UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
PADERBORN

®

The Works Of the late Right Honorable Henry St. John,
Lord Viscount Bolingbroke

In Five Volumes, complete.

Bolingbroke, Henry St. John
London, 1754

Letter V. 1. The great use of history, properly so called, as distinguished
from the writings of mere annalists and antiquaries. 2. Greek and Roman
historians. 3. Some idea of a complete history. 4. ...

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-60849

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-60849

¢330

OF THE

STUDY o HISTORY.

LE T T E B M

I The great ufe of hiftory, properly {o called, as diftfinguifli~

ed from the writings of mere annalifts and antiquaries.
1. Greek and Roman hiftorians.
1. Some idea of a complete hiftory.

IV. Further cautions to be obferved in this ftudy, and the re-
gulation of it according to the different profeffions, and
fituations of men : above all, the ufe to be made of it (1)
by divines, and (2) by thofe who are called. to the fervice
of their country.

Rememser my laft letter ended abruptly, and a long in-
terval has fince paffed : fo that the thread I had then fpun
bias flipt from e, I will try to recover it, and. to purfue the
tafk your lordfhip has obliged me to continue. Befides the
pleafure of obeying your-orders, it is likewife of fome advan-
tage to-mylelf, to recolle&t my thoughts, and refume a ftudy.
in which I was converfant formerly. For nothing can- be:
more true than that faying of Soron reported by Praro, tho
& cenfured:
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.cenfured by him, impertinently enough in one of his wild
books of laws----¢¢ Affidue addifcens, ad fenium venio.” The
truth is, the moft knowing man, in the courfe of the longeft
life, will have always much te learn, and the wifeft and beft
much to improve. This rule will hold in the knowledge and
improvement to be acquired by the fludy of hiftory: and
therefore even he who has gone to this fchool in his youth,
fhould not negle& it in his age. * Iread in Livy,” fays
¢ MonTAGNE, “ what another man does not: and PrLu-
¢ rarcH red there what I do not” Juft fo the fame man
‘may read at fifty what he did not read in the fame book at
five and twenty : at leaft I have found-it fo, by my own ex-
perience, on many -occafions.

By comparing, in this ftudy, the experience of other men
and other ages with our own, we improve both : weanalyfe, as
it were, philofophy. We reduce all the abftra& fpeculations of
cthics, and all the general rules-of human policy, to their firft
principles. With thefe advantages every man may, tho few
men do, advance daily towards thofe ‘ideas, thofe increated
effences a Platonift would fay, which no human creature can
reach in practice, but in the neareft approaches to which the
parfection of our nature confifts; becaufe every approach of
this kind renders a man better, and wifer for himfelf, for his
family, for the little community of his own country, and for
the great community of the world. Be not furprifed, my lord,
at the order in which I place thefe objeds. Whatever order
divines and moralifts, who contemplate the duties belonging
to thelc objedls, may place them in, thisis the order they hold
in nature : and I have always thought that we might lead our-
felves and others to private virtue, more effetually by a due
obfervation of this order, than by any of thofe {ublime refine-
anents that pervert it,

Self-
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Self-love but ferves the virtuous mind to wake ;
As the {iall pebble ftirs the peaceful lake.

The centre mov'd, a circle ftrait fucceeds ;
Another ftill, and ftill another {preads:

Friend, parent, neighbour, firft it will embrace,
His country next, and next all human race.

85 fings our friend Pore, my lord, and fo I believe, So I fhall
prove too, if I miftake not, in an epiftle I am about to write to
him, in-order to complete a fet that were writ fome years ago.

A man of my age, who returns to the ftudy of hiftory,.
has no time to lofe, becaufe he has little to live : a man of
your lordthip’s age has no time to lofe, becaufe he has much
to do. For different reafons therefore the fame rules will. fuit
us. Neither of us muft grope in the dark, neither of us
muft wander in the light. I have done the firft formerly a
good deal ; ¢ ne verba mihi darentur ; ne aliquid. effe,. in hac
« recondita antiquitatis {cientia, magni ac fecreti boni judica-
« remus.” If you take my word, you will throw none of
your time away in the fame manner : and I fhall have the
lefs regret for that which I have mifpent, if I perfuade you to
haften down from the broken traditions of antiquity, to the
more entire as well as more authentic hiftories of ages. more-
modern. In the ftudy of thefe we fhall find many a complete
feries of events, preceded by a deduétion of their immediate
and remote caufes, selated-in their full extent, and accompanied:
with {uch a detail of circumftances, and characters, as may tran{-
port the attentive reader back to the very time, make him a party
to the councils, and an. aétor in the whole fcene of affairs.
Such draughts as thefe, either found in hiftory or extra&ed by
eur own application from it, and fuch alone, are truly ufeful.

Thus hiftory becomes what fhe ought to be, and what fhe has-
been.
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been fometimes called, ¢ magiftra vitae,” the miftrefs, like
philofophy, of human life. If fhe is not this, fhe is at beft
“ nuntia vetuftatis,” the gazette of antiquity, or a dry regif-
ter of ufelefs anecdotes. SurTontus fays that Tiserivs ufed
to enquire of the grammarians, ¢ quae mater Hecubae ? quod
« Achilles nomen inter virgines fuiffet ? quid Syrenes can-
“ tare fint folitac?” Sensca mentions certain Greek au-
thors, who examined very accurately, whether Anacrron
loved wine or women beft, whether Sarrro was a common
whore, with other points of equal importance: and I make
no doubt but that a man, better acquainted than I have the
honor to be with the learned perfons of our own country,
might find fome who have difcovered feveral anecdotes con-
cerning the giant Avrsron, concerning Samorres the fon or
Briro the grandfon of Jaruer, and concerning Brutus who
led a colony into our ifland after the fiege of Troy, as the
others repeopled it after the deluge. But ten millions of fuch
ancedotes as thefe, tho they were true ; and complete authen-
tic volumes of Egyptian or Chaldean, of ‘Greck or Latin, of
Gallic or Britifh, of French or Saxon records, would be of no
value in my fenfe, becaufe of no ufe towards our improvement
in wildom and virtue; if they contained nothing more than
dynafties and genealogies, and a bare ‘mention of remarkable

events in the order of time, like journals, chronological tables,
or dry and meagre annals.

