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A fketch of the ftate and hiftory of Europe, from the Pyre-
nean treaty in one thoufand fix hundred and fifty nine, to
the year one thoufand fix hundred and eighty eight.

HE firft obfervation I thall make on this third period

of modern hiftory is, that as the ambition of Cuarrzs

the fifth, who united the whole formidable power of Auftria
in himfelf, and the reftlefs temper, the cruelty and bigotry of
Puiuie the {fecond, were principally obje@s of the attention
and folicitude of the councils of Europe, in the firft of thefe
periods ; and as the ambition of Frrpinanp the fecond, and
the third, who aimed at nothing lefs than extirpating the pro-
teftant intereft, and under that pretence fubduing the liberties
of Germany, were objects of the fame kind in the fecond :
fo an oppofition to the growing power of France, or to {peak
more properly, to the exorbitant ambition of the houfe of
Bourbon, has been the principal affair of Europe, during the
greateft part of the prefent period. The defign of afpiring to
univerfal monarchy was imputed to Cuarvres the fifth, as
foon as he began to give proofs of his ambition and capacity.
The fame defign was imputed to Lewis the fourteenth, as
foen as-he began to feel his own ftrength, and the weaknefs
of his neighbours. Neither of thefe princes was induced, I
believe, by the flattery of his courtiers, or the apprehenfions
of his adverfaries, to entertain fo chimerical a defign as this
would have been, even in that falfe fenfe wherein the word
< univerfal
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univerfal is fo often underflood : and 1 miftake very much if
cither of them was of a chara&er, or in circumftances, to un-
dertake it. Both of them had firong defires to raife their fa-
milies higher, and to extend their dominions farther; but
neither of them had that bold and adventurous ambition which
makes a conqueror and an hero. Thefe apprehenfions how-
ever were given wifely, and taken ufefully. They cannot be
given nor taken too foon when fuch powers as thefe:arife ; be-
caufe when fuch powers as thefe are befieged as it were early,
by the common policy and watchfulnefs of their neighbours,
cach of them may in his turn of ftrength fally forth, and gain
a little ground ; but none of them will be able to puth their
conquefts far, and much lefs to confummate the entire pro-
je@s of their ambition.  Befides the occafional oppofition that
was given to Cuaries the fifth by our Henry the eighth, ac-
cording to the different moods of humor he was in; by the
popes, according to the feveral turns of their private intereft ;
and by the princes of Germany, according to the occafions
or pretences that religion or civil liberty furnithed ; he had
from his firft fetting out a rival and an enemy in Frawncis the
firft, who did not maintain his caufe ¢ in forma pauperis,”
if I may ufe fuch an expreffion : as we have feen the houfe
of Auftria fue, in our days, for dominion at the gate of every
palace in Europe. Francis the firft was the principal in his
own quarrels, paid his own armies, fought his own battles
and tho his valour alone did not hinder CuarvrEs the fifth from
fubduing all Europe, as Baviz, a better philologer than poli-
tician, {fomewhere aflerts, but a multitude of other circum-
ftances eafily to be traced in hiftory ; yet he contributed by
his victories, and even by his defeats, to wafte the ftrength
and check the courfe of that growing power. = Luw1s the four-
teenth had no rival of this kind in the houfe of Auftria, nor
indeed any enemy of this importance to combat, till the prince

of
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of Orance became king of Great Britain: and he had great
advantages in many other refpeéts, which it is neceffary to
confider in order to make a true judgment on the affairs of
Europe from the year one thoufand fix hundred and fixty.
You will difcover the firft of thefe advantages, and fuch as
were produétive of all the reft, in the condué of Ricuzrizy
and of Mazariv. Ricrerieu formed the great defign, and
laid the foundations: Mazarixn purfued the defign, and raifed
the fuperftructure. If I do not deceive myfelf extremely,
there are few paffages in hiftory that deferve your lordfhip’s
attention more than the condué that the firft and greateft of
thefe minifters held, in laying the foundations I {peak of. You
will obferve how he helped to embroil affairs on every fide,
and to keep the houfe of Auftria at bay as it were ; how he
catered into the quarrels of Italy againft Spain, into that con-
cerning the Valteline, and that concerning the fucceflion of
Mantua ; without engaging {o deep as to divert him from ano-
ther great obje&t of his policy, fubduing Rochelle and difarm-
ing the Huguenots. You will obferve how he turned himfelf
after this was done, to ftop the progrefs of Frromvanp in
Germany.  While Spain fomented difcontents at the court and
diforders in the kingdom of France, by all poflible means,
even by taking engagements with the duke of Rouan, and for
fupparting the proteftants; RicurLizu abetted the fame inte-
reft in Germany againft Feroivanp; and in the Low Coun-
tries againft Spain. < The emperor was become almoft the
mafter in Germany. Crristian the fourth, king of Den-
mark, had been at the head of a league, wherein the United
Provinces, Sweden, and Lower Saxony entered, to oppofe his
progrefs: but Curistran had been defeated by TiiLy and
VaLstring, and obliged to conclude a treaty at Lubec, where
FerpiNaND gave him the law. It was then that Gusravus
Aporruus, with whom Ricuerizu made an alliance, entered

- into
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into this war, and foon turned the fortune of it. The French
minifter had not yet engaged his mafter openly in the war;
but when the Dutch grew impatient, and threatned to renew
their truce with Spain, unlefs France declared ; when the king
of Swepen was killed, and the battle of Nordlingen loft;
when Saxony had turned again to the fide of the emperor, and
Brandenburg and fo many others had followed this example,
that Hefle almoft alone perfifted in the Swedith alliance : then
Ricuerizu engaged his mafter, and profited of every circum-
ftance which the conjun&ure afforded, to engage him with
advantage. For, firlt, he had a double advantage by engag-
ing fo late: that of coming frefh into the quarrel againft a
wearied and almoft exhaufted enemy ; and that of yielding
to the impatience of his friends, who, prefled by their necef-
fities and by the want they had of France, gave this minifter
an opportunity of laying thofe claims and eftablifhing thofe
pretenfions, in all his treaties with Holland, Sweden, and the
princes and ftates of the empire, on which he had projected
the future agorandifement of France. The manner in which
he engaged, and the air that he gave to his engagement, were
advantages of the fecond fort, advantages of reputation and
credit ; yet were thefe of no {mall moment in ‘the courfe of
the war, and operated ftrongly in favor of France as he de-
figned they fhould, even after his death, and at and after the
treaties of Weftphalia. He varnifhed ambition with the moft
slaufible and popular pretences. The ele@or of Treves had
put himfelf under the protection of France : and, if I remem-
ber right, he made this ftep when the emperor could not pro-
te&t him againft the Swedes, whom he had reafon to appre-
hend. No matter, the governor of Luxemburg was ordered
to furprife Treves and to feize the elector.  He executed his
orders with fuccefs, and carried this prince prifoner into Bra-
bant. Ricusrisu feized the lucky circumftance ; he reclaimed

