
fathion, « O virum fapientia fua fimplicem, et fimplicitate fua
¢ fapientem | O virum utilem fibi, fuis, reipublicae, et humano
« generi I” 1 have faid perhaps already, but no matter, it can-
not be repeated too often, that the drift of all philofophy, and’
of all political fpeculations, ought to be the making ‘us better
men, and better citizens. Thofe fudies, which have no jn-
tention towards improving our moral charaders, have no pre-
tence to be fiyled philofophical. « Quis eft enim,” fays
Tury in his offices, “ qui nullis “officii praeceptis, ‘traden-
“ dis, philofophum fe audeat dicere 27 Whatever political
{peculations, ‘inftead ‘of preparing us ‘to be ufeful ‘to {ociety
and to promote the happinefs of mankind, are only fyftems
for \gratifying private ambition, and promoting private in-
terefts at the public ‘expence ;5 4l fuch, T fay, deferve to
be bumt, and the ‘authors of them to ftarve, like Macga~
VEL, in a jail.

LETTER
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STUDY o HISTORY.

LE T T E B M

I The great ufe of hiftory, properly {o called, as diftfinguifli~

ed from the writings of mere annalifts and antiquaries.
1. Greek and Roman hiftorians.
1. Some idea of a complete hiftory.

IV. Further cautions to be obferved in this ftudy, and the re-
gulation of it according to the different profeffions, and
fituations of men : above all, the ufe to be made of it (1)
by divines, and (2) by thofe who are called. to the fervice
of their country.

Rememser my laft letter ended abruptly, and a long in-
terval has fince paffed : fo that the thread I had then fpun
bias flipt from e, I will try to recover it, and. to purfue the
tafk your lordfhip has obliged me to continue. Befides the
pleafure of obeying your-orders, it is likewife of fome advan-
tage to-mylelf, to recolle&t my thoughts, and refume a ftudy.
in which I was converfant formerly. For nothing can- be:
more true than that faying of Soron reported by Praro, tho
& cenfured:
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.cenfured by him, impertinently enough in one of his wild
books of laws----¢¢ Affidue addifcens, ad fenium venio.” The
truth is, the moft knowing man, in the courfe of the longeft
life, will have always much te learn, and the wifeft and beft
much to improve. This rule will hold in the knowledge and
improvement to be acquired by the fludy of hiftory: and
therefore even he who has gone to this fchool in his youth,
fhould not negle& it in his age. * Iread in Livy,” fays
¢ MonTAGNE, “ what another man does not: and PrLu-
¢ rarcH red there what I do not” Juft fo the fame man
‘may read at fifty what he did not read in the fame book at
five and twenty : at leaft I have found-it fo, by my own ex-
perience, on many -occafions.

By comparing, in this ftudy, the experience of other men
and other ages with our own, we improve both : weanalyfe, as
it were, philofophy. We reduce all the abftra& fpeculations of
cthics, and all the general rules-of human policy, to their firft
principles. With thefe advantages every man may, tho few
men do, advance daily towards thofe ‘ideas, thofe increated
effences a Platonift would fay, which no human creature can
reach in practice, but in the neareft approaches to which the
parfection of our nature confifts; becaufe every approach of
this kind renders a man better, and wifer for himfelf, for his
family, for the little community of his own country, and for
the great community of the world. Be not furprifed, my lord,
at the order in which I place thefe objeds. Whatever order
divines and moralifts, who contemplate the duties belonging
to thelc objedls, may place them in, thisis the order they hold
in nature : and I have always thought that we might lead our-
felves and others to private virtue, more effetually by a due
obfervation of this order, than by any of thofe {ublime refine-
anents that pervert it,

Self-




]
OiF: HIS:T:HOR ¥ 335

Self-love but ferves the virtuous mind to wake ;
As the {iall pebble ftirs the peaceful lake.

The centre mov'd, a circle ftrait fucceeds ;
Another ftill, and ftill another {preads:

Friend, parent, neighbour, firft it will embrace,
His country next, and next all human race.

85 fings our friend Pore, my lord, and fo I believe, So I fhall
prove too, if I miftake not, in an epiftle I am about to write to
him, in-order to complete a fet that were writ fome years ago.

A man of my age, who returns to the ftudy of hiftory,.
has no time to lofe, becaufe he has little to live : a man of
your lordthip’s age has no time to lofe, becaufe he has much
to do. For different reafons therefore the fame rules will. fuit
us. Neither of us muft grope in the dark, neither of us
muft wander in the light. I have done the firft formerly a
good deal ; ¢ ne verba mihi darentur ; ne aliquid. effe,. in hac
« recondita antiquitatis {cientia, magni ac fecreti boni judica-
« remus.” If you take my word, you will throw none of
your time away in the fame manner : and I fhall have the
lefs regret for that which I have mifpent, if I perfuade you to
haften down from the broken traditions of antiquity, to the
more entire as well as more authentic hiftories of ages. more-
modern. In the ftudy of thefe we fhall find many a complete
feries of events, preceded by a deduétion of their immediate
and remote caufes, selated-in their full extent, and accompanied:
with {uch a detail of circumftances, and characters, as may tran{-
port the attentive reader back to the very time, make him a party
to the councils, and an. aétor in the whole fcene of affairs.
Such draughts as thefe, either found in hiftory or extra&ed by
eur own application from it, and fuch alone, are truly ufeful.

Thus hiftory becomes what fhe ought to be, and what fhe has-
been.
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been fometimes called, ¢ magiftra vitae,” the miftrefs, like
philofophy, of human life. If fhe is not this, fhe is at beft
“ nuntia vetuftatis,” the gazette of antiquity, or a dry regif-
ter of ufelefs anecdotes. SurTontus fays that Tiserivs ufed
to enquire of the grammarians, ¢ quae mater Hecubae ? quod
« Achilles nomen inter virgines fuiffet ? quid Syrenes can-
“ tare fint folitac?” Sensca mentions certain Greek au-
thors, who examined very accurately, whether Anacrron
loved wine or women beft, whether Sarrro was a common
whore, with other points of equal importance: and I make
no doubt but that a man, better acquainted than I have the
honor to be with the learned perfons of our own country,
might find fome who have difcovered feveral anecdotes con-
cerning the giant Avrsron, concerning Samorres the fon or
Briro the grandfon of Jaruer, and concerning Brutus who
led a colony into our ifland after the fiege of Troy, as the
others repeopled it after the deluge. But ten millions of fuch
ancedotes as thefe, tho they were true ; and complete authen-
tic volumes of Egyptian or Chaldean, of ‘Greck or Latin, of
Gallic or Britifh, of French or Saxon records, would be of no
value in my fenfe, becaufe of no ufe towards our improvement
in wildom and virtue; if they contained nothing more than
dynafties and genealogies, and a bare ‘mention of remarkable

events in the order of time, like journals, chronological tables,
or dry and meagre annals.

I sav the fame of all thofe modern compofitions in which
we find rather the heads of hiftory, than any thing that
deferves to be called hiftory. Their authors are either abridgers
or compilers. The firR ‘do neither honor to themfclves
nor good to mankind ; for furely the abridger is in a form
below the tranflator; and the book, at leaft the hiftory, that
wants to be abridged, ddes not deferve to be red. They

have
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have done anciently a great deal of hurt by fubflituting many
a bad book in the place of a good one; and by giving occa-
fion to men, who contented themfelves with extrads and
abridgments, to negleé and, through their negled, to lofe the
invaluable originals: for which reafon I curfe ConsTaNTINE
PorpuyroGENETES as heartily as I do Grecory. The fecond
are of fome ufe, as far as they contribute to preferve public ads,
and dates, and the memory of great events.  But they who are
thus employed have feldom the means of knowing thofe pri-
vate paflages on which all public tranfactions depend, and as
feldom the fkill and the talents neceffary to put what they do
know well together : they cannot fee the working of the
mine, but their induftry colle@s the matter that is thrown out.
It is the bufinefs, or it thould be fo, of others to feparate the
pure ore from the drofs, to ftamp it into coin, and to enrich
not encumber mankind. When there are none f{ufficient to
this tatk, there may be antiquaries, and there may be journal-
ifts or annalifts, but there are no hiftorians.

It is worth while to obferve the progrefs that the Romans
and the Greeks made towards hiftory. The Romans had jour-
nalifts or annalifts from the very beginning of their flate.  In
the fixth century, or very near it at fooneft, they began to
have antiquaries, and fome attempts were made towards writ-
ing of hiftory. Icall thefe firft hiftorical productions attempts
only or effays: and they were no more, neither among the
Romans nor among the Greeks. ¢ Graeci ipfi fic initio {crip-
¢ titarunt ut nofter Caro, ut Picror, ut Pso.” It is An-
ToNy, not the triumvir, my lord, but his grandfather the fa-
mous orator, who fays this in the fecond book of Turiy De
oratore : he adds afterwards, ¢ Itaque qualis apud Graecos
“ Puerecypes, HleLLanicus, AcusiLaus, aliique permulti,
¢ talis nofter Caro, et PicTor, et Piso.,” I know that An-

MoL. 11, ’ox TONY
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tony {peaks here ftrictly of defe& of ftyle and want of ora-

tory. They were, ¢ tantummodo narratores, nomn exorna-
“ tores,” as he expreffes himfelf: but as they wanted ftile and
{kill to write in fuch a manner as might anfwer all the ends of
hiftory, fo they wanted materials. PurrecyDEs writ {omething
about IpuicentaA, and the feftivals of Baccrus. Herranicus,
was a poetical hiftorian, and AcusiLavus graved genealogies on
plates of brafs. Picror, who is called by Livy ¢ {criptorum
antiquiffimus,” publithed, I think, fome fhort annals of his
own time. Neither he nor Piso could have fufficient mate-
rials for the hiftory of Rome ; nor Caro, I prefume, even
for the antiquities of Italy. The Romans, with the other peo-
ple of that country, were then juft rifing out of barbarity,
and growing acquainted with letters; for thofe that the Gre-
cian colonies might bring into Sicily, and the fouthern parts
of Italy, fpred little, or lafted little, and made in the whole
no figure. And whatever learning might have florifhed
among the ancient Etrurians, which was perhaps at moft no-
thing better than augury, and divination, and fuperftitious rites,
which were admired and cultivated in ignorant ages, even that
was almoft entirely worn out of memory. Pedants, who
would impofe all the traditions of the four firft ages of Rome,
for authentic hiftory, have infifted much on certain annals, of
which mention is made in the very place I have juft now
quoted. ¢ Ab initio rerum Romanarum” fays the fame inter-
locutor, ¢ ufque ad P. Muciom pontificem maximum, rcs
¢ omnes finyulorum annorum mandabat literis pontifex maxi-
% mus, efferebatque in album, et proponebat tabulam domi,
“ poteftas ut eflet populo cognofcendi ; iidemque etiam nunc
¢ annales maximi nominantur.” But, my lord, be pleafed to
take notice, that the very diftinétion [ make is made here be-
tween a bare annalift and an hiftorian : * erat hiftoria nihil
¢ aliud,” in thefe early days, * nifi annalium confe@io.” Take

notice
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notice likewife, by the way, that Livy, whofe particular ap-
plication it had been to fearch into this matter, affirms pofi-
tively that the greateft part of all public and private monu-
ments, among which he {pecifies thefe very annals, had been
deftroyed in the fack of Rome by the Gauls: and Prurarcy
cites Croprus for the fame affertion, in the life of Numa Pom-
prLivs. Take notice, in the laft place, of that which is more
immediately to our prefent purpofe. Thele annals could con-
tain nothing more than fhort minutes or memorandums hung
up in a table at the pontiff’s houfe, like the rules of the game
in a billiard-room, and much fuch hif]cory as we have in the
epitomies prefixed to the books of Livy or of any other hifto-
rian, in lapidary inferiptions, or in {fome modern almanacs.
Materials for hiftory they were no doubt, but {canty and in-
fufficient ; fuch as thofe ages could produce when writing and
reading were accomplifhments fo uncommon, that the prae-
tor was directed by law, < clavum pangere,” to drive a nail into
the door of a temple, that the number of years might be
reckoned by the number of nails. Such in fhort as we have
in monkifh annalifts, and other ancient chroniclers of nations
now in being : but not fuch as can entitle the authors of them
to be called ‘hiftorians, nor can enable others to write hiftory
in that fulnefs in which it muft be written to become a leflon
of ethics and politics. The truth is, nations, like men, have
their infancy : and the few paflages of that time, which they
retain, are not fuch as deferved moft to be remembered ; but
fuch as, being moft proportioned to that age, made the ftrongeft
impreflions on their minds. In thofe nations that preferve their
dominion long, and grow up to manhood, the elegant as well
as the neceffary arts and {ciences are improved to fome degree
of perfection ; and hiftory, that was at firft intended only to
record the names, or perhaps the general charadters of fome
famous men, and to tranfmit in grofs the remarkable events

ReoX 2 of
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of every age to pofterity, is raifed to anfwer another, and a
nobler end.

II. Trus it happened among the Greeks, but much more
among the Romans, notwithftanding the prejudices in favor
of the former, even among the latter. I have fometimes
thought that Vircir might have juftly afcribed to his country-
men the praile of writing hiftory better, as well as that of
atfording the nobleft {ubjeés for it, in thofe famous verfes, *
where the diffeient excellencies of the two nations are fo finel
touched : but he would have weakened perhaps by lengthen-
ing, and have flattened the climax. Open Hrroborus, you
are entertained by an agreeable ftory-teller, who meant to en-
tertain, and nothing more. Read TuucypIpes or XeNorHON,
you are taught indeed as well as entertained : and the ftatef
man or the general, the philofopher or the orator, fpeaks to
you in every page. They wrote on fubje&s on which they
were well informed, and they treated them fully : they main-
tained the dignity of hiftory, and thought it beneath them to
vamp up old traditions, like the writers of their age and
country, and to be the trumpeters of a lying antiquity. The
Cyropaedia of XenorHON may be objected perhaps ; but if he
gave it for a romance, not an hiflory, as he might for aught
we can tell, it is out of the cafe: and if he gave it for an
hiftory, not a romance, 1 fhould prefer his authority to that
of Heronorus or any other of his countrymen, But however
this might be, and whatever meric we may juftly afcribe to

* Excudent alii fpirantia mollius aera,
Credo equidem : vivos ducent de marmore vultus 3
Orabunt caufas melius : coelique meatus
Deferibent radio, et furgentia fidera dicent :
Tu regere imperio populos, Romane, memento :
Hae tibi erunt artes ; pacifque imponere morem,
Parcere fubjettis, et debellare fuperbos.

thele
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thefe two writers, who were almoft fingle in their kind, and
who treated but {fmall portions of hiftory ; certain it is in ge-
neral, that the levity as well as loquacity of the Greeks made
them incapable of keeping up to the true ftandard of hiftory :
and even Porvsius and Dronvsius of Halicarnaffus muft bow
to the great Roman authors. Many principal men of that
commonwealth wrote memorials of their own a&ions and their
own times : Syrra, Caesar, Lasmnus, Poriio, AucusTus,
and others. 'What writers of memorials, what compilers of
the materia hiftorica were thefe? What genius was neceflary
to finith up the pictures that fuch mafters had fketched ? Rome
afforded men that were equal to the tatk. Let the remains,
the precious remains, of Sarrusr, of Liyy, and of Tacrrus,
witnefs this truth. When Tacrrus wrote, even the appear-
ances of virtue had been long profcribed, and tafte was grown
corrupt as well as manners. Yet hiftory preferved her inte-
grity and her luftre. She preferved them in the writings of
fome whom Tacrrus mentions, in none perhaps more than
his own ; every line of which out-weighs whole pages of
fuch a rhetor as Famranus Strapa. I fingle him out among
the moderns, becaufe he had the foolifh prefumption to cen-
fure Tacitus, and to write hiftory himfelf :-and your lordfhip
will forgive this fhort excurfion in honor of a favorite author.

Wuar a {chool of private and public virtue had been open-
ed to us at the refurreétion of learning, if the latter hiftorians
of the Roman commonwealth, and the firft of the fucceeding
monarchy, had come down to us entire ? The few that are
come down, tho broken and imperfe&, compofe the belt body
of hiftory that we have, nay the only body of ancient hiftory
that deferves to be an objeét of ftudy. It fails us indeed moft
at that remarkable and fatal period, where our reafonable cu-
riofity is raifed the higheft. Livy employed five and bfor}‘)f

QOKS
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books to bring his hiftory down to the end of the fixth cen-
tury, and the breaking out of the third Punic war: but he
employed ninety five to bring it down from the thence to the
death of Drusus; that is, through the courfe of one hun-
dred and twenty or thirty years. Apian, Dion Cassius,
and others, nay even Prurarcu included, make us but poor
amends for what is Joft of Livy. Among all the adventitious
helps by which we endeavor to fupply this lofs in fome de-
gree, the beft are thofe which we find fcattered up and down
in the works of TurLy. His Orations, particularly, and his
Letters, contain many curious anccdotes and inftructive reflec-
tions, concerning the intrigues and machinations that were
carried on againft liberty, from CarrLineg’s confpiracy to
Carsar’s, The flate of the government, the conflitution and
temper of the feveral parties, and the characters of the prin-
cipal perfons who figured at that time on the public ftage, are
to be feen there ina ftronger and truer light than they would
have appeared perhaps if he had writ purpofely on this fubjed,
and even in thofe memorials which he fomewhere promifes At~
TICUS to write, “ Excudam aliquod Heraclidium opus, quod
« lateat in thefauris tuis.” He would hardly have unmafked in
{fuch a work, as freely as in familiar occafional letters, Pom-
peY, Cato, Brurus, nay himfelf; the four men of Rome,
on whofe praifes he dwelt with the greateft complacency. The
age in which Livy florithed abounded with fuch materials as
thefe : they were freth, they were authentic ; it was eafy to
procure them, it was fafe to employ them. How he did em~-
ploy them in executing the fecond part of his defign, we may
judge by his exccution of the firft: and, I own to your lord-
fhip, I fhould be glad to exchange, if it were pofiible, what
we have of this hiftory for what we have not. Would
you not be glad, my lord, to fce, in one flupendous
draught, the whole progrefs of that government from Liberty

to
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to fervitude ? the' whole feries of caufes and effeds, appa-
rent and real, public and private? thofe which all men faw
and all good men lamented and oppofed at the time ; and
thofe which were fo difguifed to the prejudices, to the partia-
lities of a divided people, and even to the corruption of man-
kind, that many did not, and that many could pretend they
did not, difcern them, till it was too late to refift them? I
am forry to fay it, this part of the Roman ftory would be not
only more curious and more authentic than the former, but
of more immediate and more important application to the pre-
fent ftate of Britain. But it is loft: the lofs is irreparable,
and your lordfhip will not blame me for deploring it.

I Tuey who fet up for fcepticifm may not” regret the
lofs of fuch an hiftory : but this I will be bold to affert to them,
that an hiftory muft be writ on this plan, and muft aim at
leaft at thefe perfe@ions, or it will anfwer {ufficiently none of
the intentions of hiftory. That it will not anfwer fufficiently
the intention I have infifted upon in thefe letters, that of in-
ftructing pofterity by the example of former ages, is manifelt ;
and I think it is as manifeft, that an hiftory cannot be faid
even to relate faithfully, and inform us truly, that does not
relate fully, and inform us of all that is neceflary to make
a true judgment concerning the matters contained in it
Naked facts, without the caufes that produced’ them and
the circumftances that accompanied them, are not® fuffi-
cient to chara@erife a&ions or counfels., The nice de-
grees of wifdom and of folly, of virtue and of vice, will
not only be undifcoverable in them ; but we muft be very of-
ten unable to determine under which of thefe characters they
fall in general: The fceptics I am fpeaking of are therefore
guilty of this abfurdity : the nearer an hiftory comes to the

true idea of hiftory, the better it informs and the more it in-
g . ftructe
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ftructs us, the more worthy to be rejeted it appears to them,
I have faid and allowed enough to content any reafonable man
about the uncertainty of hiftory. I have owned that the beft
are defective, and I will add in this place an obfervation which
did not, I think, occurto me before. ConjeGure is not al-
ways diftinguithed perhaps as it ought to be ; {o that an inge-
nious writer may fometimes do very innocently, what a mali-
cious writer.does very criminally as often as he dares, and as
his malice requires it : he may account for events after they
have happened, by a fyftem of caufes and condu& that did
not really produce them, tho it might poflibly or even proba-
bly have produced them. But this obfervation, like feveral
others, becomes a reafon for examining and comparing autho-
rities, and for preferring {fome, not for rejecting all. Davira,
a noble hiftorian furely, and one whom I fhould not fcruple
to confefs equal in many refpeéts to Livy, as 1 thould not feru-
ple to prefer his countryman Guicciarpin to TrucypIDES in
every relpedt 5 Davira, my lord, was accufed, from the firft
publication of his hiftory, or at leaft was fufpe@ed, of roo
much refinement and fubtlety, in developing the fecret mo-
tives of actions, in laying the caufes of events too deep, and
deducing them often through a feries of progreifion too com-
plicated, and too artiftly wrought. But yet the fufpicious per-
fon who fhould reje@ this hiftorian upon fuch gencral induce-
ments as thefe, would have no grace to oppofe his fufpicions
to the authority of the firft duke of Erzrwon, who had
been an actor, and a principal actor too, in many of the fcenes
that DaviLa recites. Girarp, fecretary to this duke, and
no contemptible biographer, relates, that this hiftory came
down to the place where the old man refided in Gafcony, a
little before his death ; that he red it to him, that the duke
confirmed the truth of the narrations in it, and fremed
only furprifed by what means the author could be fo well
informed
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informed of the moft fecret councils and meafures of thofe
times,

IV. I uave faid enough on this head, and your lordthip
may be induced perhaps, by what I have faid, to think with
me, that fuch hiftories as thefe, whether ancient or modern,
deferve alone to be ftudied. Let us leave the credulous learn-
ed to write hiftory without materials, or to ftudy thofe who
do fo ; to wrangle about ancient traditions, and to ring diffe-
rent changes on the fame fet of bells. Let us leave the fcep-
tics, in modern as well as ancient hiftory, to triumph in the
notable difcovery of the ides of one month miftaken for the
calends of another, or in the various dates and contraditory
circumftances which they find in weekly gazettes and monthly
mercuries.  Whilft they are thus employed, your lordfhip and
I will proceed, if you pleafe, to confider more clofely, than
we have yet done, the rule mentioned above ; that I mean of
ufing difcernment and choice in the ftudy of the moft authen-
tic hiftory, that of not wandering in the light, which is as
neceflary as that of not groping in the dark.

Man is the fubjeét of every hiftory; and to know him
well, we muft fee him and confider him, as hiftory alone
can prefent him to us, in every age, in every country, in every
ftate, in life and in death. Hiftory therefore of all kinds,
of civilized and uncivilized, of ancient and modern na-
tions, in fhort all hiftory, that defcends to a fufficient detail
of human aétions and charaéers, is ufeful to bring us acquaint-
ed with our fpecies, nay with ourfelves. To teach and to
inculcate the general principles of virtue, and the general rules
of wifdom and good policy, which refult from fuch details
of adions and chara&ers, comes for the moft parr, and al-
ways thould come, exprefly and dire&ly into the defign of
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thofe who are capable of giving fuch details : and therefore
whil(t they narrate as hiftorians, they hint often as philofo-
phr:rs; they put into our hands, as it were, on every proper
occafion, the end of a elue, that ferves to remind us of fearch-
ing, and to guide us in the fearch of that truth which the ex-
ample before us. either eftablifhes or illuftrates. If a writer
negleéts this part, we are able however to {upply his negle@
by our own attention and induflry : and when he gives us a
good hiftary of Peruvians or Mexicans, of Chinefe or Tartars,
of Mufcovites or Negross, we may blame him, but we muft
blame ourfelves much more, if we do not make it a good lef-
fon of philofophy.  This being the general ufe of hiftory, it
is not to be neglected. Every one may make it, who is able
to read and to refle&t on what he reads : and every one who
makes it will find, in his degree, the benefit that arifes from
an early acquaintance contracbed in this manner with mankind.
We are not only paflengers or {fojourners in this world, but we
areablolute ftrangers at the firft fteps we make in it. Our guides
are often ignorant, often unfaithful. By this map of the
country, which hiftory {preads before us, we may learn, if we
pleale, to guide ourfelves. In our journey through it, we are
befet on every fide. We are befieged fometimes even in our
ftrongeft holds. Terrors and temptations, conducted by the

affions of other men, affault us: and our own paffions, that
correfpond with thefe, betray us. Hiftory is a colle@ion of
the journals of thole who have travelled through the fame
country, and been expofed to the fame accidents: and their
good and their ill fuccefs are equally inftru@ive. In this pur-
fuit of knowledge an immenfe field is opened to us: general
hiftories, facred ‘and profane ; the hiftories of particular coun-
tries, particular events, particular.orders, particular men ; me-
morials, aneodates, travels, But we muft not ramble in this

field
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field without difcernment or choice, nor even with thefe muft
we ramble too long.

As to the choice of authors, who have writ on all thefe
various {ubjects, fo much has been faid by learned men
concerning all thofe that deferve attention, and their feve-
ral chara&ers are fo well eftablifhed, that it would be a fort
of pedantic affectation to lead your lordfhip through fo volu-
minous, and at the fame time fo ealy, a detail. I pafs it
over therefore in order to obferve, that as foon as we have
taken this general view of mankind, and of the courfe of hu-
man affairs in different ages and different parts of the world,
we ought to apply, and, the fhortnefs of human life confider-
ed, to confine ourfelves almoft entirely in our ftudy of hiftory,
to fuch hiftories as have an immediate relation to our profef-
frons, or to our rank and fituation in the fociety to which we
belong. Let me inftance in the profeflion of divinity, as the
nobleft and ‘the moft important.

(1) I nave faid fo much concerning the fhare which divines
of all religions have taken in the corruption of hiftory, that I
fhould have anathemas pronounced againft me, no doubt, in
the eaft and the weft, by the dairo, the'mufti, and the pope,
if thefe letters were f{ubmitted to ecclefiaftical cenfure ; for
furely, my lord, ‘the clergy have a better title, than the fons
of Apollo, to be called ““genus irritabile vatum.”* What would
it be, if I went about to thew, how many of the chriftian
clergy abufe, by mifreprefentation and falfe quotation, the hif-
tory they can no longer corrupt? And et this tafk would not
be, even to ime, an hard one. But asT mean to {peak in this
place of chriftian divines alone, fo 'l mean to fpeak of fuch
of them particulatly as ‘may be called divines without ‘any
fneer ; of fuch of them, for fome fuch 1 think there are, as be-
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lieve themfielves, and would have mankind believe; not for
temporal but {piritual intereft, not for the fake of the clergy,
but for the fake of mankind. Now it has been long matter
of aftonithment to me, how fuch perfons as thefe could take
fo much filly pains to eftablith myftery on metaphyfics, reve-
lation on philofophy, and matters of fa& on abltrac¢t reafon-
ing ? A religion founded on the authority of a divine miffion,
confirmed by prophecies and miracles, appeals to fa@s: and
the facts muft be proved as all other fadts that pafs for authen-
tic are proved ; for faith {o reafonable after this proof, is abfurd
before it.  If they are thus proved, the religion will prevail
without the affiftance of fo much profound reafoning : if they
are not thus proved, the authority of it will fink in the world
even with this afliftance. The divines obje& in their dif-
putes with-atheifts, and they obje@ very juftly, that thefe men
require improper proofs ; proofs that are not f{uited to the na-
ture of the fubje&, and then cavil that fuch proofs are not
furnithed. But what then do they mean, to fall into the fame
abfurdity themfelves in their difputes with theifts, and to din
improper proofs in ears that are open to proper proots ? The
matter is of great moment, my lord, and I make no excufe
for the zeal which obliges me to dwell a little on it. A feri-
ous and honeft application to the ftudy of ecclefiaftical hif-
tory, and every part of profane hiftory and chronology rela-
tive to ity is incumbent on fuch reverend perfons as are here
{poken of, ona double account : becaufe hiftory alone can fur-
nifh the proper proofs, that the religion they teach is of God ;
and becaufe the unfair manner, in which thefe proofs have
been and are daily furnithed, creates prejudices, and gives ad-
vantages againft chriftianity that require to be removed. No
{cholar will dare to deny, that falfe hiftory, as well as {ham
miracles, has been employed to propagate chriftianity formerly:
and whoever examines the writers of our own age, will find the

fame
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{fame abufe of hiftory continued. Many and many inftances of
this abufe might be produced. It is grown into cuftom,
writers copy one another, and the miftake that was commit-
ed, or the falthood that was invented by one, is adopted by
hundreds.

Aspapit fays in his famous book, that the gofpel of St.
Marruew is cited by CLemens bithop of Rome, a difciple of
the apoftles ; that Barxasas cites it in his epiftle ; that Iena-
r1us and Porycarre receive -it ; and that the fame fathers,
that give teftimony for MaTThEw, give it likewife for Mark.
Nay your lordfhip will find, I believe, that the prefent bifhop
of London, in his third paftoral letter, {peaks to the fame ef-
fe@. 1 will not trouble you nor myfelf with any more in-
ftances of the fame kind. Let this, which occurred to me as
I was writing, fuffice. It may well fuffice; for I prefume
the fact advanced by the minifter and the bifhop is a miftake.
If the fathers of the firft century do mention fome pafiages
that are agreeable to what we read in our evangelifts, will it
follow that thefe fathers had the fame gofpels before them ?
To fay fo is a manifeft abufe of hiftory, and quite inexcufable
in writers that knew, or fhould have known, that thefe fathers
made ufe of other gofpels, wherein fuch paffages might be
contained, or they might be preferved in unwritten tradition.
Befides which I could almoft venture to affirm that thefe fa-
thers of the firft century do not exprefly name the gofpels we
have of MarTHEW, Mark, Luxks, and Joun. . To the two
reafons that have been given why thole who make divinity
their profeflion fhould ftudy hiftory, particularly ecclefiaftical
hiftory, with an honeft and ferious application ; in order to
fupport chriftianity againft the attacks of unbelievers, and to
remove the doubts and prejudices that the unfair proceed-
ings of men of their own order have raifed in minds candid

but
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but not implicit, willing to be informed but curious to exa-
mine ; to thefe, I fay, we may add another confideration that
feems to me of no fmall importance. Writers of the Roman
religion have attempted to thew, that the text of the holy
wiit is on many accounts infufficient to be the fole criterion of
orthodoxy : T apprchend too that they have thewn it.  Sure I
am that expérience, from the firlt promulgation of chriftianity
to this hour, fhews abundantly with how much eafe and fuc-
cefs the moft oppofite, the moft éxtravagant, nay the moft
impious opinions, and the moft contradictory faiths, may be
founded on the fame text; and plaufibly defended by the
fame authority. Writers of the reformed religion have erc&ed
their batteries againft tradition ; and the only difficulty they
had to encounter in this enterprife lay in levelling and pointing
their cannon 16 as to avoid demolithing, in one ‘common ruin,
the traditions they retain, and thofe they rejet. Fach fide
has been employed to weaken the catife and explode the fyftem
of his adverfary: ‘and, whilft they have been fo employed,
they have jointly laid ‘their axes to the root of chriftianity : for
thds men will be apt to reafon upon what they have advanced.
< If the text has not that authenticity, clearnels, and preci-
fion which are neceflary to eftablifh it as a divine and a
€ certain rule of faith and practice; and if the tradition of
¢ the church, from the firft ages of ic'till ‘the days of Lurusr
¢« and Carvin, has been corrupted ‘itfelf, and has f{erved to
corrupt the faith and pra@ice of chriftians ; ‘there remains
“ at this time no ftandard at all of chriftianity. By confe-
“ quence either this religion was not originally of divine in-
¢¢ flitution, 'or ‘elfe God has not provided effe@ually for pre-
¢ ferving the genuine purity of it, and the ‘gdtes of hell have
actually pfevailed, in contradi@ion ‘to his promife, againft
¢ the church”™ The beft effe& of 'this reafoning that can be
hoped for, is, that-men fhould fall inte theifin; ‘and fubfcribe
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to the firft propofition : he muft be worfe than an atheift who
can affirm the laft. The dilemma is terrible, my lord. Party
zcal and private intereft have formed it: the common intereft
of chriftianity is deeply concerned to folve it. Now, I pre-
{ume, it cannever be {olved without a more accurate exami-
nation, not only of the chriftian but of the jewifh {yftem, than
learned men have been hitherto impartial enough and fagaci-
ous enough to take, or honeft enough to communicate. Whilft
the authenticity and fenfe of the text of the bible remain as
difpumblc, and whilft the tradition of the church remains as
problematical, to fay no worle, as the immenfe labors of the
chriftian divines in feveral communions have made them appear
to be ; chriftianity may lean on the civil and ecclefiaftical
power, and be fupported by t_he forcible influence of educa-
tion : but the proper force of religion, that force which fub-
dues the mind and awes the confcience by conviion, will be
wanting.

I uap reafon thercfore to produce divinity, as one infltance
of thofe profeffions that require a particular application to the
ftudy of fome particular parts of hiftory ; and fince I have
faid fo much on the fubjeét in my zeal for chriffianity, I will
add this further. ‘The refurreéion of letters was a fatal period :
the chriftian {yftem has been attacked, and wounded too, very
feverely fince that time. The defence has been better made
indeed by modern divines, than it had been by antient fathers
and apologifts. The moderns have invented new methods of
defence, and have abandoned fome pofts that were not tena-
ble: but fill there are others, in defending which they lie
under great difadvantages. Such are various facs, piouflybe-
lieved in former times, but on which the truth of chriftianity
has been refted very imprudently in more enlightned ages;
becaufe the falfity of {fome, and the grofs improbability of

others
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others are {o evident, that, inftead of anfwering the purpofe
for which they were invented, they have rendered the whole
tenor of ecclefiaftical hiftory and tradition precarious, ever
fince a firi@ but juft application of the rules of criticifm has
been made to them. I touch thefe things lightly ; but if your
lordthip refle@s upon them, you will find reafon perhaps to
think as I do, that it is high time the clergy in all chriftian
communions fhould join their forces, and eftablifth thofe hifto-
rical fa&s, which are the foundations of the whole fyftem,
on clear and unqueftionable hiftorical authority, fuch as they
require in all cafes of moment from others ; rejeét candidly
what cannot be thus eftablithed ; and purfue their enquiries in
the fame fpirit of truth through all the ages of the church
without any regard to hiftorians, fathers, or councils, more
than they are {trictly entitled to on the face of what they have
tranfmitted to us, on their own confiltency, and on the con-
currence of other authority, Our paftors would be thus, I

refume, much better employed than they generally are.
‘Thofe of the clergy who make religion merely a trade, who
regard nothing more than the fubfiftence it affords them, or
in higher life the wealth and power they enjoy by the means
of it, may fay to themfelves, that it will laft their time, or
that policy and reafon of {tate will preferve the form of a church
when the fpirit of religion is extin&. But thofe whom I men-
tioned above, thofe who aét for fpiritual not temporal ends,
and are defirous that men thould believe and pracife the doc-
trines of chriftianity, as well as go to church and pay tithes,
will feel and own the weight of fuch confiderations as thefe ;
and agree, that however the people have been, and may be
full amufed, yet chriftianity has been in decay ever fince the
refurrection of letters ; and that it cannot be fupported as it
was fupported before that aera, nor by any other way than
that which I propofe, and which a due application to the ftudy
' of
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of “hiftory, chronology, and criticifm, would enable our di-
vines to purfue, ne doubt, with fuccefs.

I micat inftance, in other profeflions, the obligations men
lic under of applying themfelves to certain parts of hiftory,
and I can hardly forbear doing it in that of the law ; in it’s
nature the nobleft and moft beneficial to mankind, in it’s abufe
and debafement the moft fordid and the moft pernicious. A
lawyer now is nothing more, 1 {pcak of ninety-nine in an
hundred at leaft, to ufe fome of Turry’s words, « nifi legu-
¢ leius quidam cautus, et acutus praeco aétionum, cantor for-
¢ mularum, auceps fyllabarum.”  But there have been law-
yers that were orators, philofophers, hiftorians : there have
been Bacons and CrarenDoNsS, my lord. There will be none
fuch any more, till in fome better age, true ambition or the
love of fame prevails over avarice; and till men find leifure
and encouragement to prepare themfelves for the exercife of
this profeflion, by climbing up to the ¢ vantage ground,” fo
my lord Bacow calls it, of fcience; inftead of groveling all
their lives below, in a mean but gainful application to all the
little arts of chicane. - Till this happen, the profeffion of the
law will {carce deferve to be ranked among the learned pro-
feffions : and whenever it happens, one of the vantage grounds,
to which men muft climb, is metaphyfical, and the other, hif~
torical knowledge. They muft pry into the fecret recefles of
the human heart, and become well acquainted with the whole
moral world, that they may difcover the abftra& reafon of all
laws : and they muft trace the laws of particular flates, efpe-
cially of their own, from the firft rough fketches to the
more perfect draughts ; from the firft caufes or occafions that
produced them, through all the effeds, good and bad, that
they produced. But I am running infenfibly into a fubjed,
which would detain me too long from one that relates more

VoL. II. Z'Z immediately
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immediately to your lord(hip, and with which I intend to
conclude this long letter.

(2) T »ass from the confideration of thofe profeflions to
which particular parts or kinds of hiftory feem to belong : and
I come: to {peak of the ftudy of hiftory, as a neceflary mean
to prepare men for the difcharge of that duty which they
owe to their country, and which is common to all the mem-
bers of every fociety that is conftituted according to the rules
of right reafon, and with a due regard to the common goad. *
I have met, in S1. Reav’s works, or fome other French book,
with a ridicule caft on private men who make hiftory a poli-
tical ftudy, or who apply themfelves in any manner to affairs
of ftate. But the refle@tion is too general. In governments
fo arbitrary by their conflitution, that the will of the prince
1s not only the fupreme but the fole law, it is fo far from be-
ing a duty that it 'may be dangerous, and muft be impertinent
in men, who are not called by the prince to the adminiftra-
tion of public affairs, to concern themfelves about it, or to fit
themfelves for it,  The fole vocation there is the favor of the
court ; and whatever defignation God makes by the talents ke
beftows, tho it may ferve, 'which it feldom ever does, to di-
rect the choice of the prince, yet 1 prefume that it cannot be-
come a reafon to particular men, or create a duty on them,
to devote themfelves ‘to  the public fervice: Look on the
Turkith government. . Sce a fellow taken, from rowing in a
common paffage-boat, by the caprice of the prince : fee him
invefted next day with all the power the foldans took under-
the caliphs, or the mayors of the palace under the fucceflors
of Crovis : fee a whole empire governed by the ignorance,
inexperience, and arbitrary will of this tyrant, and a few other
fubordinate tyrants, as ignorant and unexperienced as himfelf.
In France indeed, tho an abfolute government, things go a
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little better.  Arts and fciences are encouraged, and here and
there an example may be found of 'a man who has rifen by
fome extraordinary talents, amidf¥ innumerable examples of
men who have arrived at the greateft honors and higheft pofts
by no other merit than that of affiduous fawning, attendance,
or of {kill in fome defpicable puerile amufement ; in training
walps, for inflance, to take regular flights like hawks, and
ftoop at flies. The nobility of France, like the children of
tribute among the ancient Saracens and modern Turks, are fet
apart for wars,  They are bred to make love, to hunt, and
to fight : and, if any of them fhould acquire knowledge fu-
perior to this, - they would aequire that which might be preju-
dicial to themfelves, but could not become beneficial to their
country. The affairs of flate are trufted to other hands. Some
have rifen to them by drudging long in bufinefs : fome have
been made minifters almoft in the cradle : and the whole
power of the government has been abandoned to others in the
dotage of life. There is a monarchy, an abfolute monarchy
too, I mean that of China, wherein the adminifiration of the
government is carried on, under the dire&ion of the prince,
ever fince the dominion of the Tartars has been eftablithed, by
feveral clafies of Mandarins, and according to the deliberation
and advice of feveral orders of councils: the admiffion to
which clafles and orders depends on the abilitics of the can-
didates, as their rife on them depends on the behaviour they
hold, and the improvements they make afterwards. ‘Under
fuch a government, it is neither impertinent nor ridiculous,
m any of the fubjects who are invited by their circumftances,
or pufhed to it b)} their talents, to make the hiftory of ‘their
own and of other countries a political ftudy, and to fit them-
felves by this and all other tways for the' fervice of the public. It
1s not dangerous neither ; or an honor, that putweighs the
danger, attends it: f{ince private men have a right by the an-

e tient
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tient conftitution of this government, as well as councils of fate,
to reprefent to the prince the abufes of his adminiftration. But
ftill men have not there the fame occafion to concern themfelves
in the affairs of the ftate, as the nature of a fice government gives
to the members of it. In our own country, for in our own
the forms of a free government at leaft are hitherto preferved,
men are not only defigned for the public {fervice by the circum-
ftances of their fituation, and their talents, all which may hap-
pen in others : but they are defigned to it by their birth in
many cafes, and in all cafes they may dedicate themfelves to
this fervice, and take, in different degrees, fome fhare in it
whether they are called to it by the prince or no. In abfolute
governments, all public fervice is to the prince, and he nomi-
nates all thofe that ferve the public. In free governments, there
is a diftin& and a principal fervice due to the ftate. FEven
the king, of fuch alimited monarchy as ours, is but the firft
fervant of the people. Among his fubjecs, fome are appointed
by the conftitution, and others are elected by the people, to
carry on the exercife of the legiflative power jointly with him,
and to controul the executive power independently on him.
Thus your lordfhip is born a member of that order of men,
in whom a third part of the {upreme power of the govern-
ment refides: and your right to the exercife of the power be-
longing to this order not being yet opened, you are chofen
mto another body of men, who have different power and a
different conftitution, but who pofiefs another third part of the
fupreme legiflative authority, for as long a time as the com-
miflion or truft delegated to them by the people lafts. Free-
men, who are neither born to the firft, nor elected to the laft,
have a right however to complain, to reprefent, to petition,
and, I add, even to do more in cafes of the utmoft extre-
mity. For fure there cannot be a greater abfurdity, than
to affirm, that the people have a remedy in refiftance, when
their
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their prince attempts to enflave them ; but that they have
none, when their reprefentatives fell themfelves and them.