I sav the fame of all thofe modern compofitions in which
we find rather the heads of hiftory, than any thing that
deferves to be called hiftory. Their authors are either abridgers
or compilers. The firR ‘do neither honor to themfclves
nor good to mankind ; for furely the abridger is in a form
below the tranflator; and the book, at leaft the hiftory, that
wants to be abridged, ddes not deferve to be red. They

have
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have done anciently a great deal of hurt by fubflituting many
a bad book in the place of a good one; and by giving occa-
fion to men, who contented themfelves with extrads and
abridgments, to negleé and, through their negled, to lofe the
invaluable originals: for which reafon I curfe ConsTaNTINE
PorpuyroGENETES as heartily as I do Grecory. The fecond
are of fome ufe, as far as they contribute to preferve public ads,
and dates, and the memory of great events.  But they who are
thus employed have feldom the means of knowing thofe pri-
vate paflages on which all public tranfactions depend, and as
feldom the fkill and the talents neceffary to put what they do
know well together : they cannot fee the working of the
mine, but their induftry colle@s the matter that is thrown out.
It is the bufinefs, or it thould be fo, of others to feparate the
pure ore from the drofs, to ftamp it into coin, and to enrich
not encumber mankind. When there are none f{ufficient to
this tatk, there may be antiquaries, and there may be journal-
ifts or annalifts, but there are no hiftorians.

It is worth while to obferve the progrefs that the Romans
and the Greeks made towards hiftory. The Romans had jour-
nalifts or annalifts from the very beginning of their flate.  In
the fixth century, or very near it at fooneft, they began to
have antiquaries, and fome attempts were made towards writ-
ing of hiftory. Icall thefe firft hiftorical productions attempts
only or effays: and they were no more, neither among the
Romans nor among the Greeks. ¢ Graeci ipfi fic initio {crip-
¢ titarunt ut nofter Caro, ut Picror, ut Pso.” It is An-
ToNy, not the triumvir, my lord, but his grandfather the fa-
mous orator, who fays this in the fecond book of Turiy De
oratore : he adds afterwards, ¢ Itaque qualis apud Graecos
“ Puerecypes, HleLLanicus, AcusiLaus, aliique permulti,
¢ talis nofter Caro, et PicTor, et Piso.,” I know that An-

MoL. 11, ’ox TONY
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tony {peaks here ftrictly of defe& of ftyle and want of ora-

tory. They were, ¢ tantummodo narratores, nomn exorna-
“ tores,” as he expreffes himfelf: but as they wanted ftile and
{kill to write in fuch a manner as might anfwer all the ends of
hiftory, fo they wanted materials. PurrecyDEs writ {omething
about IpuicentaA, and the feftivals of Baccrus. Herranicus,
was a poetical hiftorian, and AcusiLavus graved genealogies on
plates of brafs. Picror, who is called by Livy ¢ {criptorum
antiquiffimus,” publithed, I think, fome fhort annals of his
own time. Neither he nor Piso could have fufficient mate-
rials for the hiftory of Rome ; nor Caro, I prefume, even
for the antiquities of Italy. The Romans, with the other peo-
ple of that country, were then juft rifing out of barbarity,
and growing acquainted with letters; for thofe that the Gre-
cian colonies might bring into Sicily, and the fouthern parts
of Italy, fpred little, or lafted little, and made in the whole
no figure. And whatever learning might have florifhed
among the ancient Etrurians, which was perhaps at moft no-
thing better than augury, and divination, and fuperftitious rites,
which were admired and cultivated in ignorant ages, even that
was almoft entirely worn out of memory. Pedants, who
would impofe all the traditions of the four firft ages of Rome,
for authentic hiftory, have infifted much on certain annals, of
which mention is made in the very place I have juft now
quoted. ¢ Ab initio rerum Romanarum” fays the fame inter-
locutor, ¢ ufque ad P. Muciom pontificem maximum, rcs
¢ omnes finyulorum annorum mandabat literis pontifex maxi-
% mus, efferebatque in album, et proponebat tabulam domi,
“ poteftas ut eflet populo cognofcendi ; iidemque etiam nunc
¢ annales maximi nominantur.” But, my lord, be pleafed to
take notice, that the very diftinétion [ make is made here be-
tween a bare annalift and an hiftorian : * erat hiftoria nihil
¢ aliud,” in thefe early days, * nifi annalium confe@io.” Take