Vor. 1I. Ddd the
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the eleftor: and, on the refufal of the cardinal infant, the
war was declared. France, you fee, appeared the common
friend of liberty, the defender of it in the Low-Countries
againft the king of Srain, and in Germany againft the empe-
ror, as well as the prote@or of the princes of the ciipire,
many of whofe ftates had been illegally invaded, and whofe
perfons were no longer fafe from violence even in their own
palaces. All thefe appearances were kept up in the negotia-
tions at Munfler, where Mazarin reaped what Ricieriny had
fowed. The demands that France made for herfelf were very
great ; but the conjun@ure was favorable, and fhe improved
it to the utmoft. No figure could be more fattering than her’s,
at the head of thefe negotiations ; nor more mortifying than
the emperor’s through the whole courfe of the treaty. The
princes and ftates of the empire had been treated as vaflals by
the emperor : France determined them to treat with him on
this occafion as fovereigns, and fupported them in this deter-
mination. Whilft Sweden feemed concerned for the protef~
tant intereft alone, and fhewed no other regard, as fhe had
no other alliance ; France affe@ed to be impartial alike to the
proteftant and to the papift, and to have no intereft at heart
but the common intereft of the Germanic body. Her de-
mands were exceflive, but they were to be fatisfied. principally
out of the emperor’s patrimonial dominions. It had been the
art of her minifters to effablith this general maxim on many
particular experiences, that the grandeur of France was a real,
and would be a conftant fecurity to the rights and liberties of
the empire againft the emperor : and it is no wonder there-
fore, this maxim prevailing, injuries, refentments, and jealou-
fies being freth on one fide, and fervices, obligations, and con-
tidence on the other, that the Germans were not unwilling
France fhould extend her empire on this fide of the Rhine,
* whilft Sweden did the fame on this fide of the Baltic. Thefe
treaties,
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treaties, and the immenfe credit and influence that Frahce had
acquired by them in the empire, put it out of the power of
one branch of the houfe of Auftria to return the obligations
of afliftance to the other, in the war that continued between
France and Spain, till the Pyrenean treaty. By this treaty the
{uperiority of the houfe of Bourbon over the houfe of Auftria
was not only completed and confirmed, but the great defign
of uniting the Spanifh and the French monarchies under the
former was laid.

Tar third period therefore begins by a great change of the
balance of power in Europe, and by the profpéé of one much
greater and more fatal. Before I defcend into the particulars I
intend to mention, of the courfe of affairs, and of the politi-
cal conduét of the great powers of Europe in this third period;
give me leave to caft my eyes once more back on the {econd.
The reflection I am going to make feems to me important, and
leads to all that is to follow.

Tut Dutch made their peace feparately at Munfter with
Spain, who acknowledged then the fovereignty and indepen-
dency of their commonwealth. = The French, who had been,
after our Ecrzasers, their principal fupport, reproached them
feverely for this breach of faith. They excufed themfelves
in the beft manner, and by the beft reafons, they could. All
this your lordfhip will find in the monuments of that time.
But I think it not improbable that they had a motive you
will not find there, and which it was not proper to give as a
reafon or excufe to the French. Might not the wife men
amongft them confider even then, befides the immediate ad-
vantages that accrued by this treaty to their commonwealth,
that the imperial power was fallen’; that the power of Spain
was vaftly reduced; that the houfe of Auftria’ was nothing
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more than the thadow of a great name, and that the houfe
of Bourbon was advancing, by large ftrides, to a degree of
power as exorbitant, and as formidable as that of the other
family had been in the hands of Cuarwes the fifth, of Parpip
the fecond, and lately of the two Ferpinanps ? Might they
not forefee, even then, what happened in the courfe of very
few years, when they were obliged, for their own fecurity, to
aflift their old enemies the Spaniards againft their old friends
the French ? I think they might. Our Cuarvrs the firft was
no great politician, and yet he feemed to difcern that the ba-
lance of power was turning in favor of France, fome years be-
fore the treaties of Weftphalia. He rcfufed to be neuter, and
threatned to take part with Spain, if the French purfued the
defign of befieging Dunkirk and Graveline, according ‘to a
concert taken between them and the Dutch, and in purfuance
of a treaty for dividing the Spanith Low Countries, which
Ricuerieu had negotiated. CromweLr either did not difcern
this turn of the balance of power, long afterwards when it was
much more vifible ; or, difcerning it, he was induced by reafens
of private intereft to aét againft the general intereft of Europe.
CromwEerLL Joined with France againft Spain, and tho he got
Jamaica and Dunkirk, he drove the Spaniards into a neceflity
of making a peace with France, that has difturbed the peace
of the world almoft fourfcore years, and the confequences of
which have well nigh beggared in our times the nation he
enflaved in his. There is a traditien, I have heard it from
perions who lived in thofe days, and I believe it came from
Trurror, that CromwsrL was in treaty with Spain, and
rcady to turn his arms againft France when he died.  If this
fa&t was certain, as little as I honor his memory, 1 {hould have
fome regret that he died fo foon. But whatever his inten~
tions were, we muft charge the Pyrenean treaty, and the fatal
confequences of it, in great meafure to his account. The

Spaniards
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Spaniards abhorred the thought of marrying their Infanta to
Lewis the fourteenth, It was on this point that they broke
the negociation Lionne had begun : and your lordfhip will
perceive, that if they refumed it afterwards, and offered the
marriage they had before rejected, CromweLL’s league with
France was a principal inducement to this alteration of their
re{olutions.

Tur precife point at which the {cales of power turn, like
that of the folftice in cither tropic, is imperceptible to com-
mon obfervation : and, in one cafe as in the other, fome pro-
grefs muft be made in the new direction, before the change is
perceived.  They who are in the finking fcale, for in the po-
litical balance of power, unlike to all others, the fcale that
is empty finks, and that which is full rifes; they who are in
the finking fcale do not eafily come off from the habitual
prejudices of fuperior wealth, or power, or fkill, or courage,
nor from the confidence that thefe prejudices infpire. 'They
who are in the rifing fcale do not immediately feel their
ftrength, nor aflume that confidence in it which fuccefsful
experience gives them afterwards. ~ They who are the moft
concerned to watch the variations of this balance, mif-judge
often in the fame manner, and from the fame prejudices. They
continue to dread a power no longer able to hurt them, or they
continue to have no apprehenfions of a power that grows
daily more formidable. ~ Spain verified the firft obfervation at
the end of the fecond period, when, proud and poor, and
enterprifing and feeble, fhe ftill thought herfelf a match for
France. France verified the fecond obfervation at the begin-
ing of the third period, when the triple alliance ftopped the
progrefs of her arms, which alliances much more confider-
able were not able to effe& afterwards. The other principal
powers of Europe, in their turps, have verified the third ob-

fervation
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fervation in both it’s parts, through the whole courfe of
this period. :

Wien Lewis the fourteenth took the adminiftration of af-
fairs into his own hands, about the year one thoufand fix hun-
dred and fixty, he was in the prime of his age, and had,
what princes feldom have, the advantages of youth and thofe
of experience together. Their education is generally bad ;
for which reafon royal birth, that gives a rght to the throne
among other people, gave an abfolute excluficn from it among
the Mamalukes, His was, in all relpeds, except one, as bad
as that of other princes. He jefted fometimes on his own igh
norance ; and there were other defeds in his character, owing
to his education, which he did not fce. But Mazarin had
initiated. him betimes in the myfteries of his policy. He had
{een a great part of thofe foundations laid, on which he was
to. raife the fabric of his future grandeur: and as Mazarix
finifhed the work that Ricuevizy began, he had the leflons of
one, and the examples of both, to inftru& him. He had
acquired habits of fecrecy and method, in bufinefs ; of re-
ferve, difcretion, decency, and dignity, in behaviour, If he
was not the greateft king, he was the beft aGor of majefty at
leaft, that ever filled a throne. He by no means wanted that
courage which is. commonly called bravery, tho the want of it
was imputed to him in the midft of his greateft triumphs
nor that other courage, lefs oftentatious and moye rarely found,
- calm,  fteady, perfevering refolution ; which feems to arife lefs
frdm the temper of the body, and is therefore called courage
of the mind. He had them both moft certainly, and I could
produce unqueftionable anecdotes in proof. He was, in one
word, much fuperior to any prince with whom he had to do,
when he began to govern. He was furrounded with great
captains bred in former. wars, and with great minifters-bred in