Tur fum of what I have been faying is, that, in free go-
vernments, the public fervice is not confined to thofe whom
the prince appoints to different pofts in the adminiftration un-
der him ; that there the care of the {tate is the care of multi-
tudes ; that many are called to it in a particular manner by
their rank, and by other circumf{tances of their fituation ; and
that even thofe whom the prince appoints are not only an-
fwerable to him, but, like him, and before him, to the na-
tion, for their behavior in their {everal pofts. It can never be
impertinent nor ridiculous therefore in {uch a country, what-
ever it might be in the abbot of St. ReaL’s, which was Savoy
I think ; or in Pceru, under the Incas, where, GarciLasso pE
1A Veca fays, it was lawful for none but the nobility to ftudy
~-—-for men of all degrees to inftruct themfelves in thofe affairs
wherein they may be aétors, or judges of thofe that a&, or
controlers of thofe that judge. On the contrary, it is incum-
bent on every man to inftru& himfelf, as well -as the means
and opportunities he has permit, concerning the nature and
interefts of the government, and thofe rights and duties that
belong to him, or to his fuperiors, or to his inferiors. This
in general ; but in particular it is certain that the obligations
under which we lie to ferve our country increafe, in proportion
to the ranks we hold, and the other circumftances of birth,
fortune, and fituation that call us to this fervice ; and, above
all, to the talents which God has given us to perform it.

It is in this view, that I fhall addrefs to your lordfhip what-
ever T have further to fay on the ftudy of hiftory.
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From what period modern hiftory is peculiarly ufeful to the
fervice of our country, viz.

From the end of the fifteenth century to the prefent.
The divifion of this into three particular periods :

In order to a fketch of the hiftory and ftate of Europe from
that time,

INCE then you are, my lord, by your birth, by the na-
S ture of our government, and by the talents Gop has given
you, attached for life to the fervice of your country ; fince
genius alone cannot enable you to go through this fervice
with honor to yourfelf and advantage to your country, whe-
ther you fupport or whether you oppofe the adminiftrations that
arife ; fince a great ftock of knowledge, acquired betimes and
continually improved, is neceffary to this end 3 and fince one
part of this ftock muft be colleed from the ftudy of hiftory,
as the other part is to be gained by obfervation and experience ;

I
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I come now to fpeak to your lordthip of fuch hiftory as has
an immediate relation to the great duty and bufinefs of your
life, and of the method to be obferved in this ftudy, The
notes I have by me, which were of fome little ufe thus far,
ferve me no farther, and I have no books to confult. No
matter 3 I fhall be able to explain my thoughts without their

'ﬁl’mnce and lefs liable to be tedious. 1 hope to be as full
anr{ as exact on memory alone, as the manner in which 1 fhall
treat the fubject requires me to be,

I say then, that however clofely affairs are linked together
in the pronrcﬁum of governments, and how much foever events
that follow are dependent on thofe that precede, the whole

connexion diminifhes to fight as the chain lengthens; till
laft it feems to be broken, and the links that are continued
from that point bear no provortion nor any fimilitude to the
former. I would not be underftood to f?\.fl.ix only of thofé
great changes, that are wrought by a concurrence of extraor-
din ary ‘events ; for inftance the (<'WUI'1"“'! of one nation, thé
def rué’t:nn of one ﬂ(nuru“uu, ’mcl the eftablithment of ano-
ther - but even of thofe that are wrought in the fame govern-
ments and among the fame people, ﬂouly and almoft i imper-
ptibly, i\' thc neceflary effeds of time, and flux condition
nt hum"m affairs, hen fuch chapges as thefe happen in fe-
veral flates about the fame time, and confcqucnt!y affeé other
ftates by their vicinity, and by many different relations which
they frequently bear to one another; then is one of thofe pe-
riods formed, at which the chain fpoken of is fo broken as
to have little or no real or vifible connexion with that which
we {ee continue, A new fituation, different from the former,
begets new interefts in the fame proportion of difference ; not
in-this or that particular ftate alone, but in all thofc that are
concerned by vicinity or other relations, as I faid juft now,
in
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in one general {yftem of policy. New interefls beget new
maxims of government, and new methods of condué. Thefe,
in their turns, beget new manners, new habits, new cuftoms.
The longer this new conftitution of affairs continues, the more
will this difference increafe : and altho fome analogy may re-
main long between what preceded and what fucceeds fuch a
period, yet will this analogy foon become an obje& of mere
curiofity, not of profitable enquiry. Such a period therefore
is, in the true fenfe of the words, an epocha or an aera, a
point of time at which you ftop, or from which you reckon
forward.- I fay forward; becaufe we are not to ftudy in the
prefent cafe, as chronologers compute, backward. Should we
perfift to carry our refearehes much higher, and to pufh them
even to fome other period of the fame kind, we fhould mif-
employ our time ; the caufes then laid having {pent themfelves,
the feries of effects derived from them being over, and our
concern in both confequently at an end. But a new f{yftem of
caufes and effeés, that {ubfifts in our time, and whereof our
conduct is to be a part, arifing at the laft period, and all that
pafles in our time being dependent on what has pafled fince
that period, or being immediately relative to it, we are ex-
tremely concerned to be well informed about all thofe pafiages.
To be entirely ignorant about the ages that precede this acra
would be thameful. Nay fome indulgence may be had to a
temperate curiofity in the review of them. But to be learned
about them is a ridiculous affetation in any man who means
to be ufeful to the prefent age. Down to this aera let us read
hiftory : from this acra, and down to our own time, let us

ftudy it. :

Tne end of the fificenth century feems to be juft fuch a
period as I have been defcribing, for thofe who live in the
cighteenth, and who inhabit the weftern parts of Europe. A

' little
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little before, or a little after this point of time, all thofe
cvents happened, and all thofe revolutions began, that have
produced fo valt a change in the manners, cuftoms, and in-
tercfts of particular nations, and in the whole policy, ecclefi-
aftical and civil, of thefe parts of the world. I muft defcend
here into fome detail, not of hiltories, collections, or memo-
rials; for all thefe are well enough known : and tho the con-
tents are in the heads of few, the books are in the hands
of many. But inftead of fhewing your lordfhip where to
look, I fhall contribute more to your entertainment and in-
ftruétion, by marking out, as well as my memory will ferve
me to do it, what you are to look for, and by furnifhing a
kind of clue to your ftudies. I fhall give, according to cuf-
tom, the firft place to religion.

A view of the ecclefiaftical government of Europe from the
beginning of the fixteenth century.

Osserve then, my lord, that the demolition of the papal
throne was not attempted with fuccefs till the beginning of the
fixteenth century. It you are curious to caft your eyes back,
you will find BerenGER in the eleventh, who was foon filenced ;
Arnorpus in the fame, who was foon hanged ; Vaipo in
the twelfth, and our Wickvrirr . in the fourteenth, as well as
others perhaps whom I do not recolle. Sometimes the doc-
trines of the church were alone attacked ; and fometimes the
dodrine, the difcipline, and the ufurpations of the pope. But
little fires, kindled in corners of a dark world, were foon
ftifled by that great abettor of chriftian unity, the hangman,
When they {pred and blazed out, as in the cafe of the Albi-
geois and of the Huflites, armies were raifed to extinguith them
by torrents of blood; and fuch faints as Dominic, with the

Vou. 11, Aaa crucifix
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crucifix in their hands, inftigated the troops to the utmoft bar-
barity. Your lordfhip will find that the church of Rome.
was maintained by fuch charitable and falutary means, among
others, till the pcriod {poken of: and you will be curious, I
am fure, to enquire how this period came to be more fatal to
her than any former conjuncture. A multitude of circum-
ftances, which you will eafily trace in the hiftorics of the ff-
teenth and fixteenth centuries, to go no further back, con-
curred to bring about this great event: and a multitude of
others, as eafy to be traced, concurred to hinder the demoli-
tion from becoming total, and to prop the tottering fabric,
Among thefe circumftances, there is one lefs complicated and
more obvious than others, which was of principal and univer-
fal influence. The art of printing had been invented about
forty or fifty years before the period we fix: from that time,
the refurre@ion of letters haftened on a-pace ; and at this pe-
riod they had made great progrefs, and were cultivated with
great application. ManomeT the fecond drove them out of
the caft into the weft ; and the popes proved worfe politicians
than the mufties in this refpe@. Nicuoras the fifth encou-
raged learning and learned men. Sixrus the fourth was, if I
miftake not, a great colle@or of books at leaft: and Lzo the
tenth was the patron of every art and {cience. The magicians
themfelves broke the charm by which they had bound man-
kind for fo many ages: and the adventure of that knight-
crrant, who, thinking himfelf happy in the arms of a celeftial
nymph, found that he was the milerable {lave of an infernal
hag, was in fome fort renewed.  As foon as the means of ac-
quiring and fpreading information grew common, it is no
wonder that a {yftem was unravelled, which could not have
been woven with fuccefs in any ages, but thofe of grofs igno-
rance, and credulous fuperftition. I might point out to your
lordthip many other immediate caufes, fome general like this

that
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that I have mentioned, and fome particular. The great {chifm,
for inftance, that ended in the beginning of the fifteenth cen-
tury, and in the council of Conftance, had occafioned pro-
digious fcandal. Two or three vicars of CurisT, two or three
infallible heads of the church roaming about the world at a
time, furnithed matter of ridicule as well as fcandal: and
whilft they appealed, for {fo they did in effe@, to the laity,
and reproached and excommunicated one another, they taught
the world what to think of the inftitution, as well as exercife
of the papal authority. The fame leflon was taught by the
council of Pifa, that preceded, and by that of Buafle, that
followed the council of Conftance. The horrid crimes of
Avexanper the fixth, the fawcy ambition of Jurius the fe-
cond, the immenfe profufion and fcandalous exa&ions of Leo
the tenth ; all thefe events and charaéers, following in a con-
tinued feries from the beginning of one century, prepared the
way for the revolution that happened in the beginning of  the
next. The ftate of Germany, the ftate of England, and that
of the North, were particular caufes, in thefe feveral countries,
of this revolution. Such were many remarkable events that
happened about the fame time, and a little before it, in thefe
and in other nations ; and fuch were likewife the charaders of
many of the princes of that age, fome of whom favored the
reformation, like the elector of Saxony, on a principle of con-
fcience; and moft of whom favored. it, juft as others oppoled
it, on a principle of intereft. “This your lord(hip will difcover
manifeftly to have been the cafe ; and the {ole difference you
will find between Henry the eighth and Frawcis the firfl,
one of whom feparated from the pope, as the other adhered
to him, is'this: Henry the eighth divided, with the fecular
clergy and his people, the {poil of the pope, and his fatellites,
the monks; Francis the firft divided, with the pope, the
fpoil of his clergy, fecular and regular, and of his people.

A aaz With
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With the fame impartial eye that your lord(hip furveys the
abufes of religion, and the corruptions of the church as well
as court of Rome, which brought on the reformation at this
period 3 you will oblerve the charaders and condu@ of thofe
who began, who propagated, and who favored the reforma-
tion : and from your obfervation of thefe, as well as of the
unfyftematical manner in which it was carried on at the fame
time 1n various places, and of the want of concert, nay even
of charity, among the reformers, you will learn what to think
of the feveral religions that unite in their oppofition to the
‘Roman, and yet hate one another moft heartily ; what to think
of the feveral fects that have fprouted, like fuckers, from the
fame great roots ; and what the true principles are of protef-
tant ecclefiaftical policy. This policy had no being till Lurugr
made his eftablithment in Germany ; till ZwincLius began
another in Swifferland, which CavLvin, carried on, and, like
Awmericus Vesputius who followed Curistoraer CoLumsus,
robbed the firft adventurer of his honor; and till the reforma-
tion in our country, was perfe@ed under Epwaro the fixth
and Erizazeru.  Even popith ecclefiaftical policy is no lon-
ger the fame fince that aera.  His holinefs is no longer at the
head of the whole weftern church : and to keep the part that
adheres to him, he-is obliged to loofen their chains, and to
lighten his yoke, The fpirit and pretenfions of his court are
the fame, but not the power. He governs by expedient and
management more, and by authority lefs. His decrees and
his briefs are in danger of being refufed, explained away, or
evaded, unlefs he negotiates their acceptance before he gives
them, governs in concert with his flock, and feeds his fheep
according to their humor and intereft. In thort, his excom-
munications, that made the greateft emperors tremble, are def-
pifed by the loweft members of his own communion ; and
the remaining attachment to him has been, from this aera,
2 rather




O'F: H IS TOR ¥. 363
rather a-political expedient to preferve an appearance of unity,
than a principle of confcience; whatever fome bigotted princes
may have thought, whatever ambitious prelates. and . hirelin
feriblers may have taught, and whatever a people; worked up
to enthufiafm by fanatical preachers, may have a&ed. Proofs
of this would be cafy to draw, not only from the condué of
{fuch princes as Frrpinand the firft and Maxivinian the fe-
cond, who could {carce be efteemed papilts tho- they conti-
nued in the pope’s communion ; but even from that. of princes
who perfecuted their proteftant {ubjects with great violence,
Enough has been faid, 1 think, to fhew. yousr lordthip how
little need. there is of going up higher than the beginning of
the fixtcenth century in the fludy of hiftory, to.aequire all the
knowledge neceffary at this time in ecclefiaftical polieyy orin
civil policy as far as it is relative to this. Hiftorical: monunients
of this {ort are in every man’s hand, the fads. are fufheiently
verified, and the entire: fcenes lie. open to our’ obfervation :
even that {cene of folemn refined banter exhibited in the coun-
cil of Trent, impofes on no man who reads Paovo, as well
as Pacravicing and the letters of Varcas.

A view of the civil government of Europe in the’ beginning
of the fixteenth century,

L -Adn, BoReEAZN G E,

A verv little higher need we go, to obferve thofe great
changes in the civil conftitutions of the principal nations: of
Europe, in the partition of power among them, and by con-
{fequence in the whole {yftem of European policy, which have
operated {o ftrongly for more than two centuries, and which
operate ftill. I will not affront the memory of our HEnry

the
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the feventh {o much as to compare him to Lewis the eleventh :
and yet I perceive fome refemblance between them ; which
would perhaps appear greater, if Purrir of Commines had
wrote the hiftory of Henry as well as that of Lewis ; or if
my lord Bacon had wrote that of Lewis as well as that of
Henrvy.  This prince came to the crown of England a little
before the clofe of the fifteenth century : ‘and Lrwis began his
reign in France about twenty years fooner. Thefe reigns make
remarkable periods in the hiftories of both nations. To reduce
the power, privileges, and poffeffions of the nobility, and to
increafe the wealth and authority of the crown, was the prin-
cipal obje@ of both. In this their fuccefs was fo great, that
the conflitutions of the two governments have had, fince that
time, more refemblance, in name and in form than in reality,
to the conftitutions that prevailed before. Lrwrs the eleventh
was the firft, fay the French, < qui mit les rois hors de page.”
The independency of the nobility had rendered the flate of
his predecefiors very dependent, and their power precarious.
They were the {overeigns of great vaffals; but thefe vaflals
were fo powerful, that one of them was fometimes able, and
two or three of them always, to give law to the {overeign.
Before Lewis came to the crown, the Englifh had been driven
out of their pofleflions in France, by the poor character of
Henry the fixth, the domeftic troubles of his reign, and the
defe@ion of the houfe of Burgundy from his alliance, much
more than by the ability of Crarres the feventh, who feems
to have been neither a greater hero nor a greater politician than
Henry the fixth ; and even than by the vigor and union of
the French nobility in his fervice. ~ After Lrwis came to the
crown, Epwarp the fourth made a thew of carrying the war
again into’ France ; but he foon returned home, and your
lordfhip will not be at a lofs to find much better reafons for
his doing-{o, in the fitvation of his affairs and the charaGers

of
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of his ‘allies, than thofe which Puirir of Commiifes draws
from. the artifice of Lrwis, from his good cheer, and his pen-
fions. .« Now from this time our pretenfions on- France were
in effect given up: and Crarvss the bold, the laft prince’ of
the houfe of Burgundy, -being killed, Lewis had no' vaffal
able to molefl him. He re-united the dutchy of Burgundy
and Artois to his crown, he acquired ‘Provence by gift, and
his fon Britany by marriage: and thus France grew, in' the
courfe of a few years, into that great and compaét body which
we behold at this time.  The hiftory of France, before this
period, is like that of Germany; a complicated hiftory of fe-
veral flates and feveral interefls ; fometimes concurring like
members of the fame monarchy, and fometimes warring on
one another. Since this period, the hiftory -of France is the
hiftery of one flate under a more uniform and orderly  go-
vernment; the hiftory of a monarchy -whetein the prince is
pofleffor of fome, as well as lord of all the great ficffes ;' and,
the authority of many tyrants centering in one, tho the peo-
ple are not become more free, yet the whole fyftem of do-
meftic policy is entirely changed. Peace at home is better
fecured, and the nation grown fitter to carry war abroad.
The governors of great provinces and of ftrong fortrefles have
oppofed their king, and taken arms againft his authority and
commiilion fince that time: but yet there is no more refem-
blance between the authority and pretenfions of thefe gover-
nors, or the nature and occafions of thefe difputes, and the
authority and pretenfions of - the vaffals of the crown in for-
mer days, or the nature and occafions of their difputes with
the prince and with one another, than there is between  the
antfent and the prefent peers of France. . In a ward, the con-
ftitution is fo altered, that any knowledge we can acquire about
it in the hiftory that precedes this period, will ferve to little
purpofe in our ftudy of the hiftory that follows it, and to lefs

purpofe
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purpofe ftill in affifling us to judge of what paffes in the pre-

fent age. The kings of France fince that time, more mafters
at home, have been able to exert themfelves more abroad :
and they began to do fo immediately ; for Carrnes the eighth,
fon and fucceffor of Lewis the eleventh, formed great defigns
of foreign conquefts, tho they were difappointed by his ina-
bility, by the levity of the nation, and by other caufes. Lrwis
the twelfth and Francis the firft, butefpecially Francrs, med-
dled deep in the affairs of Europe : and tho the {uperior ge-
nius of Ferdinand called the catholic, and the ftar of Cuarres
the fifth prevailed againft them, yet the efforts they made
thew fufliciently how the ftrength and importance of this mo-
narchy were increafed in their time. From whence we may
date likewife the rivalfhip of the houfe of France, for we may
reckon that of Valois and that of Bourbon as one upon this
occafion, and the houfe of Aufiria ; that continues at this day,
and that has coft {fo much blood and fo much treafure in
the courfe of it.

I. n ENGL A ND.

Tuo the power and influence of the nobility funk in  the
great change that began under Henry the feventh in Eng-
land, as they did in that which began under Lrwrs the ele-
venth in France; yet the new conftitutions-that thefe changes
produced were very different. In France the lords alone loft,
the king alone gained ; the clergy held their poffeffions and
their immunities, and the people remained in a flate of miti-
gated flavery,  But in England the people gained as well as
the crown. The commons had already'a fhare in the legifla-
ture; {o that the power and influence of the lords being broke
by Henry the feventh, and the property of the commons in-

creafing
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creafing by the fale that his fon made,of church-lands, . the
power, of . the latter increafed of courfe by this change in. a
..conftitution,  the forms whereof were favorable to them. - The
union of the refes put an end to_the civil wars of York and
Lancafter, that had fucceeded thofe we commonly call the ba-
. rons wars, and the humor of, warring in France, that had
.Jafted near four hundred years under the Normans and Plan-
tagenets,, for plunder as well as conqueft, was fpent. 'Our
temple of Janus was thut by HeEnry the feventh. We nei-
ther laid wafte our own nor other countrics any longer: and
wife laws and a wife government changed infenfibly the man-
ners, and gave a new, turn to the {pirit of our people. -We
were.no longer. the free-booters we had been. Our  nation
maintained: Ler reputation inarms whenever the public inter-
eft or the public authority required it ; but war ceafed to Dbe,
what it had been, our principal and almoft our {fole profeflion.
‘The arts, of peace prevailed among. us. We became hufband-
men, manufaGurers,, and merch:mts, and we emulated neigh-
borlng nathl]S lﬂ hterature It ].S from thls tln]e that we
ought to ﬁudy the hiftory of our country, my lord, with the
utmoft application.. We are not much conccrned to know
with critical accuracy what were the antient forms of our par-
liaments, concerning whichy however,  there is little room for
difpute from the reign of Henry the third at leaft; nor in
fthort, the whole {yftem of, our civil conftitution before Henry
the feventh, and of our ecclefiaftical conftitution.before Henry
the eighth.  But he who has not ftudied and acquired a tho-
rough. knowledge of them both, from thefe periods down to
the prefent time, in all the variety of events by which they
have been affecied, will be very unfit to judge or take care of
cither. . Juft, as little are we concerned to know, in any nice
detail, what the condu& of our princes, relatively to our nuch—
hours on the continent, was before this period, and at a time
Vou. Il Bbb when
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when the partition of power and a multitude of other ‘circum-
flances rendered the whole political fyftem of Europe {o vaftly
different from that which has exifted fince. 'But he who has
not traced this condué@ from the period we fix, down to the
prefent age, wants a principal part of the knowledge that
every Englith minifter of ftate fhould have. Ignorance in the
refpects here {fpoken of is the lefs pardonable, becaufe we have
more, and more authentic, means of information concerning
this, than concerning any other period. Anecdotes enow to
glut the curiofity of fome perfons, and to filence all the cap-
tious cavils of others, will never be furnifhed by any portion
of hiftory ; nor indeed can they according to the nature and
courfe of human affairs: but he who is content to ‘read and
obferve, like a fenator and a ftatefman, will find in our own
and in foreign biftorians as much information as he wants,
" concerning the affairs of our ifland, her fortune at home and
her condué abroad, from the fifteenth century to the eighteenth.
I refer to foreign hiftorians, as well as to our own, for this fe-
ries of our own hiftory ; not only becaufe it is reafonable to
{ce in what manner the hiftorians of other countries have re-
lated the tranfa&ions wherein we have been concerned, and
what judgment they have made of our condu&, domeftic and
foreign, but for another reafon likewife, Our nation has fur-
nifhed as ample and as important matter, good and bad, for
hiftory, as any nation under the fun: and yet we muft yield the
palm in writing hiftory moft certainly to the Italians and to the
French, and, I fear, even to the Germans. The only two
pieces of hiftory we have, in any refpe to be compared with
the antient, are, the Reign of Hexry the feventh by my lord
Bacon, and the Hiftory of our civil wars in the laft century
by your noble anceftor my lord chancellor CLarenpon. But
~ we have no general hiftory to be compared with fome of other

countries : neither have we, which I lament much more, par-
ticular
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ticular hiftories, except the two I have mentioned, nor wri-
ters of memorials, nor colleGors of monuments and anecdotes,
to vie in number or in merit with thofc that foreign nations
can boaft; from Commines, Guicciarpin, Du Berray, Pa-
oro, Davira, Tuuanus, and a multitude of others, down
through the whole period , that I propofe to your lordfhip.
But altho this be true, ;to our fhame ; yet it is true likewife
that we want no neceflary means of, information. . They lie
open to our induftry and our difcernment. Foreign writers
are for the moft part {carce worth reading when they fpeak of
our domeftic affairs ; nor are our Englifh writers for the molft
part; of | greater value when they {peak of foreign affairs. In
this mutual defe&, the writers of other countries are, I think,
more excufable than ours : for the nature of our government,
the political principles in which we are bred, our diftin& in-
terefts as iflanders, and, the complicated various interefts and
humors of our parties, all thefe are fo peculiar to ourfelves,
and fo different from the notions, manners, and habits of
other nations, that it is not wonderful they fhould be puzzled
or thould fall into error, when they undertake to give rela-
tions of events that refult from all thefe, or to pafs any judg-
ment upon them. - But as thefe hiftorians are mutually defec-
tive, fo they mutually fupply each other’s defe&ts, We muft
compare them therefore, make ufe of our dilcernment, and
draw. our conclufions from both. = If we proceed in this man-
ner, we have an ample fund of hiftory in our power, from
whence to colle& fufficient authentic information ; and we
muft proceed in this manner, even with our own hiftorians of
different religions, fects, and parties, or run the rifque of be-
ing mifled by domeftic ignorance and prejudice in this cale,
as well as by foreign ignorance and prejudice in the other.
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Seain ‘figured little'in Europe ‘till-‘the latter ‘part ‘of - the fif-
teenth century ; till Caftile’and’ Arragon ‘were "united’ by the
marriage of FEapinanD ‘and! Isaseria § till the totil expulfion
of thé Moors, ‘and till ‘the difcovery of ‘the Wet<Indies. ' Af-
ter this,' not only" Spain’took‘a -new form; 'and’grew into
immenf¢ power ; but,’ the heéir of FerpinAnD and IsaseLia
being ‘heir likewife “of the” houfes “of “Burgundy and Auftria,
fuchan”extént of ‘dominion acerued to hini by all thefe " fuc-
ceflions,” and’ fuch an addition' of ‘rank " and ' autherity” by’ his |
ele@tion to the empire; as'no prince* had  been mafter of in
Europe fiom the ‘days of Cuarves the'gréat, It is proper to
obfetve here ‘how the poliey’ of the Germans'altered 'in the
choice ‘of “an emperor’; - bécaufe the” effeéts’ of  this" alteration
have'been“great.’”  'When Roporrirts of Hapfburg ' was chofe
in the“year one’ thoufand' two hundred and feventy, or about
that time; the poverty ‘and the low eftdte of ‘this prince, who
had been marfhal of the court to'a'king of Bohemia, was’ an
inducement to'elet him:  The diforderly’ and lawlefs ftate of
the empire made the princes of it'in thofe¢ days' unwilling’ to
have a more powerful head.  But a contrary maxim took place
at this aera: Cuarves ‘the’fifth and Francis the firft, the two
moft powerful princes of Europe, were the fole’ candidates;
for the elector of ‘Saxony,” who i faid to have' declined, was
ratherunable to ftand in competition with them : and Cuarves
was chofen by the unanimous fuffrages of the ele@oral college,
if I miftake not Another Crartits,  Cuarres the fourth,
who was made emperor illegally enough on the depofition of
Lrwis of Bavaria, and about one hundred and fifty years be-
fore, feems to me to have contributed doubly to cftablith this
maxim ; by the wife conflitutions that he procured to pafs,
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that ‘upited the empire in 2 more orderly form and better
fyftem of government ; and by aliénating the imperial revenues
to fuch a degree, that they were no longer fufficient to fup-
port an emperor who had not great revenues of his own. The
fame maxim and other circumftances have concurred to kee
the empire in this family ever fince, as it had been often be-
fore ; and this family having large dominions in the empire,
and larger pretenfions, as well as dominions, out of it, the
other flates of ‘Europe, France, Spain and England . particu-
larly, have been more concerned fince this period. in the af-
fairs of Germany, than they were before it: and, by confe-
quence the hiftory of Germany, from the beginning of the
{ixteenth century, is of importance, and a -neceffary part of
that knowledge which your lordfhip defires to acquire.

Tie Dutch commonwealth was not formed till near a cen-
tury later.  But as foon as it was formed, nay even whilft it
was forming, thefe provinces, that were loft to obfervation
among the many that compofed the dominions of Burgundy
and ‘Auftria, became fo confiderable a part of the political
{yftem of Europe, that their hiftory muft be fludied by every
man who would inform himfelf of this {yftem.

Soon after this ftate had taken being, others of a more an-
tient original began to mingle in thofe difputes and wazs, thofe
councils, negotiations, and treaties, that are to be the princi-
pal objeéts of your lordfhip’s application in the ftudy of hifto-
ry. 'That of the northern crowns deferves your attention lit-
tle, before the laft century. Till the ele¢tion of Freprric the
firlt to the crown of Denmark, and till that wonderful revo-
lution which the firft Gustavus brought about in Sweden, it
is nothing more than a confufed rhapfody of events; in which
the great kingdoms and ftates of Europe neither had any

concern,
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concern, nor took any part. From the time I have mention-
ed, the northern crowns have turned their counfels and their
arms often fouthwards, and Sweden particularly, with prodi-
gious effe@.

To what purpofe {hould I trouble your lordthip with. the
mention of -hiftories of other nations ? They are either f{uch
as have no relation to the knowledge you would acquire,  like
that of the Poles, the Mufcovites, or the Turks; or they are
{uch as, having an occafional or a fecondary relation to i,
fall of courfe into your fcheme ; like the hiftory of Italy for
inftance, which is fometimes a part of that of France, fome-
times of that of Spain, and fometimes of “that of Germany.,
The thread of hiftory that you are to keep, is that of the na-
tions who are and muft always be concerned in the fame fcenes
of action with your own. Thefe are the principal nations of
the weft. Things that have no immediate relation to your
own country, or to them, are cither too remote, or too
minute, to employ much of your time: and their hiftory
and your own is, for all your purpofes, the whole hiftory of
Europe.

THE two great powers, that of France and that of Auftria,
being formed, and a rivalthip eftablithed by confequence be-
tween them ; it began to be the intereft of their neighbors
to oppofe the ftrongefl and moft enterprifing of the two, and
to be the ally and friend of the weakeft. From hence arofe
the notion of a balance of power in Europe, on the equal
poize of which the fafety and tranquillity of all muft depend.
To deftroy the equality of this balance has been the aim of
each of thefe rivals in his turn : and to hinder it from be-
ing deftroyed, by preventing too much power from falling
into one {cale, has been the principle of all the wife councils

of
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of Europe, relatively to }rance and to the houfe of Auftria,
through the whole period that began at the aera we have fix-
ed, and fubfifts at this hour. To make a careful and juft ob-
fervation, therefore, of the rife and decline “of thefe powers,
in the two laft centurics and in the prefent; of the projects
which their ambition formed ; of the means they employed
to carry thefe projeéts on with fuccefs; of the means em-
ployed by others to defeat them ; of the iffue of all thefe en-
deavors in war and in negociation ; and particularly, to bring
your obfervations home to your own country and your own
ufe, of the condud that England held; to her honor or dif-
honor, to her advantage or diladvantage, in every one of the
numerous and important conjunétures that happened----ought
to be the principal {ubjeé of your lordthip’s attention in read-
ing and refle@ing on this part of modern hiftory.

Now to this purpofe you will find it of great ufe, my lord,
when you have a general plan of the hiftory in your mind,
to go over the whole again in another method ; which I pro-
pofe to be this, Divide the entire period into fuch particu-
lar pericds as the general courfe of affairs will mark out to
you {uthciently, by the rife of new conjunétures, of different
ichemes of conduét, and of different theatres of action. Exa-
mine this pericd of hiftory as you would examine a tragedy or
a comedy; that is, take firft the idea or a general notion of
the whol¢, and after that examine every a& and every fcene
apart. ~ Confider them in themfelves, and confider them re-
latively to one another. Read this hiftory as you would that
of any antient period ; but ftudy it afterwards, as it would
not be worth your while to ftudy the other; nay as you
could not have in your power the means of {tudying the other,.
if the ftudy was really worth your while. The former part

of this period abounds in great hiftorians : and the latter part
13




5776 OiFA11DHEISST UD Y
is fo modern; that-even tradition is authentic enough to fupply
the want of good hiftory, if we are curious to. enquire, and
it we (Hearken to the living with the fame impartiality and frce-
dom of judgmentias we read the dead » and he that does one,
will do-the other.  The whole period abounds:in° memorials,
in collections of public acts:and monuments, of private letters,
and-of treaties. ' All thefe muft comeinto youriplan’of ftudy,
my lord : smany not to be red through,> but-all to be confult-
ed and compared. They muft not'lead you, T think; ito your
enquiries, but your enquiries:muft-lead you to them. By join-
ing hiftory and that which we call the materia hiftorica toge-
therin this manncr; and by drawing your information from
both, your lordfhip will: acquire- not only: that knowledge,
~'which' many have in fome 'degree, of the great ~tranfa&ions
that have pafled, and the great events' that have happened: in
Europe during this period, and of their immediate and . obvi-
‘ous caufesand confequences ; ‘but your lordthip will acquire a
‘much fuperior’knowledge, and  fuch a one as very few 'men
pofle(s almotft in any degree; a knowledge of 'the true political
fyftem of Europe during this time. You will fee it in it’s pri-
mitive principles, in the conftitutions of governments; the fitua-
“tions ‘of countries, ' their national ‘and true interefts, the cha-
racters and the religion' of people, and other permanent cir-
cumftances. - You will trace it through all its luuations, and
obferve how the objeés vary feldom, but the means perpetu-
ally, according to- the different.charadters of princes and of
thofe who govern ; the different abilities of thofe who ferve ;
the courfe of accidents, and a multitude of other irregular and
" contingent circumiftances.

Tz particular periods into which the whole period fhould
be divided, in! my opinion, ‘are thefe. - 1:From the fifteenth
to the end of the fixteenth ' century. - 2. From thence to

the
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the Pyrenecan treaty. 3. From thence down to the prefent
time.

Your lordfhip will find this divifion as apt and ‘as proper,
relatively to the particular hiftories of England, France, Spain,
and Germany, the principal nations concerned, as it is rela-
tively to the general hiftory of Europe.

Tur death of queen Evrizasers, and the acceflion of
king James the firft, made a vaft alteration in the govern-
ment of our nation at home, and in her condu& abroad,
about the end of the firft of thefe periods.  The wars
that religion occafioned, and ambition fomented in France,
through the reigns of Francis the fecond, Cuaries the
ninth, Henry the third, and a part of Henry the fourth,
ended: and the furies of the league were cruthed by this
great prince, about the fame time. Puivie the fecond of
Spain marks this period likewifc by his death, and by the
exhaufted condition in which he left the monarchy he
governed : which took the lead no longer in difturbing the
peace of mankind, but acted a fecond part in abetting the bi-
gotry and ambition of Ferpinanp the fecond and the third.
The thirty years war that devafted Germany did not begin till
the eighteenth year of the feventeenth century, but the feeds
of it were fowing fome time before, and even at the end of
the {ixteenth. = Ferpinanp the firft and Maxmnrran had
thewn much lenity and moderation in the difputes and trou-
bles that arofe on account of religion. Under Roporrrus
and MarrHIas, “as the fucceflion of their coufin FErDINAND
approached, the fires that were covered began to {mcke and
to fp.lrklc: and if the war did not begin with this century,
the preparation for it, and the expedation of it did.

Vor. IL s Tue
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Tur fecond period ends in one thoufand fix hundred and
fixty, the year of the reftoration of Cuaries the fecond to
the throne of England ; when our civil wars, and all the dif-
orders which Cromwerr’s ufurpation had produced, were over;
and therefore a remarkable point of time, with refpe& to our
country. It is no lefs remarkable with refpe¢t to Germany,
Spain, and France.

As to Germany ; the ambitious projects of the German
branch of Auftria had been entirely defeated, the peace of the
empire had been reftored, and almoft a new conftitution form-
ed, or an old one revived, by the treaties of Weftphalia ; nay
the imperial eagle was not only fallen, but her wings were

clipped.

As to Spain ; the Spanifh branch was fallen as low twelve
years afterwards; that is, in the year one thoufand fix hundred
and fixty. Paivie the fecond left his {fucceflors a ruined mo-
narchy. He left them fomething worfe ; he left them his ex-
ample and his principles of government, founded in ambition,
in pride, in ignorance, in bigotry, and all the pedantry of
ftate. I have red fomewhere or other, that the war of the
Low Countries alone coft him, by his own confellion, five
hundred and fixty four millions, a prodigious fum in what
{pecies foever he reckoned. Puinip the third and Puivre the
fourth followed his example and his principles of government,
at home and abroad. At home, there was much form, but
no good order, no occonomy, nor wifdom of policy in the
ftate. The church continued to devour the ftate, and that
monfter the inquifition to difpeople the country, even more
than perpetual war, and all the numerous colonies that Spain
had fent to the Weft-Indies : for your lordfhip will find that
Paivre the third drove more than nine hundred thoufand Mo-

1 rifcoes
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rifcoes out of his dominions by one edi&, with fuch circum-
flances of inhumanity in the execution of it, as Spaniards
alone could exercife, and that tribunal, who had provoked
this unhappy race to revolt, could alone approve. Abroad,
the condu& of thife princes was direfted by the fame wild
{pirit of ambition: rath in undertaking tho flow to execute,
and obftinate in purfuing tho unable to fucceed, they opened
a new {luice to let out the little life and vigor that remained
in their monarchy, Puaruip the fecond is faid to have been
piqued againft his uncle Ferpinaxp, for refufing to yield the
empire to him on the abdication of Cuarres the fifth. Cer-
tain it is, that as much as he loved to difturb the peace of man-
kind, and to meddle in every quarrel that had the appearance
of {upporting the Roman and opprefling every other church,
he meddled little in the affairs of Germany. But, FErDINAND
and Maximiuian dead, and the off-fpring of MaximiLian
extin@, the kings of Spain efpoufed the interefts of the other
branch of ' their family, -entertained remote views of ambition
in favor of their.own branch, even on that {ide, and made all
the enterprifes of -Ferpinanp of Gratz, both before and after
his elevation to the empire, the commen caufe of the houfe
of Auftria. ‘What completed their ruin was this:" they knew
not how to lofe, nor when to yield. = They acknowledged the
independency of -the Dutch commonwealth, and became the
allies of their antient fubje@s at the treaty of Munfter : but
they would not forego their ufurped claim on Portugal, and
they perfifted to carry on fingly the war againft France. Thus
they were reduced to fuch alownefs of power as can hardly
be paralleled in any other cafe: and Puivie the fourth was ob-
liged at laft to conclude a peace, on terms repugnant to his
inclination, “to that of his people, to the intereft of Spain, and
to-that of all ‘Europe, in the Pyrencan treaty. '

Cre t52 As
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As to France; this aera of the entire fall of the Spanifh
power is likewife that from which we may reckon that France
grew as formidable, as we have feen her, to he‘r neighbours,
in power and pretenfions. Henry the fourth meditated great
defigns, and prepared to ac a great part in Europe in the
very beginning of this period, when RavaiLrac ftabbed him,
His defigns died with him, and are rather guefled at than
known ; for furely thofe which his hiftorian Pererixz and the
compilers of SurLry’s memorials afcribe to him, of a chriftian
commonwealth, divided into fifteen ftates, and of a fenate to
decide all differences, and to maintain this new conftitution of
Europe, are too chimerical to have been really his: but his
general defign of abafing the houfe of Auftria, and eftablifh-
ing the {fuperior power in that of Bourbon, was taken up,
about twenty years after his death, by RicuzLizu, and was
purfued by him and by Mazarin with fo much ability and
fuccefs, that it was effected entirely by the treaties of Weft-
phalia and by the Pyrenean treaty ; that is, at the end of the

fecand of thofe periods I have prefumed to propofe to your
lordthip.