notice
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notice likewife, by the way, that Livy, whofe particular ap-
plication it had been to fearch into this matter, affirms pofi-
tively that the greateft part of all public and private monu-
ments, among which he {pecifies thefe very annals, had been
deftroyed in the fack of Rome by the Gauls: and Prurarcy
cites Croprus for the fame affertion, in the life of Numa Pom-
prLivs. Take notice, in the laft place, of that which is more
immediately to our prefent purpofe. Thele annals could con-
tain nothing more than fhort minutes or memorandums hung
up in a table at the pontiff’s houfe, like the rules of the game
in a billiard-room, and much fuch hif]cory as we have in the
epitomies prefixed to the books of Livy or of any other hifto-
rian, in lapidary inferiptions, or in {fome modern almanacs.
Materials for hiftory they were no doubt, but {canty and in-
fufficient ; fuch as thofe ages could produce when writing and
reading were accomplifhments fo uncommon, that the prae-
tor was directed by law, < clavum pangere,” to drive a nail into
the door of a temple, that the number of years might be
reckoned by the number of nails. Such in fhort as we have
in monkifh annalifts, and other ancient chroniclers of nations
now in being : but not fuch as can entitle the authors of them
to be called ‘hiftorians, nor can enable others to write hiftory
in that fulnefs in which it muft be written to become a leflon
of ethics and politics. The truth is, nations, like men, have
their infancy : and the few paflages of that time, which they
retain, are not fuch as deferved moft to be remembered ; but
fuch as, being moft proportioned to that age, made the ftrongeft
impreflions on their minds. In thofe nations that preferve their
dominion long, and grow up to manhood, the elegant as well
as the neceffary arts and {ciences are improved to fome degree
of perfection ; and hiftory, that was at firft intended only to
record the names, or perhaps the general charadters of fome
famous men, and to tranfmit in grofs the remarkable events

ReoX 2 of
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of every age to pofterity, is raifed to anfwer another, and a
nobler end.

II. Trus it happened among the Greeks, but much more
among the Romans, notwithftanding the prejudices in favor
of the former, even among the latter. I have fometimes
thought that Vircir might have juftly afcribed to his country-
men the praile of writing hiftory better, as well as that of
atfording the nobleft {ubjeés for it, in thofe famous verfes, *
where the diffeient excellencies of the two nations are fo finel
touched : but he would have weakened perhaps by lengthen-
ing, and have flattened the climax. Open Hrroborus, you
are entertained by an agreeable ftory-teller, who meant to en-
tertain, and nothing more. Read TuucypIpes or XeNorHON,
you are taught indeed as well as entertained : and the ftatef
man or the general, the philofopher or the orator, fpeaks to
you in every page. They wrote on fubje&s on which they
were well informed, and they treated them fully : they main-
tained the dignity of hiftory, and thought it beneath them to
vamp up old traditions, like the writers of their age and
country, and to be the trumpeters of a lying antiquity. The
Cyropaedia of XenorHON may be objected perhaps ; but if he
gave it for a romance, not an hiflory, as he might for aught
we can tell, it is out of the cafe: and if he gave it for an
hiftory, not a romance, 1 fhould prefer his authority to that
of Heronorus or any other of his countrymen, But however
this might be, and whatever meric we may juftly afcribe to

* Excudent alii fpirantia mollius aera,
Credo equidem : vivos ducent de marmore vultus 3
Orabunt caufas melius : coelique meatus
Deferibent radio, et furgentia fidera dicent :
Tu regere imperio populos, Romane, memento :
Hae tibi erunt artes ; pacifque imponere morem,
Parcere fubjettis, et debellare fuperbos.

thele




OSSP~ H 1S T @ R Yi 341

thefe two writers, who were almoft fingle in their kind, and
who treated but {fmall portions of hiftory ; certain it is in ge-
neral, that the levity as well as loquacity of the Greeks made
them incapable of keeping up to the true ftandard of hiftory :
and even Porvsius and Dronvsius of Halicarnaffus muft bow
to the great Roman authors. Many principal men of that
commonwealth wrote memorials of their own a&ions and their
own times : Syrra, Caesar, Lasmnus, Poriio, AucusTus,
and others. 'What writers of memorials, what compilers of
the materia hiftorica were thefe? What genius was neceflary
to finith up the pictures that fuch mafters had fketched ? Rome
afforded men that were equal to the tatk. Let the remains,
the precious remains, of Sarrusr, of Liyy, and of Tacrrus,
witnefs this truth. When Tacrrus wrote, even the appear-
ances of virtue had been long profcribed, and tafte was grown
corrupt as well as manners. Yet hiftory preferved her inte-
grity and her luftre. She preferved them in the writings of
fome whom Tacrrus mentions, in none perhaps more than
his own ; every line of which out-weighs whole pages of
fuch a rhetor as Famranus Strapa. I fingle him out among
the moderns, becaufe he had the foolifh prefumption to cen-
fure Tacitus, and to write hiftory himfelf :-and your lordfhip
will forgive this fhort excurfion in honor of a favorite author.

Wuar a {chool of private and public virtue had been open-
ed to us at the refurreétion of learning, if the latter hiftorians
of the Roman commonwealth, and the firft of the fucceeding
monarchy, had come down to us entire ? The few that are
come down, tho broken and imperfe&, compofe the belt body
of hiftory that we have, nay the only body of ancient hiftory
that deferves to be an objeét of ftudy. It fails us indeed moft
at that remarkable and fatal period, where our reafonable cu-
riofity is raifed the higheft. Livy employed five and bfor}‘)f

