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I. That there is in hiftory {fufficient authenticity to render it
ufeful, notwithftanding all objections to the contrary.

IL. Of the method and due reftricions to be obferved in the
ftudy of it

HETHER the letter I now begin to write will be

long or thort; I know not : but I find my memory is
refrehed, my imagination warmed, and matter fows in fo
faft upon me, that I have not time to prefs it clofe.  Since
therefore you have provoked me to write, you muft be con-
tent to take what follows.

I nave obferved already that we are apt naturally to
apply to ourfelves what has happened to other men, and
that examples take their force from hence 5 as well thofe which
hiftory, as thofe which experience, offers to our refle&ion.
What we do not believe to have happened therefore, we fhall
not thus apply : and for want of the fame application, fuch
examples will not have the fame effect. Antient hiftory, fuch
antient hiftory as I have defcribed, is quite unfit therefore in

: this
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this refpect to anfwer the ends that every reafonable man fhould
propofe to himfelf in this ftudy ; becaufe fuch antient hiftory
will never gain fufficient credit with any reafonable man. A
tale well told, or a comedy or a tragedy well wrought up,
may have a momentary effe& upon the mind, by heating the

imagination, furprizing the judgment, and aflecting ﬁrgngly
the paflions. The Athenians are faid to have been tranfported
into a kind of martial phrenzy by the reprefentation of a tra-
gedy of ArsciyLus, and to have marched under this influence
from the theatre to the plains of MaraTuon. Thefe momen-
tary impref{lions might be managed, for aught I know, in fuch
manner as to contribute a little, by frequent repetitions of
them, towards maintaining a kind of habitual contempt of
folly, deteftation of vice, and admiration of virtue in well-
policed commonwealths. But then thefe imprefiions cannot
be made, nor this little effe@® be wrought, unlefs the fables
bear an appearance of truth. When they bear this appearance,
reafon connives at the innocent fraud of imagination ; reafon
difpenfes, in favor of probability; with thofe ftri¢t rules of
criticifm that fhe has eftablithed to try the truth of fac : but,
after all; fhe receives thefe fables as fables ;0 and as fuch only
fhe permits imagination to make the moft of them. If they
pretended to be hiftory, they would be foon fubjected to ano-
ther and more f{evere examination. What may have happened,
is the matter of an ingenious fable: what has happened, is
that of an authentic hiftory: the impreflions which one or
the other makes are in proportion. When imagination grows
lawlefs and wild, rambles out of the precin@s of nature, and
tells of heroes and giants, fairies and enchanters, of events
and of phaenomena repugnant to univerfal experience, to our
cleareft and moft diftiné ideas, and to all the known laws of
nature, reafon does not connive a moment ; but, far frog re-

ceiving fuch narrations as hifterical, fhe rejects them as un-
worthy
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worthy to be placed even among the fabulous. Such natra-
tions therefore cannot make the flighteft momentary impref-
fions on a mind fraught with knowledge, and void of fuper-
ftition. Impofed by authority, and affifted by artifice, the
delufion hardly prevails over common fenfe; blind ignorance
almoft {ees, and rafh fuperftition hefitates : nothing lefs than
enthufiafm and phrenfy can give credit to fuch hiftories,
or apply {uch examples. Don Quixors believed ; but even

Sancuo doubted.

Wuar I have faid will not be much controverted by any
man who has red Amapis of Gaul, or has examined our an-
tient traditions without prepoffeflion. The truth is, the prin-
cipal difference between them feems to be this. In Amabis
of Gaul, we have a thread of abfurdities that are invented
without any regard to probability, and that lay no claim to
belief : antient traditions are an heap of fables, under which
fome particular truths, infcrutable, and therefore ufelefs to
mankind, may lie concealed ; which have a juft pretence to
nothing more, and yet impofe themfelves upon us, and be-
come, under the venerable name of antient hiftory, the foun-
dations of modern fables, the materials with which fo many

fyftems of fancy have been ereéted.