Waen the third, in which we now are, will end, and
what circumftances will mark the end of it, 1 know not: but
this I know, that the great events and revolutions, which
have happened in the courfe of it, intereft us fill more nearly
than thofe of the two precedent periods. I intended to have
drawn up an elenchus or fummary of the three, but I
doubted, on further refle@ion, whether my memory would
enable me to do it with exa&nefs enough : and I faw
that, if 1 was able to do it, the dedu&ion would be jm-
meafurably long. Something of this kind however it ma
be reafonable to attempt, in {peaking of the laft period :

which
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which may hereafter occafion a further trouble to your

lordfhip.

But to give you fome breathing-time, I will poftpone it at
prelent, and am in the mean while,

My Lorbp,

Your, &e.

L E T TRER
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A fketch of the ftate and hiftory of Europe, from the Pyre-
nean treaty in one thoufand fix hundred and fifty nine, to
the year one thoufand fix hundred and eighty eight.

HE firft obfervation I thall make on this third period

of modern hiftory is, that as the ambition of Cuarrzs

the fifth, who united the whole formidable power of Auftria
in himfelf, and the reftlefs temper, the cruelty and bigotry of
Puiuie the {fecond, were principally obje@s of the attention
and folicitude of the councils of Europe, in the firft of thefe
periods ; and as the ambition of Frrpinanp the fecond, and
the third, who aimed at nothing lefs than extirpating the pro-
teftant intereft, and under that pretence fubduing the liberties
of Germany, were objects of the fame kind in the fecond :
fo an oppofition to the growing power of France, or to {peak
more properly, to the exorbitant ambition of the houfe of
Bourbon, has been the principal affair of Europe, during the
greateft part of the prefent period. The defign of afpiring to
univerfal monarchy was imputed to Cuarvres the fifth, as
foon as he began to give proofs of his ambition and capacity.
The fame defign was imputed to Lewis the fourteenth, as
foen as-he began to feel his own ftrength, and the weaknefs
of his neighbours. Neither of thefe princes was induced, I
believe, by the flattery of his courtiers, or the apprehenfions
of his adverfaries, to entertain fo chimerical a defign as this
would have been, even in that falfe fenfe wherein the word
< univerfal
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univerfal is fo often underflood : and 1 miftake very much if
cither of them was of a chara&er, or in circumftances, to un-
dertake it. Both of them had firong defires to raife their fa-
milies higher, and to extend their dominions farther; but
neither of them had that bold and adventurous ambition which
makes a conqueror and an hero. Thefe apprehenfions how-
ever were given wifely, and taken ufefully. They cannot be
given nor taken too foon when fuch powers as thefe:arife ; be-
caufe when fuch powers as thefe are befieged as it were early,
by the common policy and watchfulnefs of their neighbours,
cach of them may in his turn of ftrength fally forth, and gain
a little ground ; but none of them will be able to puth their
conquefts far, and much lefs to confummate the entire pro-
je@s of their ambition.  Befides the occafional oppofition that
was given to Cuaries the fifth by our Henry the eighth, ac-
cording to the different moods of humor he was in; by the
popes, according to the feveral turns of their private intereft ;
and by the princes of Germany, according to the occafions
or pretences that religion or civil liberty furnithed ; he had
from his firft fetting out a rival and an enemy in Frawncis the
firft, who did not maintain his caufe ¢ in forma pauperis,”
if I may ufe fuch an expreffion : as we have feen the houfe
of Auftria fue, in our days, for dominion at the gate of every
palace in Europe. Francis the firft was the principal in his
own quarrels, paid his own armies, fought his own battles
and tho his valour alone did not hinder CuarvrEs the fifth from
fubduing all Europe, as Baviz, a better philologer than poli-
tician, {fomewhere aflerts, but a multitude of other circum-
ftances eafily to be traced in hiftory ; yet he contributed by
his victories, and even by his defeats, to wafte the ftrength
and check the courfe of that growing power. = Luw1s the four-
teenth had no rival of this kind in the houfe of Auftria, nor
indeed any enemy of this importance to combat, till the prince

of
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of Orance became king of Great Britain: and he had great
advantages in many other refpeéts, which it is neceffary to
confider in order to make a true judgment on the affairs of
Europe from the year one thoufand fix hundred and fixty.
You will difcover the firft of thefe advantages, and fuch as
were produétive of all the reft, in the condué of Ricuzrizy
and of Mazariv. Ricrerieu formed the great defign, and
laid the foundations: Mazarixn purfued the defign, and raifed
the fuperftructure. If I do not deceive myfelf extremely,
there are few paffages in hiftory that deferve your lordfhip’s
attention more than the condué that the firft and greateft of
thefe minifters held, in laying the foundations I {peak of. You
will obferve how he helped to embroil affairs on every fide,
and to keep the houfe of Auftria at bay as it were ; how he
catered into the quarrels of Italy againft Spain, into that con-
cerning the Valteline, and that concerning the fucceflion of
Mantua ; without engaging {o deep as to divert him from ano-
ther great obje&t of his policy, fubduing Rochelle and difarm-
ing the Huguenots. You will obferve how he turned himfelf
after this was done, to ftop the progrefs of Frromvanp in
Germany.  While Spain fomented difcontents at the court and
diforders in the kingdom of France, by all poflible means,
even by taking engagements with the duke of Rouan, and for
fupparting the proteftants; RicurLizu abetted the fame inte-
reft in Germany againft Feroivanp; and in the Low Coun-
tries againft Spain. < The emperor was become almoft the
mafter in Germany. Crristian the fourth, king of Den-
mark, had been at the head of a league, wherein the United
Provinces, Sweden, and Lower Saxony entered, to oppofe his
progrefs: but Curistran had been defeated by TiiLy and
VaLstring, and obliged to conclude a treaty at Lubec, where
FerpiNaND gave him the law. It was then that Gusravus
Aporruus, with whom Ricuerizu made an alliance, entered

- into
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into this war, and foon turned the fortune of it. The French
minifter had not yet engaged his mafter openly in the war;
but when the Dutch grew impatient, and threatned to renew
their truce with Spain, unlefs France declared ; when the king
of Swepen was killed, and the battle of Nordlingen loft;
when Saxony had turned again to the fide of the emperor, and
Brandenburg and fo many others had followed this example,
that Hefle almoft alone perfifted in the Swedith alliance : then
Ricuerizu engaged his mafter, and profited of every circum-
ftance which the conjun&ure afforded, to engage him with
advantage. For, firlt, he had a double advantage by engag-
ing fo late: that of coming frefh into the quarrel againft a
wearied and almoft exhaufted enemy ; and that of yielding
to the impatience of his friends, who, prefled by their necef-
fities and by the want they had of France, gave this minifter
an opportunity of laying thofe claims and eftablifhing thofe
pretenfions, in all his treaties with Holland, Sweden, and the
princes and ftates of the empire, on which he had projected
the future agorandifement of France. The manner in which
he engaged, and the air that he gave to his engagement, were
advantages of the fecond fort, advantages of reputation and
credit ; yet were thefe of no {mall moment in ‘the courfe of
the war, and operated ftrongly in favor of France as he de-
figned they fhould, even after his death, and at and after the
treaties of Weftphalia. He varnifhed ambition with the moft
slaufible and popular pretences. The ele@or of Treves had
put himfelf under the protection of France : and, if I remem-
ber right, he made this ftep when the emperor could not pro-
te&t him againft the Swedes, whom he had reafon to appre-
hend. No matter, the governor of Luxemburg was ordered
to furprife Treves and to feize the elector.  He executed his
orders with fuccefs, and carried this prince prifoner into Bra-
bant. Ricusrisu feized the lucky circumftance ; he reclaimed

Vor. 1I. Ddd the
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the eleftor: and, on the refufal of the cardinal infant, the
war was declared. France, you fee, appeared the common
friend of liberty, the defender of it in the Low-Countries
againft the king of Srain, and in Germany againft the empe-
ror, as well as the prote@or of the princes of the ciipire,
many of whofe ftates had been illegally invaded, and whofe
perfons were no longer fafe from violence even in their own
palaces. All thefe appearances were kept up in the negotia-
tions at Munfler, where Mazarin reaped what Ricieriny had
fowed. The demands that France made for herfelf were very
great ; but the conjun@ure was favorable, and fhe improved
it to the utmoft. No figure could be more fattering than her’s,
at the head of thefe negotiations ; nor more mortifying than
the emperor’s through the whole courfe of the treaty. The
princes and ftates of the empire had been treated as vaflals by
the emperor : France determined them to treat with him on
this occafion as fovereigns, and fupported them in this deter-
mination. Whilft Sweden feemed concerned for the protef~
tant intereft alone, and fhewed no other regard, as fhe had
no other alliance ; France affe@ed to be impartial alike to the
proteftant and to the papift, and to have no intereft at heart
but the common intereft of the Germanic body. Her de-
mands were exceflive, but they were to be fatisfied. principally
out of the emperor’s patrimonial dominions. It had been the
art of her minifters to effablith this general maxim on many
particular experiences, that the grandeur of France was a real,
and would be a conftant fecurity to the rights and liberties of
the empire againft the emperor : and it is no wonder there-
fore, this maxim prevailing, injuries, refentments, and jealou-
fies being freth on one fide, and fervices, obligations, and con-
tidence on the other, that the Germans were not unwilling
France fhould extend her empire on this fide of the Rhine,
* whilft Sweden did the fame on this fide of the Baltic. Thefe
treaties,
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treaties, and the immenfe credit and influence that Frahce had
acquired by them in the empire, put it out of the power of
one branch of the houfe of Auftria to return the obligations
of afliftance to the other, in the war that continued between
France and Spain, till the Pyrenean treaty. By this treaty the
{uperiority of the houfe of Bourbon over the houfe of Auftria
was not only completed and confirmed, but the great defign
of uniting the Spanifh and the French monarchies under the
former was laid.

Tar third period therefore begins by a great change of the
balance of power in Europe, and by the profpéé of one much
greater and more fatal. Before I defcend into the particulars I
intend to mention, of the courfe of affairs, and of the politi-
cal conduét of the great powers of Europe in this third period;
give me leave to caft my eyes once more back on the {econd.
The reflection I am going to make feems to me important, and
leads to all that is to follow.

Tut Dutch made their peace feparately at Munfter with
Spain, who acknowledged then the fovereignty and indepen-
dency of their commonwealth. = The French, who had been,
after our Ecrzasers, their principal fupport, reproached them
feverely for this breach of faith. They excufed themfelves
in the beft manner, and by the beft reafons, they could. All
this your lordfhip will find in the monuments of that time.
But I think it not improbable that they had a motive you
will not find there, and which it was not proper to give as a
reafon or excufe to the French. Might not the wife men
amongft them confider even then, befides the immediate ad-
vantages that accrued by this treaty to their commonwealth,
that the imperial power was fallen’; that the power of Spain
was vaftly reduced; that the houfe of Auftria’ was nothing

Ddd 2 more
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more than the thadow of a great name, and that the houfe
of Bourbon was advancing, by large ftrides, to a degree of
power as exorbitant, and as formidable as that of the other
family had been in the hands of Cuarwes the fifth, of Parpip
the fecond, and lately of the two Ferpinanps ? Might they
not forefee, even then, what happened in the courfe of very
few years, when they were obliged, for their own fecurity, to
aflift their old enemies the Spaniards againft their old friends
the French ? I think they might. Our Cuarvrs the firft was
no great politician, and yet he feemed to difcern that the ba-
lance of power was turning in favor of France, fome years be-
fore the treaties of Weftphalia. He rcfufed to be neuter, and
threatned to take part with Spain, if the French purfued the
defign of befieging Dunkirk and Graveline, according ‘to a
concert taken between them and the Dutch, and in purfuance
of a treaty for dividing the Spanith Low Countries, which
Ricuerieu had negotiated. CromweLr either did not difcern
this turn of the balance of power, long afterwards when it was
much more vifible ; or, difcerning it, he was induced by reafens
of private intereft to aét againft the general intereft of Europe.
CromwEerLL Joined with France againft Spain, and tho he got
Jamaica and Dunkirk, he drove the Spaniards into a neceflity
of making a peace with France, that has difturbed the peace
of the world almoft fourfcore years, and the confequences of
which have well nigh beggared in our times the nation he
enflaved in his. There is a traditien, I have heard it from
perions who lived in thofe days, and I believe it came from
Trurror, that CromwsrL was in treaty with Spain, and
rcady to turn his arms againft France when he died.  If this
fa&t was certain, as little as I honor his memory, 1 {hould have
fome regret that he died fo foon. But whatever his inten~
tions were, we muft charge the Pyrenean treaty, and the fatal
confequences of it, in great meafure to his account. The

Spaniards
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Spaniards abhorred the thought of marrying their Infanta to
Lewis the fourteenth, It was on this point that they broke
the negociation Lionne had begun : and your lordfhip will
perceive, that if they refumed it afterwards, and offered the
marriage they had before rejected, CromweLL’s league with
France was a principal inducement to this alteration of their
re{olutions.

Tur precife point at which the {cales of power turn, like
that of the folftice in cither tropic, is imperceptible to com-
mon obfervation : and, in one cafe as in the other, fome pro-
grefs muft be made in the new direction, before the change is
perceived.  They who are in the finking fcale, for in the po-
litical balance of power, unlike to all others, the fcale that
is empty finks, and that which is full rifes; they who are in
the finking fcale do not eafily come off from the habitual
prejudices of fuperior wealth, or power, or fkill, or courage,
nor from the confidence that thefe prejudices infpire. 'They
who are in the rifing fcale do not immediately feel their
ftrength, nor aflume that confidence in it which fuccefsful
experience gives them afterwards. ~ They who are the moft
concerned to watch the variations of this balance, mif-judge
often in the fame manner, and from the fame prejudices. They
continue to dread a power no longer able to hurt them, or they
continue to have no apprehenfions of a power that grows
daily more formidable. ~ Spain verified the firft obfervation at
the end of the fecond period, when, proud and poor, and
enterprifing and feeble, fhe ftill thought herfelf a match for
France. France verified the fecond obfervation at the begin-
ing of the third period, when the triple alliance ftopped the
progrefs of her arms, which alliances much more confider-
able were not able to effe& afterwards. The other principal
powers of Europe, in their turps, have verified the third ob-

fervation




390 A Sketch of the HisTorv
fervation in both it’s parts, through the whole courfe of
this period. :

Wien Lewis the fourteenth took the adminiftration of af-
fairs into his own hands, about the year one thoufand fix hun-
dred and fixty, he was in the prime of his age, and had,
what princes feldom have, the advantages of youth and thofe
of experience together. Their education is generally bad ;
for which reafon royal birth, that gives a rght to the throne
among other people, gave an abfolute excluficn from it among
the Mamalukes, His was, in all relpeds, except one, as bad
as that of other princes. He jefted fometimes on his own igh
norance ; and there were other defeds in his character, owing
to his education, which he did not fce. But Mazarin had
initiated. him betimes in the myfteries of his policy. He had
{een a great part of thofe foundations laid, on which he was
to. raife the fabric of his future grandeur: and as Mazarix
finifhed the work that Ricuevizy began, he had the leflons of
one, and the examples of both, to inftru& him. He had
acquired habits of fecrecy and method, in bufinefs ; of re-
ferve, difcretion, decency, and dignity, in behaviour, If he
was not the greateft king, he was the beft aGor of majefty at
leaft, that ever filled a throne. He by no means wanted that
courage which is. commonly called bravery, tho the want of it
was imputed to him in the midft of his greateft triumphs
nor that other courage, lefs oftentatious and moye rarely found,
- calm,  fteady, perfevering refolution ; which feems to arife lefs
frdm the temper of the body, and is therefore called courage
of the mind. He had them both moft certainly, and I could
produce unqueftionable anecdotes in proof. He was, in one
word, much fuperior to any prince with whom he had to do,
when he began to govern. He was furrounded with great
captains bred in former. wars, and with great minifters-bred in

6 the
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the {ame {chool as himfelf. They who had worked under
Mazarin worked on the fame plan under him ; and as th y
had the advantages of genius and experience over moft of the
minifters of other countries, fo they had another advantage
over thofe who were equal or fuperior to them : the advantage
of ferving a mafter whofc abfolute power was eftablifhed ; and
the advantage of a fituation wherecin they might exert their
whole capacity without contradi@ion ; over that, for inftance,
wherein your lordthip’s great grand-father was placed, at the
fame time, in England, and Jou~x bz Wrr in Holland. A-
mong thele minifters, Corsert muft be mentioned particu-
larly upon this occafion ; becaufe it was he who improved the
wealth, and confequently the power of France extremely, by
the order he put into the finances, and by the encouragement
he gave to trade and manufactures. The foil, the climate,
the fituation of France, the ingenuity, the induftry, the viva-
city of her inhabitants are fuch ; fhe has {o little want of the
product of other countries, and other countries have fo many
real or imaginary wants to be fupplied by her ; that when fhe
is not at war with all her neighbours, when her domeftic quiet
is preferved and any tolerable adminiftration of government
prevails, the muft grow rich at the expence of thofe who
trade, and even of thofe who do not open a trade, with her.
Her bawbles, her modes, the follies and extravagancies of her
luxury, coft England, about the time we are {peaking of, lit-
tle lefs than eight hundred thoufand- pounds fterling a year,
and other nations: in their proportions. Corsrrr made the
moft of all thele advantageous circumftances, and whilft he
filled the national fpunge, he taught his fucceffors how to
fqueeze it; a fecret that he repented having difcovered, they
fay, when he faw the immenfe fums that were neceflary to
fupply the growing magnificence of his mafter,

THis
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This was the chara&er of Lrwrs the fourteenth, and this
was the flate of his kingdom at the beginning of the prefent
perod. If his power was great, his pretenfions were {till
greater.  He had renounced, and the Infanta with his confent
had renounced, all right to the fucceflion of Spain, in the
ftrongeft terms that the precaution of the councils of Madrid
could contrive. No matter ; he confented to thefe renuncia-
tions, but your lordfhip will find by the letters of Mazarin,
and by other memorials, that he acted on the contrary prin-
ciple, from the firft, which he avowed foon afterwards. Such
a power, and fuch pretenfions, fhould have given, one would
think, an immediate alarm to the reft of Europe.  Puiripe the
fourth was broken and decayed, like the monarchy ke go-
verned.  One of his fons died, as T remember, during the ne-
gotiations that preceded the year one thoufand fix hundred
and fixty: and the furvivor, who was CmarLes the fecond,
rather languifhed, than lived, from the cradle to the grave.
So dangerous a contingency, therefore, as the union of the
two monarchies of France and Spain, being in view forty
years together ; one would imagine, that the principal powers
of Europe had the means of preventing it conftantly in view
during the fame time. But it was otherwife. ~ France a&ed
very {yftematically from the year one thoufand fix hundred
and fixty, to the death of king Cuartes the fecond of Spain.
She never loft fight of her great obje@, the fucceflion to the
whole Spanith monarchy ; and fhe accepted the will of the
king of Spain in favor of the duke of Axjou. As fhe ne-
ver loft fight of her great obje during this time, fo fhe loft
no opportunity of increafing her power while fhe waited for
that of fucceeding in her pretenfions.  The two branches of
Auftria were in no condition of making a confiderable oppo-
fition to her defigns and attempts. Holland, who of all other
powers was the moft concerned to oppofe them, was at that

time
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time under two influences that hindered her from purfuing her
true intereft, Her true intereft was to have ufed her utmoft
endeavors to unite clofely and intimately with England on the
reftoration of king Cuarips. She did the very contrary.
Joun pe Wir, at the head of the Louveftein fa&ion, govern-
ed. . The intereft of his party was to keep the houfe of Orange
down: he courted therefore the friendfhip of France, and
neglected that of England. The alliance between our nation
and the Dutch was renewed, I think, in one thoufand {ix
hundred and fixty two ; but the latter had made a defenfive
league with France a little before, on the fuppofition princi-
pally of a war with England. The war became inevitable
very foon. CromwerL had chaftifed them for their ufurpa-
tions in trade, and the outrages and cruelties they had com-
mitted 3 but he had not cured them. The fame fpirit conti-
nued in the Dutch, the fame refentments in the Englifh : and
the pique of merchants became the pique of nations. France
entered into the war on the fide of Holland ; but the Iittle af-
fitance fhe gave the Dutch fhewed plainly enough that her
intention was to make thefe two powers wafte their ftrength
againit one another, whilft fhe extended her conquefts in the
Spanifh Low Countries. Her invafion in thefe provinces ob-
liged De Wit to change his conduct. Hitherto he had been
attached to France in the clofeft manner, had led his republic
to ferve all the purpofes of France, and had renewed with the
marfhal D’Estrapes a proje& of dividing the Spanifh Ne-
therlands between France and Holland, that had been taken
up formerly, when Ricusiiev made ufe of it to flatter their
ambition, and to engage them to prolong the war againft
Spain. A project not unlike to that which was held ocut to
them by the famous preliminaries, and the extravagant barrier-
treaty, in one thoufand feven hundred and nine ; and which
engaged them to continue a war on the principle of :11111)iti.cn,

Vor. 1L et into
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into which they had entered with more reafonable and more
moderate views,

Ass the private interefts of the two De Wirs hindered that
common-wealth from being on her guard, as early as the
ought to have been, againft France, {fo the miftaken policy
of the court of England, and the fhort views, and the profufe
temper of the prince who governed, gave great advantages
to Lewis the fourteenth in the purfuit of his defigns. He
bought Dunkirk: and your lordthip knows how great a cla«
mor was raifed on that occafion againft your noble anceftor;
as if he alone had been anfwerable for the meafure, and his
intereft had been concerned in it. 1 have heard our late friend
Mr. Georcs CLark quote a witnefs, who was quite unexcep-
tionable, but I cannot recal his nanie at prefent, who, many
years after all thefe tranfacions, and the death of my lord
CLarenpon, affirmed, that the earl of Sanpwic had owned
to him, that he himfelf gave his opinion, among many others,
officers, and minifters, for {elling Dunkirk. Their reafons
could not be good, 1 prefume to fay ; but feveral, that might
be plaufible at that time, are eafily guefled. A prince like
king Cuarces, who would have made as many bad bargains as
any young {pendthrift, for money, finding himfelf thus back-
ed, we may aflure ourfelves, was peremptorily determined to
fell : and whatever your great grand-father’s opinion was, this
I am able to pronounce upon my own experience, that his
treaty for the fale is no proof he was of opinion to fell.  'When
the refolution of felling was once taken, to whom could the
fale be made? To the Dutch? No. This meafure would
have been at leaft as impolitic, ‘and, in that moment, perhaps
more odious than the other. To the Spaniards ? They were
unable to buy : and, as low as their power was {unk, the prin-
ciple of oppofing it ftill prevailed, I have fometimes thought
: that
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that the Spaniards, who were forced to make peace with Por-
tugal, and to renounce all claim to that crown, four or five
years afterwards, might have been induced to take this refolu-
tion then ; if the regaining Dunkirk without any expence had
been a cond:ition propofed to them ; and that the Portuguefe,
who, notwithftanding their alliance with Eng'and and the in-
dire& fuccours that France afforded them, were little able,
after the treaty efpecially, to fupport a war ‘againft Spain, might
have been induced to pay the price of Dunkirk, for fo great
an advantage as immediate peace with Spain, and the ex-
tinétion of all foreign pretences on their crown. But this fpe-
culation concerning events fo long ago pafled is not much
to the purpofe here. I proceed therefore to obferve, that not-
withftanding the fale of Dunkirk, and the fecret leanings of
our court to that of France, yet England was firft to take
the alarm, when Lewis the fourteenth invaded the Spanith
Netherlands in onc thoufand fix hundred and fixty feven :
and the triple alliance was the work of an Englifh minifter.
It was time to take this alarm j for from the moment that the
king of France claimed a right to the county of Burgundy,
the duchy of Brabant, and other portions of the Low Coun-

tries that devolved on his queen by the death of her father Par-

e the fourth, he pulled off the mafk entirely. Volumes
were written to eftablifh, and to refute this fuppoled right.
Your lordfhip no doubt will look into a controverfy that has
employed fo many pens and fo many {words; and I believe
you will think it was {ufhciently bold in the French, to argue
from cuftoms, that regulated the courfe of private fucceflions
in certain provinces, to a right of fucceeding to the {overeigaty
of thofe provinces: and to affert the divifibility of the Spa-
nith monarchy, with the fame breath with which. they affert-
ed the indivifibility of their own ; altho the proofs in one cale
were juft as good as the proofs in the other, and the tunda-

Eee 2 mental
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mental law of indivifibility was at leaft as good a law in Spain,
as either this or the Salique law was in France. But however
proper it might be for the French and Auftrian pens to enter
into long difcuflions, and to appeal, on this great occafion,
to the reft of Europe; the reft of Europe had a fhort objec-
tion to make to the plea of France, which no fophifims, no
quirks of law could evade. Spain accepted the renunciations
as a real fecurity : France gave them as fuch to Spain, and in
effeét to the relt of Europe. If they had not been thusgiven,
and thus taken, the Spaniards would not have married their
Infanta to the king of France, whatever diftrefs they might
have endured by the prolongation of the war. Thefe renun-
ciations were renunciations of all rights whatfoever to the whole
Spanith monarchy, and to every part of it. The provinces
claimed by France at this time were parts of it. = To claim
them, was therefore to claim the whole ; for if the renuncia-
tions were no bar to the rights accruing to Mary TuERESA
on the death of her father Puirie the fourth, neither could
they be any to the rights that would acrue to her and her
children, on the death of her brother Cuarrrs the fecond :
an unhealthful youth, and who at this inftant was in imme-
diate danger of dying ; for to all the complicated diftempers
he brought into the world with him, the {mall-pox was added.
Your lordfhip fees how the fatal contingency of uniting the
two monarchies of France and Spain ftared mankind in
the face ; and yet nothing, that I can remember, was done
to prevent it : not {fo much as a guaranty given, or a declara-
tion made to affert the validity of thefe renunciations, and for
fecuring the effect of them. The triple alliance indeed ftop-
ed the progrefs of the French arms, and produced the treaty
of Aix la Chapelle. But England, Sweden, and Holland,
the contra&ing powers in this alliance, feemed to look, and
probably did look, no farther. France kept a great and im-
portant
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portant part of what the had furprifed or ravithed, or pur-
chafed ; for we cannot fay with any propriety that fhe con-
quered : and the Spaniards were obliged to fet all they faved
to the account of gain. The German branch of Auftria had
been reduced very low in power and in credit under Frrpi-
xanD the third, by the treaties of Weftphalia, as I have faid
already. Lewis the fourteenth maintained, during many
years, the influence thefe treaties had given him among the
princes and ftates of the empire. The famous capitulation
made at Frankfort on the eletion of Lrororp, who fucceed-
ed FerpinanD about the year one thoufand fix hundred and
fifty feven, was encouraged by the intrigues of France: and
the power of France was looked upon as the {ole power that
could ratify and fecure effeGtually the obfervation of the con-
ditions then made, The league of the Rhine was not renew-
ed I believe after the year one thoufand fix hundred and fixty
fix ; but tho this league was not renewed, yet {fome of thefe
princes and ftates continued in their old engagements with
France : whilft others took new engagements on particular oc-
cafions, according as private and fometimes very paultry inter-
efts, and the emiffaries of France in all their little courts, dif-
pofed them. In fhort the princes of Germany thewed no
alarm at the growing ambition and power of Lewis the four-
teenth, but contributed to encourage one, and to confirm the
other. In fuch a flate of things the German branch was lit-
tle able to affift the Spanifh branch againft France, either in
the war that ended by the Pyrenean treaty, or in that we are
{peaking of here, the fhort war that began in one thou-
fand fix hundred and fixty {even, and was ended by the
treaty of Aix la Chapelle in one thoufand fix hundred
and {ixty eight, But it was not this alone that difabled the
emperor from ading with vigor in the caufe of his family

then, nor that has rendered the houfe of Auftria a dead
weight
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weight upon all her allies ever fince.  Bigotry, and its infe-
parable companion, cruelty, as well as the tyranny and ava-
rice of the court of Vienna, created in thofe days, and has main-
tained in ours, almoft a perpetual diverfion of the imperial
arms from all effe@ual oppofition to France. I mean to {peak
of the troubles in Hungary. Whatever they became in their
progrefs, they were caufed originally by the ufurpations and
perfecutions of the emperor : and when the Hungarians were
called rebels firft, they were called {o for no other reafon than
this, that they would not be flaves. The dominion of the
emperor being lefs fupportable than that of the Turks, this
unhappy people opened a door to the latter to infeft the em-
pire, inftead of making their country what it had been be-
fore, a barrier againft the Ottoman power. France became
a {ure, tho fecret ally of the Turks, as well as the Hungari-
ans, and has found her account in it, by keeping the empe-
ror in perpetual alarms on that fide, while fhe has ravaged the
empire and the Low Countries on the other. Thus we faw,
thifty two years ago, ‘the arms of France and Bavaria ‘in poi-
feflion ‘of Paffau, and the ‘mal-contents of Hungary in the
{uburbs of Vienna. In a word, when Lewrs the fourteenth
made the firft effay of his power, by the war of one thoufand
fix hundred and fixty-feven, and founded, as it were, the
councils of Europe coneerning his pretentions on  the Spanifh
fucceflion, -he found his power to be great beyond what his
neighbours, or even he perhaps thought it: great by the wealth,
and greater by the united {pirit of his people ; greater flill by
the ill policy, and divided interefts that governed -thofe who
had a fuperior common intereft to oppofe him. He found that
the members of the triple alliance did not fee, or fecing did
not think proper to own that they faw, the injuftice, and the
confequence of his pretenfions, ~They contented themfelves

to give to Spain an a& of guaranty for fecuring the execution -

I of
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of the treaty of Aix la Chapelle. He knew even then how
ill the guaranty would be obferved by two of them at leaft, by
England and by Sweden. The treaty itfelf was nothing more
than a compofition between the bully and the bullied. Tour-
nay, and Lifle, and Doway, and other places that I have for-
got, were yielded to him : and he reftored the county of Bur-
gundy, according to the option that Spain made, againft the
intereft and the cxpedation too of the Dutch, when an op-
tion was forced upon her. The king of Seaix compounded
for his pofleflion: but the emperor compounded at the fame
time for his fucceflion, by a private eventual treaty of parti-
tion, which the commander of GremonviLLE and the count
of Averseeré figned at Vienna. The fame Lrororp, who
exclaimed fo loudly, in one thoufand {fix hundred and ninety
cight, againft any partition of the Spanifh monarchy, and
refufed to fubmit to that which England and Holland had
then made, made one himfelf in one thoufand fix hun-
dred and fixty eight, with fo little regard to thefe two pow-
ers, that the whole ten provinces were thrown into the lot of

France.

Tuere is-no room to wonder if fuch experience as Lrwrs
the fourteenth had upon this occafion, and fuch a face of af-
fairs in Europe, raifing his hopes, raifed his ambition : and,
if, in making peace at Aix la Chapelle, he meditated a new
war, the war of one thoufand fix hundred and feventy two ;
the preparations he made for it, 'by negotiations in all parts,
by alliances wherever he found ingreflion, and by the increafe
of his forces, were equally proofs of ability, induftry, and

ower. I fhall not defcend into thefe particulars: your lord-
thip will find them pretty well detailed in the memorials of
that time.  But one of the alliances he made I muft mention,
tho ‘I mention it with the utmoft regret and indignation.
England
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England was fatally engaged to a& a part in this confpiracy
againft the peace and the liberty of Europe, nay, againft her
own peace and her own liberty ; for. a bubble’s. part it was,
equally wicked and impolitic.- Forgive the terms I ufe, my
lord: none can be too ftrong. The principles of the triple
alliance, juft and wife, and worthy of a king of England,
were laid afide.  Then, the progrefs of the French arms was
to be checked, the ten provinces were to be faved, and by
{faving them the barrier of Holland was to be preferved. Now,
we joined our counfels and our arms to thofe of France, in a
project that could not be carried on at all, as it was eafy to
forefee, and as the event fhewed, unlefs it was carried on
againft Spain, the emperor, and moft of the princes of Ger-
many, as well as the Dutch ; and which could not be
carried on fuccefsfully, without leaving the ten provinces
entirely at the mercy of France, and giving her pretence
and opportunity of ravaging the empire, and extending her
conquefts on the Rhine. The medal of Van BruninguEN,
and other pretences that France took for attacking the
ftates of the Low Countries, were ridiculous. They im-
pofed on no one: and the true obje& of Lewis the four-
teenth was manifeft to all.  But what could a king of England
mean ? Cuarves the fecond had reafons of refentment againft
the Dutch, and juft ones too no doubt. Among the reft, it
was not eafy for him to forget the affront he had fuffered, and
the lofs he had fuftained, when, depending on the peace that
was ready to be figned, and that was figned at Breda in July,
he neglected to fit out his fleet ; and when that of Holland,
commanded by Ruyrer, with Cornertus De Wit on board
as deputy or commiflioner of the ftates, burnt his fhips at
Chatham in June. The famous perpetual edié, as it was
called but did not prove in the event, againft the ele@ion of a
ftate-holder, which Joun De Wir promoted, carried, and
obliged
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obliged the prince of Orange to fwear to maintain a very few
days after the conclufion of the peace at Breda, might be ano-
ther motive in the breaft of king Cuarres the fecond: as it
was certainly a pretence of revenge on the Dutch, or at leaft on
the Dt Wrrs and the Louveftein fa&ion, that ruled almoft deft
potically in that commonwealth. = But it is plain that peither
thefe reafons, nor others of a more ancient date, determined
him to this alliance with France ; fince he contraéted the
triple alliance within four or five months after the two
events, I have mentioned, happened. What then did he
mean ? Did he mean to acquire one of the feven provinces,
and divide them, as the Dutch had twice treated for the divi-
fion of the ten, with France? I believe not; but this I believe,
that his inclinations were favorable to the popith intereft in
general, and that he meant to make himfelf more abfolute at
home ; that he thought it neceffary to this end to humble the
Dutch, to reduce their power; and perhaps to change the form
of their government; to deprive his' fubje@s of the corref-

ondence with a neighboring proteftant and free flate, and
of all hope of fuccour and fupport from thenee in their op-
pofition to him ; ina word to abet the defigns of France on
the continent, that France might abet his defigns on his own
kingdom. This, I fay, I believe; and this I fhould venture
to affirm, if I had in my hands to produce, and was at liberty
to quote, the private relations I have red formerly, drawn up
by thofe who were no enemies to fuch defigns, and on the
authority of thofe who were parties to them. But whatever
king Crarizs the fecond meant, certain it is, that his condudt
eftablithed the fuperiority of France in Europe.

Bur this charge, however, muft not be confined to him
alone. Thofe who were nearer the danger, thofe who were
expofed to the immediate attacks of France, and even thofe

Vor. II. i who
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who ~were her tivals: for the fame fucceffion, having either

ailifted  her, or'engaged to remain neuters, a ftrange fata-

lity prevailed, and produced fuch a conjunéure as can hardly

be paralleled in hiftory.  Your lordfhip. will- obferve with
aftonithment, even in the beginning of the year one thou-
fand {ix hupdred and feventy two, all the neighbors of France,
adting as if they had nothing to fear from her;, and fome

as if ‘they bad much to hope, by helping her to opprefs. the
Dutch and tharing with her the fpoils of that commonwealth,
<¢ Delenda eft Carthago,” was the cry in England, and feem-

ed too a maxim on the continent.