6 the
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the {ame {chool as himfelf. They who had worked under
Mazarin worked on the fame plan under him ; and as th y
had the advantages of genius and experience over moft of the
minifters of other countries, fo they had another advantage
over thofe who were equal or fuperior to them : the advantage
of ferving a mafter whofc abfolute power was eftablifhed ; and
the advantage of a fituation wherecin they might exert their
whole capacity without contradi@ion ; over that, for inftance,
wherein your lordthip’s great grand-father was placed, at the
fame time, in England, and Jou~x bz Wrr in Holland. A-
mong thele minifters, Corsert muft be mentioned particu-
larly upon this occafion ; becaufe it was he who improved the
wealth, and confequently the power of France extremely, by
the order he put into the finances, and by the encouragement
he gave to trade and manufactures. The foil, the climate,
the fituation of France, the ingenuity, the induftry, the viva-
city of her inhabitants are fuch ; fhe has {o little want of the
product of other countries, and other countries have fo many
real or imaginary wants to be fupplied by her ; that when fhe
is not at war with all her neighbours, when her domeftic quiet
is preferved and any tolerable adminiftration of government
prevails, the muft grow rich at the expence of thofe who
trade, and even of thofe who do not open a trade, with her.
Her bawbles, her modes, the follies and extravagancies of her
luxury, coft England, about the time we are {peaking of, lit-
tle lefs than eight hundred thoufand- pounds fterling a year,
and other nations: in their proportions. Corsrrr made the
moft of all thele advantageous circumftances, and whilft he
filled the national fpunge, he taught his fucceffors how to
fqueeze it; a fecret that he repented having difcovered, they
fay, when he faw the immenfe fums that were neceflary to
fupply the growing magnificence of his mafter,

THis
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This was the chara&er of Lrwrs the fourteenth, and this
was the flate of his kingdom at the beginning of the prefent
perod. If his power was great, his pretenfions were {till
greater.  He had renounced, and the Infanta with his confent
had renounced, all right to the fucceflion of Spain, in the
ftrongeft terms that the precaution of the councils of Madrid
could contrive. No matter ; he confented to thefe renuncia-
tions, but your lordfhip will find by the letters of Mazarin,
and by other memorials, that he acted on the contrary prin-
ciple, from the firft, which he avowed foon afterwards. Such
a power, and fuch pretenfions, fhould have given, one would
think, an immediate alarm to the reft of Europe.  Puiripe the
fourth was broken and decayed, like the monarchy ke go-
verned.  One of his fons died, as T remember, during the ne-
gotiations that preceded the year one thoufand fix hundred
and fixty: and the furvivor, who was CmarLes the fecond,
rather languifhed, than lived, from the cradle to the grave.
So dangerous a contingency, therefore, as the union of the
two monarchies of France and Spain, being in view forty
years together ; one would imagine, that the principal powers
of Europe had the means of preventing it conftantly in view
during the fame time. But it was otherwife. ~ France a&ed
very {yftematically from the year one thoufand fix hundred
and fixty, to the death of king Cuartes the fecond of Spain.
She never loft fight of her great obje@, the fucceflion to the
whole Spanith monarchy ; and fhe accepted the will of the
king of Spain in favor of the duke of Axjou. As fhe ne-
ver loft fight of her great obje during this time, fo fhe loft
no opportunity of increafing her power while fhe waited for
that of fucceeding in her pretenfions.  The two branches of
Auftria were in no condition of making a confiderable oppo-
fition to her defigns and attempts. Holland, who of all other
powers was the moft concerned to oppofe them, was at that

time
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time under two influences that hindered her from purfuing her
true intereft, Her true intereft was to have ufed her utmoft
endeavors to unite clofely and intimately with England on the
reftoration of king Cuarips. She did the very contrary.
Joun pe Wir, at the head of the Louveftein fa&ion, govern-
ed. . The intereft of his party was to keep the houfe of Orange
down: he courted therefore the friendfhip of France, and
neglected that of England. The alliance between our nation
and the Dutch was renewed, I think, in one thoufand {ix
hundred and fixty two ; but the latter had made a defenfive
league with France a little before, on the fuppofition princi-
pally of a war with England. The war became inevitable
very foon. CromwerL had chaftifed them for their ufurpa-
tions in trade, and the outrages and cruelties they had com-
mitted 3 but he had not cured them. The fame fpirit conti-
nued in the Dutch, the fame refentments in the Englifh : and
the pique of merchants became the pique of nations. France
entered into the war on the fide of Holland ; but the Iittle af-
fitance fhe gave the Dutch fhewed plainly enough that her
intention was to make thefe two powers wafte their ftrength
againit one another, whilft fhe extended her conquefts in the
Spanifh Low Countries. Her invafion in thefe provinces ob-
liged De Wit to change his conduct. Hitherto he had been
attached to France in the clofeft manner, had led his republic
to ferve all the purpofes of France, and had renewed with the
marfhal D’Estrapes a proje& of dividing the Spanifh Ne-
therlands between France and Holland, that had been taken
up formerly, when Ricusiiev made ufe of it to flatter their
ambition, and to engage them to prolong the war againft
Spain. A project not unlike to that which was held ocut to
them by the famous preliminaries, and the extravagant barrier-
treaty, in one thoufand feven hundred and nine ; and which
engaged them to continue a war on the principle of :11111)iti.cn,

Vor. 1L et into
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into which they had entered with more reafonable and more
moderate views,

Ass the private interefts of the two De Wirs hindered that
common-wealth from being on her guard, as early as the
ought to have been, againft France, {fo the miftaken policy
of the court of England, and the fhort views, and the profufe
temper of the prince who governed, gave great advantages
to Lewis the fourteenth in the purfuit of his defigns. He
bought Dunkirk: and your lordthip knows how great a cla«
mor was raifed on that occafion againft your noble anceftor;
as if he alone had been anfwerable for the meafure, and his
intereft had been concerned in it. 1 have heard our late friend
Mr. Georcs CLark quote a witnefs, who was quite unexcep-
tionable, but I cannot recal his nanie at prefent, who, many
years after all thefe tranfacions, and the death of my lord
CLarenpon, affirmed, that the earl of Sanpwic had owned
to him, that he himfelf gave his opinion, among many others,
officers, and minifters, for {elling Dunkirk. Their reafons
could not be good, 1 prefume to fay ; but feveral, that might
be plaufible at that time, are eafily guefled. A prince like
king Cuarces, who would have made as many bad bargains as
any young {pendthrift, for money, finding himfelf thus back-
ed, we may aflure ourfelves, was peremptorily determined to
fell : and whatever your great grand-father’s opinion was, this
I am able to pronounce upon my own experience, that his
treaty for the fale is no proof he was of opinion to fell.  'When
the refolution of felling was once taken, to whom could the
fale be made? To the Dutch? No. This meafure would
have been at leaft as impolitic, ‘and, in that moment, perhaps
more odious than the other. To the Spaniards ? They were
unable to buy : and, as low as their power was {unk, the prin-
ciple of oppofing it ftill prevailed, I have fometimes thought
: that
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that the Spaniards, who were forced to make peace with Por-
tugal, and to renounce all claim to that crown, four or five
years afterwards, might have been induced to take this refolu-
tion then ; if the regaining Dunkirk without any expence had
been a cond:ition propofed to them ; and that the Portuguefe,
who, notwithftanding their alliance with Eng'and and the in-
dire& fuccours that France afforded them, were little able,
after the treaty efpecially, to fupport a war ‘againft Spain, might
have been induced to pay the price of Dunkirk, for fo great
an advantage as immediate peace with Spain, and the ex-
tinétion of all foreign pretences on their crown. But this fpe-
culation concerning events fo long ago pafled is not much
to the purpofe here. I proceed therefore to obferve, that not-
withftanding the fale of Dunkirk, and the fecret leanings of
our court to that of France, yet England was firft to take
the alarm, when Lewis the fourteenth invaded the Spanith
Netherlands in onc thoufand fix hundred and fixty feven :
and the triple alliance was the work of an Englifh minifter.
It was time to take this alarm j for from the moment that the
king of France claimed a right to the county of Burgundy,
the duchy of Brabant, and other portions of the Low Coun-