Bur now, as men are apt to carry their judgments into
extremes, there are fome that will be ready to infift that all
hiftory is fabulous, and that the very beft is nothing better
than a probable tale, artfully contrived, and plaufibly told,
wherein truth and falfhood are indiftinguithably blended to-
gether.  All the inftances, and all the common-place argu-
ments, that Bavre and others have employed to eftablith this
fort of Pyrrhonifm, will be quoted : and from thence it will
be concluded, that if the pretended hiftories of the firft a.gf:sci

an
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and of the originals of nations, be too improbable and too ill
vouched to procure any degree of belief, thofe hiftories that
have been writ later, that carry a greater air of probability,
and that boaft even cotemporary authority, are at leaft infufh-
cient to gain that degree of firm belief, which is neceffary to
render the {tudy of them ufeful to mankind. = But here that
happens which often happens: the premifes are true, and the
conclufion is falfe; becaule a general axiom is eftablifhed pre-
carioufly on a certain number of partial obfervations. This
matter is of confequence; for it tends to afcertain the degrees
of affent that we may give to hiftory.

I acrer then that hiftory has been purpofely and {yftema-
tically falfified in all ages, and that partiality and prejudice
have occafioned both voluntary and involuntary errors even in
the belt. Let me fay without offence; my lord, fince I may
fay it with truth and am able to prove it, that ecclefiaftical
authority has led the way to this corruption in all ages, and all
religions. How monftrous were the abfurdities that the prieft-
hood impofed on the ignorance and fuperftition of mankind
in the Pagan world, concerning the originals of religions and
governments, their inftitutions and rites, their laws and cul-
toms ? What opportunities had they for fuch impofitions,
whilt the keeping the records and colleéting the tradi-
tions was in fo many nations the peculiar office of this
order of men? A cuftom highly extolled by Josteaus,
but plainly liable to the groffeft frauds, and even a temp-’
tation to them. If the foundations of Judaifm and Chrif-
tianity have been laid in truth, yet what numberlefs fables
have been invented to raife, to embellith, and to fupport thefe
ftruéures, according to the intereft and tafte of the feveral ar-
chite&s? That the Jews have been guilty of this will be al-
Jowed : and, to the fhame of chriftians, if not of chriftianity,

Vou. Il it the
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the fathess of one church have no right to throw the fuf}
ftone at the fathers of the other. Deliberate fyftematical lytng
has been pradtifed and encouraged from age to age ; and
among all the pious frauds that have been employed to main-
tain a reverence and zeal for their religion in the minds of
men, this abufe of -hiftory has been one of the principal and
moft fuccefsful : an evident and experimental proof, by the
way, of what I bave infifted upon fo much, the aptitude
and natural tendency of hiftory to form our opinions, and to
fettle our habits.  This righteous expedient was in fo much
ule and repute in the Greek church, that one MeTapHrASTUS
wrote a treatife on the art of compofing holy romances:
the facl, if I remember right, is cited by BaiLiew in his
book of the lives of the faints. He and other learned men of
the Roman church have thought it of fervice to their caufe, fince
the refurre&ion of letters, to dete&@ fome impoftures, and to
depole, or to unniche, according to the French exprefiion,
now and, then a reputed faint; but they feem in doing this to
mean no more than a fort of compofition : they give up fome
fables. that they may defend others with greater advantage, and
they make truth ferve as a flalking-horfe to error.  The fame
{pirit that prevailed in the Eaftern church, prevailed in the
Weltern, and prevails ftill. A ftrong proof of it appeared
lately in the country where I am. A fudden fury of devo-
tion feized the people of Paris for a litele prieft ¥, undiftin-
guifhed during his life, and dubbed a faint by the Janfenifls
after his. death. Had the firt minifter been a Jan{enift, the
faint had been a faint ftill.  All France had kept his feftival:
and fince there are thoufands of eye-witneffes ready to atteft
the truth of  all the miracles fuppofed to have been wrought at
his. tomb, notwithftanding the difcouragement which thefe

#*.The Abbé Panris,

zealots
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zealots have met with from the government ; we may affure
ourfelves, that thefe filly impoftures would have been tranf-
mitted in all the folemn pomp of hiftory, from the knaves of
this age to the fools of the next.