QOKS
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books to bring his hiftory down to the end of the fixth cen-
tury, and the breaking out of the third Punic war: but he
employed ninety five to bring it down from the thence to the
death of Drusus; that is, through the courfe of one hun-
dred and twenty or thirty years. Apian, Dion Cassius,
and others, nay even Prurarcu included, make us but poor
amends for what is Joft of Livy. Among all the adventitious
helps by which we endeavor to fupply this lofs in fome de-
gree, the beft are thofe which we find fcattered up and down
in the works of TurLy. His Orations, particularly, and his
Letters, contain many curious anccdotes and inftructive reflec-
tions, concerning the intrigues and machinations that were
carried on againft liberty, from CarrLineg’s confpiracy to
Carsar’s, The flate of the government, the conflitution and
temper of the feveral parties, and the characters of the prin-
cipal perfons who figured at that time on the public ftage, are
to be feen there ina ftronger and truer light than they would
have appeared perhaps if he had writ purpofely on this fubjed,
and even in thofe memorials which he fomewhere promifes At~
TICUS to write, “ Excudam aliquod Heraclidium opus, quod
« lateat in thefauris tuis.” He would hardly have unmafked in
{fuch a work, as freely as in familiar occafional letters, Pom-
peY, Cato, Brurus, nay himfelf; the four men of Rome,
on whofe praifes he dwelt with the greateft complacency. The
age in which Livy florithed abounded with fuch materials as
thefe : they were freth, they were authentic ; it was eafy to
procure them, it was fafe to employ them. How he did em~-
ploy them in executing the fecond part of his defign, we may
judge by his exccution of the firft: and, I own to your lord-
fhip, I fhould be glad to exchange, if it were pofiible, what
we have of this hiftory for what we have not. Would
you not be glad, my lord, to fce, in one flupendous
draught, the whole progrefs of that government from Liberty

to
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to fervitude ? the' whole feries of caufes and effeds, appa-
rent and real, public and private? thofe which all men faw
and all good men lamented and oppofed at the time ; and
thofe which were fo difguifed to the prejudices, to the partia-
lities of a divided people, and even to the corruption of man-
kind, that many did not, and that many could pretend they
did not, difcern them, till it was too late to refift them? I
am forry to fay it, this part of the Roman ftory would be not
only more curious and more authentic than the former, but
of more immediate and more important application to the pre-
fent ftate of Britain. But it is loft: the lofs is irreparable,
and your lordfhip will not blame me for deploring it.

I Tuey who fet up for fcepticifm may not” regret the
lofs of fuch an hiftory : but this I will be bold to affert to them,
that an hiftory muft be writ on this plan, and muft aim at
leaft at thefe perfe@ions, or it will anfwer {ufficiently none of
the intentions of hiftory. That it will not anfwer fufficiently
the intention I have infifted upon in thefe letters, that of in-
ftructing pofterity by the example of former ages, is manifelt ;
and I think it is as manifeft, that an hiftory cannot be faid
even to relate faithfully, and inform us truly, that does not
relate fully, and inform us of all that is neceflary to make
a true judgment concerning the matters contained in it
Naked facts, without the caufes that produced’ them and
the circumftances that accompanied them, are not® fuffi-
cient to chara@erife a&ions or counfels., The nice de-
grees of wifdom and of folly, of virtue and of vice, will
not only be undifcoverable in them ; but we muft be very of-
ten unable to determine under which of thefe characters they
fall in general: The fceptics I am fpeaking of are therefore
guilty of this abfurdity : the nearer an hiftory comes to the

true idea of hiftory, the better it informs and the more it in-
g . ftructe
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ftructs us, the more worthy to be rejeted it appears to them,
I have faid and allowed enough to content any reafonable man
about the uncertainty of hiftory. I have owned that the beft
are defective, and I will add in this place an obfervation which
did not, I think, occurto me before. ConjeGure is not al-
ways diftinguithed perhaps as it ought to be ; {o that an inge-
nious writer may fometimes do very innocently, what a mali-
cious writer.does very criminally as often as he dares, and as
his malice requires it : he may account for events after they
have happened, by a fyftem of caufes and condu& that did
not really produce them, tho it might poflibly or even proba-
bly have produced them. But this obfervation, like feveral
others, becomes a reafon for examining and comparing autho-
rities, and for preferring {fome, not for rejecting all. Davira,
a noble hiftorian furely, and one whom I fhould not fcruple
to confefs equal in many refpeéts to Livy, as 1 thould not feru-
ple to prefer his countryman Guicciarpin to TrucypIDES in
every relpedt 5 Davira, my lord, was accufed, from the firft
publication of his hiftory, or at leaft was fufpe@ed, of roo
much refinement and fubtlety, in developing the fecret mo-
tives of actions, in laying the caufes of events too deep, and
deducing them often through a feries of progreifion too com-
plicated, and too artiftly wrought. But yet the fufpicious per-
fon who fhould reje@ this hiftorian upon fuch gencral induce-
ments as thefe, would have no grace to oppofe his fufpicions
to the authority of the firft duke of Erzrwon, who had
been an actor, and a principal actor too, in many of the fcenes
that DaviLa recites. Girarp, fecretary to this duke, and
no contemptible biographer, relates, that this hiftory came
down to the place where the old man refided in Gafcony, a
little before his death ; that he red it to him, that the duke
confirmed the truth of the narrations in it, and fremed
only furprifed by what means the author could be fo well
informed
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informed of the moft fecret councils and meafures of thofe
times,

IV. I uave faid enough on this head, and your lordthip
may be induced perhaps, by what I have faid, to think with
me, that fuch hiftories as thefe, whether ancient or modern,
deferve alone to be ftudied. Let us leave the credulous learn-
ed to write hiftory without materials, or to ftudy thofe who
do fo ; to wrangle about ancient traditions, and to ring diffe-
rent changes on the fame fet of bells. Let us leave the fcep-
tics, in modern as well as ancient hiftory, to triumph in the
notable difcovery of the ides of one month miftaken for the
calends of another, or in the various dates and contraditory
circumftances which they find in weekly gazettes and monthly
mercuries.  Whilft they are thus employed, your lordfhip and
I will proceed, if you pleafe, to confider more clofely, than
we have yet done, the rule mentioned above ; that I mean of
ufing difcernment and choice in the ftudy of the moft authen-
tic hiftory, that of not wandering in the light, which is as
neceflary as that of not groping in the dark.