tries that devolved on his queen by the death of her father Par-

e the fourth, he pulled off the mafk entirely. Volumes
were written to eftablifh, and to refute this fuppoled right.
Your lordfhip no doubt will look into a controverfy that has
employed fo many pens and fo many {words; and I believe
you will think it was {ufhciently bold in the French, to argue
from cuftoms, that regulated the courfe of private fucceflions
in certain provinces, to a right of fucceeding to the {overeigaty
of thofe provinces: and to affert the divifibility of the Spa-
nith monarchy, with the fame breath with which. they affert-
ed the indivifibility of their own ; altho the proofs in one cale
were juft as good as the proofs in the other, and the tunda-
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mental law of indivifibility was at leaft as good a law in Spain,
as either this or the Salique law was in France. But however
proper it might be for the French and Auftrian pens to enter
into long difcuflions, and to appeal, on this great occafion,
to the reft of Europe; the reft of Europe had a fhort objec-
tion to make to the plea of France, which no fophifims, no
quirks of law could evade. Spain accepted the renunciations
as a real fecurity : France gave them as fuch to Spain, and in
effeét to the relt of Europe. If they had not been thusgiven,
and thus taken, the Spaniards would not have married their
Infanta to the king of France, whatever diftrefs they might
have endured by the prolongation of the war. Thefe renun-
ciations were renunciations of all rights whatfoever to the whole
Spanith monarchy, and to every part of it. The provinces
claimed by France at this time were parts of it. = To claim
them, was therefore to claim the whole ; for if the renuncia-
tions were no bar to the rights accruing to Mary TuERESA
on the death of her father Puirie the fourth, neither could
they be any to the rights that would acrue to her and her
children, on the death of her brother Cuarrrs the fecond :
an unhealthful youth, and who at this inftant was in imme-
diate danger of dying ; for to all the complicated diftempers
he brought into the world with him, the {mall-pox was added.
Your lordfhip fees how the fatal contingency of uniting the
two monarchies of France and Spain ftared mankind in
the face ; and yet nothing, that I can remember, was done
to prevent it : not {fo much as a guaranty given, or a declara-
tion made to affert the validity of thefe renunciations, and for
fecuring the effect of them. The triple alliance indeed ftop-
ed the progrefs of the French arms, and produced the treaty
of Aix la Chapelle. But England, Sweden, and Holland,
the contra&ing powers in this alliance, feemed to look, and
probably did look, no farther. France kept a great and im-
portant
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portant part of what the had furprifed or ravithed, or pur-
chafed ; for we cannot fay with any propriety that fhe con-
quered : and the Spaniards were obliged to fet all they faved
to the account of gain. The German branch of Auftria had
been reduced very low in power and in credit under Frrpi-
xanD the third, by the treaties of Weftphalia, as I have faid
already. Lewis the fourteenth maintained, during many
years, the influence thefe treaties had given him among the
princes and ftates of the empire. The famous capitulation
made at Frankfort on the eletion of Lrororp, who fucceed-
ed FerpinanD about the year one thoufand fix hundred and
fifty feven, was encouraged by the intrigues of France: and
the power of France was looked upon as the {ole power that
could ratify and fecure effeGtually the obfervation of the con-
ditions then made, The league of the Rhine was not renew-
ed I believe after the year one thoufand fix hundred and fixty
fix ; but tho this league was not renewed, yet {fome of thefe
princes and ftates continued in their old engagements with
France : whilft others took new engagements on particular oc-
cafions, according as private and fometimes very paultry inter-
efts, and the emiffaries of France in all their little courts, dif-
pofed them. In fhort the princes of Germany thewed no
alarm at the growing ambition and power of Lewis the four-
teenth, but contributed to encourage one, and to confirm the
other. In fuch a flate of things the German branch was lit-
tle able to affift the Spanifh branch againft France, either in
the war that ended by the Pyrenean treaty, or in that we are
{peaking of here, the fhort war that began in one thou-
fand fix hundred and fixty {even, and was ended by the
treaty of Aix la Chapelle in one thoufand fix hundred
and {ixty eight, But it was not this alone that difabled the
emperor from ading with vigor in the caufe of his family

then, nor that has rendered the houfe of Auftria a dead
weight
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weight upon all her allies ever fince.  Bigotry, and its infe-
parable companion, cruelty, as well as the tyranny and ava-
rice of the court of Vienna, created in thofe days, and has main-
tained in ours, almoft a perpetual diverfion of the imperial
arms from all effe@ual oppofition to France. I mean to {peak
of the troubles in Hungary. Whatever they became in their
progrefs, they were caufed originally by the ufurpations and
perfecutions of the emperor : and when the Hungarians were
called rebels firft, they were called {o for no other reafon than
this, that they would not be flaves. The dominion of the
emperor being lefs fupportable than that of the Turks, this
unhappy people opened a door to the latter to infeft the em-
pire, inftead of making their country what it had been be-
fore, a barrier againft the Ottoman power. France became
a {ure, tho fecret ally of the Turks, as well as the Hungari-
ans, and has found her account in it, by keeping the empe-
ror in perpetual alarms on that fide, while fhe has ravaged the
empire and the Low Countries on the other. Thus we faw,
thifty two years ago, ‘the arms of France and Bavaria ‘in poi-
feflion ‘of Paffau, and the ‘mal-contents of Hungary in the
{uburbs of Vienna. In a word, when Lewrs the fourteenth
made the firft effay of his power, by the war of one thoufand
fix hundred and fixty-feven, and founded, as it were, the
councils of Europe coneerning his pretentions on  the Spanifh
fucceflion, -he found his power to be great beyond what his
neighbours, or even he perhaps thought it: great by the wealth,
and greater by the united {pirit of his people ; greater flill by
the ill policy, and divided interefts that governed -thofe who
had a fuperior common intereft to oppofe him. He found that
the members of the triple alliance did not fee, or fecing did
not think proper to own that they faw, the injuftice, and the
confequence of his pretenfions, ~They contented themfelves

to give to Spain an a& of guaranty for fecuring the execution -

I of
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of the treaty of Aix la Chapelle. He knew even then how
ill the guaranty would be obferved by two of them at leaft, by
England and by Sweden. The treaty itfelf was nothing more
than a compofition between the bully and the bullied. Tour-
nay, and Lifle, and Doway, and other places that I have for-
got, were yielded to him : and he reftored the county of Bur-
gundy, according to the option that Spain made, againft the
intereft and the cxpedation too of the Dutch, when an op-
tion was forced upon her. The king of Seaix compounded
for his pofleflion: but the emperor compounded at the fame
time for his fucceflion, by a private eventual treaty of parti-
tion, which the commander of GremonviLLE and the count
of Averseeré figned at Vienna. The fame Lrororp, who
exclaimed fo loudly, in one thoufand {fix hundred and ninety
cight, againft any partition of the Spanifh monarchy, and
refufed to fubmit to that which England and Holland had
then made, made one himfelf in one thoufand fix hun-
dred and fixty eight, with fo little regard to thefe two pow-
ers, that the whole ten provinces were thrown into the lot of

France.