Tuis lying fpirit has gone forth from ecclefiaftical to other
hiftorians : and [ might fill many pages with inftances of ex-
travagant fables that have been invented in feveral nations, to
celebrate their antiquity, to ennoble their originals, and to
make them appear illuftrious in the arts of peace and the tri-
umphs of war. When the brain is well heated; and devotion
or vanity, the femblance of virtue or real vice; and, above
all, difputes and contefts, have infpired that complication of
paflions we term zeal, the effeéts are much the fame, and hif-
tory becomes very often a lying panegyric or a lying fatire;
for different nations, or different parties in the fame nation,
belie one another without any refpect for truth, as they mur=
der one another without any regard to right or fenfe of hu-
manity. Religious zeal may boaft this horrid advantage over
civil zeal, that the effe®s of it have been more fanguinary,
and the malice more unrelenting. In another refpect they are
more alike, and keep a nearer proportion : diflerent religions
have not been quite fo barbarous to one another as fe@s of the
fame religion ; and, in" like manner, nation has had better
quarter from nation, than party from party. But, in all thefe
controverfics, men have puthed their rage beyond their own
and their adverfaries lives : they have endeavored to intereft
pofterity in their quarrels, and by rendering hiftory fulfervi-
ent to this wicked purpofe, they have done their utmott to
perpetuate fcandal, and to immortalife their animofity. The
Heathen taxed the Jews even with idolatry ; the Jews joined
with the Heathen to render chriftianity odious : but the church,

who beat them at their own weapons during thefe contefls, has
et 2 had
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had this further triumph over them, as well as over the feveral
feéts that have arifen within her own pale : the works of thofe
who have writ againft her have been deftroyed ; and what-
ever fhe advanced, to juftify herfelf and to defame her ad-
verfaries, is preferved in her annals, and the writings of her
doétors.

Tue charge of corrupting hiftory, in the caufe of religion,
has been always committed to the moft famous champions,
and greateft faints of each church; and, if T was not more
afraid of tiring, than of fcandalifing your lordthip, I could
quote to you examples of modern churchmen who have en-
deavored to juftify foul language by the New teftament, and
cruelty by the Old : nay, what is execrable beyond imagina-
tion, and what ftrikes horror into every mind that entertains
due {entiments of the Supreme Being, Gop himfelf has been
cited for rallying and infulting Apawm after his fall. In other
cafes, this charge belongs to the pedants of every nation, and
the tools of every party. What accufations of idolatry and
fuperftition have not been brought, and aggravated againf(t the
Mahometans ? Thofe wretched Chriftians who returned from
thofe wars, fo improperly called the holy wars, rumored
thefe ftories about the Weft : and you may find, in fome of
the old chroniclers and romance writers, as well as poets, the
Saracens called Paynims ; tho furely they were much further
oft from any fufpicion of polytheifm, than thofe who called
them by that name. When ManonmeT the fecond tock Cen-
ftantinople in the fifteenth century, the M:hometans began
to be a little better, and but a little better known, than they
had been before, to thefe parts of the world  But their rels
gion, as well as their cuftoms and manners, was firz
mifreprefented by the Greek refugees that fled from the Turks:
and the terror and hatred which this people had infpired by

2 the
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the rapidity of their conquefts, and by their ferocity, made
all thefe mifreprefentations univerfally pafs for truths. Many
fuch inftances may be colle@ed from Maraccro’s refutation of
the koran, and Reranpus has publifhed a very valuable trea-
tife on purpofe to refute thefe calumnies, and to juftify the
Mahometans. Does not this example incline your Jord(hip to
think, that the Heathens, and the Arians, and other heretics,
would not appear quite fo abfurd in their opinions, nor {o abo-
minable in their practice, as the orthodox Chriftians have re-
prefented them; if fome Revanpus could arife, with the
materials neceflary to their juftification in his hands? He who
refleéts on the circumftances that attended letters, from the
time when CoxsTanTINg, inftead of uniting the chara&ers of
emperor and fovereign pontift in himfelf when he became
Chriftian, as they were united in him and all the other em-
perors in the Pagan {yftem of government, gave fo much in-
dependent wealth and power to the clergy, and the means of
acquiring fo much more: he who carries thefe refle&tions on
through all the latter empire, and through thofe ages of igno-
rance and fuperftition, wherein it was hard to fay which was
orcateft, the tyranny of the clergy or the fervility of the laity =
he who confiders the extreme feverity, for inftance of the laws
made by Turopostus in order to flifle every writing that the
orthodox clergy, that is, the clergy then in fathion, difliked ;
or the character and influence of fuch a prieft as Grecory
called the great, who proclaimed war to all heathen learning
in order to promote Chriftian verity 5 and flattered BrunEk-
wavLt, and abetted Procas: he who confiders all thefe things,
I fay, will not be at a lofs to find the reafons, why hiitory,
both that which was writ before, and a great part of that
which has been writ ince the Chriftian acra, is come to us

{o imperfe& and fo corrupt.