Man is the fubjeét of every hiftory; and to know him
well, we muft fee him and confider him, as hiftory alone
can prefent him to us, in every age, in every country, in every
ftate, in life and in death. Hiftory therefore of all kinds,
of civilized and uncivilized, of ancient and modern na-
tions, in fhort all hiftory, that defcends to a fufficient detail
of human aétions and charaéers, is ufeful to bring us acquaint-
ed with our fpecies, nay with ourfelves. To teach and to
inculcate the general principles of virtue, and the general rules
of wifdom and good policy, which refult from fuch details
of adions and chara&ers, comes for the moft parr, and al-
ways thould come, exprefly and dire&ly into the defign of

Vor. IL Yy thofe
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thofe who are capable of giving fuch details : and therefore
whil(t they narrate as hiftorians, they hint often as philofo-
phr:rs; they put into our hands, as it were, on every proper
occafion, the end of a elue, that ferves to remind us of fearch-
ing, and to guide us in the fearch of that truth which the ex-
ample before us. either eftablifhes or illuftrates. If a writer
negleéts this part, we are able however to {upply his negle@
by our own attention and induflry : and when he gives us a
good hiftary of Peruvians or Mexicans, of Chinefe or Tartars,
of Mufcovites or Negross, we may blame him, but we muft
blame ourfelves much more, if we do not make it a good lef-
fon of philofophy.  This being the general ufe of hiftory, it
is not to be neglected. Every one may make it, who is able
to read and to refle&t on what he reads : and every one who
makes it will find, in his degree, the benefit that arifes from
an early acquaintance contracbed in this manner with mankind.
We are not only paflengers or {fojourners in this world, but we
areablolute ftrangers at the firft fteps we make in it. Our guides
are often ignorant, often unfaithful. By this map of the
country, which hiftory {preads before us, we may learn, if we
pleale, to guide ourfelves. In our journey through it, we are
befet on every fide. We are befieged fometimes even in our
ftrongeft holds. Terrors and temptations, conducted by the

affions of other men, affault us: and our own paffions, that
correfpond with thefe, betray us. Hiftory is a colle@ion of
the journals of thole who have travelled through the fame
country, and been expofed to the fame accidents: and their
good and their ill fuccefs are equally inftru@ive. In this pur-
fuit of knowledge an immenfe field is opened to us: general
hiftories, facred ‘and profane ; the hiftories of particular coun-
tries, particular events, particular.orders, particular men ; me-
morials, aneodates, travels, But we muft not ramble in this

field
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field without difcernment or choice, nor even with thefe muft
we ramble too long.

As to the choice of authors, who have writ on all thefe
various {ubjects, fo much has been faid by learned men
concerning all thofe that deferve attention, and their feve-
ral chara&ers are fo well eftablifhed, that it would be a fort
of pedantic affectation to lead your lordfhip through fo volu-
minous, and at the fame time fo ealy, a detail. I pafs it
over therefore in order to obferve, that as foon as we have
taken this general view of mankind, and of the courfe of hu-
man affairs in different ages and different parts of the world,
we ought to apply, and, the fhortnefs of human life confider-
ed, to confine ourfelves almoft entirely in our ftudy of hiftory,
to fuch hiftories as have an immediate relation to our profef-
frons, or to our rank and fituation in the fociety to which we
belong. Let me inftance in the profeflion of divinity, as the
nobleft and ‘the moft important.

(1) I nave faid fo much concerning the fhare which divines
of all religions have taken in the corruption of hiftory, that I
fhould have anathemas pronounced againft me, no doubt, in
the eaft and the weft, by the dairo, the'mufti, and the pope,
if thefe letters were f{ubmitted to ecclefiaftical cenfure ; for
furely, my lord, ‘the clergy have a better title, than the fons
of Apollo, to be called ““genus irritabile vatum.”* What would
it be, if I went about to thew, how many of the chriftian
clergy abufe, by mifreprefentation and falfe quotation, the hif-
tory they can no longer corrupt? And et this tafk would not
be, even to ime, an hard one. But asT mean to {peak in this
place of chriftian divines alone, fo 'l mean to fpeak of fuch
of them particulatly as ‘may be called divines without ‘any
fneer ; of fuch of them, for fome fuch 1 think there are, as be-

Y ya lieve
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lieve themfielves, and would have mankind believe; not for
temporal but {piritual intereft, not for the fake of the clergy,
but for the fake of mankind. Now it has been long matter
of aftonithment to me, how fuch perfons as thefe could take
fo much filly pains to eftablith myftery on metaphyfics, reve-
lation on philofophy, and matters of fa& on abltrac¢t reafon-
ing ? A religion founded on the authority of a divine miffion,
confirmed by prophecies and miracles, appeals to fa@s: and
the facts muft be proved as all other fadts that pafs for authen-
tic are proved ; for faith {o reafonable after this proof, is abfurd
before it.  If they are thus proved, the religion will prevail
without the affiftance of fo much profound reafoning : if they
are not thus proved, the authority of it will fink in the world
even with this afliftance. The divines obje& in their dif-
putes with-atheifts, and they obje@ very juftly, that thefe men
require improper proofs ; proofs that are not f{uited to the na-
ture of the fubje&, and then cavil that fuch proofs are not
furnithed. But what then do they mean, to fall into the fame
abfurdity themfelves in their difputes with theifts, and to din
improper proofs in ears that are open to proper proots ? The
matter is of great moment, my lord, and I make no excufe
for the zeal which obliges me to dwell a little on it. A feri-
ous and honeft application to the ftudy of ecclefiaftical hif-
tory, and every part of profane hiftory and chronology rela-
tive to ity is incumbent on fuch reverend perfons as are here
{poken of, ona double account : becaufe hiftory alone can fur-
nifh the proper proofs, that the religion they teach is of God ;
and becaufe the unfair manner, in which thefe proofs have
been and are daily furnithed, creates prejudices, and gives ad-
vantages againft chriftianity that require to be removed. No
{cholar will dare to deny, that falfe hiftory, as well as {ham
miracles, has been employed to propagate chriftianity formerly:
and whoever examines the writers of our own age, will find the