In the courfe of the fame year, you will obferve that all
thefe powers took the alarm, and began to unite in oppofition
to France. - Even England thought it time to interpofe in fa-
vor of the Dutch., The confequences of this alarm, of this
fudden turn in the policy of Europe, and of that which hap-
pened, by the maflacre of the De Wirs, and the elevation
of the prince of Oraxag, in the government of the feven
provinces, faved thefe provinces, and ftopped the rapid pro-
grefs. of the arms’ of France, Liwis the fourteenth indeed

“furprifed the feven provinces in this war, as he had furprifed

the ten in that of one thoufand fix hundred and fixty {even,
and ravaged defencelefs countries with armies fufficient to
conquer them, if they had been prepared to refilt. In' the
war of "one thoufand fix hundred and {eventy two, he had
little lefs than one hundred and fifty thoufand 'men on foot,

befides the bodie: of Englith, Swifs, Italians, and Swedes,

that amounted to thirty or forty thoufand more. With this
mighty force he took forty places in forty days, impofed ex-
travagant . conditions of peace,. played the monarch a little

.while at Utrecht ;. and as-foon as the Dutch recovered from

their confternation, and, animated by the example of the
prince
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prince of Orange and the hopes of fuccour, refufed thefe
conditions, he went back to Verfailles, and left his generals to
carry on his enterprize : which they did with fo little fuccefs,
that Grave and Maeftricht alone remained to him of all the
boafted conquefts he had made ; and even thefe he offered
two years afterwards to reftore, if by that conceffion be’could
have prevailed on the Dutch at that time to make peace with
him.  But they were not yet difpofed to abandon their allies ;
for allics now they had.  The emperor and the king of Spain
had engaged in the quarrel againft France, and many of the
princes of the empire had done the fame. Not all. The Ba-
varian continued obftinate in his neutrality, and, to mention
no more, the Swedes made a great diverfion in favor of France
in the empire ; where the duke of Hanover abetted their
defigns as much as he could, for he was a zealous partifan of
France, tho the other princes of his houfe acted for the com-
mon caufe. I defcend into no more particulars. The war
that Lewis the fourteenth kindled by attacking in fo wviolent
a manner the Dutch commonwealth, and by making fo arbi-
trary an ufe of his firft fuccefs, became general, in the Low
Countries, in Spain, in Sicily, on the upper and lower Rhine,
in Denmark, in Sweden, and in the provinces of Germany
belonging to thefe two crowns; on the Mediterranean, the
Ocean, and the Baltic. France fupported this war with ad-
vantage on every fide: and when your lordfhip confiders in
what manner it, was carried on againft her, you will not be
{furprifed that the did fo. Spain had fpirit, but too little
ftrength to maintain her power in Sicily, where Meflina had
revolzed ; to defend her frontier on that fide of the Pyrentes;
and to refift the great efforts of the French in the Low Coun-
tries.. The empire was divided ; and, even among the
princes who aéted againft France, there was neither union in
their councils, nor concert in their proje@s, nor order in pre-
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parations, nor vigor in execution : and, to fay the truth, there
was not, in the whole confedcracy, a man whofe abilities could
make him a match for the prince of Conpe’ or the marfhal
of TurrNNE; nor many who wefe in any degree equal to
Luxemeurc, Criqui, ScHomBERG, and other generals of in-
ferior note, who commanded the armies of France. The em-
peror took this very time to make new invafions on the liber-
ties of Hungary, and to opprefs his proteftant {ubjeéts, The
prince of Oranece alone acted with invincible firmnefs, like a
patriot, and a hero. Neither the feducions of France nor
thofe of England, neither the temptations of ambition nor
thofe of private intereft, could make him fwerve from the true
intereft of his country, nor from the common intereft of Fu-
rope, He had raifed more fieges, and loft more battles, it
was faid, than any general of his age had done. Be it fo.
But his defeats were manifeftly due in great meafure to cir-
cumftances independent on him : and that {pirit, which even
thefe defeats could not deprefs, was all his own. He had dif-
ficulties in his own commonwealth ; the governors of the Spa-
nith Low Countries croffed his meafures fometimes ; the Ger-
man allies difappointed and broke them often: and it is not
improbable that he was frequently betrayed. He was fo per-
haps even by Soucnes, the imperial general; a Frenchman
aceording to Bavie, and a penfioner of Louvors according to
common report, and very ftrong appearances. He had not
yet credit and authority fufficient to make him a centre of
union to a whole confederacy, the foul that animated and
directed fo great a body.- He came to be fuch afterwards ;
but at the time fpoken of, he could not take fo great a
part upon him. No other prince or general was equal to it:
and the confequences of this defe& appeared almoft in every
operation. France was furrounded by a multitude of enemies,
all intent to demolith her power. But, like the builders of
: Babel,
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Babel, they fpoke different languages: and as thofe ecould
not build, thefe could not demolith; for want of underftand-
ing onc another. France improved this advantage by her
arms, and more by her negotiations. Nimeghen was, after
Cologn, the {cene of thefe. Eng!and was the mediating power,
and I know not whether our Cuarris the fecond did not ferve
her purpofes more ufefully in the latter, and under the cha-
rader of mediator, than he did or could have done by joining
his arms to her’s, and acting as her ally. The Dutch were
induced to fign a treaty with him, that broke the confederacy,
and gave great advantage to France : for the purport of it was
to oblige France and Spain to make peace on a plan to be pro-
pofed to them, and no mention was made in it of the other allies
that I remember. The Dutch were glad to get out of an ex-
penfive war.  France promifed to reftore Maeftricht to them,
and Maeftricht was the only place that remained unrecovered
of all they had loft. They dropped Spain at Nimeghen, as
they had dropped France at Muntter ; but many circumftances
concurred to give a much worfe grace to their abandoning of
Spain, than to their abandoning of France. I need not {pe-
cify them. This only I would obferve : when they made a
{eparate peace at Munfter, they left an ally who was in con--
dition to carry on the war alone with advantage, and they
prefumed to impofe no terms upon him : when they made a
{eparate peace at Nimeghen, they abandoned an ally who was
in no condition to carry on the war alone, and who was re-
duced to accept whatever terms the common enemy prefcrib--
ed. In their great diftrefs in one thoufand fix hundred and
{eventy three, they engaged to reftore Maeftricht to the Spa--
niards as foon as it thould be retaken : it was not retaken, and.
they accepted it for themlelves as the price of the feparate
peace they made with France. The Dutch had engaged far-

ther, to make neither peace nor truce with the king of Frane,.
till
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till that prince confented to reftore to Spain all he had con-
quered fince the Pyrenean treaty. But far from keeping
this promife in any tolerable degree, Lzwis the fourteenth ac-
quired, by the plan impofed on Spain at Nimeghen, befides
the county of Burgundy, fo many other countries and towns
on the fide of the ten Spanifh provinces; that thefe, added to
the places be kept of thofe which had been yielded to him by
the treaty of Aix la Chapelle (for fome of little confequence
he reftored) put into his hands the principal firength of that
barrier, againft which we goaded ourfelves almoft to death in
the Jaft great war; and made good the faying of the marfhal
of ScmoMBERrG, that to attack this barrier was to take the
beaft by his horns. I know very well what may be faid to
excufe the Dutch. The emperor was more intent to tyrannize
his fubjeés on one file, than to defend them on the other.
He attempted little againft France, and the little he did at-
tempt was ill-ordered, and worfe executed. The afliftance of
the princes of Germany was often uncertain, and always ex-
penfive. Spain was already indebted to Holland for great
fums ; greater ftill muft be advanced to her if the war conti-
nued: and experience thewed that France was able, and would
continue, to prevail againft her prefent enemies. The triple
league had flopped her progrefs, and obliged her to abandon
the county of Burgundy ; but Sweden was now engnged in
the war on the fide of France, as England had been in the
bezinning of it: and England was now privately favorable to
her interefts, as Sweden had been in the beginning of it. The
whole ten provinces would have been fubdued in the courfe
of a few campaigns more: and it was better for Spain and
the Dutch too, that part fthould be faved by accepting a fort
of compofition, ‘than the whole be rifqued by refufing it.
This might be alledged to excufe the condu&@ of the States
General, in impofing hard terms on Spain ; in making none

for
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for their other allies, and in figning alone: by which fteps
they gave France an opportunity that fhe improved with
great dexterity of management, the opportunity of treat-
ing with the confederates one by one, and of beating them by
detail in the cabinet, if I may fo fay, as fhe had often done
in the field. = 1 fhall not compare thefe reafons, which were
but too well founded in fa@®, and muft appear plaufible at
leaft, with other confiderations that might be, and were at
the time, infifted upon. I confine myfelf to a few obferva-
tions, which every knowing and impartial man muit admit.
Your lordthip will obferve, firft, that the fatal principle of
compounding with Lewrs the fourteenth, from the time that
his pretenfions, his power, and the ufe he made of it, began
to threaten Europe, prevailed ftill more at Nimeghen than it
had prevailed at Aix: fo that altho he did not obtain to the
full all he attempted, yet the dominions of France were by
common confent, on every treaty, more and more extended ;
her barriers on all fides were more and more ftrengthened ;
thofe of her neighbours were more and more weakened ; and
that power, which was to affert one day, againft the reft of
Europe, the pretended rights of the houfe of Bourbon to the
Spanifh monarchy, was more and more eftablithed, and ren-
dered truly formidable in fuch hands at leaft, during the courfe
of the firft cighteen years of the period.  Your lordthip. wiil
pleafe to oblerve, in the fecond place, that the extreme weak-
nels of one branch of Auftria, and the miferable condu& of
both ; the poverty of fome of the princes of the empire, and
the difunion, and to fpeak plainly, the mercenary policy of
all of them j in fhort, the confined views, the falfe notions,
and, to fpeak as plainly of my own as of other nations, the
iniquity of the councils of England, not only hindered the
growth of this power from being flopped in time, but nurfed

it up into ftrength almoft infuperable by any future confede-
racy,
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racy. A third ebfervation is this: If the excufes made for
the condu& of the Dutch at Nimeghen are not fufficient, they

too muft come in for their fhare in this condemnation, even

after the death of the De Wirs; as they were to be con-
‘demned moft juftly, during the adminiftration, for abetting
and favoring France. If thefe excufes, grounded on their
inability to purfie any longer a war, the principal profit of
which was to accrue to their confederates, for that was the
cafe after the year one thoufand fix hundred and feventy threg,
or one thoufand fix hundred and feventy four, and the prin-
cipal burden of which was thrown on them by their confe-
derates 5 if thefe are fufficient, they fhould not have acted,
for decency’s fake as well as out of good policy, the part they
did a& in one thoufand feven hundred and eleven, and one
thoufand feven hundred and twelve, towards the late queen,
who had complaints of the fame kind, in a much higher de-
gree and with circumftances much more aggravating, to make
of them, of the emperor, and of all the princes of Germany ;
andwho was far from treating them and their other allies, at that
time, as they treated Spain and their other allies in one thou-
fand fix hundred and feventy eight. Immediately after the
Dutch had made their peace, that of Spain was figned with
France, The emperor’s treaty with this crown and that of
Sweden was concluded in the following year: and Lewis the
fourteenth being now at liberty to aflift his ally, whilft he
had tied up the powers with whom he had treated from al-
fifling theirs, he foon forced the king of Denmark and the
eledtor of Branpensunrc to reftore all they bad taken from
the Swedes, and to conclude the peace of the north In all
thefe treatics he gave the law, and he was now at the
higheft point of his grandeur. He continued at this point
for feveral years, and in' this heighth of his power he pre-
pared. thofe alliances againft it, under the weight of which

: he
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he was at laft well-nigh oppreffed ; and might have been
reduced. as low as the general intereft of Europe required,
if fome of the caufes, which worked now, had not conti-
nued to work in his favor, and if his enemies had not prov-
ed, in their turn of fortune, as infatiable as profperity had
rendered him.

Arrer he had made peace with all the powers with whom
he had been in war, he continued to vex both Spain and the
empire; and to extend his conquefts in the Low Countries,
and on the Rhine, both by the pen and the fword. He
ereéted the chambers of Metz and of Brifach, where his own
fubje@s were profecutars, witnefles, and judges all at once.
Upon the decifions of thele tribunals, he feized into his own
hands, under the notion of dependencies and the pretence of
reunions, whatever towns or diftri@s of country tempted his
ambition, or {uited his conveniency : and added, by thefe and
by other means, in the midft of peace, morg territories to
thofe the late treaties had yielded to him, than he could have
got by continuing the war. e acted afterwards, in the fup-
port-of all this, without any bounds or limits. His glory was
a reafon for attacking Holland in one thoufand fix hundred
and feventy two, and his conveniency a realon for many of
the attacks he made on others afterwards. He took Luxem-
burg by force; he ftole Strafburg ; he bought Cafal: and,
whilft he waited the opportunity of acquiring to his family
the crown of Spain, he was not without thoughts, nor hopes
perhaps, of bringing into it the imperial crown likewife. Some
of ‘the cruelties he exercifed in the empire may be afcribed to
his difappointment in this view : I fay fome of thém, becaule
in the war that ended by the treaty of Nimeghen, he had al-
ready exercifed many. Tho the French writers endeavor to
flide over them, to palliate them, and to impute them parti-
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cularly ‘to the Englith that were in their fervice ;* for even
this one of their writers has  the'front to advance : yet thefe
cruelties, 'unheard of among civilized nations, muft be granted
to have been ordered by the counfels, and executed by the
arms of France, in the Palatinate, and in other parts.

Ir Lewrs the fourteenth could have contented himfelf with
the acquifitions that were confirmed to him by the treaties of
one thoufand fix hundred and feventy eight, and one thoufand
{ix hundred and feventy nine, and with the authority and re-
putation which he then gained ; it is plain that he would have
prevented the alliances that were afterwards formed againft
him, and that he might have regained his credit amongft the
princes of the empire, where he had one¢ family-alliance by
the marriage of his brother to the daughter of the elector
Palatine, and another by that of his fon to the fifter of the
eleor of Bavaria 5 where Sweden was clofely attached to
him, and where the fame principles of private intereft would
have foon attached others as clofely.  He might have remain-
ed not only the principal, but the directing power of Europe,
and have held this rank with all the glory imaginable, till
the death of the king of SramN, or fome other obje& of great
ambition, had determined him to act another part. But in-
ftead of -this, he continued to vex and provoke all thofe who
were, unhappily for them, his neighbors, and that, in
many inftances, for trifles. An example of this kind occurs
‘to men ‘On the death of the duke of Deux Ponrts, he feized
“that little inconfiderable duchy, without:any regard to the
indifputablg right of the king of Swrpex, to the fervices that
crown Laflcndercd him, or to the want he might have of
‘that. alliance hercafter. The confequence was, that Sweden
-entered with the emperor, the king of Seain, the eledor of
Bavaria, and the States General, into the alliance of guaranty,

: as
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as it was called, about the year one thoufand fix hundred
and eighty three, and into the famous league of Aufburg, in
one thoufand fix hundred and eighty fix.

Since I have mentioned this league, and fince we may
date from it a more general, and more concerted oppofition to
France, than there had been before; give me leave to recal
fome of the refleGtions that have prefented themfelves to my
mind, in confidering what I have red, and what I have heard
related, concerning the paffages of that time. They will be
of ufe to form our judgment concerning later paffages, = If the
king of France became an objeét of averfion on account of
any invafions he made, any deviations from public faith, any
barbarities exercifed where his arms prevailed, or the perfecu-
tion of his proteftant fubjeéts ; the emperor deferved to be
fuch an obje, at leaft as much as he, on the fame accounts.
‘The emperor was fo too, but with this difference relatively
to the political fyftem of the weft: the Auftrian ambition and
bigotry exerted themfelves in diftant countries, whofe interefts
were not confidered as a part of this fyftem ; for otherwife
there would have been as much reafon for aflifting the people
of Hungary and of Tranfylvania againft the emperor, as there
had been formerly for aflifting the people of the feven united
provinces againft Spain, or as there had been lately for aflift-
ing them againft France : but the ambition and bigotry of
Lewis the fourteenth were exerted in the Low Countries, on
the Rhine, in Italy, and in Spain, in the very midit of this
fyftem, if I may fay fo, and with fuccefs that could not fail
to fubvert it in time. The power of the houfe of Auftria,
that had been feared too long, was feared no longer: and
that of the houfe of Bourbon, by having been feared too late,
was now grown terrible.  The emperor was fo intent on the
cftablithment of his abfolute power in Hungary, that he ex-
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pofed the empire doubly to defolation and ruin for the fake of
it. He leit the frontier almoft quite defencelcfs on the fide of
the Rhine, againft the inroads and ravages of France: and by
fhewing no mercy to the Hungarians, nor keeping any faith
with them, he forced that miferable people into alliances with
the Turk, who invaded the empire and befieged Vienna.
Even this event had no effle& upon him. Your lordthip will
find, that Sosieskr king of Poland, who had forced the
Turks to raife the fiege, and had fixed the imperial crown
that tottered on his head, could not prevail on him to take
thofe meafures by which alone it was poflible to cover
the empire, to fecore the king of Srain, and to reduce
that power who was probably one day to difpute with
him this prince’s fucceflion. = Texerr and the malcon-
tents made fuch demands as none but a tyrant could re-
tufe, the prefervation of their “antient privileges, liberty of
confcience, the convocation of a free diet or parliament, and
others of lefs importance. All was in'vain. The war conti-
nued with them, and with the Turks, and France was left at
liberty o puilly her enterprifes, almoft without oppofition,
againft Germany and the Low Countries. The diftrefs in both
was fo great, that the States General faw no other expedient
for ftopping the progrefs of the French arms, than a ceffation
of hoftilities, or a truce of twenty years; which they nego-
tiated, and which was accepted by the emperor and the
king of Spain, on the terms that Lewis the fourteenth
thought fit to offer. By thefe terms he was to remain in full
and quiet pofleffion of all he had acquired fince the ycars one
thoufand fix hundred and {feventy eight, and one thoufand fix
hundred and feventy nine; among which acquifitions that of
Luxemburg and that of Strafburg were comprehended. The
conditions of this truce were fo advantageous to France, that
all her intrigues were employed to obtain a definitive treaty of.

4 peace
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peace upon the fame conditions. But this was neither the in-
tereft nor the intention of the other contrading powers. The
imperial arms had been very fuccefsful againft the Turks.
'This fuccefs, as well as the troubles that followed upon it in
the Ottoman armies, and at the Porte, gave reafonable ex-
peQation of concluding a peace on that {ide: and, this peace
concluded, the emperor, and the empire, and the king of
Srarn would have been in a much better pofture to treat
with France. With thefe views, that were wife and juft, the
league of Aufburg was made between the emperor, the kings
of Spain and SweDEN as princes of the empire, and the other
circles and princes. ‘Lhis league was purely defenfive. An
exprefs article declared it to be fo: and as it had no other
regard, it was not only conformable to the laws and contftitu-
tions of the empire, and to the practice of all nations, but
even to the terms of the a& of truce fo lately concluded.
This pretence therefore for breaking the truee, {eizing the
eleGorate of Cologn, invading the Palatinate, befieging Phi-
lipfburg, and carrying unexpected and undeclared war into the
empire could not be fupported : nor is it poifible to read the
reafons publifhed by France at this time, and drawn from her
fears of the imperial power, without laughter, As little pre-
tence was there to complain, that the emperor refufed to con-
vert at once the truce into a definitive treaty ; fince if he had
done fo; he would have confirmed in a lump, and without
any difcuffion, all the arbitrary decrees of thofe chambers, or
courts, that France had ereéed to cover her ufurpation ; and
would have given up almoft a fixth part of the provinces of
the empire, that France one way or other had pofiefled her-
flIf of. The pretenfions of the duchefs of OrLEaNs on the
fucceflion of her father, and her brother, which were difputed
by the then ele&or Palatine, and were to be determined by

the laws and cuftoms of the empire, afforded as little pretence
for
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for beginning this war, as any of the former allegations, The
exclufion of the cardinal of FursTexeire, who had been
elected to the archbifhopric of Cologn, was capable of being
agoravated : but even in this cafe his moft chriftian majefty op-
pofed his judgment and his authority againft the judgment and
authority of that holy father, whofe eldeft fon he was proud
to be called. In fhort, the true reafon why Lewis the four-
teenth began that cruel war with the empire, two years after
he had concluded a ceffation of hoftilities for twenty, was this:
he refolved to keep what he had got ; and therefore he refolv-
ed to encourage the Turks to continue the war., He did this
effectually, by invading Germany at the very inftant when the
Sultan was fuing for peace. Notwithftanding this, the Turks
were in treaty again the following year: and good policy thould
have obliged the emperor, fince he could not hope to carry
on this war and that againft France, at the fame time, with
vigor and effect, to conclude a peace with the leaft dangerous
enemy of the two. The decifion of his difputes with France
could not be deferred, his defigns againft the Hungarians
were in part accomplifhed, for his fon was declared king, and
the fettlement of that crown in his family was made ; and the
reft of thefe, aswell as thofe that he formed againft the Turks,
might be deferred.  But the councils of Vienna judged dif-
ferently, and infifted even at this critical moment on the moft
exorbitant terms ; on fome of fuch a nature, that thé Turks
fhewed more humanity and a better fenfe of religion in re-
fufing, than they in afking them. Thus the war went on
in Hungary, and proved a conftant diverfion in favor of
France, during the whole courfe of that which Lrwis the
fourtcenth began at this time; for the treaty of Carlowitz
was pofterior to that of Ryfwic. The empire, Spain, Eng-
land, and Holland engaged in the war with France: and on
them the emperor left the burden of it, In the fhort Wwar of

one
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one thoufand fix hundred and f{ixty feven, he was not: fo much
as a party, and inftead of aflifting the king of Seary, which,
it muft be owned, he was in no good condition of doing, he
bargained for dividing that prince’s fucceflion, as I have ob-
{erved above. In the war of one thoufand fix hundred and
feventy two he made fome feeble efforts. In this of one thou-
fand fix hundred and eighty eight he did ftill lefs : and in the
war which broke out at the beginning of the prefent century
he did nothing, at leaft after the firlt campaign in Italy, and
after the engagements that England and Holland took by the
grand alliance. 1In a word, from the time that an oppofition
to France became a common caufe in Europe, the houfe of
Auftria has been a clog upon it in many inftances, and of
confiderable afliftance to it in none. The acceffion of Eng-
land to this caufe, which was brought about by the revolu-
tion of one thoufand fix hundred and cighty eight, might
have made amends, and more than amends, one would
think, for this defe&, and have thrown {uperiority of power
and of fuccefs on the fide of the confederates, with whom
fhe took part againft France. This, I fay, might be imagin-
ed, without over-rating the power of England, or underva-
luing that of France ; and it was imagined at that time. How
it proved otherwile in the event ; how France came triumph-
ant out of the war that ended by the treaty of Ryfwic, and
tho fhe gave up a great deal, yet preferved the greateft and
the beft part of her conquefls and acquifitions made fince the
treaties of Weftphalia, and the Pyrences; how fhe acquired,
by the gift of Spain, that whole monarchy for one of her
princes, tho fhe had no reafon to expe@ the leaft part of it
without a war at one time, nor the great lot of it even by a
war at any time ; in fhort, how fhe wound up advantage-
oufly the ambitious {yftem fhe had been fifty years in weav-
ing ; how fhe concluded a war, in which fhe was defeated om
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every fide, and wholly exhaufted, with little dimiaution of
the provinces and barriers acquired to France, and with the
quiet poffeflion of Spain and the Indies to a prince of the
houfe of Bourbon: all this, my lord, will be the fubje@ of
your refearches, when you come down to the latter part of

the laft period of modern hiftory.
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The fame fubje@ continued from the year one thoufand fix
hundred and eighty-cight.

OUR lordfhip will find, that the obje&s propofed by
Y the alliance of one thoufand fix hundred and eighty
nine between the emperor and the States, to which England
acceded, and which was the foundation of the whole confe-
deracy then formed, were no lefs than to reftore all things to
the terms of the Weftphalian and Pyrenean treaties, by the
war; and to preferve them in that ftate, after the war, by a
defenfive alliance and guaranty of the fame confederate pow-
ers againft France. The particular as well as general mean-
ing of this engagement was plain enough: and if it had nct
been fo, the fenfe of it would have been fufficiently deter-
mined, by that feparate article, in which England and Hol-
land obliged themfelves to aflift the « houfe of Auftria, in
“ taking and keeping pofleflion of the Spanith monarchy,
«« whenever the cafe thould happen of the death of Cuarres
« the fecond, without lawful heirs.” This engagement was
double, and thereby relative to the whole political fyftem of
Europe, alike affected by the power and pretenfions of France.
Hitherto the power of France had been alone regarded, and
her pretenfions fcemed to have been forgot : or to what pur-
polfe fhould they have been remembred, whillt Europe was fo
unhappily conftituted, that the flates at whole expence fhe
increafed her power, and their friends and allies, thought that
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they did enough upon every occafion if they made fome tole-
rable compofition with her ? ‘They who were not in circum-
ftances to refufe confirming prefent, were little likely to take
effctual meafures againft future ufurpations.  But now, as
the alarm was greater than ever, by the outrages that France
had committed, and the intrigues the had carried on ; by the
little regard fhe had fhewn to public faith, and by the airs of
authority the had affumed twenty years together : fo was the
{pirit againft her raifed to an higher pitch, and the means of
reducing her power, or at leaft of checking it, were increafed,
The princes and ftates who had negle@ted or favored the
growth of this power, which all of them had done in their
turns, faw their error ; faw the neceffity of repairing it, and
faw that unlefs they could check the power of France, by
uniting a power fuperior to her’s, it would be impoffible to
hinder her from fucceeding in her great defigns on the Spanifh
fucceffion. The court of England had fubmitted, not many
years before, to abet her ufurpations, and the king of Enc-
LaND had ftooped to be her penfioner. But the crime was
not national. On the contrary, the nation had cried out
loudly againft it, even whillt it was committing : and as
foon as ever the abdication of king James, and the ele-
vation of the prince of Orange to the throne of England
bappened, the nation engaged with all imaginable zeal in the
common caufe of Europe, to reduce the exorbitant power of
France, to prevent her future and to revenge her paft attempts;
for even a {pirit of revenge prevailed, and the war was a war
of anger as well as of intereft.

UnuarriLy this zeal was neither well conducted, nor well
feconded. It was zeal without fuceefs in the firlt of the two
wars that followed the year one thoufand fix hundred and
eighty cight ; and zeal without knowledgr:, in both of them.

I
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I enter into no detail concerning the events of thefe two wars.
This only I obferve on the firft of them, that the treaties of
Ryfwic were far from anfwering' the ends propofed and the
engagements taken by the firft grand alliance. The power
of France, with refpe to extent of dominions and ftrength
of barrier, was not reduced to the terms of the Pyrenean
treaty, no not to thofe of the treaty of Nimeghen. Lorrain
was refltored indeed with very confiderable referves, and the
places taken or ufurped on the other fide of the Rhine: but
then Strafburg was yielded up abfolutely to France by the
emperor, ard by the empire. The conceflions to Spain were
great, but fo were the conquefts and the encroachments made
upon her by France, fince the treaty of Nimeghen : and fhe
got little at Ryfwic, I belicve nothing more than fhe had
faved at Nimeghen before. All thefe conceffions, however,
as well as the acknowledgment of king Wirriam, and others
made by Lewis the fourteenth after he had taken Ath and Bar-
celona, even during the courfe of the negotiations, compared
with the loffes and repeated defeats of the allies and the il
ftate of the confederacy, furprifed the generality of mankind,
who had not been accuftomed to fo much moderation and ge-
nerofity on the part of this prince. But the pretenfions of
the houfe of Bourbon on the Spanifh fucceflion remained the
fame. Nothing had been done to weaken them ; nothing was
prepared to oppofe them : and the opening of this fucceflion
was vifibly at hand ; for CrarnEs the fecond had been in im-
mediate danger of dying about this time, His death could not
be a remote event: and all the good queen’s endeavors to
be got with child had proved ineffectual. The league diffolv-
ed, all the forces of the confederates difperfed, and many
difbanded ; France continuing armed, her forces by fea and
land increafed and held in readinefs to a@ on all fides, it was
plain that the confederates had failed in the firft object of the
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grand alliance, that of reducing the power of France; by
fucceeding in which alone they could have been able to keep
the fecond engagement, that of fecuring the fucceflion of

D .
Spain to the houfe of Auftria.

ArTER this peace, what remained to be done ? In the whole
nature of things there remained but three. To abandon all
care of the Spanifh fucceflion was one; to compound with

France upon this {ucceflion was another ; and to prepare, like '

her, during the interval of peace, to make an advantageous
war whenever Cuarres the fecond fhould die, was a third.
Now the firft of thefe was to leave Spain, and, in leaving
Spain, to leave all Europe in fome fort at the mercy of France;
fince whatever difpefition the Spaniards fhould make of their
crown, they were quite unable to fupport it againft France ;
fince the emperor could do little without his allies ; and fince
Bavaria, the third pretender, could do ftill lefs, and might
find, in fuch a cafe, his account perhaps better in treating
with the Houfe of Bourbon than with that of Auftria. More
needs not be faid on this head ; but on the other two, which
I fhall confider together, feveral fads are proper to be men-
tioned, and feveral reflections neceffary to be made.

We might have counter-worked, no doubt, in their own
methods of policy, the councils of France, who made peace to
diffolve the confederacy, and great conceflions, with very {uf-
picious generofity, to gain the Spaniards: we might have
waited, like them, that is in arms, the death of Cuarrrs the
fecond, and have fortified in the mean time the difpofitions
of the king, the court and people of Spain, againft the pre-
tenfions of France: we might have made the peace, which
was made fome time after that, between the emperor and the
Turks, and have obliged the former at any rate to have fe-

cured
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cured the peace of Hungary, and to have prepared, by thefe
and other expedients, for the war that would inevitably break
out on the death of the king of Seam.

But all fuch meafures were rendered impradicable, by the
emperer chiefly. Experience had fhewn, that the powers who
engaged in alliance with him maoft expe@ to take the whole
burden of his caufe upon themfelves ; and that Hungary would
maintain a perpetual diverfion in favor of France, fince he
could not refolve to lighten the tyrannical yoke he had. efta-
blithed in that country and in Tranfilvania, nor his minifters
to past with the immenfe confifcations they had appropriated
to themfelves. Paft experience fhewed this: and: the experi-
ence that followed confirmed it very fatally. But further;
there was not only little affiftance to be expected from him by
thofe who fhould engage in his quarrel : he did them hurt of
another kind, and deprived them of many advantages by falle
meafures of policy and unfkilful negotiations. Whilft the
death of Cuares the fecond was expeéted almoft daily, the
court of Vienna feemed to have forgot the court of Madrid,
and all the pretenfions on that crown. When the count
» Harracu was fent thither, the imperial councils did {ome-
thing worfe. The king of Seain was ready to declare the
archduke Cuarires his fucceflor ; he was defirous to have this.
young prince fent into Spain : the bent of the people was in:
favor of Auftria, er it had been {fo, and: might have been:
eafily turned the fame way again = at court no cabal was yet
formed in favor of Bourbon, and a very weak intrigue was on:
foot in favor of the electoral prince of Bavarra. Not only
Cuarces might have been on the fpot ready to reap the fuc-
ceffion, but a German army might have been there to defend
it ; for the court of Madrid infilted on having twelve thou-
fand of thefe treops, and, rather than not have: them,. offered:
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to contribute to the payment of them privately : becaufe it
would have been too impopular among the Spaniards, and too
prejudicial to the Auftrian interelt, to have had it known that
the emperor declined the payment of a body of his own
troops that were demanded to fecure that monarchy to his
fon. Thefe propofals were half refufed, and half evaded :
and in return to the offer of the crown of Spain to the arch-
duke, the imperial councils afked the government of Milan for
him. They thought it a point of deep policy to fecure the
Italian provinces, and to leave to England and Holland the
care of the Low Countries, of Spain, and the Indics. By
declining thefe propofals the houfe of Auftria renounced in
{ome {ort the whole fucceflion : at leaft {he gave England and
Holland reafons, whatever engagements thefe powers had
taken, to refufe the harder tafk of putting her into poffeffion
by force ; when fhe might and would not, procure to the
Englith and Dutch, and her other allies, the eafier tafk of
defending her in this pofieffion,

I sap that the meafures mentioned above were rendered
impracticable, by the emperor chiefly, becaufe they were ren-
dered fo likewife by other circumftances at the fame conjunc-
ture. A principal one I {hall mention, and it fhall be drawn
from the ftate of our own country, and the difpofition of our
people.  Let us take this up from king Wirriam’s acceflion
to our crown. During the whole progrefs that Lewrs the four-
teenth made towards fuch exorbitant power, as gave him well-
grounded hopes of acquiring at laft to his family the Spanifh
monarchy, England had been either an idle {pe&tator of all
that paffed on the continent, or a faint and uncertain ally
againft France, or a warm and fure ally on her fide, or a par-
tial mediator between her and the powers confederated in their
common defence. - The revolution produced as great a change

in
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in our foreign condu&, as in our domeftic effablithment: and
our nation engaged with great {pirit in the war of one thou-
fand fix hundred and eighty eight.  But then this {pirit was
rath, prefumptuous, and ignorant, ill conduéed at home, and
ill feconded abroad: all which has been touched already.
We had waged no long wars on the continent, nor been ve;y
deeply concerned in foreign confederacies, fince the fourteenth
and fifteenth centuries. The hiftory of Epwarp the third,
however, and of the firft twelve or fifteen years of Henry
the fixth might have taught us fome general but ufeful leffons,
drawn from remote times, but applicable to the prefent. So
might the example of Hinry the eighth, who fquandered
away great fums for the profit of taking a town, or the honos
of having an emperor in his pay ; and who divided afterwards
by treaty the kingdom of France between himfelf and Cuaz LES
the fifth, with fuccefs {o little anfwerable to. fuch an under-
taking; that it is hard to believe his Imperial and Englith ma-
jefty were both in earneft. If they were fo, they were botli
the bubbles of their prefumption. But it feems more likely:
that Henry the eighth was bubbled on this oecafion by the
great hopes that Cuarrzes held out to flatter his vanity : as he
had been bubbled by his father-in-law FerpinanD, at the be-
ginning of his reign, in the war of Navarre, But thefe re-
fleétions were not made, nor had we enough confidered the
example of EvrizaseTH, the laft of our princes who hadimade
any confiderable figure abroad, and from whom we might
have learned to a& with vigor, but to engage with caution,
and always to proportion our afiiftance accarding to our abili-
tics, and the real neceflities of our alliess. The frontiers of
France were now {o fortified, her commerce and her naval
force were fo increafed, her armies were grown {o numerous,.
her troops were fo difciplined, f{o inured to war, and fo ani-
mated by a long courfe of fuccefsful campaigns, that they wha

looked:
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looked on the fituation of Europe could not fail to fee how
difficult the enterprifc of reducing her power was become.
Difficult as it was, we were obliged, on every account and by
reafons of all kinds, to engage in it : but then we fhould have
engaged with more forecaft, and have conduéted ourfelves in
the management of it, not with lefs alacrity and fpirit, but
with more order, more ceconomy, and a better application
of our efforts. But they who governed were glad to engage
us at any rate ; and we entered on this great {cheme of
aétion, as our nation is too apt to do, hurried on by the ruling

affion of the day. T have been told by feveral, who were
on the ftage of the world at this time, that the generality of
our people believed, and were encouraged to believe, the war
could not be long, if the king was vigoroufly fupported : and
there is a humdrum fpeech of a fpeaker of the houfe of com-
mons, I think, who humbly defired his majefty to take this
opportunity of reconquering his ancient duchy of Aquitain.
We were {oon awakened from thefe gaudy dreams. In feven or
eight years no impreflion had been made on France, that
was befieged as it were on every fide: and after repeated de-
feats in the Low Countries, where king Witrram laid the
principal frefs of the war, his fole triumph was the retaking
Namur, that had been taken by the French a few years be-
fore. Unfuftained by fuccefs abroad, we are not to wonder
that the fpirit flagged at home ; nor that the difcontents of
thofe who were averle to the eftablithed government, uniting
with the far greater number of thofe who difliked the admi-
niftration, inflamed the general difcontents of the nation, op-
prefied with taxes, pillaged by ufurers, plundered at fea, and
difappointed at land.  Aswe run into extremes always, fome
would have continued this war at any rate, even at the fame
rate, but it was not poffible they fhould prevail in fuch a
fitnation of affairs, and fuch a difpofition of minds. They

I who
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who got by the war, and made immenfe fortunes by the ne-
ceffities of the public, were not fo numerous nor {o powerful,
as they have been fince. The moneyed intereft was hotyet a
rival able to cope with the landed intereft, either in the nation
or in parliament. The great corporations that had been ere&-
ed more to ferve the turn of party, than for any real national
ufe, aimed indeed even then at the firength and influence
which they have fince acquired in the legiflature ; but they
had not made the fame progrefs by promoting national cor-
ruption, as they and the court havé made fince. In fhort,
the other extreme prevailed. The generality of people grew
as fond of getting out of the wary as they had been of enter-
ing into it: and thus far perhaps, confidering how it had
been conducted, they were not much to be blamed. But this
was not'all ; for when king Wirrram had made the peace, our
martial {pirit became at once {o pacific, that we feemed re-
folved to meddle no more in the affairs of the continent, at
leaft to employ our arms no more in the quarrels that might
arife there : and accordingly we reduced our troops in Eng-
land to feven thoufand men.

I nave fometimes confidered, in refle@ting on thefe paffages,
what I thould have done, if I had fat in parliament at that
time ; and have been forced to own myfelf; that T fhould have
voted for difbanding the army then ; as 1 voted in the follow-
ing parliament for cenfuring the partition treaties. I am forced
to own this, becaule I remember how  imperfeé& my notions
were of the fituation of Europe in that extraordinary crifis,
and how much I faw the true intereft of my own country in
an half light. ~ But, my lord, I own it with fome {hame ; be-
caufe in truth nothing could be more abfurd than the conduct
we held. What ! becaufe we had not reduced the power of
France by the war; nor excluded the houfe of Bourbon from
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the Spanith fucceflion, nor compounded with her upon it by
the peace ; and becaufe the houfe of Auftria had not helped
herfelf, nor put it into our power to help her with more ad-
vantage and better profpect of fuccefs----were we to leave that
whole fucceffion open to the invafions of France, and to {uf-
fer even the contingency to fubfift, of {eeing thofe monarchies
united ? What! becaufe it was become extravagant, after the
trials fo lately made, to think ourfelves any longer engaged by
treaty, or obliged by good policy, to put the houfe of Au-
ftria in pofleflion of the whole Spanith monarchy, and to de-
fend her in this poffeflion by force of arms, were we to leave
the whole at the mercy of France? If we were not to do foy
if we were not to do one of the three things that I faid above
remained to be done, and if the emperor put it out of our
power to do another of them with advantage ; were we to put
it ftill more out of our power, and to wait unarmed for the
death of the king of Spain ? In fine, if we had not the prof-
peét of difputing with France, fo fuccefsfully as we might
have had it, the Spanifh fucceflion, whenever it fhould be
open ; were we not only to thew by difarming, that we would
not difpute it all, but to cenfure likewife the fecond of the
three things mentioned above, and which king WirLiam put
in pradlice, the compounding with France, to prevent if pof-
fible a war, ‘in which we were averfe to engage ?

Arrow me to pufh thefe refle@tions a little further, and to
obferve to. your lordfhip, that if the propofal of fending the
archduke into Spain had been accepted in time by the impe-
rial court, and taken effe@ and become a meafure of the con-
federaey, that war indeed would have been protracted ; but,
France could not have hindered the paflage of this prince and
his German forces: and our fleet would have been better em-
Ployed in efcorting them, and in covering the coafts of Spain

and
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and of the dominions of that crown both in Europe and in
America, than it was in {o many unmeaning expeditions from
the battle of La Hogue to the end of the war. France indeed
would have made her utmoft efforts to have had fatisfaion
on her pretenfions, asill founded asthey were. She would
have ended that war, as we began the next, when we de-
manded a reafonable fatisfaction for the emperor: and tho I
think that the allies would have had in very many refpecs, morc
advantage in defending Spain, than in attacking France; yet,
upon a fuppofition that the defence would have been as ill
conduéted as the attack was, and that by confequence, whe-
ther Cuaries the fecond had lived to the conclufion of this
war, or had died before it, the war muft have ended in fome
partition or other ; this partition would have been made by
the Spaniards themfelves. 'They had been forced to compound
with France on her former pretenfions, and they muft and
they would have compounded on thefe, with an Auftrian
prince on the throne, juft as they compounded, and probably
much better than they compounded, on the pretenfions we
fupported againft them, when they had a prince of Bourbon
on their throne. France could not have diftrefled the Spani-
ards, nor have over-run their monarchy, if they had been
united ; and they would have been united in this cafe, and
{fupported by the whole confederacy : as we diftreffed both
France and them, over-run their monarchy in one hemifphere,
and might have done fo in both, when they were difunited, and
fupported by France alone. France would not have aéted, in
{uch negotiations, the ridiculous part which the emperor aéted
in thofe that led to the peace of Utrecht, nor have made her
bargain worfe by negledting to make it in time. But the war
ending as it did, tho I cannot fee how king WirLriam could
avoid leaving the crown of Spain and that entire mqnarchy at
the difcretion of Lewis the fourteenth, otherwife than by

Iiia2 compounding
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compounding to prevent a new war he was in no fort prepared
to make ; yet it is undeniable, that by confenting to a parti-
tion of their monarchy, he threw the Spaniards into the arms
of France. The firft partition might have taken place, per-
haps, if the electoral prince of Bavaria had lived, whom the
French and Spaniards too would have feen much more wil-
lingly than the archduke on the throne of Spain. For among
all the parties into which that court was divided in one thou-
fand fix hundred and ninety eight, when this treaty was made,
that of Auftria was grown the weakeft, by the difguft taken
at a German queen, and at the rapacity and infolence of her
favorites, The French were looked upon with efteem and
kindnefs at Madrid; but the Germans were become, or grow-
ing to be, objeéts of contempt to the minifters, and of aver-
fion to the people. The ele&oral prince died in one thoufand
fix hundred and ninety nine. The flar of Auftria, fo fatal to
all thofe who were obftacles to the ambition of that houfe,

revailed ; as the ele@tor exprefled himfelf in the firft pangs of
E.is grief. The flate of things changed very much by this
death. ~ The archduke was to have Spain and the Indics, ac-
cording to a fecond partition : and the Spaniards, who had
exprefled great refentment at the firft, were pufhed beyond
their bearing by this. They {foon appeared to be {o; for the
fecond treaty of partition was figned in March one thoufand
feven hundred ; and the will was made, to the beft of my
remembrance, in the O&ober following. I {hall not enter
here into many particulars concerning thefe great events, They
will be related faithfully, and I hope fully explained, in a
work which your lordthip may take the trouble very probably
of perufing fome time or other, and which I fhall rather
leave, than give to the public, Something however muft be
faid more, to continue and wind up this fummary of the lat-
ter period of modern hiftory.