WHEN
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Waen the imperfection is due to a total want of memorials,
either becaufe none were originally written, or becaufe they
have been loft by devaftations of countries, extirpations of peo-
ple, and other accidents in a long courfe of time; or becaufe
zeal, malice, and policy have joined their endeavors to deﬁ;-oy
them purpofely ; we muft be content to remain in our Igno-
rance, and there is no great harm in that. ‘Secure from be-
ing deccived, I can {fubmit to be uninformed. But when there
is not a total want of memorials, when fome have been loft
or deftroyed, and others have been preferved and propagated,
then we are in danger of being deceived: and therefore he
muft be very implicit indeed who receives for true the hiftory of
any religion or nation, and much more that of any {e& or
party, without having the means of confronting it with fome
other hiftory. A reafonable man will not be thus implicit,
He will not eftablith the truth of hiftory on fingle, but on
concurrent teftimony, If there be none fuch, he will doubt
abfolutely : if there be a little fuch, he will proportion his af-
{ent or diffent accordingly. A finall gleam of light, borrowed
from foreign anecdotes, ferves often to difcover a whole {yftem
of falthood : and even they who corrupt hiftory frequently be-
tray themfelves by their ignorance or inadvertency. Examples
whereof I could eafily produce. Jpon the whole matter, in
all thefe cafes we cannot be deceived eflentially, unlefs we
pleafe; and therefore there is no realon to cftablith Pyrrho-
nifm, that we may avoid the ridicule of credulity.

I all other cafes, there is lefs reafon fill to do fo; for
when hiftories and hiflorical memorials- abound, even thofe
that are falfc ferve to the difcovery of the truth. In-
{pired. by different paffiens, and contrived for cppofite pur-
pofes, they contradic ; and, contradi&ting, they conviét one
another. Criticifin {epuarates the ore from the drofs, and ex-

tracts
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tracts from various authors a feries of true hiftory, which could
not have been found entire in any one of them, and will com-
mand our affent, when it is formed with judgment, and re-
prefented with candor, I this may be done, as it Has been
done fometimes, with the help of authors who writ on pur-
pole to deceive ; how much more eafily, and more cﬁ"c&ualiy
may 1t be done, with the help of thofe who paid a greater
regard to truth 7 Tn a multitude of writers there will be al-
ways fome, cither incapable of grofs prevarication from the
fear of being difcovered, and of acquiring infamy whilft they
feek for fame ; or clfe attached to truth upon a nobler and
furer principle. It is certain that thefe, even the laft of them,
are fullible. Bribed by fome pailion or other, the former may
venture now and then to propagate a falthood, or to difguife
a truth 3 like the painter that drew in profile, as Lucian fays,
the picture of a prince that had but one eye. MonNTAGNE
objects to the memorials of Du Berray, that tho the grofs of
the fadts be truly related, yet thefe authors turned every thing
they mentioned to the advantage of their mafter, and men-
tioned nothing which could not be fo turned. The old fel-
Jow’s words are worth quoting----- “ De contourner Je juge-
““ ment des evenemcns fouvent contre raifon 3 notre avantage,
¢“ & d'obmettre tout ce qu’il y a de chatouilleux en la vie
¢ de leur maiftre, ils en font meftier.” Thefe, and fuch as
thefe, " deviate occafionally and voluntarily from truth; but
even they who are attached to it the moft religioufly may flide
fometimes into involuntary error. In matters of hiftory we
prefer very juftly cotemporary authority ; ard yet cotempo-
rary authors are the moft liable to be warped from the flraight
rule of truth, in writing on fubjeds which have affe@ed them
ftrongly, « et quorum pars magna fuerunt”” I am fo per-
fuaded of this from what I have felt in myfelf, and obferved
in others, that if lifc and health enough fall to my fhare, and