fame
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{fame abufe of hiftory continued. Many and many inftances of
this abufe might be produced. It is grown into cuftom,
writers copy one another, and the miftake that was commit-
ed, or the falthood that was invented by one, is adopted by
hundreds.

Aspapit fays in his famous book, that the gofpel of St.
Marruew is cited by CLemens bithop of Rome, a difciple of
the apoftles ; that Barxasas cites it in his epiftle ; that Iena-
r1us and Porycarre receive -it ; and that the fame fathers,
that give teftimony for MaTThEw, give it likewife for Mark.
Nay your lordfhip will find, I believe, that the prefent bifhop
of London, in his third paftoral letter, {peaks to the fame ef-
fe@. 1 will not trouble you nor myfelf with any more in-
ftances of the fame kind. Let this, which occurred to me as
I was writing, fuffice. It may well fuffice; for I prefume
the fact advanced by the minifter and the bifhop is a miftake.
If the fathers of the firft century do mention fome pafiages
that are agreeable to what we read in our evangelifts, will it
follow that thefe fathers had the fame gofpels before them ?
To fay fo is a manifeft abufe of hiftory, and quite inexcufable
in writers that knew, or fhould have known, that thefe fathers
made ufe of other gofpels, wherein fuch paffages might be
contained, or they might be preferved in unwritten tradition.
Befides which I could almoft venture to affirm that thefe fa-
thers of the firft century do not exprefly name the gofpels we
have of MarTHEW, Mark, Luxks, and Joun. . To the two
reafons that have been given why thole who make divinity
their profeflion fhould ftudy hiftory, particularly ecclefiaftical
hiftory, with an honeft and ferious application ; in order to
fupport chriftianity againft the attacks of unbelievers, and to
remove the doubts and prejudices that the unfair proceed-
ings of men of their own order have raifed in minds candid

but




350 OF MTHESTEUDY

but not implicit, willing to be informed but curious to exa-
mine ; to thefe, I fay, we may add another confideration that
feems to me of no fmall importance. Writers of the Roman
religion have attempted to thew, that the text of the holy
wiit is on many accounts infufficient to be the fole criterion of
orthodoxy : T apprchend too that they have thewn it.  Sure I
am that expérience, from the firlt promulgation of chriftianity
to this hour, fhews abundantly with how much eafe and fuc-
cefs the moft oppofite, the moft éxtravagant, nay the moft
impious opinions, and the moft contradictory faiths, may be
founded on the fame text; and plaufibly defended by the
fame authority. Writers of the reformed religion have erc&ed
their batteries againft tradition ; and the only difficulty they
had to encounter in this enterprife lay in levelling and pointing
their cannon 16 as to avoid demolithing, in one ‘common ruin,
the traditions they retain, and thofe they rejet. Fach fide
has been employed to weaken the catife and explode the fyftem
of his adverfary: ‘and, whilft they have been fo employed,
they have jointly laid ‘their axes to the root of chriftianity : for
thds men will be apt to reafon upon what they have advanced.
< If the text has not that authenticity, clearnels, and preci-
fion which are neceflary to eftablifh it as a divine and a
€ certain rule of faith and practice; and if the tradition of
¢ the church, from the firft ages of ic'till ‘the days of Lurusr
¢« and Carvin, has been corrupted ‘itfelf, and has f{erved to
corrupt the faith and pra@ice of chriftians ; ‘there remains
“ at this time no ftandard at all of chriftianity. By confe-
“ quence either this religion was not originally of divine in-
¢¢ flitution, 'or ‘elfe God has not provided effe@ually for pre-
¢ ferving the genuine purity of it, and the ‘gdtes of hell have
actually pfevailed, in contradi@ion ‘to his promife, againft
¢ the church”™ The beft effe& of 'this reafoning that can be
hoped for, is, that-men fhould fall inte theifin; ‘and fubfcribe
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to the firft propofition : he muft be worfe than an atheift who
can affirm the laft. The dilemma is terrible, my lord. Party
zcal and private intereft have formed it: the common intereft
of chriftianity is deeply concerned to folve it. Now, I pre-
{ume, it cannever be {olved without a more accurate exami-
nation, not only of the chriftian but of the jewifh {yftem, than
learned men have been hitherto impartial enough and fagaci-
ous enough to take, or honeft enough to communicate. Whilft
the authenticity and fenfe of the text of the bible remain as
difpumblc, and whilft the tradition of the church remains as
problematical, to fay no worle, as the immenfe labors of the
chriftian divines in feveral communions have made them appear
to be ; chriftianity may lean on the civil and ecclefiaftical
power, and be fupported by t_he forcible influence of educa-
tion : but the proper force of religion, that force which fub-
dues the mind and awes the confcience by conviion, will be
wanting.

