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TOATHE

London Journal* of Saturday, December 21,
1728.

I pretend to no acquaintance with them, and I defire
none. Far be it from me therefore to affign to any
one of the fraternity his particular lucubration. I do not pre-
fume to fay, for inftance, that fuch a piece was writ by Bew,
or fuch a one by Ropin; butIcan plainly diftinguifh, in their
roducions, a difference of ftyle and charader. In fome, I
feel myfelf lulled by a regular, mild, and frequently languid
harangue ; fuch as often defcends upon us from the pulpit. In
others, I obferve a crude, incoherent, rough, inaccurate, but
{fometimes {prightly declamation ; well enough fitted for popu-
lar affemblics, where the majority is already convinced.

rI"\ HE family of thePupLicoLAE are furely very numerous.

The Pusricora of the feventh of Decemberquite jaded me.
I handled the numbfith dll1 fancied a torpor feized my imagi-
nation ; and perhaps you may think, that I am hardly yet re-
covered from the confequences of that accident. However, I
(hall venture to play a little with the Pusticora of this day ;

* This paper was fuppofed to be then under the direétion of BENJAMIN Tord
bithop of ****%,
for
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for I think I can go through an anfwer to his paper. He re-
turns the ball at leaft, and keeps up the game.

Berore I come to this, give me leave to premile a word or
two more.

As different as the Pusricor g are in other things, in one they
are all alike. They are feurrilous and impatient. They call
names, and grow angry at a fneer  Ravrercu laid down his
pen, rather than continue fuch a bear-garden coateft. I took
it up and anfwered them for once in their own ftyle; but they
muft not expe& fo much complaifance from me any more, The
matters we enter upon are ferious, and by me they fhall be

treated fcrfouﬂy and cn]mly. I fhall confider the dignity of

the caufe I plead for; the caufe of truth ; the caufe of my
country ; and I fhall look down with contempt on the invec-
tives and menaces, which they may throw out ; and by which
they will fuit their ftyle with great propriety to their fubject,
-—-But let us come to the point.

Tue Pusricova of this day fets out with ftating, in an half
light, a queftion which hath been much debated in the world.
No man that I know of, no reafonable man I am fure, did
ever find fault that we avoided war.  Qur national circum-
ftances are fo well known, they are fo feverely felt, that mini-
fters who maintained peace, and procured to their coun ry the
bleflings of peace, - quiet, improvement of trade, diminution
of taxes, decreafe of debts, would be almoft the obje&s of
public adoration.  But the cxception taken to our condud
hath been this ; that we proveked a war firlt, and fhewed 2
fear of it afterwards. People recal the paflages of three years
paft.  They with we had practifed greater caution at that time ;
but then the fame people very confiftently wifh that we had

2 ex-
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exerted greater vigor fince. - If the honor and intercft of his
late majefty, and of the Britifh nation, fay they, were fo fe-
verely wounded by the public or private treaties of Vienna, that
¢ was fit to keep no longer any meafurcs, even fuch as have
been thought of decency, with the emperor and the king of
Spain; why this fear of difobliging them ? Why this long
forbearance under all the infults offered to us by the Spaniards?
If we were in a condition, by our own ftrength, and by our
alliance with France, to enter with a profpect of {fuccefs into
an immediate war ; why again have we chofen to defer it,
under fo many provocations to begin it? Why have we endur-
ed fome of the worft confequences of a war, without taking
thofe advantages which ading offenfively would undeniably
have procured to us? But if all this was quite otherwife, con-
tinue the fame political reafoners ; if the honor and intereft
of his late majefty, and of the Britith nation, were not fo fe-
verely wounded ; if we were neither, by our own ftrength, nor
by the alliance of France, in a condition to rifque a war; nay
more, if things were fo unfortunately jumbled, that perhaps
« this war would have been more to our own detriment than to
« that of our enemies,” as the PusLicoLas have more than once
infinuated in their papers, what could we mean three years ago,
when matters were carried to greater and harfher extremities
than it is poflible to find any example of among civilized na-
tions, fince the quarrels of CHARLES the fifth, and Francrs the
frt? If our * principal ally would have been dangerous to
« our interefls in the operations of a war, and is indifferent to
«¢ theminthe negotiations of peace,” for thishath been infinuated
too from the fame quarter, what a treaty was that which pro-
cured us thisally? What affurances were thofe which made us
depend upon him ?  The difficulty of thefe dilemmas cannot,
I think, be folved ; and thofe who attempt it deceive themfelves,