Tuere is-no room to wonder if fuch experience as Lrwrs
the fourteenth had upon this occafion, and fuch a face of af-
fairs in Europe, raifing his hopes, raifed his ambition : and,
if, in making peace at Aix la Chapelle, he meditated a new
war, the war of one thoufand fix hundred and feventy two ;
the preparations he made for it, 'by negotiations in all parts,
by alliances wherever he found ingreflion, and by the increafe
of his forces, were equally proofs of ability, induftry, and

ower. I fhall not defcend into thefe particulars: your lord-
thip will find them pretty well detailed in the memorials of
that time.  But one of the alliances he made I muft mention,
tho ‘I mention it with the utmoft regret and indignation.
England
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England was fatally engaged to a& a part in this confpiracy
againft the peace and the liberty of Europe, nay, againft her
own peace and her own liberty ; for. a bubble’s. part it was,
equally wicked and impolitic.- Forgive the terms I ufe, my
lord: none can be too ftrong. The principles of the triple
alliance, juft and wife, and worthy of a king of England,
were laid afide.  Then, the progrefs of the French arms was
to be checked, the ten provinces were to be faved, and by
{faving them the barrier of Holland was to be preferved. Now,
we joined our counfels and our arms to thofe of France, in a
project that could not be carried on at all, as it was eafy to
forefee, and as the event fhewed, unlefs it was carried on
againft Spain, the emperor, and moft of the princes of Ger-
many, as well as the Dutch ; and which could not be
carried on fuccefsfully, without leaving the ten provinces
entirely at the mercy of France, and giving her pretence
and opportunity of ravaging the empire, and extending her
conquefts on the Rhine. The medal of Van BruninguEN,
and other pretences that France took for attacking the
ftates of the Low Countries, were ridiculous. They im-
pofed on no one: and the true obje& of Lewis the four-
teenth was manifeft to all.  But what could a king of England
mean ? Cuarves the fecond had reafons of refentment againft
the Dutch, and juft ones too no doubt. Among the reft, it
was not eafy for him to forget the affront he had fuffered, and
the lofs he had fuftained, when, depending on the peace that
was ready to be figned, and that was figned at Breda in July,
he neglected to fit out his fleet ; and when that of Holland,
commanded by Ruyrer, with Cornertus De Wit on board
as deputy or commiflioner of the ftates, burnt his fhips at
Chatham in June. The famous perpetual edié, as it was
called but did not prove in the event, againft the ele@ion of a
ftate-holder, which Joun De Wir promoted, carried, and
obliged
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obliged the prince of Orange to fwear to maintain a very few
days after the conclufion of the peace at Breda, might be ano-
ther motive in the breaft of king Cuarres the fecond: as it
was certainly a pretence of revenge on the Dutch, or at leaft on
the Dt Wrrs and the Louveftein fa&ion, that ruled almoft deft
potically in that commonwealth. = But it is plain that peither
thefe reafons, nor others of a more ancient date, determined
him to this alliance with France ; fince he contraéted the
triple alliance within four or five months after the two
events, I have mentioned, happened. What then did he
mean ? Did he mean to acquire one of the feven provinces,
and divide them, as the Dutch had twice treated for the divi-
fion of the ten, with France? I believe not; but this I believe,
that his inclinations were favorable to the popith intereft in
general, and that he meant to make himfelf more abfolute at
home ; that he thought it neceffary to this end to humble the
Dutch, to reduce their power; and perhaps to change the form
of their government; to deprive his' fubje@s of the corref-

ondence with a neighboring proteftant and free flate, and
of all hope of fuccour and fupport from thenee in their op-
pofition to him ; ina word to abet the defigns of France on
the continent, that France might abet his defigns on his own
kingdom. This, I fay, I believe; and this I fhould venture
to affirm, if I had in my hands to produce, and was at liberty
to quote, the private relations I have red formerly, drawn up
by thofe who were no enemies to fuch defigns, and on the
authority of thofe who were parties to them. But whatever
king Crarizs the fecond meant, certain it is, that his condudt
eftablithed the fuperiority of France in Europe.

Bur this charge, however, muft not be confined to him
alone. Thofe who were nearer the danger, thofe who were
expofed to the immediate attacks of France, and even thofe

Vor. II. i who
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who ~were her tivals: for the fame fucceffion, having either

ailifted  her, or'engaged to remain neuters, a ftrange fata-

lity prevailed, and produced fuch a conjunéure as can hardly

be paralleled in hiftory.  Your lordfhip. will- obferve with
aftonithment, even in the beginning of the year one thou-
fand {ix hupdred and feventy two, all the neighbors of France,
adting as if they had nothing to fear from her;, and fome

as if ‘they bad much to hope, by helping her to opprefs. the
Dutch and tharing with her the fpoils of that commonwealth,
<¢ Delenda eft Carthago,” was the cry in England, and feem-

ed too a maxim on the continent.

In the courfe of the fame year, you will obferve that all
thefe powers took the alarm, and began to unite in oppofition
to France. - Even England thought it time to interpofe in fa-
vor of the Dutch., The confequences of this alarm, of this
fudden turn in the policy of Europe, and of that which hap-
pened, by the maflacre of the De Wirs, and the elevation
of the prince of Oraxag, in the government of the feven
provinces, faved thefe provinces, and ftopped the rapid pro-
grefs. of the arms’ of France, Liwis the fourteenth indeed

“furprifed the feven provinces in this war, as he had furprifed

the ten in that of one thoufand fix hundred and fixty {even,
and ravaged defencelefs countries with armies fufficient to
conquer them, if they had been prepared to refilt. In' the
war of "one thoufand fix hundred and {eventy two, he had
little lefs than one hundred and fifty thoufand 'men on foot,

befides the bodie: of Englith, Swifs, Italians, and Swedes,

that amounted to thirty or forty thoufand more. With this
mighty force he took forty places in forty days, impofed ex-
travagant . conditions of peace,. played the monarch a little