i
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I am able to finith what I meditate, a kind of hiftory, from the
late queen’s acceffion to the throne, to the peace of Utrecht, there
will be no materials that I fhall examine more fcrupuloufly and
feverely, than thofe of the time when the events to be fpoken
of were in tranfation. But tho the writers of thefe two
{orts, both of whom pay as much regard to truth as the va-
rious infirmities of our nature admits, are fallible; yet this
fallibility will not be fufhicient to give color to Pyrrhonifin.
Where their fincérity as to fa& is doubtful, we ftrike out truth
by the confrontation of different accounts: as we firike out
{parks of fire by the collifion of flints and fteel. Where their
judgments are fufpicious of partiality, we may judge for our-
felves; or adopt their judgments, after weighing them with
certain grains of allowance. A little natural fagacity will
proportion thefe grains according to the particular circum-
ftances of the authors, or their general charadters; for even
thefe influence. Thus MonTacNE pretends, but he exagge-
rates a little, that Guiccrarpin no where afcribes any one
ation to a virtuous, but every one to-a vicious principle.
Something like this has been reproached to Tacitus: and,
notwithftanding all the {prightly loofe obfervations of Mon-
TAGNE in one of his eflays, where he labors to prove the
contrary, read Prurarch’s comparifons in what Janguage you
pleafe, 1 am of Bopin’s mind, you will perceive they were
made by a Greek. In fhort, my lord, the favorable oppor-
tunities of corrupting, hiftory have been often interrupted, and
are now over in fo many countries, that truth penetrates even
into thofe where lying continues flill to be part of the po-
licy ecclefiaftical and civil j or where, to fay the beft we can
fay, truth is never fuffered to appear, till {he has pafied
through hands, out of which fhe feldom returns entire and
undefiled.

Bur
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Bur it is time I fthould conclude this head, under which I
have touched fome of thofe reafons that thew the folly of en-
deavoring to eftablifh univerfal Pyrrhonifm in matters of hif-
tory, becaufe there are few hiftories without fome lies, and
none without fome miftakes ; and that prove the body of hif-
tory which we poflefs, fince antient memorials have been fo
critically examined, and modern memorials have been fo
multiplied, to contain in it fuch a probable feries of events,
eafily diftingnifhable from the improbable, as force the affent
of every man who is in his fenfes, and are therefore fufficient
to anfwer all the purpofes of the ftudy of hiftory. I might
have appealed perhaps, without entering into the argument at
all, to any man of candor, whether his doubts congcerning
the truth of hiftory have hindered him from applying the ex-
amples he has met with in it, and from judging of the prefent,
and fometimes of the future, by the paft? Whether he has not
been touched with reverence and admiration, at the virtue and
wifdom of fome men, and of fome ages ; and whether he has
not felt indignation and contempt for others? Whether Epa-
minoNDas or Procion, for inftance, the Decir, or the Scirios,
have not raifed in his mind a flame of public {pirit, and private
virtue ? and whether he has not fhuddered with horror at the
proferiptions of Marius and Sy1.La, at the treachery of TrEo-
porus and AcuirLas,and at the confummate cruelty of aninfant
king ? «Quis non contraM ar1rarma, etcontraSyLLAE prolcr ptio-
¢ nem concitatur? Quis non THEODOTO, €t ACHILLAE, €t ipfa
% puero, non puerile aufo facinus, infeftus eft ?” If all this be a
digreflion therefore, your lordfhip will be fo good as to excufe it.

II. Waat has been faid concerning the multiplicity of hil-
tories, and of hiftorical memorials, wherewith our libraries
abound fince the refurreétion of letters happened, and the art
of printing began, puts me in mind of another general - rule,