I uap reafon thercfore to produce divinity, as one infltance
of thofe profeffions that require a particular application to the
ftudy of fome particular parts of hiftory ; and fince I have
faid fo much on the fubjeét in my zeal for chriffianity, I will
add this further. ‘The refurreéion of letters was a fatal period :
the chriftian {yftem has been attacked, and wounded too, very
feverely fince that time. The defence has been better made
indeed by modern divines, than it had been by antient fathers
and apologifts. The moderns have invented new methods of
defence, and have abandoned fome pofts that were not tena-
ble: but fill there are others, in defending which they lie
under great difadvantages. Such are various facs, piouflybe-
lieved in former times, but on which the truth of chriftianity
has been refted very imprudently in more enlightned ages;
becaufe the falfity of {fome, and the grofs improbability of

others
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others are {o evident, that, inftead of anfwering the purpofe
for which they were invented, they have rendered the whole
tenor of ecclefiaftical hiftory and tradition precarious, ever
fince a firi@ but juft application of the rules of criticifm has
been made to them. I touch thefe things lightly ; but if your
lordthip refle@s upon them, you will find reafon perhaps to
think as I do, that it is high time the clergy in all chriftian
communions fhould join their forces, and eftablifth thofe hifto-
rical fa&s, which are the foundations of the whole fyftem,
on clear and unqueftionable hiftorical authority, fuch as they
require in all cafes of moment from others ; rejeét candidly
what cannot be thus eftablithed ; and purfue their enquiries in
the fame fpirit of truth through all the ages of the church
without any regard to hiftorians, fathers, or councils, more
than they are {trictly entitled to on the face of what they have
tranfmitted to us, on their own confiltency, and on the con-
currence of other authority, Our paftors would be thus, I

refume, much better employed than they generally are.
‘Thofe of the clergy who make religion merely a trade, who
regard nothing more than the fubfiftence it affords them, or
in higher life the wealth and power they enjoy by the means
of it, may fay to themfelves, that it will laft their time, or
that policy and reafon of {tate will preferve the form of a church
when the fpirit of religion is extin&. But thofe whom I men-
tioned above, thofe who aét for fpiritual not temporal ends,
and are defirous that men thould believe and pracife the doc-
trines of chriftianity, as well as go to church and pay tithes,
will feel and own the weight of fuch confiderations as thefe ;
and agree, that however the people have been, and may be
full amufed, yet chriftianity has been in decay ever fince the
refurrection of letters ; and that it cannot be fupported as it
was fupported before that aera, nor by any other way than
that which I propofe, and which a due application to the ftudy
' of
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of “hiftory, chronology, and criticifm, would enable our di-
vines to purfue, ne doubt, with fuccefs.

I micat inftance, in other profeflions, the obligations men
lic under of applying themfelves to certain parts of hiftory,
and I can hardly forbear doing it in that of the law ; in it’s
nature the nobleft and moft beneficial to mankind, in it’s abufe
and debafement the moft fordid and the moft pernicious. A
lawyer now is nothing more, 1 {pcak of ninety-nine in an
hundred at leaft, to ufe fome of Turry’s words, « nifi legu-
¢ leius quidam cautus, et acutus praeco aétionum, cantor for-
¢ mularum, auceps fyllabarum.”  But there have been law-
yers that were orators, philofophers, hiftorians : there have
been Bacons and CrarenDoNsS, my lord. There will be none
fuch any more, till in fome better age, true ambition or the
love of fame prevails over avarice; and till men find leifure
and encouragement to prepare themfelves for the exercife of
this profeflion, by climbing up to the ¢ vantage ground,” fo
my lord Bacow calls it, of fcience; inftead of groveling all
their lives below, in a mean but gainful application to all the
little arts of chicane. - Till this happen, the profeffion of the
law will {carce deferve to be ranked among the learned pro-
feffions : and whenever it happens, one of the vantage grounds,
to which men muft climb, is metaphyfical, and the other, hif~
torical knowledge. They muft pry into the fecret recefles of
the human heart, and become well acquainted with the whole
moral world, that they may difcover the abftra& reafon of all
laws : and they muft trace the laws of particular flates, efpe-
cially of their own, from the firft rough fketches to the
more perfect draughts ; from the firft caufes or occafions that
produced them, through all the effeds, good and bad, that
they produced. But I am running infenfibly into a fubjed,
which would detain me too long from one that relates more

VoL. II. Z'Z immediately
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immediately to your lord(hip, and with which I intend to
conclude this long letter.

(2) T »ass from the confideration of thofe profeflions to
which particular parts or kinds of hiftory feem to belong : and
I come: to {peak of the ftudy of hiftory, as a neceflary mean
to prepare men for the difcharge of that duty which they
owe to their country, and which is common to all the mem-
bers of every fociety that is conftituted according to the rules
of right reafon, and with a due regard to the common goad. *
I have met, in S1. Reav’s works, or fome other French book,
with a ridicule caft on private men who make hiftory a poli-
tical ftudy, or who apply themfelves in any manner to affairs
of ftate. But the refle@tion is too general. In governments
fo arbitrary by their conflitution, that the will of the prince
1s not only the fupreme but the fole law, it is fo far from be-
ing a duty that it 'may be dangerous, and muft be impertinent
in men, who are not called by the prince to the adminiftra-
tion of public affairs, to concern themfelves about it, or to fit
themfelves for it,  The fole vocation there is the favor of the
court ; and whatever defignation God makes by the talents ke
beftows, tho it may ferve, 'which it feldom ever does, to di-
rect the choice of the prince, yet 1 prefume that it cannot be-
come a reafon to particular men, or create a duty on them,
to devote themfelves ‘to  the public fervice: Look on the
Turkith government. . Sce a fellow taken, from rowing in a
common paffage-boat, by the caprice of the prince : fee him
invefted next day with all the power the foldans took under-
the caliphs, or the mayors of the palace under the fucceflors
of Crovis : fee a whole empire governed by the ignorance,
inexperience, and arbitrary will of this tyrant, and a few other
fubordinate tyrants, as ignorant and unexperienced as himfelf.
In France indeed, tho an abfolute government, things go a