.while at Utrecht ;. and as-foon as the Dutch recovered from

their confternation, and, animated by the example of the
prince
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prince of Orange and the hopes of fuccour, refufed thefe
conditions, he went back to Verfailles, and left his generals to
carry on his enterprize : which they did with fo little fuccefs,
that Grave and Maeftricht alone remained to him of all the
boafted conquefts he had made ; and even thefe he offered
two years afterwards to reftore, if by that conceffion be’could
have prevailed on the Dutch at that time to make peace with
him.  But they were not yet difpofed to abandon their allies ;
for allics now they had.  The emperor and the king of Spain
had engaged in the quarrel againft France, and many of the
princes of the empire had done the fame. Not all. The Ba-
varian continued obftinate in his neutrality, and, to mention
no more, the Swedes made a great diverfion in favor of France
in the empire ; where the duke of Hanover abetted their
defigns as much as he could, for he was a zealous partifan of
France, tho the other princes of his houfe acted for the com-
mon caufe. I defcend into no more particulars. The war
that Lewis the fourteenth kindled by attacking in fo wviolent
a manner the Dutch commonwealth, and by making fo arbi-
trary an ufe of his firft fuccefs, became general, in the Low
Countries, in Spain, in Sicily, on the upper and lower Rhine,
in Denmark, in Sweden, and in the provinces of Germany
belonging to thefe two crowns; on the Mediterranean, the
Ocean, and the Baltic. France fupported this war with ad-
vantage on every fide: and when your lordfhip confiders in
what manner it, was carried on againft her, you will not be
{furprifed that the did fo. Spain had fpirit, but too little
ftrength to maintain her power in Sicily, where Meflina had
revolzed ; to defend her frontier on that fide of the Pyrentes;
and to refift the great efforts of the French in the Low Coun-
tries.. The empire was divided ; and, even among the
princes who aéted againft France, there was neither union in
their councils, nor concert in their proje@s, nor order in pre-

Fffa parations,
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parations, nor vigor in execution : and, to fay the truth, there
was not, in the whole confedcracy, a man whofe abilities could
make him a match for the prince of Conpe’ or the marfhal
of TurrNNE; nor many who wefe in any degree equal to
Luxemeurc, Criqui, ScHomBERG, and other generals of in-
ferior note, who commanded the armies of France. The em-
peror took this very time to make new invafions on the liber-
ties of Hungary, and to opprefs his proteftant {ubjeéts, The
prince of Oranece alone acted with invincible firmnefs, like a
patriot, and a hero. Neither the feducions of France nor
thofe of England, neither the temptations of ambition nor
thofe of private intereft, could make him fwerve from the true
intereft of his country, nor from the common intereft of Fu-
rope, He had raifed more fieges, and loft more battles, it
was faid, than any general of his age had done. Be it fo.
But his defeats were manifeftly due in great meafure to cir-
cumftances independent on him : and that {pirit, which even
thefe defeats could not deprefs, was all his own. He had dif-
ficulties in his own commonwealth ; the governors of the Spa-
nith Low Countries croffed his meafures fometimes ; the Ger-
man allies difappointed and broke them often: and it is not
improbable that he was frequently betrayed. He was fo per-
haps even by Soucnes, the imperial general; a Frenchman
aceording to Bavie, and a penfioner of Louvors according to
common report, and very ftrong appearances. He had not
yet credit and authority fufficient to make him a centre of
union to a whole confederacy, the foul that animated and
directed fo great a body.- He came to be fuch afterwards ;
but at the time fpoken of, he could not take fo great a
part upon him. No other prince or general was equal to it:
and the confequences of this defe& appeared almoft in every
operation. France was furrounded by a multitude of enemies,
all intent to demolith her power. But, like the builders of
: Babel,
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Babel, they fpoke different languages: and as thofe ecould
not build, thefe could not demolith; for want of underftand-
ing onc another. France improved this advantage by her
arms, and more by her negotiations. Nimeghen was, after
Cologn, the {cene of thefe. Eng!and was the mediating power,
and I know not whether our Cuarris the fecond did not ferve
her purpofes more ufefully in the latter, and under the cha-
rader of mediator, than he did or could have done by joining
his arms to her’s, and acting as her ally. The Dutch were
induced to fign a treaty with him, that broke the confederacy,
and gave great advantage to France : for the purport of it was
to oblige France and Spain to make peace on a plan to be pro-
pofed to them, and no mention was made in it of the other allies
that I remember. The Dutch were glad to get out of an ex-
penfive war.  France promifed to reftore Maeftricht to them,
and Maeftricht was the only place that remained unrecovered
of all they had loft. They dropped Spain at Nimeghen, as
they had dropped France at Muntter ; but many circumftances
concurred to give a much worfe grace to their abandoning of
Spain, than to their abandoning of France. I need not {pe-
cify them. This only I would obferve : when they made a
{eparate peace at Munfter, they left an ally who was in con--
dition to carry on the war alone with advantage, and they
prefumed to impofe no terms upon him : when they made a
{eparate peace at Nimeghen, they abandoned an ally who was
in no condition to carry on the war alone, and who was re-
duced to accept whatever terms the common enemy prefcrib--
ed. In their great diftrefs in one thoufand fix hundred and
{eventy three, they engaged to reftore Maeftricht to the Spa--
niards as foon as it thould be retaken : it was not retaken, and.
they accepted it for themlelves as the price of the feparate
peace they made with France. The Dutch had engaged far-

ther, to make neither peace nor truce with the king of Frane,.
till
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till that prince confented to reftore to Spain all he had con-
quered fince the Pyrenean treaty. But far from keeping
this promife in any tolerable degree, Lzwis the fourteenth ac-
quired, by the plan impofed on Spain at Nimeghen, befides
the county of Burgundy, fo many other countries and towns
on the fide of the ten Spanifh provinces; that thefe, added to
the places be kept of thofe which had been yielded to him by
the treaty of Aix la Chapelle (for fome of little confequence
he reftored) put into his hands the principal firength of that
barrier, againft which we goaded ourfelves almoft to death in
the Jaft great war; and made good the faying of the marfhal
of ScmoMBERrG, that to attack this barrier was to take the
beaft by his horns. I know very well what may be faid to
excufe the Dutch. The emperor was more intent to tyrannize
his fubjeés on one file, than to defend them on the other.
He attempted little againft France, and the little he did at-
tempt was ill-ordered, and worfe executed. The afliftance of
the princes of Germany was often uncertain, and always ex-
penfive. Spain was already indebted to Holland for great
fums ; greater ftill muft be advanced to her if the war conti-
nued: and experience thewed that France was able, and would
continue, to prevail againft her prefent enemies. The triple
league had flopped her progrefs, and obliged her to abandon
the county of Burgundy ; but Sweden was now engnged in
the war on the fide of France, as England had been in the
bezinning of it: and England was now privately favorable to
her interefts, as Sweden had been in the beginning of it. The
whole ten provinces would have been fubdued in the courfe
of a few campaigns more: and it was better for Spain and
the Dutch too, that part fthould be faved by accepting a fort
of compofition, ‘than the whole be rifqued by refufing it.
This might be alledged to excufe the condu&@ of the States
General, in impofing hard terms on Spain ; in making none

for
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for their other allies, and in figning alone: by which fteps
they gave France an opportunity that fhe improved with
great dexterity of management, the opportunity of treat-
ing with the confederates one by one, and of beating them by
detail in the cabinet, if I may fo fay, as fhe had often done
in the field. = 1 fhall not compare thefe reafons, which were
but too well founded in fa@®, and muft appear plaufible at
leaft, with other confiderations that might be, and were at
the time, infifted upon. I confine myfelf to a few obferva-
tions, which every knowing and impartial man muit admit.
Your lordthip will obferve, firft, that the fatal principle of
compounding with Lewrs the fourteenth, from the time that
his pretenfions, his power, and the ufe he made of it, began
to threaten Europe, prevailed ftill more at Nimeghen than it
had prevailed at Aix: fo that altho he did not obtain to the
full all he attempted, yet the dominions of France were by
common confent, on every treaty, more and more extended ;
her barriers on all fides were more and more ftrengthened ;
thofe of her neighbours were more and more weakened ; and
that power, which was to affert one day, againft the reft of
Europe, the pretended rights of the houfe of Bourbon to the
Spanifh monarchy, was more and more eftablithed, and ren-
dered truly formidable in fuch hands at leaft, during the courfe
of the firft cighteen years of the period.  Your lordthip. wiil
pleafe to oblerve, in the fecond place, that the extreme weak-
nels of one branch of Auftria, and the miferable condu& of
both ; the poverty of fome of the princes of the empire, and
the difunion, and to fpeak plainly, the mercenary policy of
all of them j in fhort, the confined views, the falfe notions,
and, to fpeak as plainly of my own as of other nations, the
iniquity of the councils of England, not only hindered the
growth of this power from being flopped in time, but nurfed