Vor. IL. Uu that
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that ought to be obferved by every man who intends to make
a real improvement, and to become wifer as well as better, by
the ftudy of hiftory. 1 hinted at this rule in a former letter,
where I faid that we fhould neither grope in the dark, nor
wander in the light. Hiftory muft have a certain degree of
probability, and authenticity, or the examples we find in it
will not carry a force fufficient to make due impreflions on our
minds, nor to illuftrate nor to ftrengthen the precepts of phi-
lofophy and the rules of good policy. But befides, when
hiftories have this neceffary authenticity and probability, there
1 much difcernment to be employed in the choice and the
ufe we make of them. Some are to be red, fome are to be
ftudied ; and fome may be neglected entirely, not only with-
out detriment, but with advantage. Some are the proper ob-
jeQs of one mans curioﬁty, fome of another’s, and fome of
all mens; but all hiftory is not an ebje& of curiofity for any
man. He who 1mpr0pc;1), wantonly, and abfurdly makes it
'fo, indu]ges a fort of canine apthItC the curmﬁt} of one,
‘like the hunger of the other, devours ravenoufly and with-
out diftin&ion whatever falls in it’s way ; but neither of them
digefts. They heap crudity upon crudity, and nourith. and
improve nothing but their diftemper. Some fuch charaders I
have known, tho it is not the moft common extreme into
which men are apt to fall. One of them I knew in this coun~
try. He joined, to a more than athletic ftrength of body, a
prodigious memory ; and to both a prodigious indufiry. He
had red almnoft conftantly twelve or fourteen hours a day, for
five and twenty or thirty years; and had heaped together as
much learning as could be crowded into a head. In the courfe
“of my acquaintance with him, ¥ confulted him once or twice,
not oftener ; for I found this mafs of learning of as little ufe
to me as to the owner. The man was communicative enough;
-but nothing was diftiné& in his mind, How could it be other-
! wile ?
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wife ? he had never {pared time to think, all was employed
in reading. His reafon had not the merit of common me-
chanife. = When you prefs a watch or pull a clock, they an-
{fwer your queftion with precifion ; for they repeat exaétly the
hour of the day, and tell you neither more nor lcfs than you
defire to know. But when you afked this man a queftion, he
overwhelmed you by pouring forth all that the feveral terms
or words of your queftion recalled to his memory : and if he
omitted any thing, it was that very thing to which the {fenfe
of the whole queftion fhould have led him and confined him.
To afk him a queftion, was to wind up a fpring in his me-
mory, that rattled on with vaft rapidity, and confufed noife,
till the force of it was fpent: and you went away with all the
noife in your ears, ftunned and uninformed. I never left him
that I was not ready to fay to him, ‘¢ Dicu vous fafle la grace
« de devenir moins favant !” a wifh that La Morse LE VAYER
mentions upon {fome occafion or other, and that he would have
done well to have applied to himfelf upon many.

Hs who reads with difcernment and choice, will acquire
lefs learning, but more knowledge : and as this knowledge is col-
leéted with defign, and cultivated with art and method, it will be
at all times of immediate and ready ufe to himfelf and others.

Thus ufeful arms in magazines we place,

All rang’d in order ; and difpos’d with grace :
Nor thus alone the curious eye to pleafe ;

But to be found, when need requires, with eafe.

You remember the verfes, my lord, in our friend’s Eflay on
criticifm, which was the work of his childhood almoft; but
is fuch a monument of good fenfe and poetry as no other,,

that I know, has raifed in his riper years. )
Uu 2 He
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He who reads without this difcernment and choice, and,
like Bopin’s pupil, refolves to read all, will not have time,
no nor capacity neither, to do any thing elfe. He will not be
able to think, without which it is impertinent to read ; nor
to a&t, without which it is impertinent to think. He will aft
femble materials with much pains, and purchafe them at much
expence, and have neither leifure nor 1kill to frame them into
proper fcantlings, or to prepare them for ufe. To what pur-
pofe thould he hufband his time, or learn archite@ure ? he
has no defign to build. But then to what purpofe all thefe
quarriés of flone, all thefe mountains of fand and lime, all
thefe forefts of oak and deal ? « Magno impendio temporum,
“ magna alienarum auriumn moleftia, laudatio haec conftat,
% O hominem literatum ! Simus hoc titulo rufliciore contenti,
“ O viram bonum I We may add, and Sensca might have
added in his own ftile, and according to the manners and cha-
ratets of his own age, another title as ruftic, and as little in
fathion, « O virum fapientia fua fimplicem, et fimplicitate fua
¢ fapientem | O virum utilem fibi, fuis, reipublicae, et humano
« generi I” 1 have faid perhaps already, but no matter, it can-
not be repeated too often, that the drift of all philofophy, and’
of all political fpeculations, ought to be the making ‘us better
men, and better citizens. Thofe fudies, which have no jn-
tention towards improving our moral charaders, have no pre-
tence to be fiyled philofophical. « Quis eft enim,” fays
Tury in his offices, “ qui nullis “officii praeceptis, ‘traden-
“ dis, philofophum fe audeat dicere 27 Whatever political
{peculations, ‘inftead ‘of preparing us ‘to be ufeful ‘to {ociety
and to promote the happinefs of mankind, are only fyftems
for \gratifying private ambition, and promoting private in-
terefts at the public ‘expence ;5 4l fuch, T fay, deferve to
be bumt, and the ‘authors of them to ftarve, like Macga~
VEL, in a jail.
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