France
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France then faw her advantage, and improved it no doubt,
tho not in the manner, nor with the circumftances, that fome
lying {criblers of memorials and anecdotes have advanced.
She had fent one of the ableft men of her court to that of
Madrid, the marfhal of Harcourw, and fthe had ftipulated in
the {fecond treaty of partition, that the archduke fhould go
neither into Spain nor the duchy of Milan, during the life of
Cuarees the fecond.  She was willing to have her option be-
tween a treaty and a will. - By the acceptation of the will,
all king Wirriam's meafures were broke.  He was unprepared
for war as much as when he made thefe treaties to prevent
one ; and if he meant in making them, what fome wife, but
refining men have fufpected, and what I confefs I fee no rea-
fon to believe, only to gain time by the difficulty of execut-
ing them, and to prepare for making war, whenever the death
of the king of Seamn fhould alarm mankind, and rouze his
own fubjects out of their ina&ivity and neglect of foreign in-
terefts : if fo, he was difappointed in that too; for France
took poffeflion of the whole monarchyat once, and with
univerfal concurrence, at leaft without oppofition or difhiculty,
in favor of the duke of Anjou. By what has been obferved,
or hinted rather very fhortly, and I fear a little confufedly, it
is plain that reducing the power of France, and fecuring the
whole Spanifh fucceflion to the houfe of Auftria, were two
points that king WiLriam, at the head of the Britith and
Dutch commonwealths and of the greateft confederacy Europe
had feen, was obliged to give up.  All the acquifitions that
France cared to keep for the maintenance of her power were
confirmed to her by the treaty of Ryfwic: and king WiLriam
allowed, indire&tly~at leaft, the pretenfions of the houfe of
Bourbon to the Spanifh fucceflion, as Lewis the fourteenth
allowed, in the fame manner, thofe of the houfe of Auftria,
by the treaties of partition. Strange fituation ! in which no

5 expedient
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expedient remained to prepare for an event, vifibly fo near,
and of fuch vaft importance as the death of the king of Seary,
but a partition of his monarchy, without his confent, or his
knowledge ! If king Wirriam had not made this partition,
the emperor would have made one, and with as Jittle regard
to trade, to the barrier of the feven provinces, or to the ge-
neral fyftem of Europe, as had been fhewed by him when
he made the private treaty with France already mentioned,
in one thoufand fix hundred and fixty eight. The minifters
of Vienna were not wanting to infinuate to thofe of Frince
overtures of a feparate treaty, as more conducive to their com-
mon interefts than the acceffion of his imperial majefty to
that of partition. But the councils of Verfailles Jjudged very
reafonably, that a partition made with England and Holland
would be more effectual than any other, if a partition was
to take place : and that fuch a partition would be juft as ef-
fe@ual as one made with the emperor, to furnifh arguments
to the emiffaries of France, and motives to the Spanith coun-
cils, if a will in favor of France could be obtained. I repeat
it again ; I cannot fee what king WirLram could do in fuch
circumftances as he found himfelf in after thirty years ftruggle,
except what he did : neither can I fee how he could do what
he did, efpecially after the refentment exprefled by the Spaniards,
and the furious memorial prefented by Canates on the conclu~
fion of the firft treaty of partition, without apprehending that
the confequence would be a will in favor of France He was in
the worft of all political circumftances, in that whercin no
one good meafure remains to be taken ; and out of which he
left the two nations, at the head of whom he had been fo
long, to fight and negotiate themfelves and their confederates,
as well as they could.

WHEN
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Wuen this will was made and accepted, Lewis the four-
teenth had fucceeded, and the powers in oppofition to him had
failed, in all the great objeds of intereft and ambition, which
they had kept in {ight for more than forty years ; that %, from
the beginning of the prefent period. The acors changed their
parts in the tragedy that followed. The power, that had fo
long and {o cruelly attacked, was now to defend, the Spaniﬂl
monarchy : and the powers, that had fo long defended, were
now to attack it. Let us fee how this was brought about :
and that we may fee it the better, and make a better judg-
ment of all that paffed from the death of Cuasvres the fe-
cond to the peace of Utrecht, let us go back to the time of
his death, and confider the circumftances that formed this
complicated ftate of affairs, in three views; a view of right,
a view of policy, and a view of power,

Tue right of fucceeding to the crown of Spain would have
been undoubtedly in the children of Maria TwErEsa, that
is, in the houfe of Bourbon ; if this right had not been bar-
red by the {folemn renunciations {o often mentioned. The.
pretenfions of the houfe of Auftria were founded on thefe
renunciations, on the ratification of them by the Pyrenean
treaty, and the confirmation of them by the will of PaivLie
the fourth. The pretenfions of the houfe of Bourbon were
founded on a fuppofition, it was indeed no more, and a vain
one too, that thefe renunciations were in their nature null.
On this foot the difpute of right ftood during the life of
Cuarvrges the fecond, and on the fame it would have conti-
nued to ftand even after his death, if the renunciations had.
remained unthaken j if his will, like that of his father, had:
confirmed them, and had left the crown, in purfuance of.
them, to the houfe of Auftria. But the will of Cuaries the

{fecond, annulling thefe renunciations, took away the {ole foun-
dation.
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dation of the Auftrian pretenfions; for, however this ad
might be obtained, it was juft as valid as his father’s, and was
confirmed by the univerfal concurrence of the Spanith nation
to the new fettlement he made of that crown. Let it be, as
I think it ought to be, granted, that the true heirs could not
claim againft renunciations that were, if I may fay fo, condi-
tions of their birth: but Cuaarires the fecond had certainly
as good a right to change the courfe of fucceflion agreeably
to the order of nature and the conflitution of that monarchy,
after his true heirs were born, as Pairir the fourth had to
change it, contrary to this order and this conftitution, before
they were born, or at any other time. He had as good a
right, in fhort, to difpenfe with the Pyrenean treaty, and to
fet it afide in this refpe&,. as his father had to make it: fo
that the renunciations being annulled by that party to the Py-
renean treaty who had exa@ed them, they could be deemed
no longer binding, by virtue of this treaty, on the party who
had made them. The fole queftion that remained thercfore
between thele rival houfes, as to right, was this, whether the
engagements taken by Lewis the fourteenth in the partition
treatics obliged him to adhere to the terms of the laft of them
in all events, and to deprive his family of the fucceffion
which the king of Seain opened, and the Spaunith nation of-
fered to them ; rather than to depart from a compofition he
had made, on pretenfions that were difputable then, but were
now out of difpute? It may be faid, and it was faid, that
the treaties of partition being abfolute; without any condition
or exeeption relative to any difpefition the king of Spain
had' made or might ‘make of his {ueceflion, in favor of Bour-
bon or Auftria; the difpofition made by his will; ia favor of
the duke of Axjou, could not affeét the engagements fo lately
taken by Lewrs the foufteenth in thefe treaties, nor difpenfe
with-a literal ‘'obfervation of them. This might be trve, on
‘ fAn&
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ftri& principles of juftice ; but I apprehend that none of thefe

1
powers, who exclaimed fo loudly
in this cafe, would have been more icrt
cafe. The maxim ¢ fummum jus eft fumma injuri:
been quoted, and the rigid letter of treaties would have beet
{oftened by an equitable interpretation of their {piri
tention. His imperial majefty, above all, had not the leaft
color of right to exclaim againft France on this occafion ; for
in general, if his family was to be ftripped of all the domini-
ons they have acquired by breach of faith, and mean
worfe than the acceptation of the will, even allowing all the
invidious circumitances imputed to the conduét of France to
be true, the Auftrian family would {ink from their prefent
grandeur to that low ftate they were in two or three centuries
ago. - In particular, the emperor, who had conftantly refufed
to accede to the treaties of partition, or to fubmit to the dif-
pofitions made by them, had not the leaft plaufible pretence
to obie& to Lewis the fourteenth, that he departed from them.
Thus, I think, the right of the two houfes ftood on the death
of Cuarves the {fecond. The right of the Spaniards, an in-
dependant nation, to regulate their own fucceflion, or to re-
cewe the prince whom their dying monarch had called to it ;
and the right of England and Holland to regulate this {uccef-
fion, to divide, and parcel out this monarchy in different lots,
it would be equally foolifh to go about to eftablith. One is
too evident, the other too abfurd, to admit of any proof.
But enough has been faid concerning right, which was in truth
little regarded by any of the parties concerned immediately or
remotely in the whole courfe of thefe proceedings.  Par-
ticular interefts were alone regarded, and thele were pur-
fued as ambition, fear, refentment, and vanity directed: I
mean the ambition of the two houfes contending for {upe-

means much

riority of power: the fear of England and Holland left this
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fuperiority fhould become too great in either; the refent-
ment of Spain at the difmemberment of that monarchy
projected by the partition-treaties ; and the vanity of that
nation, as well as of the princes -of the houfe of Bour-
bon: for as vanity mingled with refentment to make the
will, vanity had a great fhare in determining the accepta-~
tion of it,

Lt us now confider the fame conjuné&ture in a view of
policy.  The policy of the Spanith councils was this. They
could not brook that their monarchy fhould be divided : and
this principle is exprefied ftrongly in the will of Crarces the
fecond, where he exhorts his fubje@s not to fuffer any di~
memberment or diminution of a monarchy founded by his
predeceflors with fo much glory. Too weak to hinder this
difmemberment by their own ftrength, too well apprifed of
the little force and little views of the court of Vienna, and
their old allies having engaged to procure this difmemberment
even by force of arms; nothing remained for them to do,
upon this principle, but to detach France from the engage-
ments of the partition treatics, by giving their whole monarchy
to a prince of the houfe of Bourbon. As much as may have
been {aid concerning the negotiations of France to obtain a
will in her faver, and yet:to keep  in teferve the advantages
ftipulated for her by the partition-treaties if fuch a will could
not be obtained, and tho I am perfuaded that the marfhal of
Harcourr, who helped to procure this will; made his court
to Lewis the fourteenth as miuch as the marfhal of TavLarp,
who negotiated the partitions ; yet it is certain, that the ac-
ceptation of the will was not a meafure definitely taken at
Verfailles when the king of Seain died.  The alternative di-
vided thofe councils, and, without entering at this time into
the arguments urged on each fide, adhering to the partitions

feemed
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{eemed the caufe of France, accepting the will that of the
houfe of Bourbon.

It has been faid by men of great weight in the councils of
Spain, and was faid at that time by men as little fond of the
houfe of Bourbon, or of the French nation, as their fathers
had been ; that if England and Holland had not formed a
confederacy and begun a war, they would have made Puivie
the fifth as good a Spaniard as any of the preceding Privirs,
and not have endured the influence of French councils in
the adminiftration of their government: but that we threw
them intirely into the hands of France when we began the
war, bécaufe the fleets and armies of this crown being ne-
ceffary to their defence, they could not avoid fubmitting to
this influence as long as the fame neceflity continued ; and,
in fa&, we have feen that the influence lafted no longer.
But notwithftanding this, it muft be confefled, that a war
was unavoidable. The immediate fecuring of commerce and
of barriers, the preventing an union of the two monarchies
in fome future time, and the prefervation of a certain degree
at leaft of equality in the fcales of power, were points too
important to England, Holland, and the reft of Europe, to
be refted on the moderation of French, and the vigor of
Spanith councils, under a prince of the houfe of France. If
fatisfa®ion to the houfe of Auftria, to whofe rights England
and Holland fhewed no great regard whilft they were better
founded than they were fince the will, had been alone con-
cerned ; a drop of Lblood fpilt, or five fhillings fpent in the

uarrcl, would have been too much profufion. But this was
properly the fcale into which it became the common intcrcﬁ:_
to throw all the weight that could be taken out of that of
Bourbon.  And therefore your lordfhip will find, that when
negotiations with p’Avaux were fet on foot in Holland to

Kkka2 prevent
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prevent a war, or rather on our part to gain time to prepare
for it, in which view the Dutch and we had both acknow-
ledged Privie king of Spain ; the great article we infifted on
was, that reafonable fatisfaction fhould be ' given the emperor,
upon his pretenfions founded on the treaty of partition. We
could do no otherwife ; and France who offered to make the
treaty of Ryfwic the foundation of that treaty, could do no
otherwife than refufe to confent that the treaty of partition
fhould be fo, after accepting the will, and thereby engaging
to oppofe all partition or difmemberment of the Spanith mo-
narchy. I fhould mention none of the other demands of
England and Holland, if I could neglet to point out to your
lordfhip’s obfervation, that the fame artifice was employed at
this time, to perplex the more a negotiation that could not
fucceed on other accounts, as we faw employed in the courfe
of the war, by the Englith and Dutch minifters, to prevent
the fuccefs of negotiations that might, and ought to have
fucceeded. The demand I mean is that of ¢ a liberty not
“ only to explain the terms propofed, but to increafe or am-
¢ plify them, in the courfe of the negotiation.” I do not
remember the words, but this is the fenfe, and this was the
meaning of the confederates in both cafes.

In the former, king Witrian was determined to begin the
war by all the rules of good policy ; fince he could not ob-
tain, nay fince France could not grant in_that conjun&ure,
nor without being forced to it by a war, what he was obliged
by thefe very rules to demand. He intended therefore nothing
by this negotiation, if it may be called fuch, but to preferve
forms and appearances, and perhaps, which many have fuf-
pected, to have time to prepare, as I hinted juft now, both
abroad and at home, Many things concurred to favor his
preparations abroad.  The alarm, that had been given by the

acceptation
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acceptation of the will, was increafed by every ftep that France
made to fecure the effeé of it. Thus, for inftance, the furpril-
ing and feizing the Dutch troops, in the fame night, and at the
fame hour, that were difperfed in the garrifons of the Spanith
Netherlands, was not excufed by the neceflity of {ecuring thofe
places to the obedience of Puirir, nor {oftened by the imme-
diate difmiflion of thofe troops. The imprefiion it made was
much the fame ‘as thofe of the furprifes and feizures of
France in former ufurpations. No one knew then, that the
fovercignty of the ten provinces was to be yielded up to the
elector of Bavaria: and every one faw that there remained
no longer any barrier between France and the feven provinces.
At home, the difpofition of the nation was abfolutely turned
to a war with France, on the death of king Jamzs the fecond,
by the acknowledgment Lewis the fourteenth made of his
fon as king of England. I know what has been faid in ex-
cufe for this meafure, taken, as I believe, on female importu-
nity ; but certainly without any regard to public faith, to the
true intereft of France in thofe circumftances, or to the true
intereft of the prince thus acknowledged, in any. It was
faid, that the treaty of Ryfwic obliging his moft chriftian
majefty only not to difturb king Wiriram in his pofietlion,
he might, without. any violation of it, have acknowledged
this prince as king of England ; according to the pelitical ca-
{uiftry of the French, and the example of France, who finds
no fault with the powers that treat with the kings of Eng-
land, altho the kings of England retain the title of kings of

e ; 1 1
France; as well as the example of Spain, who makes no
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complaints that other' flates treat with s

altho the kings of France retain the title of Navarre. But
befides that the examples are not :111}701355:. hecaufe no other
powers acknowledge in form the king of England to be king:
of France, nor the king of France to be king of Navarre ;

W Vi




438 A Sketch of the History

with what face could the French excufe this meafure ? Could
they excufe it by urging that they adhered to the ftrit letter
of one article of the treaty of Ryfwic, againft the plain mean-
ing of that very article, and againft the whole tenor of that
treaty ; in the fame breath with which they juftified the ac-
ceptation of the will, by pretending they adhered to the fup-
pofed {pirit and general intention of the treaties of partition,
in contradiction to the letter, to the fpecific engagements, and
to the whole purport of thofe treaties > This part of the con-
duct of Lewis the fourteenth may appear juftly the more {ur-

prifing, becaufe in moft other parts of his condu@ at the fime

time, and in fome to his difadvantage, he aded cautiouily,
endeavored to calm the minds of his neighbors, to reconcile

Europe to his grandfon’s elevation, and to avoid all fhew of
beginning hoftilities,

Tro king WirLiam was determined to engage in a war
with France and Spain, yet the fame good policy, that deter-
mined him to engage, determined him pot to engage too
deeply. The engagement taken in the grand alliance of ope
thoufand feven hundred and oneis, “ To procure an equita-
¢ ble and reafonable fatisfaction to his imperial majefty for his
¢ pretenfion to the Spanith fucceflion ; and fufficient fecurity
“ to the king of Encranp, and the States General, for their
< dominions, and for the navigation and commerce of their
< fubjecs, and to prevent the union of the two monarchies of
¢ France and Spain,” As king of England, as ftateholder of
Holland, he neither could, nor did engage any further, Tt
may be difputed perhaps among Ipeculative politicians, whe~
ther the balance of power in Europe would have been better
preferved by that fcheme of partition, which the treaties, and
particularly the laft of them, propofed, or by that which the
grand alliance propofed to be the object of the war ? I think

there
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there is little room for fuch a difpute, as I fhall have occafion
to fay hereafter more exprefly. In this place I {hall only fay,
that the obje& of this war, which king WiLLiam meditated,
and queen AnNE waged, was a partition, by which a prince
of the houfe of Bourbon, already acknowledged by us and
the Dutch as king of Spain, was to be left on the throne of
that difmembered monarchy. The wifdom of thofe council
faw that the peace of Europe might be reftored and fecured
on this foot, and that the liberties of Europe would be in no

danger.

Trugp fcales of the balance of power will never be exactly
poized, nor in the precife point of equality either difcernible
or neceffary to be difcerned. It is fufficient in this, as in other
human affairs, that the deviation be not too great. Some
there will always be. A conftant attention to thefe deviations
is therefore neceffary. When they are little, their increafe
may be eafily prevented by early care and the precautions that
good policy fuggefts. But when they become great for want
of this care and thefe precautions, or by the force of .unfore-
feen events, more vigor is to be exerted, and greater efforts
to be made. But even in fuch cafes, much refleftion is ne-
ceflary on all the circumftances that form the conjunéure ;
left, by attacking with ill fuccefs, the deviation be confirmed,
and the power that is deemed already exorbitant become more
{o; and left, by attacking with good fuccefs, whillt one fcale
4s pillaged, too much weight of power be thrown into the
other. In fuch cafes, he who has confidered, in the hiftories
of former ages, the ftrange revolutions that time produces, and
the perpetual flux and reflux of public as well as private for-
tunes, of kingdoms dnd ftates as well as of thofe who go-
vern or are governed in them, will incline to think, that if

the {cales can be brought back by a was, nearly, tho not ex-
actly,

3
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adly, to the point they were at before this great deviation
from it, the reft may be Jeft to accidents, and to the ufe that
good policy is able to make of them.

Wuen Cuarees the fifth-was at the heighth of his power,
and in the zenith of his glory, when a king of France and a
pope were at once his prifoners ; it muft be allowed, that, his
fituation and that of his neighbors compared, they had as
much at leaft to fear from him and from the houfe of Auftri 1y
as the neighbors of Lewis the fourteenth had to fear from him
and from the houfe of Bourbon, when, after all his other fuc-
cefs, one of his grandchildren was placed on the Spanith throne.
And yet among all the conditions of the feveral leagues againft
Cuarres the fifth, I do not remember that it was ever {tipu-
lated, that « no peace thould be made with him as long  as
¢ he continued to be emperor and king of Spain ; nor as long
¢ as any Auftrian prince continued capable of uniting on his
¢ head the Imperial and Spanith crowns.”

Ir your lordfhip makes the application, you will find that
the difference of {fome circumftances does not hinder this ex-
ample. from being very appofite, and firong to the prefent
purpofe. Cuarres the fifth was emperor and king of Spain ;
but neither was Lewis the fourteenth king of Spain, nor Pai-
r1p the fifth king of France. ‘That had happened in one in-
ftance, which it was apprchended might happen in “the
other. It had happened, and it was reafonably to be appre-
hended thar it might happen again, and that the Imperial
and Spanith crowns might continue, not only in the fame
family, but on the fame heads ; for meafures were taken
to fecure the fucceflion of both to PurLir the fon of CiarLEs.
We do not find however that any confederacy was form-
ed, any engagement taken, nor any war made, to remove

ar
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or prevent this great evil. The princes and ftates of Eu-
rope contented themfelves to oppofe the defigns of Cuarres
the fifth, and to check the growth of his power occafionally,
and as intereft invited, or neceflity forced them to do; not
conftantly., ‘They did perhaps too little againft himi, and
fometimes too much for him: but if they did too little of one
kind, time and accident did the reft. Diftinét ‘dominions,
and different pretenfions, created contrary interefls in the houfe
of Auftria: and on the abdication of Cuarves the fifth, his
brother fucceeded, not his fon, to the empire. The houfe of
Auftria divided into a German and a Spanifth branch: and if
the two branches came to have a mutual inHuence on one
another, and frequently a common intereft, it was not till one
of them had fallen from grandeur, and till the other was rather
aiming at it, than in poffeflion of it. In fhort, PuiLir was
excluded from the imperial throne by fo natural a progreffion
of caufes and effeds, arifing not only in Germany but in his
own family, that if a treaty had been made to exclude him
from it in favor of Ferpinanp, fuch a treaty might have
beenfaid very probably to have executed itfelf.

Tus precaution I have mentioned, and that was negle&ed
in this cafe without any detriment to the common caufe of
Europe, was not neglected in the grand alliance of one thou-
fand feven hundred and one. For in that, one of the ends
propofed by the war is, to obtain an effeétual fecurity againft
the contingent union of the crowns of France and Spain.
The will of Cuarres the fecond provides againft the fame
contingency : and this great principle, of preventing too much
dominion and power from falling to the lot of either of the
families of Bourbon or Auftria, feemed to be agreed on all
fides; fince in the partition-treaty the fame precaution was
taken againft an union of the Imperial and Spanith crowns.

vor. Il L7 King
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King WirLram was enough piqued againft France. His an-
cient prejudices were ftrong and well founded. He had been
worfted in war, over reached in negotiation, and perfonally
affronted by her. “England and Holland were fufliciently
alarmed and animated, and a party was not wanting, even in
our ifland, ready to approve any engagements he would have
taken againft France and Spaim, and in favor of the houfe of
Auftria ; tho we were lefs concerned, by any national intereft,
than any other power that took part in'the war, ecither then,
or afterwards. But this prince was far from taking a part be-
yond that which the particular intereft of England and Hol-
land, and the general intereft of Europe, neceffarily required.
Pique muft have no more a place than affection, in delibera-
tions of this kind. = To have engaged to dethrone Puivie, out
of refentment to Lewrs the fourteenth, would have been a
refolution worthy of Cuaries the twelfth, king of Sweden,
who facrificed his country, his people, and himfelf at laft, to
his revenge. To have engaged to conquer the Spanifth mp-
narchy for the houfe of Auftria, or to go, in favor of that
family, one ftep beyond thofe that were neceflary to keep this
houfe on a foot of rivalry with the other, would have been,
as I have hinted, to aé the part of a vaffal,. not of an ally.
The former pawns his ftate, and ruins his fubje@s, for the in-
tereft of his fuperior lord, perhaps for his lord’s humor, or
bis paffion: the latter goes no further than his own interefts
carry him ;. nor makes war for thofe of another, nor even for
his own, if they are remote and contingent, as if he fought
pro aris et focis, for his religion, his liberty, and his property.
Agrecably to thefe principles of good policy, we entered into
the war that began on the death of Cuarres the fecond :
but we foon departed from them, as I fhall have occafion to
oblerve in confidering the ftate of things, at this remarkable
conjuncture, in a view of ftrength.
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Ler me recall here what I have faid fomewhere elfe. They
who are in the finking fcale of the balance of power do not
eafily, nor foon, come off from the habitual prejudices of
{uperiority over their neighbors, nor from the confidence that
fuch prejudices infpire. From the year one thoufand fix hun-
dred and fixty feven, to the end of that century, France had
been conftantly in arms, and her arms had been fuccefsful.
She had {uftained a war, without any confederates, againit the
principal powers of Europe confederated againft her, and had
finithed it with advantage on every fide, juft before the death
of the king of Seain. She continued armed after the peace,
by fea and land. She increafed her forces, whillt other nations
reduced theirs ; and was ready to defend, or to invade her
neighbors whilft, their confederacy being diffolved, they were
in no condition to invade her, and in a bad one to defend
themfelves. Spain and France had now one common caufe.
The ele¢tors of Bavaria and Conocne fupported it in Ger-
many : the duke of Savoy was an ally, the duke of Man-
tua a vaflal of the two crowns in Italy. In a word, ap-
pearances were formidable on that fide: and if a diftruft of
ftrength, on the fide of the confederacy, had induced Eng-
land and Holland to compound with France for a partition
of the Spanifh fucceflion, there feemed to be flill greater rea-
fon for this diftruft after the acceptation of the will, the peace-
able and ready fubmiflion of the entire monarchy of Spain to
Puivie, and all the meafures taken to fecure him in this pof-
feflion. Such appearances might well impofe. They did fo
on many, and on none more than on the French themfelves,
who engaged with great confidence and {pirit in the war;
when they found it, ast 1ey might well expe&t it would be,
unavoidable. The ftrength of France however, tho great, was
not {o great as the French thought it, nor equal to the efforts
they undertook to make. Their engagement, to maintain the
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Spanith monarchy entire under the dominion of Parure, ex-
ceeded their ftrength. Our engagement, to procure fome
out-fkirts of it for the houfe of Auftria, was ot in the fime
difproportion to our ftrength. If T {peak pofitively on this oc-
cafion, yet I cannot be accufed of prefumption ; becaufe,
how difputable foever thefe points might be when they were
points of political fpeculation, they are fuch no longer, and
the judgment I make is dictated to me by experience. * France
threw herfelf into the finking fcale, when fhe accepted the
will. - Her {cale continued to fink during the whole courfe of
the war, and might have been kept by the peace as low as
the true intereft of Europe required.  What I remember to
have heard the duke of MarirzoroucH fay, before he went
to take on him the command of the army in the Low Coun-
tries in one thoufand feven hundred and ‘two, proved true.
The French mifreckoned very much, if they made the fame
comparifon between cheir troops and thofe of their enemies,
as they had made in precedent wars. Thofe that had been
oppofed to them, in the laft, were raw for the moft part when
it began, the Britifh particularly: but they had been difci-
plined, if' I may fay fo, by their defeats. They were grown to
be veteran at the peace of Ryfwic, and tho many had been
difbanded, yet they had been difbanded lately : {o that even
thefe were eafily formed a-new, and the fpirit that had been
raifed continued in all. Supplies of men to recruit the armies
were more abundant on the fide of the confederacy, than on
that of the two crowns: a neceflary confequence of which it
feemed to be, that thofe of the former would grow better,
and thofe of the latter worfe, in a long, extenfive, and bloody
war, T believe it proved fo; and if my memory does not
deceive me, the French were forced very early to fend re- -
cruits to their armies, as they fend flaves to their galleys. A
comparifon between thofe who ‘were ‘to dire@ the councils,

and
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and to condudt the armies on both fides, is a tatk it would be-
come me little to undertake. The event thewed, that if
France had had lier Conpr), her Torenng, or her Luxem-
BURG, toO oppo{b to the confederates; the confederates might
have oppofed to her, with egual confidence, their Evcene of
Savoy, their MARLBOROUGH, or their Srarenpere  But there
is one obfervation I cannot forbear to make. The alliances
were concluded, the quotas were fettled, and the feafon for
taking the field approached, when king Wirriam died. The
event could not fail to occaficn fome confternation on one
fide, and to give fome hopes on the other ; for, notwithftand-
ing the ill fuccefs with which he made war generally, he was
looked upon as the fole centre of union that could keep to-
oether the great confederacy then forming: and how much
the French feared, from his life, had appeared a few years be-
fore, in the extravagant and indecent joy they exprefied on a
falfe report of his death. A fhort time thewed how vain the
fears of fome, and the hopes of others were. By his death,
the duke of Marisoroucu was raifed to the head of the
army, and indeed of the confederacy : where he, a new; a
private man, a fubje&, aequired by merit and by management
a more deciding influence, than high birth, confirmed autho-
rity, and cven the erown of Great Britain, .had given to king
WirLiaM. Not only all the parts of that vaft machine, the
otand alliance, were kept more compact and entire § but a
more rapid and vigorous motion was given to the whole : and,
inftead of languifhing or difaftrous campaigns, we faw every
feene of the war full of a&ion. All thofe wherein he appear-

ed, and many of thofe wherein he was not then an acor,
but abettor however of their alion, were crowned with the
moft triumphant fuccefs. I take with pleafure this opportu-
nity of doing juftice to that great man, whole  faults I
knew, whofc virtues I admired 5 and whole memory, as the

:
2 areitelt
,‘ o




446 A Sketch of the History
greatelt gencral and as the greateft minifter that our
country or perhaps any other has produced, I honor. But
befides this, the obfervation I have made comes into m
{fubject, fince it ferves to point out to your lordthip the proof
of what I fzid above, that France undertook too much, when
fhe undertook to maintain the Spanith monarchy entire in the
pofieffion of Purrre: and that we undertook no more than
what was proportionable to our ftrength, when we undertook
to weaken that monarchy by difmembering it, in the hands
of a prince of the houfe of Bourbon, which we had been
difabled by ill fortune and worfe condué to keep out of them.
It may be faid that the great fuccefs of the confederates againt
France proves that their generals were fuperior to her’s, but
not that their forces and their national firength were fo; that
with the fame force with which the was beaten, fhe might
have been victorious ; that if fhe had been fo, or if the fuc-
cefs of the war had varied, or been lefs decifive againft her
in‘Germany, in the Low Countries, and in Italy, as it was
in Spain, her ftrength would have appeared fufficient, and
that of the confederacy infufficient. Many things may be
urged to deftroy this reafoning : I content mylelf with one.
France could not long have made even the unfuccefiful ef
forts fhe did make, it England and Holland had done what
it is undeniable they had ftrength to do ; if befides pillaging,
I do not fay conquering, the Spanifh Weft Indies, they had
hindered the French from going to the South Sea ; as they did
annually during the whole courfe of the war without the leaft
moleftation, and from whence they imported into France in
that time as much filver and gold as the whole {pecies of
that kingdom amounted to. With this immenfe and con-
ftant fupply of wealth France was reduced in effe@ to bank-
ruptcy before the end of the war. How much fooner muft
fhe have been fo, if this fupply had been kept from her?
The
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'T'he confeflion of France herfelf is on my fide. She confef-
fed her.inability to fupport what fhe had undertuken, when
the {ued for peace as carly as the year one thoufand feven hun-
dred and fix. She made her utmoft efforts to anfwer the ex-
pedtation of the Sll.);miarcff:, and to keep their monarchy en-
tire. When experience had made it evident that this was be-
yond her power, fhe thought herfelf juftified to the Spanifh
nation, in confenting to a partition, and was ready to con-
clude a peace with the allies on the principles of their grand
alliance. But as France feemed to flatter herfelf, till experi-
ence made her defirous to abandon an enterprife that exceeded
her ftrength; you will find, my lord, that her enemies began
to flatter themfelves in their turn, and to form defigns and
take engagements that exceeded theirs. Great Britain was
drawn into thefe engagements little by little ; for I do not re-
member any parliamentary declaration for continuing the war
till Prrnie thould be dethroned, before the year one thoufand
feven hundred and fix : and then fuch a declaration was judg-
ed neceffary to fecond the refolution of our minifters and our
allies, in departing from the principle of the grand alliance,
and in prepofing not only the reduction of the French, but
the conqueft of the Spanith monarchy, as the objects of the
war. ‘This new plan had taken place, and we had begun to
aét upon it, two years before, when the treaty with Portugal
was concluded, and the archduke Crarris, now emperor,
was fent into Portugal firft; and into Catalonia afterwards, and
was acknowledged and fupported as king of Spain.

Waex your Jordfhip perufes the aneedotes of the times here
fpoken of, and confiders the courfe and event of the great
war which broke out on the death of the king of Spain,
Cuaruns the fecond, and was ended by the treaties of Utrecht

and Radftat; you will find, that in order to form a true
judgment
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judgment on the whole you muft confider very attentively the
great change made by the new plan that I have mentioned ;
and compare it with the plan of the grand alliance, relatively
to the general intereft of Europe, and the. particular intereft
of your own country. It will not, becaufe it cannot, be de-
nied, that all the ends of the grand alliance might have been
obtained by a peace in one thoufand feven hundred and fix.
I need not recal the events of that, and of the precedent years
of the war. Not only the arms of France had been defeat-
ed on every fide; but the inward ftate of that kingdom was
already more exhaufted than it had ever been. She went on
indeed, but fhe flaggered and recled under the burden of
the war, Our condition, I {peak of Great Britain, -was not
quite fo bad : but the charge of the war increafed annually
upon us. It was evident that this charge muft continue to
increafe, and it was no lefs evident that our nation was unable
to bear it without falling foon into fuch diftrefs; and contra&-
ing fuch'debts, as we have feen and felt, and ftill feel. The
Dutch neither reftrained their trade, nor over-loaded it with
taxes. They foon altered the proportion of their quotas, and
were deficient even after this alteration in them. But, how-
ever, it muft be allowed, that they exerted their whole firength;
and they and we paid the whole charge of the war. Since
therefore by fuch efforts as could not be continued any longer,
without opprefling and impoverithing thefe nations to a.degree
that no intercft except that of their very being, nor any en-
gagement of aflifting an alliance totis viribus can Tequire;
France was reduced, and all the ends of the war were become
attainable ; it will be worth your lordfhip’s while to confider,
why the true ufe was not made of the fuccefs of the confe:
derates againft France and Spain, and why a peace was not
concluded in the fifth year of the war. When your lord=
thip confiders this, you will compare in your thoughts what
‘ the
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the ftate of Europe would have been, and that of your own
country might have been, if the plan of the grand alliance
had been purfued ; with the poffible as well as certain, the
contingent as well as neceffary, confequences of changing this
plan in the manner it was changed. You will be of opinion,
I think, and it feems to me, after more than twenty years of
recolleétion, re-examination, and refleGion, that impartial
poflerity muft be of the fame opinion ; you will be of opi-
nion, I think, that the war was wife and juft before the change,
becaufe neceflary to maintain that equality among the powers
of Europe on which the public peace and common profperity
depends : and that it was unwife and unjuft after this change,
becaufe unneceffary to this end, and direéted to other and to
contrary ends. You will be guided by undeniable fadts to
difcover, through all the falfe colors which have been laid,
and which deceived many at the time, that the war, after this
change, became a war of paflion, of ambition, of avarice,
and of private intereft ; the private intereft of particular per-
fons and particular ftates; to which the general intereft of
Europe was facrificed {o entirely, that if the terms infifted on
by the confederates had been granted, nay if even thofe which
France was reduced to grant, in one thoufand feven hundred
and ten, had been accepted, fuch a new fyftem of power
would have been created as might have expofed the balance
of this power to deviations, and the peace of Europe to trou~
bles, not inferior to thofe that the war was defigned, when it
began, to prevent. Whilft you oblferve this in general, you
will find particular occafion to lament the fate of Great Bri~
tain, in the midft of triumphs that have been founded fo
high.  She had triumphed indeed to the year one thoufand
feven hundred and fix inclufively : but what were her triumphs
afterwards? What was her fuccefs after the proceeded on the
new plan ? I fhall fay fomething on' that head immediately.

Vor. 1L Mmm Here
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Here let me only fay, that the glory of taking towns, and
winning battles, is to be meafured by the utility that refults
from thofe viGtories. Viétories, that bring honor to the arms,
may bring fhame to the councils, of a nation. To win a
battle, to take a town, is the glory of a general, and of an
army.  Of this glory we had a very large fhare in the courfe
of the war. But the glory of a nation is to proportion the
end fhe propofes, to her intereft and her ftrength ; the means
the employs, to the ends fhe propofes, and the vigor fhe ex-
erts, to both. Of this glory, I apprehend, we have had very
little to boaft at any time, and particularly in the great con-
junéture of which I am fpeaking. The reafons of ambition,
avarice, and private intereft, which engaged the princes and
ftates of the confederacy to depar: from the principles of the
grand alliance, were no reafons for Great Britain. She neither
expeted nor defired any thing more than what fhe might have
obtained by adhering to thofe principles. What hutried our
nation then, with fo much {pirit and ardor, into thofe of the
new plan? Your lordfhip will anfwer this queftion to yourfelf,
I believe, by the prejudices and rafhnefs of party ; by the in-
fluence that the firft fuccefles of the confederate arms gave to
our minifters ; and the popularity that they gave, if I may
fay fo, to the war ; by ancient and fre(h refentments, which
the unjuft and violent ufurpations, in {hort the whole condu&
of Lewis the fourteenth for forty years together, his haughty
treatment of other princes and ftates, and even the flile of
his court, had created ; and, to mention no more, by a no-
tion, groundlefs but prevalent, that he was and would be maf-
ter as long as his grandfon was king of Spain, and that there
could be no effeual meafure taken, tho the grand alliance
{uppofed that there might, to prevent a future union of the
two monarchies, as long as a prince of the houfe of Bourbon
fat on the Spanith throne. That fuch a notion fhould have

prevailed,
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prevailed, in the firft confufion of thoughts which the ‘death
and will of Cuaries the fecond produced, among the gene-
rality of men, who faw the fleets and armies of France take
pofleflion of all the parts of the Spanith monarchy, is not to
be wondered at by thofe that confider how ill the generality
of mankind are informed, how incapable they are of judging,
and yet how ready to pronounce judgment; in fine, how
inconfiderately they follow one another in any popular opi-
nion which the heads of party broach, or to which the firft
appearances of things have given occafion. But, even at this
time, the councils of England and Holland did not entertain
this notion. They acted on quite another, as might be {thewn
in many inftances, if any other befides that of the grand alli-
ance was neceffary. When thefe councils therefore feemed to
entertain this notion afterwards, and acted and took engage-
ments to a& upon it, we muft conclude: that they had other
motives. They could not have thefe ; for they knew, that as
the Spaniards had been driven by the two treaties of partition
to give their monarchy to a prince of the houfe of Bourbon,
fo they were driven into the arms of France by the war that
we made to force a third upon them. If we acted rightly
on the principles of the grand alliance, they acted rightly on
thofe of the will: and if we could not avoid making an of-
fenfive war, at the expence of forming and maintaining a vaft
confederacy, they could not aveid purchafing the proteétion
and affiftance of France in a defenfive war, and efpecially in
the beginning of it, according to what I have fomewhere ob-
ferved already, by yielding to the authority and admitting the
influence of that court in all the affairs of their government.
Our minifters knew therefore, that if any inference was to be
drawn from the firft part of this notion, it was for {hortening,
not prolonging, the war ; for delivering the Spaniards as {foon
as pollible from habits of union and intimacy with France;

Mmm2 not
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not for continuing them under the fame neceffity, till by
length of time thefe habits thould be confirmed. As to the
latter part of this notion, they knew that it was falfe, and
lly. Garra, the beft natured ingenious wild man I ever
knew, might be in the right, when he fid, in fome of his
poems at that time,

€ ——uv An Auflrian prinee alone
¢ Is fit to nod upon a Spanifth throne.”

The fetting an Auftrian prince upon it was, no doubt, the
fureft expedient to prevent an union of the two monarchies of
France and Spain; juft as fetting a prince of the houfe
of Bourbon on that throne was the fureit expedient to pre-
vent an union of the Imperial and Spanifh crowns, But
it was equally falfe to fay, in either cafe, that this was the
fole expedient. It would be no paradox, but a prepofition
eafily proved, to advance, that if thefe unions had been effec-
tually provided againft, the general intereft of Europe would
have been little concerned whether Puinip or Crarrgs had
nodded at Madrid It would be likewife no paradox to fay,
that the contingency of uniting France and Spain under the
fame prince appeared more remote, about the middle of the
laft great war, when the dethronement of Purrie in favor of
CrarLes was made a condition of peace fine qua non, than
the contingency of an union of the Imperial and Spanith
crowns. Nay, I know not whether it would be 2 paradox to
affirm, that the expedicnt that was taken, and that was al-
ways cbvious to be taken, of excluding Pureie and his race
from the fucceflion of France, by creating an intereft in all
the other princes of the blood, and by confequence a party in:
France itfelf, for their exclufion, whenever the cafe fhould
happen, was not in it’s nature more efe@ual than any that

4 could
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could have been taken : and fome muft have been taken, nct
only to exclude CuarLes from the empire whenever the cale
fhould happen that happened foon, the death of his brother
Josern without ifluc male, but his pofterity likewife in all fu-
ture vacancies of the imperial throne. The expedient that
was taken againft Puriie at the treaty of Utrecht, they who
oppofed the peace attempted to ridicule ; but fome of them
have had occafion fince that time to fee, tho the cafe has
not happened, how effectual it would have been if it had:
and he, who fhould go about to ridicule it after our experi-
ence, would only make himfelf ridiculous. Notwithftanding
all this, he who tranfports himfelf back to that time, muit
acknowledge, that the confederated powers in general could
not but be of Garra’s mind, and think it more agreeable
to the common intereft of Europe, that a branch of Auftria
than a branch of Bourbon, fhould gather the Spanith fuccel-
fion, and that the maritime powers, as they are called imper-
tinently enough with refpe to the fuperiority of Great Bri-
tain, might think it was for their particular intereft to-have a

prince, dependant for fome time at leaft on them, king of
p p ) &

Spain, rather than a prince wholc dependance, as long as ke
ftood in apy, muft be naturally on France. Ido not fay, as
fome have done, a prince whofe family was an old. ally, ra-
ther than a prince whofe family was an old enemy ; becaufe I
Iy no weight on the gratitude of princes, and am as much
perfuaded that an Auftrian king of Spain would have made
us returns of that fort in no other proportion than of his want
of us, as I am that PuiLie and his race will make no other
returns of the fame fort to France. If this affair had been
entire, therefore, on the death of the king of Seain; if we
had made no partition, nor he any will, the whole monarchy
of Spain would have been the prize to be fought for: and
our withes, and fuch efforts as we were able to make, in thfr.;:E

moft:
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moft unprovided condition imaginable, muft have been on
the fide of Auftria, But it was far from being entire. A
prince of the houfe of Auftria might have been on the fpor,
before the king of Srarn died, to gather his f{ucceflion ; but
inftead of this a prince of the houfe of Bourbon was there
foon afterwards, and took poffeflion of the whole monarchy,
to which he had been called by the late king’s will, and by
the voice of the Spanifh nation. The councils of England
and Holland therefore preferred very wifely, by their engage-
ments in the grand alliance, what was more pradticable tho
lefs eligible, to what they deemed more eligible, but faw be-
come by the courfe of events, if not abfolutely impra&icable,
yet an enterprife of more length, more difficulty, and greater
expence of blood and treafure, than thefe nations were able
to bear; or than they ought to bear, when their fecurity and
that of the reft of Europe might be fufficiently provided for
at a cheaper rate. If the confederates could not obtain, by
the force of their arms, the ends of the war, laid down in
the grand alliance, to what purpofe would it be to ftipulate
for more? And if they were able to obtain thefe, it was evi-
dent that, whilft they difmembered the Spanifh monarchy,
they muft reduce the power of France.  This happened ; the
 Low Countries were conquered ; the French were driven out
of Germany and Italy : and Lewis the fourteenth, who had
o long and {o lately fet mankind at defiance, was reduced to
fue for peace.