it up into ftrength almoft infuperable by any future confede-
racy,
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racy. A third ebfervation is this: If the excufes made for
the condu& of the Dutch at Nimeghen are not fufficient, they

too muft come in for their fhare in this condemnation, even

after the death of the De Wirs; as they were to be con-
‘demned moft juftly, during the adminiftration, for abetting
and favoring France. If thefe excufes, grounded on their
inability to purfie any longer a war, the principal profit of
which was to accrue to their confederates, for that was the
cafe after the year one thoufand fix hundred and feventy threg,
or one thoufand fix hundred and feventy four, and the prin-
cipal burden of which was thrown on them by their confe-
derates 5 if thefe are fufficient, they fhould not have acted,
for decency’s fake as well as out of good policy, the part they
did a& in one thoufand feven hundred and eleven, and one
thoufand feven hundred and twelve, towards the late queen,
who had complaints of the fame kind, in a much higher de-
gree and with circumftances much more aggravating, to make
of them, of the emperor, and of all the princes of Germany ;
andwho was far from treating them and their other allies, at that
time, as they treated Spain and their other allies in one thou-
fand fix hundred and feventy eight. Immediately after the
Dutch had made their peace, that of Spain was figned with
France, The emperor’s treaty with this crown and that of
Sweden was concluded in the following year: and Lewis the
fourteenth being now at liberty to aflift his ally, whilft he
had tied up the powers with whom he had treated from al-
fifling theirs, he foon forced the king of Denmark and the
eledtor of Branpensunrc to reftore all they bad taken from
the Swedes, and to conclude the peace of the north In all
thefe treatics he gave the law, and he was now at the
higheft point of his grandeur. He continued at this point
for feveral years, and in' this heighth of his power he pre-
pared. thofe alliances againft it, under the weight of which

: he
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he was at laft well-nigh oppreffed ; and might have been
reduced. as low as the general intereft of Europe required,
if fome of the caufes, which worked now, had not conti-
nued to work in his favor, and if his enemies had not prov-
ed, in their turn of fortune, as infatiable as profperity had
rendered him.

Arrer he had made peace with all the powers with whom
he had been in war, he continued to vex both Spain and the
empire; and to extend his conquefts in the Low Countries,
and on the Rhine, both by the pen and the fword. He
ereéted the chambers of Metz and of Brifach, where his own
fubje@s were profecutars, witnefles, and judges all at once.
Upon the decifions of thele tribunals, he feized into his own
hands, under the notion of dependencies and the pretence of
reunions, whatever towns or diftri@s of country tempted his
ambition, or {uited his conveniency : and added, by thefe and
by other means, in the midft of peace, morg territories to
thofe the late treaties had yielded to him, than he could have
got by continuing the war. e acted afterwards, in the fup-
port-of all this, without any bounds or limits. His glory was
a reafon for attacking Holland in one thoufand fix hundred
and feventy two, and his conveniency a realon for many of
the attacks he made on others afterwards. He took Luxem-
burg by force; he ftole Strafburg ; he bought Cafal: and,
whilft he waited the opportunity of acquiring to his family
the crown of Spain, he was not without thoughts, nor hopes
perhaps, of bringing into it the imperial crown likewife. Some
of ‘the cruelties he exercifed in the empire may be afcribed to
his difappointment in this view : I fay fome of thém, becaule
in the war that ended by the treaty of Nimeghen, he had al-
ready exercifed many. Tho the French writers endeavor to
flide over them, to palliate them, and to impute them parti-

Voui. 1L Ggg cularly
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cularly ‘to the Englith that were in their fervice ;* for even
this one of their writers has  the'front to advance : yet thefe
cruelties, 'unheard of among civilized nations, muft be granted
to have been ordered by the counfels, and executed by the
arms of France, in the Palatinate, and in other parts.

Ir Lewrs the fourteenth could have contented himfelf with
the acquifitions that were confirmed to him by the treaties of
one thoufand fix hundred and feventy eight, and one thoufand
{ix hundred and feventy nine, and with the authority and re-
putation which he then gained ; it is plain that he would have
prevented the alliances that were afterwards formed againft
him, and that he might have regained his credit amongft the
princes of the empire, where he had one¢ family-alliance by
the marriage of his brother to the daughter of the elector
Palatine, and another by that of his fon to the fifter of the
eleor of Bavaria 5 where Sweden was clofely attached to
him, and where the fame principles of private intereft would
have foon attached others as clofely.  He might have remain-
ed not only the principal, but the directing power of Europe,
and have held this rank with all the glory imaginable, till
the death of the king of SramN, or fome other obje& of great
ambition, had determined him to act another part. But in-
ftead of -this, he continued to vex and provoke all thofe who
were, unhappily for them, his neighbors, and that, in
many inftances, for trifles. An example of this kind occurs
‘to men ‘On the death of the duke of Deux Ponrts, he feized
“that little inconfiderable duchy, without:any regard to the
indifputablg right of the king of Swrpex, to the fervices that
crown Laflcndercd him, or to the want he might have of
‘that. alliance hercafter. The confequence was, that Sweden
-entered with the emperor, the king of Seain, the eledor of
Bavaria, and the States General, into the alliance of guaranty,

: as
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as it was called, about the year one thoufand fix hundred
and eighty three, and into the famous league of Aufburg, in
one thoufand fix hundred and eighty fix.