6 : little
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little better.  Arts and fciences are encouraged, and here and
there an example may be found of 'a man who has rifen by
fome extraordinary talents, amidf¥ innumerable examples of
men who have arrived at the greateft honors and higheft pofts
by no other merit than that of affiduous fawning, attendance,
or of {kill in fome defpicable puerile amufement ; in training
walps, for inflance, to take regular flights like hawks, and
ftoop at flies. The nobility of France, like the children of
tribute among the ancient Saracens and modern Turks, are fet
apart for wars,  They are bred to make love, to hunt, and
to fight : and, if any of them fhould acquire knowledge fu-
perior to this, - they would aequire that which might be preju-
dicial to themfelves, but could not become beneficial to their
country. The affairs of flate are trufted to other hands. Some
have rifen to them by drudging long in bufinefs : fome have
been made minifters almoft in the cradle : and the whole
power of the government has been abandoned to others in the
dotage of life. There is a monarchy, an abfolute monarchy
too, I mean that of China, wherein the adminifiration of the
government is carried on, under the dire&ion of the prince,
ever fince the dominion of the Tartars has been eftablithed, by
feveral clafies of Mandarins, and according to the deliberation
and advice of feveral orders of councils: the admiffion to
which clafles and orders depends on the abilitics of the can-
didates, as their rife on them depends on the behaviour they
hold, and the improvements they make afterwards. ‘Under
fuch a government, it is neither impertinent nor ridiculous,
m any of the fubjects who are invited by their circumftances,
or pufhed to it b)} their talents, to make the hiftory of ‘their
own and of other countries a political ftudy, and to fit them-
felves by this and all other tways for the' fervice of the public. It
1s not dangerous neither ; or an honor, that putweighs the
danger, attends it: f{ince private men have a right by the an-

e tient
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tient conftitution of this government, as well as councils of fate,
to reprefent to the prince the abufes of his adminiftration. But
ftill men have not there the fame occafion to concern themfelves
in the affairs of the ftate, as the nature of a fice government gives
to the members of it. In our own country, for in our own
the forms of a free government at leaft are hitherto preferved,
men are not only defigned for the public {fervice by the circum-
ftances of their fituation, and their talents, all which may hap-
pen in others : but they are defigned to it by their birth in
many cafes, and in all cafes they may dedicate themfelves to
this fervice, and take, in different degrees, fome fhare in it
whether they are called to it by the prince or no. In abfolute
governments, all public fervice is to the prince, and he nomi-
nates all thofe that ferve the public. In free governments, there
is a diftin& and a principal fervice due to the ftate. FEven
the king, of fuch alimited monarchy as ours, is but the firft
fervant of the people. Among his fubjecs, fome are appointed
by the conftitution, and others are elected by the people, to
carry on the exercife of the legiflative power jointly with him,
and to controul the executive power independently on him.
Thus your lordfhip is born a member of that order of men,
in whom a third part of the {upreme power of the govern-
ment refides: and your right to the exercife of the power be-
longing to this order not being yet opened, you are chofen
mto another body of men, who have different power and a
different conftitution, but who pofiefs another third part of the
fupreme legiflative authority, for as long a time as the com-
miflion or truft delegated to them by the people lafts. Free-
men, who are neither born to the firft, nor elected to the laft,
have a right however to complain, to reprefent, to petition,
and, I add, even to do more in cafes of the utmoft extre-
mity. For fure there cannot be a greater abfurdity, than
to affirm, that the people have a remedy in refiftance, when
their
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their prince attempts to enflave them ; but that they have
none, when their reprefentatives fell themfelves and them.

Tur fum of what I have been faying is, that, in free go-
vernments, the public fervice is not confined to thofe whom
the prince appoints to different pofts in the adminiftration un-
der him ; that there the care of the {tate is the care of multi-
tudes ; that many are called to it in a particular manner by
their rank, and by other circumf{tances of their fituation ; and
that even thofe whom the prince appoints are not only an-
fwerable to him, but, like him, and before him, to the na-
tion, for their behavior in their {everal pofts. It can never be
impertinent nor ridiculous therefore in {uch a country, what-
ever it might be in the abbot of St. ReaL’s, which was Savoy
I think ; or in Pceru, under the Incas, where, GarciLasso pE
1A Veca fays, it was lawful for none but the nobility to ftudy
~-—-for men of all degrees to inftruct themfelves in thofe affairs
wherein they may be aétors, or judges of thofe that a&, or
controlers of thofe that judge. On the contrary, it is incum-
bent on every man to inftru& himfelf, as well -as the means
and opportunities he has permit, concerning the nature and
interefts of the government, and thofe rights and duties that
belong to him, or to his fuperiors, or to his inferiors. This
in general ; but in particular it is certain that the obligations
under which we lie to ferve our country increafe, in proportion
to the ranks we hold, and the other circumftances of birth,
fortune, and fituation that call us to this fervice ; and, above
all, to the talents which God has given us to perform it.

It is in this view, that I fhall addrefs to your lordfhip what-
ever T have further to fay on the ftudy of hiftory.
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