Tr it had been granted him in one thoufand feven hundred
‘and fix, on what foot muft it have been granted ? The allies
had already in their power all the ftates that were to compofe
the realonable fatisfaction for the emperor. 1 fay, in their
power ; becaufe tho Naples and Sicily were not actually re-
duced at that time, yet the expulfion of the French out of

Italy,
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Italy, and the difpofition ef the people of thofe kingdoms

confidered, it was plain the allies might reduce them whe

they pleafed. The confederate arms were {uperior till then in
Spain, and feveral provinces acknowledged Crarris the third..
If the reft had been yielded to him by treaty, all that the
new plan required had been obtained. If the French would
not yet have abandoned Pririe, as we had found that the
Caftilians would not even when our army was at Madrid, all
that the old plan, the plan of the grand alliance- required,
had been obtained ; but ftill France and Spain had given no-
thing to purchafe a peace, and they were in circumf{tances not:
to expe& it without purchafing it. They would have pur-
chafed it, my lord: and France, as well as Spain, would have
contributed a larger (hare of the price, rather than continue-
the war, in her exhaufted ftate. Such a treaty of peace would
have been a third treaty of partition indeed,. but vaftly prefer-
able to the two former. The great objeétion to the former
was drawn from that confiderable increafe of dominion, which
the crown of France, and not a branch of the houfe of Bour-
bon, acquired by them. I know what may be faid {pecioudly
enough to perfuade, that fuch an increafe of dominion would
not have augmented, but would rather have weakened the
power of France; and what examples may be drawn from
hiftory to countenance fuch an opinion. I know likewiic,
that the compact figure of France, and the contiguity of all
her provinces, make a very eflential part of the. force of her
monarchy. Had the defigns of Cuarves the eighth; Lewis
the twelfth, Francis the firft, and Henry the fecond,. fuc-
ceeded, the dominions of France, would have been more ex-
tenfive, and I believe. the firength- of her; monarchy would
have been lefs. I have fometimes thought that even the. lofs
of the battle of St. Quentin, which obliged Hexry the fe-

cond to recal the duke of Guise with his army out of Italy,
wass
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was in this refpe& no unhappy event. But the reafoning
which is good, T think, when applied to thofe times, will not
hold when applied to ours, and to the cafe I confider here ;
the flate of France, the flate of her neighbors, and the whole
conftitution of Europe being fo extremely different. The ob-
jection therefore to the two treaties of partition had a real
weight. The power of France, deemed already exorbitant,
would have been increafed by this acceflion of dominion, in
the hands of Lewis the fourteenth : and the ufe he intended to
make of it, by keeping Italy and Spain in awe, appears in the
article that gave him the ports on the Tufcan coaft, and the
province of Guipufcoa. This king Wirrtam might, and, T
queftion not, did fee; ‘but that prince might think too, that
for this very reafon Lewrs the fourteenth would adhere, in all
events, to the treaty of partition': and that thefe confequences
were more remote, and would be lefs dangerous, than thofe
of making no partition at all. The partition, even the worlt
that might have been made, by a treaty of peace in one thou-
fand feven hundred and fix, would have been the very reverfe
of this. France would have been weakened, and her enemies
ftrengthened, by her conceflions on the fide of the Low Coun-
tries, of Germany and Savoy. If a prince of her royal fa-
mily had remained in poffeflion of Spain and the Weft-Indies,
no advantage would have accrued to her by it, and effeGual
bars would have been oppofed to an union of the two mo-
narchies. The houfe of Auftria would have had a reafonable
fatisfaction for that fthadow of right, which a former parti-
tion gave her.  She had no other after the will of Craarrzs
the fecond : and this may be juftly termed a fhadow, fince
England, Holland, and France could confer no real right to
the Spanifh fucceflion, nor to any part of it. She had de-
clined acceding to that partition, before France departed from
it, and would have preferred the Italian provinces, without

Spain
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Spain and the Weft-Indies, to Spain and the Weft-Indies with-
out the Italian provinces. The Italian provinces would have
fallen to her fhare by this partition. The particular demands
of England and Holland would have {uffered no difhculty, and
thofe that we were obliged by treaty to make for others would
have been cafy to adjuft. Would not this have been enough,
my lord, for the public fecurity, for the common intereft, and
for the glory of our arms ? To have humbled and reduced,
in five campaigns, a power that had difturbed and infulted
Europe almoft forty years; to have reftored, in fo thort a
time, the balance of power in Europe to a fufficient point of
equality, after it had been more than fifty years, that is from
the treaty of Weftphalia, in a gradual deviation from this
point ; in fhort to have retrieved, in one thoufand feven hun-
dred and fix, a game that was become defperate at the be-
ginning of the century. To have done all this, before the
war had exhaufted our ftrength, was the utmoft {ure that any
man could defire who intended the public good alone: and
no honeft reafon ever was, nor ever will be given, why the
war was protracted any longer ; why we neither made peace
after a fhort, vigorous, and fuccefsful war, nor put it entirely
out of the power of France to continue at any rate a long
one. Ihave faid, and it is true, that this had been en-
tirely out of her power, if we had given greater interruption
to the commerce of Old and New Spain, and if we had hin-
dered France from importing annually, from the year one
thoufand feven hundred and two, fuch immenfe treafures as
the did import by the fhips the fent, with the permiflion of
Spain, to the South Sea. It has been advanced, and 1t 1s 2
common opinion, that we were reftrained by the jealouly of
the Dutch from making ufe of the liberty given by treaty to
them and us, and which, without his imperial majefty’s leave,
fince we entered into the war, we might have taken, of mak-
Vor. 1L N nn ing
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ing conquefts in the Spanith Weft-Indies. Be it fo, But to
go to the South Seas, to trade there if we could, to pillage
the Weft-Indies without making conquefts if we could not,
and, whether we traded or whether we pillaged, to hinder
the French from trading there; was a meafure that would
have given, one ought to think, no jealoufy to the Dutch,
who might, and it is to be fuppofed would, have taken their
part in thefe expeditions; or if it had given them jealoufy,
what could they have replied when a Britith minifter had told
. them: ¢ That it little became them to find fault that we
« traded with or pillaged the Spaniards in the Weft-Indies to
“ the detriment of our common enemy, whilft we connived
¢ at them who traded with this enemy to his and their great
« advantage, againft our remonftrances, and in violation of the
“ condition upon which we had given the firft augmentation
“ of our forces in the Low Countries?” We might have pur-
fued this meafure notwithftanding any engagement that we
tock by the treaty with Portugal, if I remember that treaty
right : but inftead of this, we wafted our forces, and fquan-
dered millions after millions in fupporting our alliance with
this crown, and in purfuing the chimerical proje® which was
made the obje of this alliance. I call it chimerical, becaufe
it was equally fo, to expe a revolution in favor of Cuariris
the third on the flender authority of fuch a trifler as the ad-
miral of Caftile ; and, when this failed us, to hope to conquer
Spain by the afliftance of the Portuguefe, and the revolt of
the Catalans. Yet this was the foundation upon which the
new plan of the war was built, and {0 many ruinous engage-
ments were taken.

Tue particular motives of private men, as well as of princes
and ftates, to protrac the war, are partly known, and partly
guefled, at this time. But whenever that time comes, and

I
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I am perfuaded it will come, when their fecret motives, their
fecret defigns, and intrigues, can be laid open, I prefume to
fay to your lordfhip that the moft confufed {cene of iniquity,
and folly, that it is poffible to imagine, will appear. In the
mean while, if your lordfhip confiders only the treaty of bar-
rier, as my lord TownsuEnb figned it, without, nay in truth,
againft orders; for the duke of MarreoroUGH, tho joint ple-
nipotentiary, did not: if you confider the famous prelimina-
ries of one thoufand feven hundred and nine, which we made
a mock-fhew of ratifying, tho we knew that they would not
be accepted ; for {o the marquis of Torcy had told the pen-
fionary before he left the Hague, as the faid marquis has af-
fured me very often fince that time : if you enquire into the
anecdotes of Gertruydenberg, and if you confult other authen-
tic papers that are extant, your lordfhip will fee the policy of
the new plan, I think, in this light. Tho we had refufed,
before the war began, to enter into engagements for the con-
queft of Spain, yet as foon as it began, when the reafon of
things was ftill the fame, for the fuccefs of our firft campaign
cannot be faid to have altered it, we entered into thefe very
engagements. By the treaty wherein we took thefe engage-
ments firft, Portugal was brought into the grand alliance ;
that is, the confented to employ her formidable forces againft
Puivir, at the expence of England and Holland, provided we
would debar ourfelves from making any acquifitions, and the
houfe of Auftria promife, that the thould acquire many im-
portant places in Spain, and an immenfe extent of country in
America, By fuch bargains as this, the whole confederacy
was formed, and held together. Such means were indeed ef-
feGtual to multiply enemies to France and Spain; but a pro-
je& fo extenfive and fo difficult as to make many bargains of
this kind neceffary, and neceffary for a great number of years,
and for a very uncertain event, was a projeét into which, for
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this very reafon, England and Holland fhould not have en-
tered. It is worthy your obfervation, my lord, that thefe bad
bargains would not have been continued, as they were almoft
to our immediate ruin, if the war had not been protracted
under the pretended neceflity of reducing the whole Spanifh
monarchy. to the obedience of the houfe of Auftria. Now,
as no other confederate except Portugal was to receive his re-
compence by any difmemberment of dominions in Old of
New Spain, the engagements we took to conquer this whole
monarchy had no vifible neceffary caufe, but the procuring
the acceflion of this power, that was already neuter, to the
grand alliance.  This acceffion, as I have faid before, ferved
only to make us negle¢t immediate and certain advantages,
for remote and uncertain hopes ; and chufe to attempt the
conqueft of the Spanifh nation at our own vaft expence, whom
we might have ftarved, and by ftarving reduced both the
French and them, at their expence.

I caviep the neceflity of reducing the whole Spanifh mo-
narchy to the obedience of the houfe of Auftria; a pretended
neceflity : and pretended it was, not real, without doubt. But
I am apt to think your lordthip may go further, and find
{fome reafons to fufped, that the opinion itfelf of this neceflity
was not very real, in the minds of thofe who urged it: in the
minds I would fay of the able men among them ; for that it
was real in fome of our zealous Britith politicians, I do them
the juftice to believe. Your lordthip may find reafons to fuf
pect perhaps, that this opinion was fet up rather to oceafion
a diverfion of the forces of France, and to furnifh pretences
for prolonging the war for other ends.

Brrore the year one thoufand feven hundred and ten, the
war was kept alive with alternate fuccefs in Spain ; and it

may
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may be faid therefore, that the defign of conquering this king-
dom continued, as well as the hopes of {ucceeding. But why
then did the States General refufe, in one thoufand feven hun-
dred and nine, to admit an atticle in the barrier treaty, by
which they would have obliged themiclves to procure the
whole Spanith monarchy to- the houfe of Auftsia, when that
zealous politician my lord TowNsHEND prefled them to it?
If their opinion of the neceflity of carrying on the war, till
this point could be obtained, was real why did they rifque
the immenfe advantages given them with fo much profufe ge-
nerofity by this treaty, rather than confent to an engagement
that was {o conformable to their opinion ?

Arrer the year one thoufand feven hundred and ten, it
will not be faid, I prefume, that the war could be fupported
in Spain. with any profpedt of advantage on our fide. We
had fufficiently experienced how: little dependance could be
had on the vigor of the Portuguefe ; and how firmly. the Spa~
nifh nation in gencral, the Caftilians in particular, were at-
tached to PuiLe.  Our armies had been twice at Madrid,
this prince had. been twice driven from his capital, his rival
had been: there; none ftirred in favor of the victorious, all
wifhed and aced for the vanquithed. ~In fhort, the falthood:
of all thofe lures, by which we had been enticed to make war in
Spain, had appeared fufficiently in one thoufand {even hundred
and fix; but was fo grofly evident in one thoufand feven .hun-
dred and ten, that Mr. Cracas, who was. fent towards. the
end of that year by Mr. StaNHOPE into- England, on com--
miflions which he executed with much good feafe and: much
addrefs, owned to me,. that-in Mr. STANHOPE S opinion,. and
he was not apt to defpond of fuccefs,. efpecially in.the execu~
tion of his own projeds; nothing could be done more. 1n:

Spain, the general attachment of. the people to. Purrip;. and!
: thein
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their averfion to Cuarres confidered : that armies of twenty
or thirty thoufand men might walk about that country till
dooms-day, fo he exprefled himfelf, without effe@ :  that
wherever they came, the people would {fubmit to Cuarves the
third out of terror, and as foon as they were gone, proclaim
Puiir the fifth again out of affection : that to conquer Spain
required a great army ; and to keep it, a greater.

Was it poflible, after this, to think in good earneft of con-
quering Spain, and could they be in good earneft who conti-
nued to hold the fame language, and to infit on the fame
meafures ? Could they be fo in the following year, when the
emperor Josepn died ? Caarres was become then the fole fur-
viving male of the houfe of Auftria, and fucceeded to.the
empire as well as to all the hereditary dominions of that fa-
mily. Could they be in earneft who maintained, even in this
conjuncture, that « no peace could be fafe, honorable, or
¢ lafting, fo long as the kingdom of Spain and the Weft-In-
‘¢ dies remained in the pofieflion of any branch of the houfe
¢ of Bourbon ?’ Did they mean that Cuarvres fhould be em-
peror and king of Spain ? In this project they would have had
the allies againft them. Did they mean to call the duke of
Savoy to the crown of Spain, or to beftow it on fome other
prince ? In this project they would have had his imperial ma-
Jefty againft them. In either cafe the confederacy would have
been broken : and how then would they have continued the
war ? Did they mean nothing, or did they mean fomething
more than they owned, {fomething more than to reduce the
exorbitant power of France, and to force the whole Spanifth
monarchy out of the houfe of Bourbon ?

Borw thefe ends might have been obtained at Gertruyden-
berg. Why were they not obtained ? Read the preliminaries
3 of
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of onethoufand feven hundred and nine, which were made
the foundation of this treaty. Inform yourfelf of what paffed
there, and obferve what followed. Your lordfhip will remain
aftonithed. I remain fo every time I refle® upon them, tho
I faw thefe things at no very great diftance, even whilt they
were in tranfaction ; and tho I know moft certainly that
France loft, two years before, by the little fkill and addrefs
of her principal * minifter, in anfwering overtures made dur-
ing the fiege of Lifle by a principal perfon among the allies,
fuch an opportunity, and fuch a correfpondence, as would
have removed fome of the obftacles that lay now in her way,
have prevented others, and have procured her peace. An
equivalent for the thirty-feventh article of the preliminaries,
that is, for the ceflion of Spain and the Weft-Indies, was the
point to be difcuffed at Gertruydenberg. Naples and Sicily,
or even Naples and Sardinia would have contented the French,
at leaft they would have accepted them as the equivalent.
Buys and Vaxperpussen, who treated with them, reported
this to the minifters of the allies: and it was upon this occa-
fion that the duke of MarLBorOUGH, as Buys himfelf told
me, took immediately the lead, and congratulated the aflem-
bly on the near approach of a peace; faid, that fince the
French were in this difpofition, it was time to confider what
further demands fhould be made upon them, according to the
liberty referved in the preliminaries; and exhorted all the
minifters of the allies to adjuft their feveral ulterior preten-
fions, and to prepare their demands.

Tuis proceeding, and what followed, put me in mind
of that of the Romans with the Carthaginians. The former
were refolved to confent to no peace till Carthage was laid

* CHAMILLARD.
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in ruins. 'They fet a treaty however on foot, at the requelt
of their old enemy, impofed fome terms, and referred them
to their penerals for the rc& Their gcnem]s purfued the fame
method, and, by referving ftill a rlght of making ulterior de-
mands, they reduced the Carthaginians at laft to the neceflity
of abandoning their city, or of continuing the war after the
had given up “their arms, their rmchmes, and their fleet, in

hopes of peace,

France faw the {nare, and refolved to run any rifque ra-
ther than to be caught in it. We continued to demand, un-
der pretence of fecuring the ceflion of Spain and the Weft-
Indies, that Lewrs the fourteenth fhould take on him to de-
throne his grandfon in the {fpace of two months; and, if he
did not effe& it in that time, that we fhould be at liberty to
renew the war without reftoring the places that were to be
put into our hands according to the preliminaries ; which
were the moft important places France poffefled on the fide of
the Low-Countries. - Lewis offered to abandon his‘grandfon ;
and, if he could not prevail on him to refign, to furnifh mo-
ney to the allies, who might at the expence of France ' force
him to evacuate Spain. The propofition made by the ‘allies
had an air of inhumanity: and the reft of mankind might be
fhocked to {ee the grandfather obliged to make war on his
grandfon. But Lrwis the fourteenth had treated mankind
with too much inhumanity in his profperous days, to have any
reafon to complain even of this propofition. His people in-
deed, who are apt to have great partiality for their kings,
mlcrht plty his diftrefs.  This happened and he found his ac-
countinit,  Purnie muft have evacuated Spain, I think, not-
withftanding his own obftinacy, the {pirit of his queen, and the
rcfolute attachment of the Spaniards, if his grandfather had
infifted, and been in cameft to force him. But if this expe-
dient
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dient was, as it was, odious, why did we prefer to continue
the war againft France and Spain, rather than accept the
other ! why did we neglect the opportunity of reducing, ef-
feQually and 1'mn€dlatc_lv, the exorbitant power of France,
and of rendering the conqucf’c of Spain pradticable ? both
which might have been brought about, and confequently the
avowed ends of the war might have been an{wered, by accept-
ing the expedient that France offered. < France,” it was faid,
¢ was not fincere: fhe meant nothing more than to amufe,
¢ and divide.” This reafon was given at the time; but fome
of thofe who gave it then, I have feen athamed to infift on it
fince. France was not in a condition to aé the part {he had
aéted in former treaties: and her diftrefs was no bad pledge
of her fincerity on this occafion. But there was a better fill.
The ftrong places that fhe muft have put into the hands of the
allies, would have ex pofed her, on the leaft breach of faith,
to fee, not her frontier alone, but even the provinces that ]1e
behind it, defolated : and prince Eucene might have had the
fatisfadion, it is faid, I know not how truly, he defired, of
marching with the torch in his hand to Verfailles.

Your lordthip will obferve, that the conferenccs at Ger-
truydenberg fnd'nw in the manner they did, the inflexibility
of the allies gave new life and fpirit to the French and Spanith
nations, dm.uiud and exhaufted as they were. The troops
of the former withdrawn out of Spain, and the Spaniards left
to defend themfelves as they Cfﬂl]d the Spaniards alone obliged
us to retreat from ;‘,._umi and c_-..tLatLd us in our retreat,
But your lord(hip may think perhaps, as I do, that if Lewis
the fourteenth had bound himfelf by a folemn treaty to aban-
don his grandfon, had paid a fubfidy to dethrone him, and
had confented to acknowledge another king of Spain, the
Spaniards would not have exerted the fame zeal for Paivir;
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the adions of Almenara and Saragoffa might have been decifive,
and thofe of Brihuega and Villa Viciofa would not Lave hap-
pened.  After all thefe events, how could any reafonable man
expect that a war thould be fupported with advantage in Spain,
to which the court of Vienna had contributed nothing from
the firft, fcarce bread to their archduke; which Portugal
waged faintly and with deficient quotas ; and which the Dutch
had in a manner renounced, by negle@ing to recruit their
forces ? How was Cuarves to be placed on the Spanith throne,
or PriLir at leaft be driven out of it? By the fuccefs of the
confederate arms in other parts. But what fuccefs, fufficient
to this purpofe, could we expect ? This queftion may be an{wer-
ed beft, by fhewing what fuccefs we had.

Portucar and Savoy did nothing before the death of
the emperor Josern ; and declared in form, as foon as he
was dead, that they would carry on the war no lenger to
fec the crown of Spain on the head of Cuaries, fince this
would be to fight againft the very principle they had fought
for. The Rhine was a fcene of ina&ion. The fole efforts,
that were to bring about the great event of dethroning Privir,
were thofe which the duke of MarrsoroucH was able to
make. He took three towns in one thoufand feven hundred
and ten, Aire, Bethune, and St. Venant : and one, Bouchain,
in one thoufand feven hundred and eleven. Now this conqueft
being in fact the only one the confederates made that year,
Bouchain may be faid properly and truly to have coft our na-
tion very near {even millions fterling; for your lordfhip will
find, I believe, that the charge of the war for that year
ameounted to no lefs. It is true that the duke of Marigo-
roucH had propofed a very great projed, by which incurfions
would have been made during the winter into France ; the
next campaign might have been opened early on our fide ;
and
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and feveral other great and obvious advantages might. have
been obtained : but the Dutch refufed to contribute, even lefs
than their proportion, for the queen had offered to take the

deficiency on herfelf, to the expence of barracks and forage ;
and dliﬂp pointed by their obftinacy the whole defign.

We were then amufed with vifionary fchemes of march-
ing our whole army, in a year or two more, and after a town
or two more were taken, duc&ly to Paris, or at leaft in the
heart of France. But was this fo eafy or fo fure a game ?
The French expe@ed we would play it. Their generals had
vifited the feveral pofts they might take, when our army fhould
enter France, to retard, to incommode, to diftrels us in our
march, and even to make a decifive ftand and to give us bat-
tle. I take what I fay herc from indifputable authority, that
of the perfons confulted and employed in preparing for this
great diftrefs. Had we been beaten, or had we been forced
to retire towards our own frontier in the Low Countries, after
penetrating into France, the hopes on which we protracted
the war would have been difappointed, and, I think, the moft
fanguine would have then repented refufing the offers made
at Gertruydenberg.  But if we had beaten the French, for it
was {carce lawful in thofe days of our prefumption to fuppofe
the contrary ; would the whole monarchy of Spain have been
our immediate and certain prize ? Suppofe, and 1 {fuppofe it
on good grounds, my lord, that the French had refolved to
defend their country inch by inch, and that Lewis the four-
teenth had determined to retire with his court to Lyons or

elfewhere, and to defend the pa ﬁaqe of the Loire, when Le
could no longer defend that of the Seine, rather than fubmit
to the terms 1111po;ed on him : what fhould we have done in
this cafe ? Muft we not have acceptcd fuch a peace as we had
refufed ; or have protra¢ted the war till we had conquered

O oo 2 France
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France firft, in order to conquer Spain afterwards ? Did we
hope for revolutions in France ? We had hoped for them in
Spain : and we fhould have been bubbles of our hopes in
both. That there was a {pirit raifed againft the government
of I.ewis the fourteenth, in his court, nay in his family, and
that ftrange {chemes of private ambition were formed and
torming there, I cannot doubt: and fome effe@s of this {pirit
produced perhaps the greateft mortifications that he fuffered
in the latter part of his reign.

A Lient inftance of this fpirit is all I will quote at this
time. [ {upped, in the year one thouland feven hundred and
fifteen, at a houfe in France, where two * perfons of no {mall
figure, who had been in great company that night, arrived
very late.  The eonverfation turned on the events of the prece-
dent war, and the negotiations of the late peace. In the pro-
cefs of the converfation, one of them + broke loofe, and faid;
dire¢ting his dilcourfe to me, ¢ Vousauriez pu nous éerafer dans
“ ce tems-la : pourquoi ne I'avez-vous pas fait * I anfwered
him cooly, ¢ Par ce que dans ce tems-]d nous n’avons plus
¢ craint vbtre puiffance.” This anecdote, too trivial for hiftory,
may find it’s place in a letter, and may {erve to confirm what
I have admitted, that there were perfons even in France, who
expeted to find their private account in the diftrefs of their
country. But thefe perfons were a few, men of wild imagi-
nations and ftrong paflions, more enterprifing than capable,
and of more name than credit. In general, the endeavors of
Lewis the fourteenth, and the facrifices he offered to make
in order to obtain a peace, had attached his people more than
ever to him : and if Lewrs had determined not to go any
farther than he had offered at Gertruydenberg, in abandon-

* The dukes de La Fruirnape and MoORTEMAR.
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ing his grandfon, the French nation would not have aban-
doned him. '

Bur to refume what I have faid or hinted already ; the
neceflary confequences of protra&ing the war in order to de-
throne PuivLip, from the year one thoufand feven hundred and
eleven inclufively, could be no other than thefe : our defign
of penetrating into France might have been defeated, and
have become fatal to us by a reverfe of fortune: our firft
fuccefs might not have obliged the French to fubmit; and we
might have had France to conquer, after we had failed in our
firft attempt to conquer Spain, and even in order to proceed
to a fecond : the French might have fubmitted, and the Spa-
niards not; and whilft the former had been employed to foree
the latter, according to the fcheme of the allies; or whilft,
the latter {ubmitting likewife, Puirir had evacuated Spain,
the high allies might have gone together by the ears about di-
viding the {peil, and difpofing of the crown of Spain. To
thefe iffues were things brought by protraéting the war; by
refuling to make peace; on the principles of the grand alliance.
at worlt, in one thoufand feven hundred and fix ; and by re-
fufing to grant it, even on thole of the new plan, in one thou-
fand feven hundred and ten. Such contingent events as I have
mentioned {tood in profpect before us. ‘Lhe end of the war
was removed out of fight; and they, who clamored rather
than argued for the continuation of it, contented themfelves
to affirm, that France was not enough reduced, and that no
peace ought to be made as long as a prince of the houfe of
Bourbon remained on a Spanifh throne. When they would
think France enough reduced, it was impofiible to guels
Whether they intended to join the Imperial and Spanifh
crowns on the head of Cruarres, who had declared his irrevo-
cable refolution to continue the war till the conditions infifted

upon




470 A Sketch of the History

upon at Gertruydenberg were obtained : whether they intend-
ed to beftow Spain and the Indies on fome other prince ; and
how this great alteration in their own plan fhould be effected
by common confent: how pofleffion fhould be given to
CHaRrLEs, or any other prince, not only of Spain but of all
the Spanith dominions out of Europe, where the attachment
to PurLie was at leaft as firong as in Caftile, and where it
would not be fo cafy, the diftance and extent of thefe domi-
nions confidered, to oblige the Spaniards to fubmit to another
government: Thefe points, and many more equally neceflary
to be determined, and equally difficult to prepare, were nei-
ther determined nor prepared ; {o that we were reduced to
carry on the war, after the death of the emperor Josery,
without any pofitive fcheme agreed to, as the {cheme of the
future peace, by the allies. That of the grand alliance we
had long before renounced. That of the new plan was be-
come ineligible; and, if it had been eligible, it would have
been impracticable, becaufe of the divifion it would have
created among the allies themfelves : feveral of whom would
not have confented, notwithftanding his irrevocable refolution,
that the emperor fhould be king of Spain. ' I know nct what
part the protra&ers of the war, in the depth of their policy,
intended to take. OQur nation had contributed, and a&ed fo
long under the dire@ion of their councils, for the grandeur
of the houfe of Aufiria, like one of the hereditary kingdom:s
ufurped by that family, that it is lawful to think ‘their inten-
tion might be to unite the Imperial and Spanifh crowns. But
I rather think they had no very determinate view, be-
yond that of continuing the war as long as they could. The
late lord Oxrorp told me, that my lord Somers being pref-
fed, I know not on what occafion nor by whom, on the un-

neceflary and ruinous continuation of the war ; inftead of
giving reafons to thew the neceflity of it, contented himfeif
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to reply, that he had been bred up in a hatred of France,
This was a flrange reply for a wife man : and yet I know not
whether he could have given a better then, or whether any of
his pupils could give a better now.

Tar whig party in general acquired great and juft popu-
larity, in the reign of our Cuarves the fecond, by the cla-
mor they raifed againft the condud of that prince in foreign
affairs. ~ They who fucceeded to the name rather than the
principles of this party, after the revolution, and who have
had the adminiftration of the government in their hands with
very little interruption ever fince, pretending to a& on the
fame principle, have run into an extreme as vicious and as
contrary to all the rules of good policy, as that which their
predeceflors exclaimed againft. The old whigs complained of
the inglorious figure we made, whilft our court was the bub-
ble, and cur king the penfioner of France ; and infifted that
the growing ambition and power of Lewis the fourtcenth
{hould be oppofed in time. The modern whigs boafted, and
ftill boatt, of the glorious figure we made, whilft we reduced
ourfelves, by their councils, and under their adminiftrations,
to be the bubbles of our penfioners, that is of our allies: and
whillt we meafured our efforts in war, and the continuation
of them, without any regard to the interefts and abilities of
our own country, without a juft and fober regard, fuch an
one as contemplates objects in their true light and fees them
in their true magnitude, to the general fyflem of power in
Europe; and, in fhort, with a principal regard merely to par-
ticular intercfts at home and-abroad. 1 fay at home and
abroad ; becaufe it is not lefs true, that they have facrificed
the wealth of their country to the forming and maintaining
a party at home, than that they have done fo to the forming
and maintaining, beyond all pretences of neceffity, alliances

5 abroad.
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abroad, Thele general affertions may be eafily juftified with-
out having recourfe to private anecdotes, as your lordthip will
find when you confider the whole feries of our condu& in
the two wars; in that which preceded, and that which fuc-
ceeded immediately the beginning of the prefent century, but
above all in the laft of them. In the adminiftrations that pre-
ceded the revolution, trade had forithed, and our nation
had grown opulent : but the general intereft of Europe had
been too much negle@ed by us; and flavery, under the um-
brage of prerogative, had been well-nigh eftablifhed among
us, In thofe that have followed, taxes upon taxes, and debts
upon debts, bave been perpetually accumulated, till a {mall
number of families have grown into immenfe wealth, and
national beggary has been brought upon us ; uader the fpeci-
ous pretences of {upporting a common caufe againft France,
reducing her exorbitant power, and poifing that of Europe
more equally in the public balance : laudable defigns no doubt,
as far as they were real, but fuch as, being converted into
mere pretences, bave been producive of much evil ; fome of
which we feel and have long felt, and fome will extend it’s
confequences to our lateft pofterity. The reign of prerogative
was {hort : and the cvils and the dangers, to which we were
expofed by it, ended with it. But the reign of falfe and
{quandering policy has lafted long, it lafts ftill, and will finally
complete our ruin. Beggary has been the confequence of fla~
very in fome countries: flavery will be probably the confe-
quence of beggary in ours; and if itis {o, we know at whofe
door to lay it. If we had finithed the war in one thoufand
feven hundred and fix, we fhould have reconciled, like a wife
people, our foreign and our domeftic interefts as nearly as
pollible :: we fhould have fecured the former fufficiently, and
not have facrificed the latter as entirely as we did by the
profecution of the war afierwards. You will not be able
to
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to fee without aftonifhment, how the charge of the war increafed
yearly upon us from the beginning of it; nor how immenfe
a fum we paid in the courfe of it to fupply the deficiencies
of our confederates. Your aftonithment, and indignation
too, will increafe when you come to compare the progrefs that
was made from the year one thoufand feven hundred and fix
exclufively, with the expence of more than thirty millions, I
do not exaggerate tho I write upon memory, that this pro-
grefs coft us to the year one thoufand feven hundred and
eleven inclufively. Upon this view your lordfhip will be
perfuaded that it was high time to take the refolution of
making peace, when the queen thought fit to change her
miniftry towards the end of the year one thoufand feven hun-
dred and ten. It was high time indeed to fave our country
from abfolute infolvency and bankruptcy, by putting an end
to a fcheme of condu&, which the prejudices of a party, the
whimf{y of fome particular men, the private intereft of more,
and the ambition and avarice of our allies, who had been in-
vited as it were to a fcramble by the preliminaries of one thou-
{fand féven hnndred’ and nine, alone maintained. The per-
fons therefore, who came into power at this time, hearkened,
and they did well to hearken, to the firft overtures that were
made them. The difpofition of their enemies invited them
to do fo, but that of their friends, and that of a party at home
who had nurled, and been nurfed by the war, might have
deterred them from it; for the difficulties and dangers, to
which they muft be expofed in carrying forward this great
work, could efcape none of them. In a letter to a friend it
may be allowed me to fay, that they did not efcape me: and
that 1 forefaw, as contingent but not improbable events, a
good ‘part of what has happened to me fince. Tho it was a
duty therefore that we owed to our country, to deliver her
froi the neceflity of bearing any longer fo unequal a part n
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fo unneceffary a war, yet was there fome degree of merit in
performing it. 1 think fo ftrongly in this manner, I am fo
incorrigible, my lord, that if I could be placed in the fame
circum{tances again, I would take the fame refolution, and
a& the fame part. Age and experience might enable me to
adt with more ability, and greater fkill ; but all I have {uf-
fered fince the death of the queen fhould not hinder me from
acting. Notwithftanding this, I ﬂmlll not be furprifed if you
think that the peace of Utrecht was not anfwerable to the
fuccefs of the war, nor to the efforts made in it. I think fo
myfelf, and have always owned, even when it was making
and made, that I thought fo. Since we had committed a
fuccefsful folly, we ought to have reaped more advantage from
it than we did : and, whether we had left Purtie, or placed
another prince on the throne of Spain, we ought to have re-
duced the power of France, and to have ftrengthened  her
neighbors, much more than we did. We ought to have re-
duced her power for generations to come, and not to have
contented ourfelves with a momentary redu&ion of it France
was exhaufted to a great degree of men and money, and her
government had no credit : but they, who took this for a fuf-
ficient redu&ion of her power, looked but a little way before
them, and reafoned too fuperficially. ~ Several fuch there were
however ; for as it has been faid, that there is no extravagancy
which fome philofopher or other has not maintained, fo your
experience, young as you are, muft have fhewn you, that
there is no abfurd extreme, into which our party-politicians of
Great Britain are not prone to fall, concerning the flate and
conduc of public affairs.  But if France was exhaufted s
were we, and fo were the Dutch.  Famine rendered her con-
dition much more miferable than ours, at one time, in ap-
pearance and in reality too. But as foon as this accident, that

had diftreffed the French and frightened Lew1s the fourteenth,
to
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to the utmoft degree, and the immediate confequences of it
were over; it was obvious to obferve, tho few made the ob-
{ervation, that whilft we were unable to raife in a year, by
fome millions at leaft, the expences of the year, the French were
willing and able to bear the impofition of the tenth, over and
above all the other taxes that had been laid upon them. This
obfervation had the weight it deferved ; and furely it deferved
to have fome among thofe who made it, at the time {poken
of, and who did not think that the war was to be continued
as long as a parliament could be prevailed on to vote money.
But {uppofing it to have deferved none, fuppofing the power
of France to have been reduced as low as you pleafe, with
refpect to her inward ftate ; yet flill I affirm, that fuch a re-
duction could not be permanent, and was not therefore fuffi-
cient.  Whoever knows the nature of her government, the
temper of her people, and the natural advantages the has in
commerce over all the nations that furround her, knows that
an arbitrary government, and the temper of her people ena-
ble her on particular occafions to throw off a load of debt
much more eafily, and with confequences much lefs to be
feared, than any of her neighbors can: that altho in the ge-
neral courfe of things, trade be cramped and induftry vexed
by this arbitrary government, yet neither one nor the other is
opprefled ; and the temper of the people, and the natural ad-
vantages of the country, are fuch, that how great foever her
diftrefs be at any point of time, twenty years of tranquillity
fuffice to re-eftablith her affairs, and to enrich her again at
the expence of all the nations of Europe. If any one doubts
of this, let him confider the condition in which this kingdom
was left by Lewis the fourteenth ; the ftrange pranks the late
duke of Orreans played, during his regency and adminiftra-
tion, with the whole fyftem of public revenue, and private
property = and then let him tell himfelf, that the revenues of
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France, the tenth taken off, exceed all the expences of her
government by many millions of livres already, and will ex-
ceed them by many mere in another year.