Since I have mentioned this league, and fince we may
date from it a more general, and more concerted oppofition to
France, than there had been before; give me leave to recal
fome of the refleGtions that have prefented themfelves to my
mind, in confidering what I have red, and what I have heard
related, concerning the paffages of that time. They will be
of ufe to form our judgment concerning later paffages, = If the
king of France became an objeét of averfion on account of
any invafions he made, any deviations from public faith, any
barbarities exercifed where his arms prevailed, or the perfecu-
tion of his proteftant fubjeéts ; the emperor deferved to be
fuch an obje, at leaft as much as he, on the fame accounts.
‘The emperor was fo too, but with this difference relatively
to the political fyftem of the weft: the Auftrian ambition and
bigotry exerted themfelves in diftant countries, whofe interefts
were not confidered as a part of this fyftem ; for otherwife
there would have been as much reafon for aflifting the people
of Hungary and of Tranfylvania againft the emperor, as there
had been formerly for aflifting the people of the feven united
provinces againft Spain, or as there had been lately for aflift-
ing them againft France : but the ambition and bigotry of
Lewis the fourteenth were exerted in the Low Countries, on
the Rhine, in Italy, and in Spain, in the very midit of this
fyftem, if I may fay fo, and with fuccefs that could not fail
to fubvert it in time. The power of the houfe of Auftria,
that had been feared too long, was feared no longer: and
that of the houfe of Bourbon, by having been feared too late,
was now grown terrible.  The emperor was fo intent on the
cftablithment of his abfolute power in Hungary, that he ex-
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pofed the empire doubly to defolation and ruin for the fake of
it. He leit the frontier almoft quite defencelcfs on the fide of
the Rhine, againft the inroads and ravages of France: and by
fhewing no mercy to the Hungarians, nor keeping any faith
with them, he forced that miferable people into alliances with
the Turk, who invaded the empire and befieged Vienna.
Even this event had no effle& upon him. Your lordthip will
find, that Sosieskr king of Poland, who had forced the
Turks to raife the fiege, and had fixed the imperial crown
that tottered on his head, could not prevail on him to take
thofe meafures by which alone it was poflible to cover
the empire, to fecore the king of Srain, and to reduce
that power who was probably one day to difpute with
him this prince’s fucceflion. = Texerr and the malcon-
tents made fuch demands as none but a tyrant could re-
tufe, the prefervation of their “antient privileges, liberty of
confcience, the convocation of a free diet or parliament, and
others of lefs importance. All was in'vain. The war conti-
nued with them, and with the Turks, and France was left at
liberty o puilly her enterprifes, almoft without oppofition,
againft Germany and the Low Countries. The diftrefs in both
was fo great, that the States General faw no other expedient
for ftopping the progrefs of the French arms, than a ceffation
of hoftilities, or a truce of twenty years; which they nego-
tiated, and which was accepted by the emperor and the
king of Spain, on the terms that Lewis the fourteenth
thought fit to offer. By thefe terms he was to remain in full
and quiet pofleffion of all he had acquired fince the ycars one
thoufand fix hundred and {feventy eight, and one thoufand fix
hundred and feventy nine; among which acquifitions that of
Luxemburg and that of Strafburg were comprehended. The
conditions of this truce were fo advantageous to France, that
all her intrigues were employed to obtain a definitive treaty of.

4 peace
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peace upon the fame conditions. But this was neither the in-
tereft nor the intention of the other contrading powers. The
imperial arms had been very fuccefsful againft the Turks.
'This fuccefs, as well as the troubles that followed upon it in
the Ottoman armies, and at the Porte, gave reafonable ex-
peQation of concluding a peace on that {ide: and, this peace
concluded, the emperor, and the empire, and the king of
Srarn would have been in a much better pofture to treat
with France. With thefe views, that were wife and juft, the
league of Aufburg was made between the emperor, the kings
of Spain and SweDEN as princes of the empire, and the other
circles and princes. ‘Lhis league was purely defenfive. An
exprefs article declared it to be fo: and as it had no other
regard, it was not only conformable to the laws and contftitu-
tions of the empire, and to the practice of all nations, but
even to the terms of the a& of truce fo lately concluded.
This pretence therefore for breaking the truee, {eizing the
eleGorate of Cologn, invading the Palatinate, befieging Phi-
lipfburg, and carrying unexpected and undeclared war into the
empire could not be fupported : nor is it poifible to read the
reafons publifhed by France at this time, and drawn from her
fears of the imperial power, without laughter, As little pre-
tence was there to complain, that the emperor refufed to con-
vert at once the truce into a definitive treaty ; fince if he had
done fo; he would have confirmed in a lump, and without
any difcuffion, all the arbitrary decrees of thofe chambers, or
courts, that France had ereéed to cover her ufurpation ; and
would have given up almoft a fixth part of the provinces of
the empire, that France one way or other had pofiefled her-
flIf of. The pretenfions of the duchefs of OrLEaNs on the
fucceflion of her father, and her brother, which were difputed
by the then ele&or Palatine, and were to be determined by

the laws and cuftoms of the empire, afforded as little pretence
for
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for beginning this war, as any of the former allegations, The
exclufion of the cardinal of FursTexeire, who had been
elected to the archbifhopric of Cologn, was capable of being
agoravated : but even in this cafe his moft chriftian majefty op-
pofed his judgment and his authority againft the judgment and
authority of that holy father, whofe eldeft fon he was proud
to be called. In fhort, the true reafon why Lewis the four-
teenth began that cruel war with the empire, two years after
he had concluded a ceffation of hoftilities for twenty, was this:
he refolved to keep what he had got ; and therefore he refolv-
ed to encourage the Turks to continue the war., He did this
effectually, by invading Germany at the very inftant when the
Sultan was fuing for peace. Notwithftanding this, the Turks
were in treaty again the following year: and good policy thould
have obliged the emperor, fince he could not hope to carry
on this war and that againft France, at the fame time, with
vigor and effect, to conclude a peace with the leaft dangerous
enemy of the two. The decifion of his difputes with France
could not be deferred, his defigns againft the Hungarians
were in part accomplifhed, for his fon was declared king, and
the fettlement of that crown in his family was made ; and the
reft of thefe, aswell as thofe that he formed againft the Turks,
might be deferred.  But the councils of Vienna judged dif-
ferently, and infifted even at this critical moment on the moft
exorbitant terms ; on fome of fuch a nature, that thé Turks
fhewed more humanity and a better fenfe of religion in re-
fufing, than they in afking them. Thus the war went on
in Hungary, and proved a conftant diverfion in favor of
France, during the whole courfe of that which Lrwis the
fourtcenth began at this time; for the treaty of Carlowitz
was pofterior to that of Ryfwic. The empire, Spain, Eng-
land, and Holland engaged in the war with France: and on
them the emperor left the burden of it, In the fhort Wwar of

one
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one thoufand fix hundred and f{ixty feven, he was not: fo much
as a party, and inftead of aflifting the king of Seary, which,
it muft be owned, he was in no good condition of doing, he
bargained for dividing that prince’s fucceflion, as I have ob-
{erved above. In the war of one thoufand fix hundred and
feventy two he made fome feeble efforts. In this of one thou-
fand fix hundred and eighty eight he did ftill lefs : and in the
war which broke out at the beginning of the prefent century
he did nothing, at leaft after the firlt campaign in Italy, and
after the engagements that England and Holland took by the
grand alliance. 1In a word, from the time that an oppofition
to France became a common caufe in Europe, the houfe of
Auftria has been a clog upon it in many inftances, and of
confiderable afliftance to it in none. The acceffion of Eng-
land to this caufe, which was brought about by the revolu-
tion of one thoufand fix hundred and cighty eight, might
have made amends, and more than amends, one would
think, for this defe&, and have thrown {uperiority of power
and of fuccefs on the fide of the confederates, with whom
fhe took part againft France. This, I fay, might be imagin-
ed, without over-rating the power of England, or underva-
luing that of France ; and it was imagined at that time. How
it proved otherwile in the event ; how France came triumph-
ant out of the war that ended by the treaty of Ryfwic, and
tho fhe gave up a great deal, yet preferved the greateft and
the beft part of her conquefls and acquifitions made fince the
treaties of Weftphalia, and the Pyrences; how fhe acquired,
by the gift of Spain, that whole monarchy for one of her
princes, tho fhe had no reafon to expe@ the leaft part of it
without a war at one time, nor the great lot of it even by a
war at any time ; in fhort, how fhe wound up advantage-
oufly the ambitious {yftem fhe had been fifty years in weav-
ing ; how fhe concluded a war, in which fhe was defeated om

EVEry
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every fide, and wholly exhaufted, with little dimiaution of
the provinces and barriers acquired to France, and with the
quiet poffeflion of Spain and the Indies to a prince of the
houfe of Bourbon: all this, my lord, will be the fubje@ of
your refearches, when you come down to the latter part of

the laft period of modern hiftory.

LETTER
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