Uron the whole matter, my lord, the low and exhaufted
ftate to which France was reduced, by the laft great war, was
but a momentary reduction of her power ; and whatever real
and more lafting reduction the treaty of Utrecht brought about
in {fome inftances, it was not {ufficient. The power of France
would not have appeared as great as it did, when England
and Holland armed themfelves and armed all Germany againft
her, if fhe had lain as open to the invafions of her enemics,
as her enemies lay to her’s. Her inward ftrength was great ;
but the ftrength of thofe frontiers which Lewis the fourteenth
was almoft forty years in forming, and which the folly of
all his neighbors in their turns fuffered him to form, made
this ftrength as formidable as it became. The true reducion
of the exorbitant power of France, I take no notice of chime-
rical projects about changing her government, confifted there-
fore in difarming her frontiers, and fortifying the barriers
againft her, by the ceffion and demolition of many more
places than fhe yielded up at Utrecht ; but not of -more than
the might have been obliged to facrifice to her own immediate
selief; and to the future fecurity of her neighbors. That fhe
was not obliged to make thefe facrifices, I affirm, was owing
folely to thofe who oppofcd the peace : and I am willing to
put my whole credit with your lordfhip, and the whole merits
of a caufe that has been fo much contefted, on this iffue. I
fay a caufe that has been fo much contefted ; for in truth, I
think, it is no longer a doubt any where, except in Britifh
pamphlets, whether the condu& of thofe who neither declin-
ed treating, as was done in one thoufand feven hundred and
fix; nor pretended to treat without a defign of concluding,

as
2

i,




and State of Eurors. 477

as was done in one thoufand feven hundred-and nine and ten,
but carried the great work of the peace forward to its con-
{ummation ; or the conduct of thofe who oppofed this work
in every ftep of its progrefs, {aved the Poweai of France from
a greater and a fufficient redution at the treaty of Utrecht.
The very minifters who were employed in this fatal oppofition,
are obliged to confefs this truth. How fhould they deny it ?
‘Thofe of Vienna may complain that the emperor had not the
entire Spanifh monarchy, or thofe of Holland that the States
were not made mafters direétly and indireétly of the whele
Low Countrics. ~But neither they, nor any one elfe that has
any fenfc of {hame about him, can deny that the late queen,
tho {he was refolved to treat becaufe fhe was refolved to finifh
the war, yet was to the utmoft degree defirous to treat in a
perfect union with her allies, and to procure them all the
veafonable terms they could expedt; and much better than
thofe they reduced themfelves to the necellity of accepting,
by endeavoring: to wreft the negotiation out of her hands.
The difunion of the allies gave France the advantages the im-
sroved.  The fole queftion is, Who caufed this difunion ? and
that will be eafily decided by every impartial man, who in-
forms himfelf carefully of the public anecdotes of that time.
If the private anecdotes were to be laid open as well as thofe,
and I think it almoft time they fhould, the whole monftrous
feene would appear, and fhock the eye of cvery honeft man.
I do not intend to defcend into many particulars at this time :
but whenever I, or any other perfon as well informed as I,
{hall defcend into a full dedudtion of fuch particulars, it will
become undeniably evident, that the moft violent oppofition
imaginable, carried on by the Germans and the Dutch in
league with a party in Britain, began as foon as the furfk
overtures were made to the queen; before the had fo much

as begun to treat : and was therefore an ogpoﬁtion not to this
oz
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that plan of treaty, but in truth to all treaty ; and efpecially
to one wherein Great Britain took the lead, or was to have
any particular advantage. That the Imperialifts meant no
treaty, unlefs a preliminary and impracticable condition of jt
was to fet the crown of Spain on the emperor’s head, will ap-
pear from this ; that prince Eueene, when he came into Eng-
land, long after the death of Josern and elevation of Carces,
upon an errand moft unworthy of fo great a man, treated al-
ways on this fuppofition : and I remember with how much in-
ward impatience I aflifted at conferences held with him con-
cerning quotas for renewing the war in Spain, in the very fame
room, at the Cockpit, where the queen’s minifters had been
told in plain terms, a little before, by thofe of other allies,
¢¢ that their mafters would not confent that the Imperial and
¢ Spanith crowns thould unite on the fame head.” That the
Dutch were not averfe to all treaty, but meant none wherein
Great Britain was to have any particular advantage, will ap-
pear from this ; that their minifter declared him(clf ready and
authorifed to ftop the oppofition made to the queen’s meafures,
by prefenting a memorial, wherein he would declare, < that
“ his mafters entered into them, and were refolved not to
¢ continue the war for the recovery of Spain, provided the
f¢ queen would confent that they fhould garrifon Gibraltar
¢ and Portmahon jointly with us, and fhare equally the Af
t fiento, the South Sea thip, and whatever thould be granted
¢ by the Spaniards to the queen and her {ubje@s.”  'That the
whigs engaged in this league with foreign powers againft their
country, as well as their queen, and with a phrenfy more un-
accountable than that which made and maintained the {o-
lemn Jeague and covenant formerly, will appear from this ;
that their attempts were dire@ed not only to wreft the nego-
tiations out of the queen’s hands, but to oblige their country
to carry on the war, on the fame unequal foot that had coft

ber
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her already about twenty millions more than fhe ought to
have contributed to it. For they not only continued to abet

the emperor, whofe nability to ﬁlpply his quota was confel~
fed ; but the Dutch likewife, after the States had refufed to
J.td\ L]“P treaty their miniﬂer ioned at London towards the
end of the year one thoufand ieven hundred and eleven, and
by which the queen united herfelf more clofely than ever
to them ; t.ngugmg to purfue the war, to conclude the peace,

and to guaranty it, when condudtd jointly with them ;
¢ provided they would keep the engagements they had taken
¢ with her, and the conditions of proportionate expence un-
<« der which our nation had entered into the war.” Upon
fuch {chemes as thefe was the oppofition to the treaty of
Utrecht carried on: and the means employed, and the means
projected to be employed, were worthy of fuch fchemes;
open, direct, and indecent defiance of legal authority, fecret
confpiracies againft the flate, and bafe machinations againft
particular men, who had no other crime than that of endea-
vouring to conclude a war, under the authority of the queen,
which a party in the nation endeavored to prolong againft
her authority. Had the good pohcy of conc]udmg the war
been doubtful, it was certainly as lawful for thofe, who thought
it good, to advife it, as it had been for thofe who thDLIO‘[lt it
bad, to advife the contrary : and the decifion of the T ereign
on the throne ought to have terminated the conteft. But he who
had judged by the appearances of things on one fide, at that
time, would have been apt to think, that putting an end to
the war, or to Magna Charta, was the fame thing ; that the
queen on the throne had no right to govern independently of
her fucceflor ; nor any of her fubjects a right to adminifter
the government under her, tho called to it by her, except
thofe whom fhe had thought fit to lw afide. L}travagmt as
thefe principles are, no other could juftify the condyét held
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at that time by thofe who oppofed the peace: and as I faid
juft now, that the phrenfy of this league was more unaccount-
able than that of the folemn league and covenant, I might
have added, that it was not very many degrees lefs criminal.
Some of thofe, who charged the queen’s minifters, after her
death, with imaginary treafons, had been guilty during her
life of real treafons : and I can compare the folly and violence
of the fpirit that prevailed at that time, both before the conclu-
fion of the peace, and, under pretence of danger to the fuccef-
fion, after it, to nothing more nearly than to the folly and vio-
lence of the fpirit that feifed the tories foon after the acceflion of
Georce the firft.  The latter indeed, which was provoked by
unjuft and impolitic perfecution, broke out in open rebellion.
The former might have done fo, if the queen had lived a lit-
tle longer.  But to return.

Tue obftinate adherence of the Dutch to this league, in
oppofition to the queen, rendered the conferences of Utrecht,
when they were opened, no better than mock conferences.
Had the men who governed that commonwealth been wife
and honeft enough to unite, at leaft then, cordially with the
queen, and, fince they could not hinder a congrefs, to a& in
concert with her in it; we thould have been flill in time to
maintain a {ufficient union among the allies, and a fuflicient
fuperiority over the French. All the {pecific demands that
the former made, as well as the Dutch themfelves, either %o
incumber the negotiation, or to have in referve, according to
the artifice ufually employed on fuch occafions, certain points
from which to depart in the courfe of it with advantage, would
not have been obtained : but all the effential demands, all
in particular that were really neceflary to fecure the barriers
in the Low Countries and of the four circles againft France,
would have been fo. For France muft have continued; in

this
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this cafe, rather to {ue for peace, than to treat on an equal
foot. The firft dauphin, {on of Lewis the fourteenth, died
{everal months before this congrefs began : the fecond da uphm,
his grandfon, and the wife and the eldeft fon of this prince,
died, foon after it began, of the fame unknown diftemper,
and were buried together in the fame grave. Such family
misfortunes, iol]omng a long feries of national misfortunes,
made the old king, tho he ‘bore them with much feeming
magnanimity, defirous to get out of the war at any tolerable
rate, that he might not run the rifque of leaving a child of
five years old, the prefent king, engaged in it. The queen
did all that was morally poffible, except giving up her honor
in the negotiation, and the interefts of her fubjeds in the con-
ditions of peace, to procure this union with the States General,
But all the could do was vain; and the fame phrenfy that had
hindered the Dutch from nrprovmn to their and to the com-
mon advantage the public misfortunes of France, hindered
them from improving to the fame purpofes the private misfor-
tunes of the houfe of Bourbon. They continued to flatter

themfelves that they thould force the queen out of her mea-
fures, 'by their intrigues with the party in Britain who oppofed
thcfc meafures, a and even raife an infurreion againft her. But
thefe intrigues, and thofe of prince Eveene, were known and
difappointed ; and monfieur Buys had the mortification to be
reproached wuh them publicly, when he came to take leave
of the lords of the council, by the earl of Oxrorp ; who en-
tered into many particulars that could not be denied, of the
private tranfactions of this fort, to which Buvs had been 2
party, in compliance with his inftru&ions, and, as 1 believe,
much againft his own fenfe and inclinations.  As the feafon
for t’ikm(r the field advanced, the league [uopufcc. to defeat
the fu ccdq of the congrefs by the events of the campaign.
But inftead of defeating the {uccels of the congrels; the events
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of the campaign ferved only to turn this fuccefs in favor of
France. At the beginning of the year, the queen, and the
States, in concert, might have given the law to friend and
foe, with great advantage to the former; and with fuch a
detriment to the latter, as the caufes of the war rendered juft,
the events of it reafonable, and the objects of it neceffary.
At the end of the year, the allies were no longer in a ftate
of giving, nor the French of receiving the law ; and the
Dutch had recourfe to the queen’s good offices, when they
could oppofe and durft infult her no longer. Even then, thefe

offices were employed with zeal, and with fome effe&, for
them.

Tuus the war ended, much more favorably to France than
the expected, or they who put an end to it defigned. The
queen would have humbled and weakened this power. The
allies who oppofed her would have crufhed it, and have raifed
another as exorbitant on the ruins of it. Neither one
nor the other fucceeded, and they who meant to ruin the -

French power preferved it, by oppofing thofe who meant to
reduce it.

Since I have mentioned the events of the year one thou-
fand feven hundred and twelve, and the decifive turn they
gave to the negotiations in favor of France, give me leave to
fay fomething more on this fubje&. You will find that I
{hall do fo with much impartiality. ~The difaftrous events of
this campaign in the Low Countries, and the confequences of
them, have been imputed to the feparation of the Britifh troops
from the army of the allies. The clamor againft this meafure
was great at that time, and the prejudices which this clamor
raifed are great flill among fome men. But as clamor raif-
ed thefe prejudices, other prejudices gave birth to this clamors

and
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and it 1s no wonder they fhould do fo among perfons bent on
continuing the war ; fince I own very freely, that when the
firft ftep that led to this {feparation came to my knowledge,
which was not an hour, by the way, before I writ by the
queen’s order to the duke of OrmonD, in the very words in
which the order was adviled and given, ¢ that he fhould
¢ not engage in any fiege, nor hazard a battle, till further
« order,” I was furprifed and hurt. So much, that if T had
had an opportunity of {peaking in private to the queen, after
I had received monficur De Torcy's letter to me on the {ub-
je&, and before the went into the council, 1 fhould have {po-
ken to her, 1 think, in the firft heat, againft it. The truth
is, however, that the ftep was juftifiable at that point of time
in every refpedt, and therefore that the confequences are to
be charged to the account of thofe who drew them on them-
felves, not to the account of the queen, nor of the minifter
who advifed her. The ftep was juftifiable to the allies {urely,
{ince the queen took no more upon her, no not fo much by
far, in making it, as many of them had done by fulpending,
or endangering, or defeating operations in the heat of the war,
when they declined to fend their troops, or dclayed the march
of them, or negleGted the preparations they were obliged to
make, on the moft frivolous pretences. Your lordfhip will
find in the courfe of your enquiries many particular inftances
of what is here pointed out in general. But 1 cannot help
defcending into fome few of thofe that regard the emperor
and the States General, who cried the loudeft and with the
moft effe@, tho they had the leaft reafon, on account of their
own condud, to complain of the queen’s, With what face
could the emperor, for inftance, prefume to complain of 'the
orders fent to the duke of Ormono ? I fay nothing of his defi-
ciencics, which were fo great, that he had at this very time
Jlittle more than one regiment that could be faid properly to act
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againft France and Spain at his fole charge ; as I affirmed to
prince EuGene before the lords of the council, and demon-
ftrated upon paper the next day. - I fay nothing of all that
preceded the year one thoufand feven hundred and feven, on
which I thould have much to fay. But I defire your lord-
thip only to confider, what you will find to have pafied
after the famous year one thoufand feven hundred and fix.
Was it with the queen’s approbation, or againft her will, that
the emperor made the treaty for the evacuation of Lombardy,
and let out fo great a number of French regiments time:
enough to recruit themfelves at home, to march into Spain,
and to deftroy the Britith forces at Almanza ? Was it with her
approbation, or againft her will, that,” inftead of employing
all his forces and all his endeavors, to make the greateft de-
fign of the whole war, the enterprife on Toulon, fucceed,
he detached twelve thoufand men to reduce the kingdom of
Naples, that muft have fallen of courfe? and that an oppor-
tunity of ruining the whole maritime force of France, and of
ruining or fubduing her provinces on that fide, was loft,
merely by this unneceffary diverfion, and by the condu@ of
prince Eueene, which left no room to doubt that he gave
occafion to- this fatal difappointment on purpofe, and in con-
cert with the court of Vienna ?

Turn your eyes, my lord, on the condu& of the States,
and you will find reafon to be aftonifhed at the arrogance of
the men who governcd in them at this time, and who pre-
fumed to exclaim againft a queen of Great Britain, for doing
what their deputies had done more than once in that very country,
and in the courfe of that very war. In the year one thou-
fand feven hundred and twelve, at the latter end of a war,
when conferences for treating a peace were opened, when the
fealt {inifter event in the field would take off from that fupe-
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riority which the allies had in the congrefs, and when the
paft fuccefs of the war had already given them as much of
this fuperiority as they wanted to obtain a fafe, advantageous,
honorable, and lafting peace, the queen dire@ed her general
to {ufpend till further order the operations of her troops. In
one thoufand feven hundred and three, in the beginning of a
war when fomething was to be rifqued or no fuccefs to be ex-
pected, and when the bad fituation of affairs in Germany and
Italy required, in a particular manner, that efforts fhould be
made in the Low Countries, and that the war t{hould not
languifh there whilft it was unfuccefsful every where elfe ; the
duke of MarreorouGH determined to attack the French, but
the Dutch deputies would not fuffer their troops to go on ;
defeated his defign in the very moment of it’s execution, if I
remember well, and gave no other reafon for their proceeding
than that which is a reafon againft every battle, the po[ﬁbi]it}r
of being beaten. The circumitance of proximity to their
frontier was urged, I know, and it was faid, that their pro-
vinces would be expofed to the incurfions of the French if
they loft the battle. But befides other anfwers to this vain
pretence, it was obvious that they had ventured battles as
near home as this would have been fought, and that the way
remove the enemy farther off was by afion, not inadion.
Upon the whole matter ; the Dutch deputies ftopped the pro-
grefs of the confederate army at this time, by exerciﬁng an
arbitrary and independent authority over the troops of the
States. In one thoufand feven hundred and five; when the
fucceis of the preceding campaigfi fhould have given: them
an entire confidence in the: duke of MarLBOROUGH'S con-~
du&, when returning from the Mofelle to the Low Coun-
tries, he began to make himfelf and the common caufe
amends, for the difappointment which pique and jealoufy:

in the prince of Bapen, or ufual floth and negligence in the
Germans,,

L




486 A Sketch of the HisTory

Germans, had.occafioned juft before, by forcing the French
lines ; when he was in the full purfuit of this advantage, and
when he was marching to attack an enemy half defeated, and
more than half difpirited ; nay when he had made his difpofi-
tions for attacking, and part of his troops had pafied the Dyle
----the deputies of the States once more tied up his hands,
took from him an opportunity too fair to be loft ; for thefe,
I think, were fome of the terms of his complaint: and in
{hort the confederacy received an affront at leaft, where we
might have obtained a vitory. Let this that has been faid
ferve as a fpecimen of the independency on the queen, her
councils, and her generals, with which thefe powers acted in
the coutfe of the war ; who were not athamed to find fault
that the queen, once, and at the latter end of it, prefumed
to fulpend the operations of her troops till farther order. But
be it that they forefaw what this farther order would be. They
forefaw then, that as foon as Dunkirk fhould be put into the
queen’s hands, fhe would confent to a fufpenfion of arms for
two months, and invite them to do the fame. Neither this
forefight, nor the ftrong declaration which the bithop of Bris-
ToL made by the queen’s order at Utrecht, and which thew-
ed them that her refolution was taken not to fubmit to the
league into which they had entered againft her, could prevail

on them to make a right ufe of thefe two months, by endea-
voring to renew their union and good underftanding with |
the queen ; tho I can fay with the greateft truth, and the

could not doubt of it at the time, that the would have gone

more than half~way to meet them, and that her minifters
would have done their utmoft to bring it about. Even then

we might have refumed the fuperiority we began to lofe in

the congrefls; for, the queen and the States umiting, the
principal allies would have united with them: and, .in this
cafe, it would have been fo much the intereft of France to

avoid
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avoid any chance of fecing the war renewed, that fhe muft,
and {he would, have made fure of peace, during the fufpen-
fion, on much worfe terms for herfelf and for Spain, than fthe
made it afterwards. But the prudent and fober flates conti-
nued to a& like froward children, or like men drunk with re-
fentment and paffion; and fuch will the condué be of the
wifeft governments in every circumftance, where a fpirit of
falion and of private intereft prevails, among thofe who are
at the head, over reafon of ftate. After laying afide all de-
cency in their behavior towards the queen, they laid afide all
caution for themfeclves. They declared ¢ they would carry
<« on the war without her.” Landrecy feemed, in their efteem,
of more importance than Dunkirk ; and the opportunity of
wafting fome French provinces, or of putting the whole event
of the war on the decifion of another battle, preferable to the
other meafure that lay open to them ; that, I mean, of try-
ing, in good earneft, and in an honelt concert with the queen,
during the fufpenfion of arms, whether fuch terms of peace,
as ought to fatisfy them and the other allies, might not be
impofed on France.

Ir the confederate army had broke into France, the cam-
paign before this, or in any former campaign ; and if the
Germans and the Dutch had exercifed then the fame inhuma-
nity, as the French had exercifed in their provinces in former
wars j if they had burnt Verfilles, and even Paris, and if
they had difturbed the athes of the dead princes that repofe
at Saint Denis, every good man would have felt the horror,
that fuch cruelties infpire: no man could have faid that the
retaliation was unjult. But in one thoufand {even hundred
and twelve, it was too late, in every refped, to meditatc fuch
proje&s. If the French had been unprepared to defend their
frontier, either for want of means, or in a vain conﬁde?ce

that
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that the peace would be made, as our king Cuarres the fe-
cond was unprepared to defend his coaft at the latter end of
his firft war with Holland, the allies might have played a fure
game in {atisfying their vengeance on the French, as the Dutch
did on us in one thoufand fix hundred and fixty feven ; and
impofing harder terms on them, than thofe they offered, or
would have accepted. But this was not the cafe. The
French army was, I believe, more numerous than the army
of the allies, even before feparation, and certainly in much a
better condition than two or three years before, when a deluge
of blood was fpilt to diflodge them, for we did no more, at
Malplaquet. Would the Germans and the Dutch have found
1t more eafy to force them at this time, than it was at that?
Would not the French have fought with as much obfinac
to fave Paris, as they did to fave Mons? and, with all the
regard due to the duke of Orvonp and to prince EUGENE,
was the abfence of the duke of MasrsoroucH of no confe-
‘quence ? Turn this affair every way in your thoughts, my
lord, and you will find that the Germans and the Dutch had
nothing in theirs, but to break, at any rate, and at any rifque,
the negotiations that were begun, and to reduce Great Britain
to the neceflity of continuing, what fhe had been too leng,
a province of the confederacy. A province indeed, and not
one of the beft treated ; fince the confederates affumed a right
of obliging her to keep her pa&s with them, and of difpenf-
ang with their obligations to her; of exhaufting her, with-
out rule, or proportion, or meafure, in the {upport of a war,
to which fhe alone contributed more than all of them, and
in which fhe had no longer an immediate intereft, nor even
any remote intereft that was not common, or with refpedt to
her, very dubious ; and, after all this, of complaining that
the queen prefumed to hearken to overtures of peace, and
to fct a negotiation on foot, whilft their humor and ambi-
tion
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tion required that the war fhould be prolonged for an in-
definite time, and for a purpofe that was either bad or inde-
terminate,

Tue {ufpenfion of arms, that began in the Low Countries,
was continued, and extended afterwards by the act I figned at
Fontainebleau. The fortune of the war turned at the fame
time: and all thofe difgraces followed, which obliged the
Dutch to treat, and to defire the affiftance of the queen,
whom they had fet at defiance fo lately. This afliftance they
had, as effeGually as it could be given in the circumftances,
to which they had reduced themfelves, and the whole alliance:
and the peace of Great Britain, Portugal, Savoy, Pruflia, and
the States General, was made, without his imperial majefty’s
concurrence, in the fpring of onte thoufand feven hundred and
thirteen ; as it might have been made, much more advanta-
geoufly for them all, in that of one thoufand feven hundred
and twelve. Lefs obftinacy on the part of the States, and
perhaps more decifive refolutions on the part of the queen,
would have wound up all thefc divided threads in oné, and
have finifhed this great work much fooner and better. I fay,
perhaps more decifive refolutions on the part of the queen ;
becaufe altho I think that I fhould have conveyed her orders
for figning a treaty of peace with France, before the armies
took the field, much more willingly, than I executed them
afterwards in figning that of the ceflation of arms; yet I do
not prefume to decide, but fhall defire your lordthip to do
{o, on a review of all circumftances, fome of which I {hall
juﬁ mention.

Tue league made for protracting the war having oppofed
the queen to the utmoft of their power, and by nxeans of every
fort, from the firft appearances of a negotiation j the general
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effedt, of this violent oppofition, on her and her minifters
was, to make them proceed by {lower and more cautious freps »
the particular effe@ of it was, to oblige them to epen the
eyes of the nation, and to inflame the people with a defire of
peace, by fhewing, in the moft public and folemn manner,
how unequally we were burdened, and how unfairly we were
treated by our allies. The firft gave an air of diffidence and
timidity to their condué, which encouraged the league, and
gave vigor to the oppofition. The fecond irritated the Dutch
particularly ; for the cmperor and the other allies had the mo-
defty at leaft not to pretend to bear any propostion in the
expence of the war: and thus the two powers, whofe union
was the moft effential, were the moft at varianee, and the
queen was obliged to a& in a clofer concert with her enem
who defired peace, than fhe would have done if her allies had
been lefs obftinately bent to protraé the war. During thefe
tranfactions, my lord Oxrorp, who had his correfpondencics
apart, and a private thread of negotiation always in his hands,,
entertained hopes. that Puisie would be brought to abandon,
Spain in favor of his father-in-law, and to content himfelf
with, the ftates of that prince, the kingdom of Sicily, and
the prefervation of his right of fucceffion to the crown of
France. Whether my lord had any particular reafons for en-
tertaining thefe hopes, befide the general reafons founded on
the condition of France, on that of the Bourbon family, and
on the difpofition of Lewis the fourteenth, I doubt very much.
That Lewis, who fought, and had need of fecking peace;
almoft at any rate, and who faw that he could not obtain it,
even of the queen, unlefs Puirie abandoned immediately the
crown of Spain, or abandoned immediately, by renunciation
and a folemn aé& of exclufion, all pretenfion to that of France;
that Lewis was defirous of the former, I cannot doubt.
That Puirie would have abandoned Spain, with. the equiva-
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Ients that have been mentioned, or either of them, I believe
likewife ; if the prefent king of France had died, when his
father, mother, and eldeft brother did: for they all had the
fame diftemper. But Lewis would ufe no violent means to
force his grandfon ; the queen would not continue the war
to force him; Puinip was too obftinate, and his wife too am-
bitious, to quit the crown of Spain, when they had difcovered
our weaknefs, and felt their own ftrength in that country, by
their {uccels in the campaign of one thoufand feven hundred and
ten : after which mylord Stannorr himfelf was convinced that
Spain could not be conquered, nor kept, if it was conquered,
without a much greater army, than it was poflible for us to fend
thither, In that fituation it was wild to imagine, as the earl
of Oxrorp imagined, or pretended to imagine, that they
would quit the crown of Spain, for a remote and uncertain
profpeét of fucceeding to that of France, and content them-
{elves to be, in the mean time, princes of very {mall domi-
nions. Puivie therefore, after ftruggling long that he might
not be obliged to make his option till the fucceflion of France
lay open to him, was obliged to make it, and made it, for
Spain. Now this, my lord, was the very crifis of the nego-
tiation : and to this point I apply what I faid above of the
effe@ of more decifive refolutions on the part of the queen.
It was plain, that, if the made the campaign in concert with
her allies, the could be no longer miftrefs of the negotiati-
ons, nor have almoft a chance for conduéting them to the
iffue the propofed. Our ill fuccefs in the field would have
rendered the French lefs traable in the congrefs : our good
{fuceefs there would have rendered the allies fo. On this prin-
ciple the queen fufpended the operations of her troops, and
then concluded the cefation.

Rerr 2 COMPARE
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Comrare now the appearances and effec of this meafure,
vith the appearances and effe& that another meafure would
have had. - In‘order to arrive at any peace, it was neceflary
to do what the queen did, or to do more: and, in order to
arrive at a good one, - it was neceflary to be prepared to carry
on the war, as well as to make a thew of it : for fhe had the
hard tafk upon her, of guarding againft her allies, and her
enemies both. But in that ferment, when few men confider-
ed any thing coolly, the conduét of her general, after he took
the ficld, tho he covered the allies in the fiege of Quefnoy,
correfponded ill, in appearance, with the declarations of car-
rying on the war vigoroufly, that had been made, on feveral
occafions, before the campaign opened. It had an air of dou-
ble dealing; and as fuch it paffed among thofe; who did not
combine in their thoughts all the circumflances of the con~
juné&ure, or who were infatuated with the notional neceflity
of continuing the war. The clamor could not have beea
greater, if the queen had figned her peace feparately : and, I
think, the appearances might have been explained as favorably
m onc cafe, as in the other. From the death of the empe-
ror Josern, it was neither our intereft, nor the common in-
tereit, well underftood, to fet the crown of Spain on the pre-
{ent emperor’s head.  As foon therefore as Puinir had made
his option, and if fhe had taken this refolution early, his op-
tion would have been fooner made, 1 prefume that the queen
wight have declared, that fhe would not continue the war an
hour longer to procure Spain for his imperial majefly ; that the
engagements, fhe had taken whilft he was archduke, bound
ker no more ; that, by his acceflion to.the empire; the very
nature of them was altered ; that fhe took effe@ual meafures
to prevent, 1n any future time, an union of the crowns. of
‘rance and Spain, and, upon the fame principle, would not
confent, much lefs fight, to bring about an immediate  union
ok
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of the imperial and Spanifh crowns ; that they, who infifted
to protract the war, intended this union ; that they could in-
tend nothing elfe, fince they ventured to break with her, ra-
ther than to treat, and were {o eager to put the reafonable fa-
tisfa@ion, that they might have in every other cafe without
hazard, on the uncertain events of war; that the would not
be impofed on any longer in this manner, and that fhe had
ordered her minifters to fign her treaty with France, on the
furrender of Dunkirk into her hands ; that fhe pretended not
to prefcribe to her allies, but that fhe had infifted, in their
behalf, on certain conditions, that France was obliged to grant
to thofe of them, who fhould fign their treaties at the fame
time as the did, or who fhould confent to an immediate cef-
{ation of arms, and during the ceffation treat under her me-
diation. There had been more franknefs, and more dignity
in this proceeding, and the effe&t muft have been more advan-
tageous. France would have granted more for a {eparate
peace, than for a ceffation : and the Putch would have been
more influenced by the profpe&t of one, than of the other;
efpecially fince this proceeding would have been very different
from theirs at Munfter, and at Nimeghen, where they aban-
doned their allies, without any other pretence than the parti-
cular advantage they found in doing fo. A {ufpenfion of the
operations of the queen’s troops, nay a. ceffation of arms be-
tween her and France; was not definitive ; and ' they might,
and they did, hope to drag her back under their, and the
German yoke, This therefore was not fufficient to check:
their obftinacy, nor to hinder them from making all the un~
fortunate hafte they did make to get themfelves beaten at De-
nain.  But they would poffibly have laid:afide their vain hopes,.
if they had feen the queen’s minifters ready to fign her treaty
of peace, and thofe of fome principal allies ready to fign at
the fame time 3 in which cafe the mifchief that followed; bad:

been:
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been prevented, and better terms of peace had been obtained
for the confederacy : a prince of the houfe of Bourbon, who
could never be king of France, would have fat on the Spa-
nifh throne, inftead of an emperor : the Spanith feepter would
have been weakened in the hands of one, and the imperial
{cepter would have been {trengthened in thofe of the other:
France would have had no opportunity of recovering fromfor-
mer blows, nor of finithing a long unfuccefsful war by two
fuccefsful campaigns: her ambition, and her power, would
have declined with her old king, and under the minority that
followed : one of them at leaft might have been fo reduced by
the terms of peace, if the defeat of the allies in one thoufand
feven hundred and twelve, and the lofs of fo many towns as the
French took in that and the following year, had been prevent-
ed, that the other would have been no longer formidable, even
{fuppofing it to have continued ; whereas I fuppofe that the
tranquility of Europe is more due, at this time, to want of
ambition, than to want of power, on the part of France,
But, to carry the comparifon of thefe two meafures fo the
end, it may be fuppofed that the Dutch would have taken the
{ame part, on the queen’s declaring a feparate peace, as they
took on her declaring a ceffation. 'The preparations for the
campaign in the Low Countries were made ; the Dutch, like
the other confederates, had a juft confidence in their own
troops, and an unjuft contempt for thofe of the enemy ; they
were tranfported from their ufual fobriety and caution by the
ambitious profpec of large acquifitions, which had been open-
ed artfully to them; the reft of the confederate army was
compofed of imperial and German troops : fo that the Dutch,
the Imperialifts, and the other Germans, having an intereft to
decide which was no longer the intereft of the whole confe-
deracy, they might have united againft the queen in one cafg,
as'they did in the other ; and the mifchief that followed to

them



and State of Eurorr. 495

them and the common caufe, might not have been prevented:
This might have been the cafe, no doubt. They might have
flattered themfelves that they fhould be able to break into
France, and to force Puirie, by the diftrefs brought on his
grandfather, to refign the crown of Spain to the emperor,
even after Great Britain, and Portugal, and Savoy too perhaps,
were drawn out of the war ; for thefe princes defired as lit-
tle, as the queen, to fee the Spanifth crown on thc emperor’s
head. But, even in this cafe, tho the madnefs would have
been greater, the effect would not have been worfe. The
queen would have been able to ferve thefe confederates as well
by being mediator in the negotiations, as they left it in her
power to do, by being a-party in them: and Great Britain
would have had the advantage of being delivered fo much
fooner from a burden, which whimfical and wicked politics
had impofed, and continued upon her till it was become in-
tolerable. Of thefe two meafures, at the time when we might
bave taken cither, there were perfons who thought the laft
preferable to the former. But it never came into public de-
bate. Indeed it never could; too much time having been
loft in waiting for the option of Puirre, and the fufpenfion
and ceffation having been breught before the council rather
as a meafure taken, than a matter to be debated. If your
lordfhip, or any one elfe, fhould judge, that, in fuch circum-
ftances as thofe of the confederacy in the beginning of one
thoufand feven hundred and twelve, the latter meafure ought
to have been taken, and the Gordian knot to have been ecut
rather than to fuffer a mock treaty to languifh on, with fo
much advantage to the French as the difunion of the allies
gave them 3 in fhort, if {lownefs, perplexity, inconfiftency,
and indecifion fhould be objeéted, in fome inftances, to the:
queen’s councils at that time ; if it thould' be faid particularly,

that the did not obferve the precife mement when the conduét
e
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of the league formed againft her, being expofed to mankind,
would have juftified any part fhe fhould have taken (tho {h\,
declared, foon after the moment was paffed, that this condué
had {et her free from all engagements) and when fhe ought
to have taken that of drawing, by one bold meafure, her al-
lics out of the war, or herfelf out of the confederacy, be-
fore the loft her influence on France: if all this fthould be
objected, yet would the proofs brought to fupport thefe ob-
jections thew, that we were better allics than politicians ; that

the defire the queen had to treat in concert with her confe-

derates, and the refolution fthe took not to fign without them,
made her bear what no crowned head had ever borne before ;
and that where fhe erred, the erred principally by the patience,
the compliance, and the condefcenfion fhe exercifed towards
them, and towards her own {ubje@s in league with them.
Such objettions as thefe may lie to the queen’s condud, in
the coutfe of this great affair ; as well as ob]céhons of human
infirmity to that of the perfons employed by her in the tranf-
actions of it; from which ncither thofe who preceded, nor
thofe who fucceeded, have, I prefume, been free. But the
principles on which they proceeded were honeft, the means
they ufed were lawful, and the event they propofed to bring
about was juft, Whereas the very foundation of all the op-
pofition to the peace was laid in injuftice and folly: for
what could be more unjuft, than the attempt of the Dutch
and the Germans, to force the queen to continue a war for
their private intereft and ambition, the difproportionate ex-
pence of which opprefied the commerce of her fubjeéts, and
loaded them with debts for ages yet to come ? a war, the ob-
jeét of which was fo changed, that from the year -one thou-
fand feven hundred and eleven {he made it not only without
any engagement, but againft her own, and the common in-
sereft > What could be more foolifh; you will think that I

foften



and State of Eurors. 499

{often the term too much, and you will be in the right to
think fo: what could be more foolith, than the attempt of a
party in Britain, to protra& a war fo ruinous to their country,
without any reafon that they durft avow, except that of wreak-
ing the refentments of Europe on France, and that of uniting
the imperial and Spanifh crowns on an Auftrian head ? one of
which was to purchafe revenge at a price too dear; and the
other was to expofe the liberties of Europe to new dangers,
by the conclufion of a war which had been made to affert and
{:cure them.

I aave dwelt the longer on the condué of thofe who pro-
moted, and of thofe who oppofed, the negotiations of the peace
made at Utrecht, and on the comparifon of the meafare pur-
fued by the queen with that which fhe might have purfued,
becaufe the great benefit we ought to reap from the ftudy of
hiftory, cannot be reaped unlefs we accuftom ourfelves to com-
pare the conduct of different governments, and different par-
ties, in the fame conjunctures, and to obferve the meafures
they did purfue, and the meafures they might have purfued,
with the actual confequences that followed one, and the pofli-
ble, or probable confequences, that might have followed the
other. By this exercife of the mind, the ftudy of hiflory an-
ticipates, as it were, e_‘:perimce, as I have obferved in one of
the firft of thefe letters, and prepares us for adtion. If this
confideration fhould not plead a futhcient excufe for my
prolixity on this head, I have one more to add that may. A
rage of warring pofleffed a party in our nation till the death
of the Jate queen: a rage of ncgotiating has poffefled  the
fame party of men, ever fince. You have feen the confe-
quences of one: you fee actually thofe of the other. The
rage of warring confirmed the beggary of our nation, which
Legan as carly as the revolution 5 but then it gave, in the laft

Vor. 1L S{{ war,
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war, reputation to our arms, and our councils too. For tho

I think, and muft always think, that the princip e, on which
we acted after dcpartmg from th':.t laid down in the grand
alliance of one thoufand feven hundred and one, was wrong ;
yet muft we confels that it was purfued wilely, as well as
boldly. The rage of negotiating has been a chargeable
rage likewile, at Jeaft as chqmcabk in its proportion. Far
from paying our debts, contraé &ed in war, they continue much
the {ame, after three and twenty years of peace. The taxes
that opprefs our mercantile intereft the moft are flill in mort-
gage ; and thofe that opprefs the landed intereft the moft,
inftead of being laid on extraordinary occafions, are become
the ordinary funds for the current fervice of every year. 'This
is grievous, and the more fo to any man, who has the honor
of his country, as well as her profperity at heart, becaufe we
have not, in this cafe, the ’ury confolation we had in the
other. The age of negotiating began twenty years ago, un-
der pretence of confummating the treaty of Utrecht : and,
from that time to this, our minifters have been in one perpe-
tual maze. They havg made themfelves and wus, often, ob-
jects of averfion to the powers on the continent: and we are
become at laft obje@s of contempt, even to the Spaniards.
What other effe@ could our abfurd condué have ? What other
return has it deferved ? We came exhaufted out of long wars ;
and, inftead of purfuing the meafures neceflary to give us
means and opportunity to repair our ftrength and to diminifh
our burdens, our minifters have a&ed, fiom that time to this,
like men who fought pretences to keep the nation in thc
fame exhaufted condition, and under tI‘c fame load of debt.
This may have been their view perhaps ; and we could not
be f"rprm.d if we beard the fame men declare - national po-
verty neceflary to fupport the prefent government, who have
fo frequently declared corruption and a ftanding army to b:

{o.
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fo. Your good fenfe, my lord, your virtue, and your love
of your country, will always determine you to oppole fuch
vile {chemes, and to contribute your utmoft towards the cure
of both thefe kinds of rage; the rage of warring, without
any pmportionab]c intereft of our own, for the ambition of
others; and the rage of negotiating, on every occafion, at
any rate, without a fuflicient call to it, and without any part
of that deciding influence which we ought to have. Our
nation inhabits an ifland, and is one of the principal nations
of Europe; but to maintain this rank, we muft take the ad-
vantages of this {ituation, which ‘have been neglected by us for
almoft half a century: we muft always remember, that we
are not part of the continent, but we muft never forget that
we are neighbors to it. I will conclude, by applying a rule,
that Horack gives for the conduc of an epic or dramatic poem,
to the part Great Britain ought to take in the affairs of the
continent, if you allow me to transform Britannia into a male
divinity, as the verfe requires.

Nec Deus interfit, nifi dignus vindice nodus
Inciderit.

If thefe refle@ions are juft, and I fhould not have offered them
to your lordthip had they not appeared both juit and impor-
tant to my beft underftanding, you will think that 1 have
not {pent your time unprofitably in making them, and excit-
ing you by them to examine the true intereft of your coun-
try zelatively to foreign affairs ; and to compare it with thofe
principles of conduct, that, I am perfuaded, have no other
foundation than party-defigns, prejudices, and habits ; the

rivate intereft of fome men, and the ignorance and rafhnefs
of others,

S{{2 My
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My letter is grownfo long that I fhall fay nothing to your
lord{bhip at this time concerning the ftudy of modern hiftory,.
relatively to the interefts of your country in domeftic affairs;
and I think there will be no need to do fo at any other. The
Hiftory of the rebellion by your great grandfather, and his
private memorials, which your lordfhip has in manuferipe,
will guide you furely as faras they go: where they leave you,
your lordthip muft not expe@ any hiftory ; for we have more
reafon to make this complaint, ¢ abeft enim hiftoria litteris nof-
< tris;” than Turry had to put it into the mouth of Arricus,
his firft book Of laws But where hiftory leaves you, it is
wanted leaft : the traditions of this century, and of the latter
end of the laft, arc freth. Many, who were adors in fome
of thefe events, are alive 5 and many who have converfed with
thofe that were actors in others. The public is in poffeffion
of {everal colle@ions and memorials, and feveral there are in
private hands. You will want no materials to form true no-
tions of tranfactions fo recent. Even pamphlets, writ on dif-
ferent fides and on different oceafions in our party difputes,
and hiftories of no more authority than pamphlets, will help
you to come at truth  Read them with fufpicion, my lord,
for they deferve to be fufpected ; pay no regard to the epithets
given, nor to the judgments paflfed ; negle& all declamation,
weigh the reafoning, and advert to fa@. With fuch precau-
tions, even Burnet’s hiftory may be of fome ufe. In a word,
your lordfthip will want no help of mine to difcover, by what
progreflion the whole conftitution of our country, and even the
chara&er of our nation, has been altered : nor how much
a worfe ufe, in a national fenfe, tho a better in the fenfe of
party politics, the men called Whigs have made of long wars
and new {yftems of revenue, fince the revolution; than the
men called Tories made, before it, of long peace, and flale
prerogative.  When you look back three or four gencrations

ago,
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ago, you will fee that the Englifh were a plain, perhaps a
rough, but a good-natured hofpitable people, _jca]ous of their
liberties, and able as well as ready to defend them, with their
tongucs, their pens, and their fwords. = The reftoration began
to turn hofpitality into luxury, pleafure into debauch, and
country peers and country commoners into courtiers and men
of mode. But whillt our luxury was young, it was little
more than elegance : the debauch of that age was enlivened
with wit, and varnithed over with gallantry. The courtiers
and the men of mode knew what the conftitution was, ref-
pected it, and often afferted it.  Arts and f{ciences florithed,
and, if we grew more trivial, we were not become either
orofly ignorant, or openly profligate. Since the revolu-
tion, our kings have been reduced indeed to a iceming an-
nual dependance on parliament ; but the bufinefs of parliament,
which was efteemed in general a duty before, has been exer-
cifed in general as a trade fince.. The trade of parliament,
and the trade of funds, have grown univerfal. Men, who
food forward in the world, have attended to little elfe.  The
frequency of parliaments, that increafed their importance, and
{hould have increafed the refpe for them, has taken off from:
their dignity : and the fpirit that prevailed, whilft the fervice
in them was duty, has been debafed fince it became a trade,
Few know, and fcarce any refped, the Britifh conftitution :
that of the Church has been long fince derided ; that of the
State as long negleéted ; and both have been left at the mercy
of the men in power, whoever thofe men were. Thus the
Church, at leaft the hierarchy, however facred in its origin
or wife in its inflitution, is become an ufelefs burden on the
State: and the State is become, under ancient and known:
forms, a new and undefinable monfter ; compofed of a king
without monarchical {plendor, a fenate of nobles without arif-
tocratical independency, and a fenate of commons without
democraticai:
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democratical freedom. In the mean time, my lord, the very
idea of wit, and all that can be called tafte, has been lof}
among the great ; arts and {ciences are fcarce alive ; luxur

has been increafed but not refined ; corruption has been efta-
blithed, and is avowed. When governments are worn out,
thus it is: the decay appears in every inftance. Public and
private virtue, public and private {pirit, fcience, and wit, de-
cline all together.

Tuar you, my lord, may have a long and glorious fhare
in reftoring all thefe, and in drawing our government back to
the true principles of it, 1 with moft heartily:  Whatever er-
rors I may have committed in public life, 1 have always loved
my country : whatever faults may be objected to me in pri-
vate life, I have always loved my friend ; whatever ufage I
have received from my country, it fhall never make me break
with her : whatever ufage I have received from my friends, 1
never {hall break with one of them, while I think him a friend
to my country. Thefe are the {entiments of my heart, I
know they are thofe of your lordfhip’s: and a communion of
fuch fentiments 4s-a-tye that will engage me to be, as long as
I live, '

My lord,

Your moft faithful fervant.
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General Hiftory of EuroPE.
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SHALL take the liberty of writing to you a little of-

I tener than the three or four times a year, which you tell
me, are all you can allow yourfelf to write to thofe you like
beft : and yet I declare to you with great truth, that you never
knew me fo bufy in your life, as I am at prefent. You muft
not imagine from hence, that I am writing memoirs of my-
felf. The {ubjeé is too {light to defcend to pofterity, in any
other manner, than by that occafional mention which may be
made of any little aor in the hiftory of our age.  SviLLa,
Cazsar, and others of that rank, were, whilft they lived, at
the head of mankind : their ftory was in fome fort the ﬁory
of the world, and {fuch as might very properly be tran{mitted
under their names to future generations. But for thofe who
have a&ed much inferior parts, if they publl {h the piece, and
call it after their own names, they are impertinent ; if they
publith only their own fhare in it, they inform mankmd by
halves, and neither give much inﬁrué’cion, nor create much
attention,
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attention. France abounds with writers of this fort, and, I
think, we fall into the other extreme. Let me tell you, on
this occaﬁon, what has fometimes come into my thoughts.

Tuere is hardly any century in hiftory which began by
opening {o great a {cene, as the century wherein we live, and
{hall, I {fuppofe, die. Compare it with others, even the moft
famous, and you will think fo. I will fketch the two laft, te
help your memory.

Tut lofs of that balance which Laurence of Medicis had
preferved, during his time, in Italy ; the expedition of CaaRLES
the eighth to Naples ; the intricues of the duke of Mivraw,
who fpun, with all the refinements of art, that net wherein
he was taken at laft himfelf ; the fuccefsful dexterity of Frr-
piNaND the Catholic, who built one pillar of the Aufirian
greatnefls in Spain, in Ttaly, and in the Indies ; as the fuccel~
fion ‘of the houfe of Burgundy, joined to the imperial dignity
and 'the hereditary countries, eftablithed another in ‘the up-
per and lower Germany : thefe caufes, and many others, com-
bined to form a very extraordinary conjunéure ; and by their
confequences, to render the fixteenth century fruitful of great
events, and of aftonifthing revolutions.

Tue bcgmmnrr of the feventeenth opened flill a greater
and more important fcene. The Spamh yoke was well-nigh
impofed on Italy by ‘the famous triumvirate, Torepo at Mi-
lan, Ossuna at Naples, and La'Ctgva at Venice. The di-
ftractions of France, as well as the ftate-policy of the queen
mother, {educed by Rome, and amufed by Spain ;
picable charader of our ]AMEQ the firft, the rafthnefs of the
eleGtor Palatine, the bad intclligence of the princes and {tates
of ‘the league in Germany, the mercenary teroper of Jomn

GEORGE
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Georce of Saxony, and the great qualities of MaxmrLian of
Bavaria, raifed Ferpinanp the fecond to the imperial throne ;
when, the males of the elder branch of the Auftrian family in
Germany being extinguifhed at the death of MaTTmIAs, no-
thing was more defirable, nor perhaps more practicable, than
to throw the empire into another houfe. Germany ran the
fame rifque as Italy had done : Ferpinanp feemed more like-
ly, even than Cuaries the fifth had been, to become abfo-
lute mafter; and, if France had not furnifhed the greateft mi-
nifter, and the North the greateft captain, of that age, in the
fame point of time, Vienna and Madrid would have given the
Jaw to the weftern world.

As the Auftrian fcale funk, that of Bourbon rofe. The
true date of the rife of that power, which has made the kings
of France {o confiderable in Europe, goes up as high as
Cuarves the feventh, and Lewis the cleventh, The weak-
nefs of our Henry the fixth, the loofe condu& of Epwarp
the fourth, and perhaps the overfights of Henry the feventh,
helped very much to knit that monarchy together, as well as
to enlarge it. Advantage might have been taken of the divi-
fions which religion occafioned ; and fupporting the proteftant
party in France would have kept that crown under reftraints,
and under inabilities, in fome meafure equal to thofe which
were occafioned antiently by the vaft alienations of its de-
mefnes, and by the exorbitant power of it’s vaffals, But
James the firft was incapable of thinking with fenfe, or a&-
ing with fpiriz.  CHARLES the firft had an imperfe&t glimpfe
of his true intereft, but his uxo:ious temper, and the extrava-
gancy of that madman Buckincaam, gave Ricurrizo time to
‘;"i-:nﬂ‘} a great part of his profcﬁt; and the mileries that fol-
lowed in England, gave Mazarin time and opportunity to

Vor. IL (o8-t com-




506 A Praw for a

complete the {yftem. The laft great a& of this cardinal’s ad-
miniftration was the Pyrcneanz.treaty.

Here 1 would begin, by reprefenting the face of Europe
fuch as it was at that epocha, the interefts and the condu@ of
England, France, Spain, Holland, and the empire. A fum-
mary recapitulation {hould follow of all the fteps taken by
France, during more than twenty years, to arrive at the great
obje& fhe had propofed to herfelf in making this treaty: the
moft {olemn article of which the minifter, who negotiated i,
defigned fhould be violated ; as appears by his letters, writ
from the Ifland of Pheafants, if I miftake not. After
this, another draught of Europe thould have it’s place, accord-
ing to the relations, which the {everal powers ftood in, one
towards another, in one thoufand fix hundred and cighty
eight : and the alterations which the revolution in England
made in the politics of Europe. A fummary account fhould
follow of the events of the war that ended in one thoufand fix
hundred and ninety feven, with the different views of kin
WirLiam the third, and Lewis the fourteenth, in making the
peace of Ryfwic; which matter has been much canvafled, and
is little underftood. Then the difpofitions made by the par-
tition-treaties, and the influences and confequences of thefe:
treaties ; and a third draught of the ftate of Europe at the
death of Cuarvres the fecond of Spain.  All this would make:
the fubje& of one or two books, and would be the moft pro-
per introduction imaginable to an hiftory of that war with
which our century began, and of the peace which followed.

THis war, forefeen for above half a century, had' been,
during all that time, the great and conftant obje¢t of the coun~
cils of Europe. The prize to be contended for was the rich-

eft
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eft that ever had been ftaked, fince thofe of the Perfian and
Roman empires. The union of two powers, which feparately,
and in oppofition, had aimed at univerfal monarchy, was ap-
prehended. The confederates therefore engaged in it, to
maintain a balance between the two houfes of Aufiria and
Bourbon, in order to preferve their fecurity, and to affert their
independance. But with the [uccefs of the war they changed
their views : and, if ambition began it on the fide of France;
ambition continued it on the other. The battles, the fieges,
the furprifing revolutions, which happened in the courfe of
this war, are not to be paralleled in any period of the fame
compafs. The motives, and the meafures, by which it was
protracted, the true reafons why it ended in a manner, which
appeared not proportionable to it’s fuccefs ; and the new poli-
tical fate, into which Europe was thrown by the treaties of
Utrecht and Baden, are fubjeéts on which few perfons have
the neceflary informations, and yet every one fpeaks with af-
furance, and even with paffion. I think I could {peak on
them with fome knowledge, and with as much indifference
as Porveius does of the negotiations of his father Lycorras,
even in thofe points where I was myfelf an actor.

I wirL even confefs to you, that T fhould not defpair of
performing this part better than the former. There 1s nothing
in my opinion fo hard to execute, as thofe political maps, if
you will allow me fuch an expreflion, and thofe fyftems of
hints, rather than relations of events, which are neceflary to
conne¢t and explain them ; and which muft be fo concife,
and yet fo full ; fo complicate, and yet fo clear. I know no-
thing of this fort well done by the antients. SALLUST S intro-
duétion, as well as that of Tuucypipes, might ferve almoft
for any other picce of the Roman or Greek flory, as well as
for thofe which thefe two great authors chofe. Porysius does

T AX -2 not
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not come up, in his introduction, to this idea neither. Among
the moderns, the firft book of Macuiaver’s hiftory of Flo-
rence is a noble original of this kind : and perhaps father
Paul’s hiftory ‘of benefices is, in the fame kind of compofi-

tion, inimitable.

Tuese are a few of thofe thoughts, which come into my
mind when I confider how incumbent it is on every man,
that he fhould be able to give an account even of his leifure ;
and, in the midft of folitude, be of fome ufe to focicty.

I xnow net whether I fhall have courage enough to under-
take the tatk I have chalked out: I diftruft my abilities with
reafon, and I fhall want feveral informations, not eafy, I
doubt, for me to obtain. But, in all events, it will not be

offible for me to go about it this year ; the reafons of which
would be long enough to fill another letter, and I doubt that
you will think this grown too bulky already.

Adieu.

OF
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RETIREMENT and STUDY:

To the Right Honorable

Liohaiad AL U RSl

7 DI SE0W 188 TR e ) 2

SINCE my laft to your lordfhip, this is the firft favorable
opportunity I have had of keeping the promife I made
you. I will avoid prolixity, as much as T can, in a firfk
draught of my thoughts ; but I muft give you them as they rife
in my mind, without ftaying to marfhal them in clofe order.

As proud as we are of human reafon, nothing can be more
abfurd than the general fyftem of human life, and human know~
ledge. This faculty of Juh'._gniﬂia_illg true fi‘OI.‘..‘l falfe, right from
wrong, and what is agreeabls, from what is repugnant, to

nature,
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nature, either by one a&, or by a longer procefs of intuition,
has not been given with o fparing an hand, as many appear-
ances would make us apt to believe. If it was cultivated,
therefore, as early, and as carefully as it might be, and if the
exercife of it was left generally as free as it ought to be, our
common notions and opinions would be more confonant to

truth than they are: and, truth being but one, they would
be more uniform likewife.

Bur this rightful miftrefs of human life and knowledge,
whofe proper office it is to prefide over both, and to direct us
in the condu& of one and the purfuit of the other, becomes
degraded in the intellectual oeconomy. She is reduced to a
mean and fervile flate, to the vile drudgery of conniving at
principles, defending opinions, and confirming habits, that
are none of hers. They, who do her moft honor, who con-
fult her ofteneft, and obey her too very often, are ftill guilty
of limiting her authority according to maxims, and rules, and
ichemes, that chance, or ignorance, or intereft, firft devifed,
and that cuftom fancifies : cuftom, that refult of the paflions
and prejudices of many, and of the defigns of a few: that
ape of reafon, who ufurps her feat, exercifes her power, and
is obeyed by mankind in her flead. Men find it eafy, and
government makes it profitable, to concur in eftablifhed fy-
ftems of fpeculation and pra&ice: and the whole turn of edu-
cation prepares them to live upon credit all their lives. Much
pains are taken, and time beflowed, to teach us what to
think ; but little or none of either, to inflru® us how to
think. The magazine of the memory is ftored and ftufted
betimes ; but the condu@ of the underftanding is all along
neglected, and the free exercife of it is, in effe@, forbid in all
places, and in terms in fome,

THERE
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Turre is a ftrange diftruft of human reafon in every hu-
man inftitution : this diftruft is fo apparent, that an habitual
{fubmiffion to fome authority, or other, is forming in us from
our cradles 5 that principles of reafoning, and matters of fa&,
are inculcated in our tender minds, before we are able to ex-
ercife that reafon ; and that, when we are able to exercife it,
we are cither forbid, or frightened from doing fo, even on
things that are themfelves the proper objeés of reafon, or that
are delivered to us upon an authority whofe {ufficiency or in-
{ufhcieney is fo moft evidently.

O~ many fubjeés, fuch as the general laws of natural re-
ligion, and the general rules of fociety and good policy, men
of all countries and languages, who cultivate their reafon,
judge alike. The fame premifes have led them to the fame
conclufions, and fo, following the fame guide, they have trod
in the fame path: at leaft, the differences are {mall, cafily
reconciled, and fuch as could not, of themfelves, contradi-
ftinguifh nation from nation, religion from religion, and fe&
from fe¢t. How comes it then, that there are other points,
on which the moft oppofite opinions are entertained, and fome
of thefe with {fo much heat, and fury, that the men on one
fide of the hedge will die for the affirmative, and the men
on the other for the negative ? ¢« Toute opinion eft affez forte
“ pour fe faire époufer au prix de la vie,” fays MonTacns,
whom I often quote, asI do Senrca, rather for the fmartnefs
of expreflion, than the weight or newnefs of matter. Look
narrowly into it, and you will find that the points agreed on,
and the points dilputed, are not proportionable to the com-
mon fenfe and general reafon of mankind, Nature and truth
are the fame every where, and reafon thews them every where
alike. DBut the accidental and ether caufes, which give rife
and growth to opinions, both in fpeculation and pradtice, aref‘:

oF
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of infinite variety ; and where ever thefe opinions are once con-
firmed by cuftom and propagated by education, various, in-
confiftent, contradiGory as they are, they all pretend (and all
their pretences are backed by pride, by paffion, and by inte-
reft) to have reafon, or revelation, or both, on their fide; tho
neither reafon nor revelation can be poffibly on the fide of
more than one, and may be poflibly on the fide of none.

Tnus it happens that the people of Tibet are Tartars and
idolaters, that they are Turks and Mahometans at Conftanti-
nople, Italians and Papifts at Rome; and how much foever
education may be lefs confined, and the means of knowledge
more attainable, in France and our own country, yet thus it
happens in great meafure that Frenchmen and Roman Ca-
tholics are bred at Paris, and Englithmen and Proteftants at
London. For men, indeed, properly fpeaking, are bred t
where: every one thinks the f{yftem, as he fpeaks the lﬂn—
guage, of his country ; at leaft there are few lh&t think, and
none that ac, in any country, according to the dicates of
pure unbiafied reafon ; unlefs they may be faid to do {o, when
reafon direds them to fpeak and a& according to the {yftem
of their country, o ﬁcl, at the fame. time as fhe leads them
to think uuoxdmg to that of nature and truth.

Trus the far greateft part of mankind appears reduced to
a lower flate than other animals, in that very refpect, on ac-
count of - which we claim fo great {uncnomv over them ;
becaufe inflin@, that has it’s due effe&, is pIuCl'l!‘!t. to reafon
that has not, 1 fuppofe in this place, with philofophers, and
the vulgar, that which I am in no wife ready to ’lﬂll my that
other animals have no fhare of human reafon: for, let me fa
by the way, it is much more l;kc]y other animals (hould fhare
the human, which is denied; than that man fhould fhare the
divine
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divine reafon, which is affirmed. But, fuppofing our mono-
poly of reafon, would not your lordﬂnp chufe to walk upon
four legs, to wear a long tail, and to be called a beaft, with
the advantage of being determined by irrefiftible and unerr-
ing inftin& to thofe truths that are neceffary to your well-be-
ing ; rather than to walk on two legs, to wear no tail, and
to be honored with the title of man, at the expence of devi-
ating from them perpetually ? Inflinét adts {pontancouily
whenever it’s ation is neceffary, and dire@s the animal ac-
cording to the purpofe for which it was 1mpjanred in him.
Reafon is a nobler and more extenfive faculty ; for it extends
to the unneceflary as well as neceffary, and to fatisfy our cu-
riofity as well as our wants: but reafon muft be excited, or
the will remain inacive ; fhe muft be left free, or the will con-
dué us wrong, and carry us farther aftray from her own pre-
cinés than we fhould go without her help : in the firft cafe,
we have no fuflicient guide ; and in the fecond, the more we
employ our reafon, the more unreafonable we are.

Now if all this be {o, if reafon has fo little, and ignorance,
p:lﬁi(}rl, intereft, and cuftom {o much to do, in forming our
oplmons and our habits, and in direéting thL whole condudt
of human life; is it not a thing defirable by every thinking
, to have the fJi_:‘Jr)IUJI}'t\. 1n¢ h lged to fo few by the courfe
of accidents, the opportunity ¢ fecum effe, et fecum vivere,”

H ' = | .
f living fome years at leaft to ourlelves, and for ourfelves, in

man

a flate of freedom, under the laws of reafon, inftead of paf-
{fino our whole time in a flate of vaflalage under thofe of au-
thority and cuftom ? Is it not worth our “while to con template
ourfelves, and others, and all the things of this world, once
before we lcave them, through the medium of pure, and,
I may fay fo, of undefiled reafon ? Is i not worth our wlnL,
to :‘t;:;‘;‘a‘wc or condemn, on our own authoiity, what we re-
Vor. Il Uuuau ceive
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ceive in the beginning of life on the authority of other men,
who were not then better able to judge for us, than we are
now to judge for ourfelves?

Tuat this may be done, and has been done to fome de-
gree, by men who remained much more mingled than I de-
fign to be for the future, in the company and bufinefs of the
world, T fhall not deny : but fill it is better done in retreat,
and with greater eafe and ‘pleafure. Whilft we remain in the
world, we are all fettered down, more or lefs, to one com-
mon level, and have neither all the leifure; nor all the means
and advantages, to foar above it, which we may procure to
ourfelves, by breaking thefe fetters, in retreat. To talk of
abftraéting ourfelves from matter, laying afide body, and be-
ing refolved, as it were, into pure intelle&, is proud, meta-
phyfical, unmeaning jargon: but to abftra& ourfelves from
the prejudices, and habits, and pleafures, and bufinefs of the
world, is no more than many are, tho all are not, capable of
doing. They who can do this, may elevate their fouls in re-
treat to an higher ftation, and may take from thence fuch a
view of the world, as the fecond Scirro took in his dream,
from the feats of the blefled, when the whole earth appeared
{o little to him, that he could fcarce difcern that {peck of dirt,
the Roman empire. Such a view as this will encreafe our
knowledge by fthewing us our ignorance ; will diftinguifh every
degree of probability from the loweft to the higheft, and mark
the diftance between that and certainty ; will difpel the into-
xicating fumes of philofophical prefumption, and teach us to
eftablith our peace of mind, where alone it can reft {ccurely,
in refignation : in fhort, fuch a view will render life more
agrecable, and death lefs terrible. Is not this bufineff, m
lord? Is not this pleafure too, the higheft pleafure ? The
world can afford us none fuch; we muft retire from the

world
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world to tafte it with a full guft; but we fhall tafte it the
better for having been in the world, The fhare of fenfual
pleafures, that a man of my age can promife himfelf, is hard-
Iy worth attention : he thould be fated, he will be foon dif-
abled ; and very little refle@tion furely will fuffice, to make
his habits of this kind lofe their power over him, in propor-
tion at leaft as his power of _indulging them diminithes. Be-
fides, your lordfhip knows that my icheme of retirement ex-
cludes none of thefe pleafures that can be taken with decency
and conveniency ; and to fay the truth, I believe that I al-
low myfelf more in fpeculation, than I fhall ind I want in
pradtice. As to the habits of bufinefs, they can have no hold
on one who has been fo long tired with it. You may obje&,
that tho a man has difcarded thefe habits, and has not even
the embers of ambition about him to revive them, yet he can-
not renounce all public bufinefs as abfolutely as I feem to doj
becaufe a better principle, a principle of duty, may fummon
him to the fervice of his country. I will anfwer you with
great fincerity. No man has higher notions of this duty'than
1 have. I think that {carce any age, or circumftances, can
difcharge us entirely from it; no, not my own. But as we
are apt to take the impulfe of our own paflions, for a call
to the performance of this duty; fo when thefe paflions im-
sel us no longer, the call that puts us upon action muit be
real, and loud too, Add to this, that there are different
methods, proportioned to different circumftances and fituati-
ons, of performing the fame duty. In the midft of retreat,
where ever it may be fixed, I. may contribute to defend and
preferve the Britifh conflitution of government: and you, my
lord, may depend upon me, that whenever I can, I will
Should any one afk you, in this cafe, from whom I expect my
reward ? Anfwer him by declaring to whom I pay this .{E-r-
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vice; ¢ Deo immortali, qui me non accipere modo haec a
¢ majoribus voluit, fed etiam pofteris prodere.”

Bur, to lead the life I propofe with fatisfacion and profit,
renouncing the pleafures and bufinefs of the world, and break-
ing the habits of both, is not {ufficient: the {upine creature
whofe underftanding is fuperﬁcially employed, through life,
about a few general notions, and is never bent to a clofe and
fteddy purfuit of truth, may renounce the pleafures and bufi-
nefs of the world, for even in the bufinefs of the world we fee
fuch creatures often employed, and may break the habits ;
nay he may retire and drone away life in {olitude, likea monk,
or like him over the door of whofe houfe, as if his houfe had
been his tomb, fomebody writ, « Here lies fuch an one.” But
no fuch man will be able to make the true ufe of retirement,
The employment of his mind, that would have been agree-
ble and cafy if he had accuftomed himfelf to it early, will be
unpleafant and impracicable late : fuch men lofe thejr intel-
leGtual powers for want of exerting them, and, having trifled
away youth, are reduced to the neceflity of trifling away age.
It fares with the mind juft as it does with the body. He who
was born with a texture of brain as ftrong as that of NewTon,
may become unable to perform the common rules of arjth.
metic : juft as he who has the fame clafticity in his mufcles,
the fame fupplenefs in his joints, and all his nerves and finews
as well braced as Jacor Hari, may, become a fat un-
wieldy {luggard.  Yet farther, the implicit creature, who has
thought it all his life needlefs, or unlawful, to examine the
principles or fa&s that he took originally on truft, will be as
little able as the other, to improve his folitude to any good
purpofe : unlefs we call it a good purpofe, for that fometimes
happens, to confirm and exalt his prejudices; {o that he may

live
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live and die in one continued delirium. The confirmed pre-
judices of a thoughtful life are as hard to change as the con-
firmed habits of an indolent life : and as fome muft trifle away
age becaufe they have trifled away youth, others muft labor
on in a maze of error, becaufe they have wandered there too
long to find their way out.

Turre is a prejudice in China in favor of little feet, and
therefore the feet of girls are fwathed and bound up from the
cradle, fo that the women of that country are unable to walk
without tottering and ftumbling all their lives. Among the
favages of America, there are fome who hold flat heads and
long ears in great eficem, and therefore prefs the one, and
draw down the others fo hard from their infancy, that they
deftroy irru;overab]y the true proportions o nature, and con-
tinue all their lives ridiculous to every fight but their own.
Juft fo, the firft of thefe characters cannot make any progrefs,
and the fecond will not attempt to make any, in an impartial
fearch after real knowledge.

To fet about acquiring the habits of meditation and ftudy
late in life, is like getting into a go-cart with a grey beard,
and learning to walk when we have loft the ufe of cur legs.
In general, the foundations of an happy old age muft be laid
in youth : and in particular, he who has not cultivated his
reafon young, will be utterly unable to improve it old. ¢ Ma-
* pent ingenia fenibus, modo permaneant ftudium et induftria,’”

Nort only a love of ftudy, and a defire of knowledge, muft
have grown up with us, but fuch an induftrious application
likewife, as requires the whole vigor of the mind to be exerted
in the purfuit of truth, through long trains of ideas, and all
thofe dark recefles wherein man; not God, has hid it. s

HIS
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Turs love and this defire I have felc all my life, and I am
not quite a ftranger to this induftry and application. There
has been {fomething always ready to whifper in my ear, whilft
I ran the coutfe of pleafure and of bufinefs,

¢ Solve fenefcentem mature fanus equum.”

Bur my genius, unlike the demon of Socrares, whifpered
{o {oftly, that very often I heard him not, in the hurry of
thofe paffions by which I was tranfported. Some calmer
hours there were: in them I hearkened to him. Refle&ion
had often it’s turn, and the love of ftudy and the defire of
knowledge have never quite abandoned me. I am not there-
fore entirely unprepared for the life I will lead, and it is not
without reafon that I promife myfelf more fatisfaction in the
latter part of it, than I ever knew in the former.

Your lordfhip may think this perhaps a little too fan-
guine, for one who has loft fo much time already: you may
put me in mind, that human life has no fecond fpring, no
fecond fummer : you may atk me, what I mean by fowing
in autumn, and whether I hope to reap in winter? My an-
{wer will be, that I think very differently from moft men, of,
the time we have to pafs, and the bufinefs we have to do in
this world. I think we have more of one, and lefs of the:
other, than is commonly fuppofed. Our want of time, and
tne fhortnels of human life, are fome of the principal com-
mon-place complaints, which we prefer againft the effablithed
order of things: they are the grumblings of the vulgar, and
the pathetic lamentations of the philofopher ; but they are im-
pertinent and impious in both. The man of bufinefs defpifes
the man of pleafure, for {quandering his time away ; the man
of pleafure pities or laughs at the man of bufinefs, for the fame

2 thing :
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thing : and yet both concur fupercilioufly and abfurdly to
find fault with the Supreme Being, for having given them fo
little time.  The philofopher, who mifpends it very often as
much as the others, joins in the fame cry, and authorifes this
impiety. Trreorurastus thought it extremely hard to die
at ninety, and to go out of the world when he had juft learn-
ed how to live in it.  His mafter ArisTorre found fault with
nature, for treating man in this refpe&t worfe than feveral
other animals: both very unphilofophically ! and T love Sk-
NEcA the better for his quarrel with the 8Stagirite on this head.
We fce, in fo many inflances, a juft proportion of things,
according to their feveral relations to one another, that philo-
fophy fhould lead us to conclude this proportion preferved,
even where we cannot difcern it ; inftead of leading us to con-
clude that it is not preferved where we do not difcern it, or
where we think that we fece the contrary. To conclude
otherwife, is fhocking prefumption. It is to prefume that the
fyltem of the univerfe would have been more wifely contriv-
ed, if creatures of our low rank among intellectual natures
had been called to the councils of the Moft High ; or that
the Creator ought to mend his work by the advice of the crea-
ture. 'That life which feems to our felf-love fo fhort, when
we compare it with the ideas we frame of eternity, or even with
the duration of fome other beings, will appear {ufficient, upon
a lefs partial view, to all the ends of our creation, and of a
juft proportion in the fucceflive courfe of generations. The
term itfelf is long: we render it fhort; and the want we
complain of flows from our profufion, not from our po-
verty. We are all arrant fpendthrifts ; fome of us diffipate our
eftates on the trifles, fome on the fuperfluitics, and then
we all complain that we want the neceffaries, of life. The
much greateft part never reclaim, but die bankrupts to Gop
and man. Others reclaim late, and they are apt to ima-

gine,
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gine, when they make up their accounts and fee how their
fund is diminifthed, that they have not enough remaining to
live upon, becaufe they have not the whole. But they deceive
themfelves: they were richer than they thought, and they are
not yet poor. If they hufband well the remainder, it will be
found fufficient for all the neceflaries, and for fome of the
fuperfluities, and trifles too perhaps, of life: but then the
former order of expence muft be inverted ; and the neceflaries
of life muft be provided,.before they put themfelves to any
coft for the trifles or fuperfluities.

LeT us leave the men of pleafure and of bufinefs, who are
often candid enough to own that they throw away their time,
and thereby to confefs that they complain of the Supreme Be-
ing for no other reafon than this, that he has not proportioned
his bounty to their extravagance : let us confider the fcholar
and the philofopher ; who, far from owning that he throws
any time away, reproves others for doing it : that folemn mor-
tal, who abftains from the pleafures, and declines the bufinefs
of the world, that he may dedicate his whole time to the
fearch of truth, and the improvement of knowledge. When
fuch an one complains of the fhortnefs of human life in
general, or of his remaining fhare in particular ; might not
a man, more reafonable tho lefs folemn, expoftulate thus
with him ?

“ Your complaint is indeed confiftent with your practice ;
but you would not, poffibly, renew your complaint if you
reviewed your practice. Tho reading makes a fcholar ; yet
every {cholar is not a philofopher, nor every philofopher a
wife man. It coft you twenty years to devour all the vo-
lumes on one fide of your library : you came out a great
critic in Latin and Greek, in the oriental tongues, in hifto-
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ry and chronology ; but you was not fatisfied : you con-
fefled that thefe were the ¢ literae nihil fanantes ;” and you
wanted more time to acquire other knowledge. You have
had this time : you have paffed twenty years more on the
other fide of your library, among philofophers, rabbies,
commentators, {choolmen, and whole legions of modern
do¢tors. You are extremely well verfed in all that has been
written concerning the nature of Gop, and of the foul of

man j about matter and form, body and fpirit ; and fpace,.

and eternal effences, and incorporeal fubftances; and the
reft of thofe profound {peculations. You are a mafter of the
controverfies that have arifen about nature and grace, about
predeftination and free will, and all the other abftrufe quel-
tions that have made fo much noife in the fchools, and done
fo much hurt in the world. You are going on, as faft

the infirmities you have contracted will permit, in the fame-

courfe of ftudy ; but you begln to forefee that you fhall
want time, and you make grievous complaints of the thort-

nefs of human life. Give me leave now to afk you; how:

many thoufand years God muft prolong your life, in order
to reconcile you to his wifdom and goodnefs? It is plain,
at leaft highly probable, that a life as long as that of the
moft aged of the patriarchs, would be too fhort to anfwer
your purpofes ; fince the refearches and difputes m which
you are engaged, . have been cllreqdy for a much Icwer
time the ob;efts of learned enquiries, and remain ft il a
imperfe@ and undetermined as they were at firft. But Ict
me afk you again, and deceive neither yourfelf nor me
Have you, in the courfe of thefe forty years, once examin-
ed the firft principles, and the fundamental fa&s, on which
all thofe queftions depend, with an abfolute mrilfhranu of
judgment, and with a fcrupulous exatnels? with the fame
1h(1t you have employed in examining the various confe-
Vou.: LI, &-X % ¢ quences
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quenges drawn from th:m, '1115 the heteradox opinir‘:m ahout
¢ them ? Have you naot taken mcm for m:mtcu, in the whole
% courfe of your ftudies? Or, if you h:we logked now and
% then on the flate of the proofs brought to maintain them,
¢ have you not done it as a mathematician looks over a de-
« monftrati n forme erly made, to refreth his memory, not to
“ fatisfy any doubt? If you have thus examined, it may ap-
Y pear marvellous to {fome, that you h have fpcnt fo much time
“ in many parts of thofe fiudies, which have reduced you to
¢ this he&ic condition, of {o much heat and weaknefs. But
¢« if you have not thus examined, it muft be evident to all,
“ pay to yourfelf on the leaft cool refle@ion, that you are
« fHll, not twithftanding all your learning, in a ﬂ'atb of igno-
¢ rance. For l\nowladgﬂ can alone produce knowledge: and
¢ without fuch an examination of axioms and fa@s, you can
¢ have none about inferences,”

L
ta

-
-

In this manner one might expoftulate very reafonably with
many a great {cholar, many a profound philofopher, many a
dogmatical cafluift. And it ferves to {et the complaints about
want of time, and the fhortnefs of human life, in a very ri-
diculous but a true llght All men are taught their opinions,
at leaft on the moft important fubjeéts, by rote; and are
bred to defend them with obftinacy. They may be taught
true opinions; but whether true or falfe, the fame zeal for
them, and the fame attachment to them, is every where
infpired alike. The Tartar believes as heartily that the
foul of For inhabits in his Darro, as the Chriftian believes
the hypoftatic union, or any article in the Athanafian
creed. Now this may anfwer the ends of fociety in fome
refpects, and do well enough for the vulgar of all ranks:
but it is not enough for the man who cultivates his rea-
fon, who is able to think, and who ought to think, for

him{elf.
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himfelf. 'To fuch a man, every opinion that he has not him-
felf either framed, or examined ftri¢tly, and then adopted,
will pafs for nothing more than what it really is, the opinion
of other men ; which may be true or falfe for aught he knows.
And this is a ftate of uncertainty, in which no fuch man can
remain, with any peace of mind, concerning thofe things
that are of greatet importance to us here, and may be {o
hercafter. He will make them therefore the objedls of his
firft and greateft attention. If he has loft time, he will lofe
no more ; and when he has acquired all the knowledge he is
capable of acquiring on thefe fubjects, he will be the lefs con-
cerned whether he has time to acquire any farther. Should
he have paffed his life in the pleafures or bufinefs of the world ;
whenever he fets about this work, he will foon have the ad-
vantage over the learned philofopher. For he will {foon have

fecured what is neceffary to his happinefs, and may fit down:

in the peaceful enjoyment of that knowledge : or proceed with
greater advantage and fatisfaction to the acquifition of new
knowledge ; whilft the other continues his fearch after things
that are in their nature, to fay the beft of them, hypothetical,
precarious, and {uperfluous.

Bur this is not the only rule, by obferving of which we
may redecm our time, and have the advantage over thofe who

imagine they have fo much in point of knowledge over your

lordfhip or me, for inftance, and who defpife our ignorance. -

The rule I mean is this ; to be on our guard againft the com-
mon arts of delufion, fpoken of already ; which, every one is
ready to confefs, have been employed to miflead thofe who

differ from him. Let us be diffident of ourfelves, but let us:

be diffident of others too: our own-paflions may lead us to
reafon wrong; but the paffions and interelt of others may have
the ame effe@. It is in every man’s power, who fcts about

Aox X2 it
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it in good earneft, to prevent the firft ; and when he has done
{fo, he will have a confcious certainty of it. To prevent the
laft, there is one, and but one fure method ; and that is, to
remount, in the furvey of our opinions, to the firft and even
remoteft principles on which they are founded. No refpect,
no habit, no feeming certainty whatever, muft divert us from
this ; any affectation of diverting us from it ought to increafe
our fufpicion : and the more important our examination is, the
more important this method of conduéting it becomes. Let
us not be frighted fragm it, either by the fuppofed difficulty or
length of fuch an enquiry; for, on the contrary, this is the
eafieft and the fthorteft, as well as the only {ure way of arriv-
ing at real knowledge ; and of being able to place the opinions
we examine in the different claffes of true, probable, or falfe,
according to the truth, probability, or falthood of the principles
from whence they are deduced. If we find thefe principles falfe,
and that will be the cafe in many inftances, we ftop our enqui-
ries on thefe heads at once ; and fave an immenfe deal of time
that we fhould otherwife mifpend. The Muflulman who enters
on the examination of all the difputes that have arifen between
the followers of Omar and Arr and_other do@ors of his law,
muft acquire a thorough knowledge of the whole Mahometan
{yftem ; and will have as good a right to complain of want of
time, and the thortnefs of human life, as any pagan or Chrif-
ftian divine or philofopher : but without all this time and learn-
ing, he might have difcovered that Manomer was an impof-
tor, and that the Koran is an heap of abfurdities. :
In fhort, my lord, he who retires from the world, with a
refolution of employing his lcifure, in the frft place to re-exa-
mine and fettle his opinions, is inexcufable if he does not be-
gin with thofe that are moft important to him, and if he does
notdeal honeftly by himfelf, 'To deal honeftly by himfclf, he

J'.]]Uﬁ
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muft obferve the rule I have infifted upon, and not f{uffer the
delufions of the world to follow him into his retreat.  Every
man’s reafon is every man’s oracle: this oracle is beft confult-
ed in the filence of retirement ; and when we have fo confult-
ed, whatever the decifion be,  whether in favor of our preju-
dices or againft them, we muft reft fatisfied : fince nothing
can be more certain than this, that he who follows that guide
in the fearch of truth, as that was given him to lcad him to
it, will have a much better plea to-make, whenever or where-
ever he may be called to account, than he, who has refigned
himfelf, either deliberately or inadvertently, to any authority
upon earth.

Wuen we have done this, concerning Gop, ourfelves, and
other men; concerning the relations in which we ftand to him
and to them ; the duties that refult from thefe relations; and
the pofitive will of the Supreme Being, whether revealed to
us in a fupernatural, or difcovered by the right ufe of our
reafon in a natural way--—we have done the great bufinefs of
our lives. Our lives are fo fufficient for this, thac they afford
us time for more, even when we begin late : efpecially if we
proceed in every other enquiry by the fame rule. To difco-
ver error in axioms, or in firft principles grounded on fadts,
is like the breaking of a charm. The enchanted caftle, the
fleepy rock, the burning lake difappear : and the paths that
lead to truth, which we imagined to be fo long, {fo embarraf-
fed, and fo difficult, thew as they are, fhort, open, and eaiy.
When we have fecured the neceflaries, there may be time to
amufe ourfelves with the fuperfiuities, and even with the tri-
fles of life. ¢ Dulce eft defipere,” faid Horace: ¢ Vive la
« bagatelle!” fays Swirn. I oppofe neither ; not the Epicu-
rean, much lefs the Chriftian philofopher : but 1 infift that a
principal part of thefe amufements be the amufements of

ﬁudy
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{tudy and refle@ion, of reading and converfation. You know
what converfation I mean ; for we lofe the true advantage of
our nature and conftitution, if we fuffer the mind to come,
as it were, to a ftand. When the body, inftead of acquiring
new vigor, and tafting new pleafures, begins to decline, and
is fated with pleafures, or grown incapable of taking them, the
mind may continue ftill to improve and indulge itfelf in new
enjoyments. Every advance in knowledge opens a new {cene
of delight; and the joy that we feel in the a&ual poffeffion
of one, will be heightened by that which we expe& to find
in another: {o that, before we can exhauft this fund of fuc-
ceflive pleafures, death will come to end our pleafures and our
pains at once. “ In his ftudiis laboribufque viventi, non in-
¢ telligitur quando obrepit fenectus: ita fenfim fine fenfu
¢ aetas fenelcit, nec {ubito frangitur, fed diuturnitate extin-
¢ guitur,”

Tuis, my lord, is the wifeft, and the moft agreeable man-
ner in which a man of fenfe can wind up the thread of life.
Happy is he whofe fituation and circumftances give him the
“opportunity and means of doing it! Tho he fhould not have

Sl e e ntes nik ledoe 1 thould: fe

made any great advances in knowledge, and fhould fet about
it late, yet the talk will not be found difficult, unlefs he has
gone too far out of his way ; and unlefs he continues too long
e : e e
to halt, between the diffipations of the world, and the leifure
of a retired life :

----- Vivendi reéte qui prorogat horam,
Rufticus expe¢tat dum defluat amnis,--~--

You know the reft. I am fenfible, more fenfible than an

enemy 1 have, of my natural infirmities, and acquired difad-

vantages : but I have begun, and I will perfift : for he who
jogs
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jogs forward on a battered horlfe, in the right way, may get
to the end of his journey; which he cannot do, who gallops
the fleeteft courler of New-Market, out of it,

Apizy, my dear lord, Tho I have much more to fay on
this fubjec, yet I perceive, and I doubt you have long per-
ceived, that I have faid too much, at leaft for a letter, al-
ready. The reft fhall be referved for converfation whenever
we meet : and then I hope to confirm, under your lordfhip’s
eye, my fpeculations by my practice. In the mean time let
me refer you to our friend Pore. He fays I made a philofo-
pher of him : I am fure he has contributed very much, and I
thank him for it, to the making an hermit of me.

End of the Seconp VoLuUME,
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