whilft they mean to deccive the people.
Bur
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Bur we are told that we went into a war, as far as the
reafon of things would give us leave. It feems then that the
reafon of things would neither give us leave to prote& our
trade, nor to make reprizals, when our merchants were plun-
dered. If thefe words are to pafs for any thing more than
empty found, it will follow either that PusLicora is capable
of affirming the groffeft untruth in a paper, addrefled to the
people of England; or that our fituation is worfe than the leaft
languine of our friends ever thought it, or the moft malicious
of our enemies ever reprefented it. Very bad indeed muft it
be, if the reafon of things obliged us to bear from the Spa-
niards, at this low ebb of their maritime power, what would
not have been borne when their proud armada covered the
feas ; what would hardly have been borne, even:‘in the reign
of king Jaumes the firft,

Bur, Gop be praifed ! this is not our cafe; and therefore
PusricoLa muft be content to lie under the imputation which
he hath drawn on himfelf by the boldnefs of his affertions.

He is frequently guilty of this fault ; and the words which
immediately follow thofe I have quoted, afford a ftrong in-
ftance of it. « We did not, fays he, take the galleons and
“bring them home; but we blocked them up ; which as
¢ completely anfwered the true end and defign of fending
¢ that fleet, as the acual taking of them. The defign was
““to keep the money out of their hands (the Spaniards) and fo
« difable them to carry on the projeét of the treaty of Vienna.”

‘ery well his matter is | ht t thort iffi Th
Very well.  This matter is orought to a thort iflue, e
blockade of the galleons is over. Our fleet is come back
from the WeRt-Indies. The galleons are either come or coming.
The Spaniards therefore are, according to Pusricona, no
longer difabled from carrying on the proje@ of the Vienna

treaty,
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treaty. I ask then, have they abandoned, have they renounc-
ed thefe projects? If our fleet blocked up the gallcons till
this was done, he is in the right. This anf{wered the defign
of {ending it. If they fhould, after this, break their faith,
and renounce the moft facred obligations, none but they are
to be complained of.

Pusricora would have us believe, indeed, that they have
renounced thefe Proje&s; that they have granted us the main
things in difpute ; and that the congrefs is only to fettle other
affairs of lefs importance. But this I deny ; and he fhall be
obliged to confefs either that he advances, here again, a bold
untruth ; or that he reckons our keeping Gibraltar not amongft
the main things in difpute, but amongft thofe of lefs import-
ance. Let him fhew me, if he can, in the preliminarics, a
particular and exprefs confirmation of our right to this place,
made by the Spaniards. I will undertake to fhew him the .
general words, by which the Spaniards will pretend in the
congrefs, as it is notorious they do every where and on all oc-
cafions, that they have ftill a right to demand the reftitution of
Gibraltar, and that this right is to be difcuflfed in the congrefs.

I kxow it hath been faid more than once, in a very public
place, and in a very folemn manner, that Gibraltar thould not
be even mentioned at the congrefs; but it would be imperti-
nent to lay any ftrefs on the affurances of a perfon, who hath -
prefumed to give fo many groundlefs ones already ; and who
cither hath been bantered moft egregioufly himfelf, or hath
made no fcruple of bantering his country.

Here then is one main point of our interefts, to mention
no more, ftill unfettled; not becaufe the Spaniards have flown
off from any agreement they had come to with us about it;

Yor. “I. Cc but
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but becaufe it was never fettled ; and yet the galleons are left
at liberty to come home,

Ir afierting our right to Gibraltar, and fome other things,
which were founded {o high by an acquaintance of yours, Mr,
PusLicora (theauthor of the Enquiry) had no thare in the ends
which were propofed by fending our fleet to the Weft-Indies,
fuch ftrange incomprehenfible ends may, for aught I know,
have becn completely anfwered: but if thefe points, fo effen-
tial to Great Britain, were any of the main things in difpute ;
if they were any of the ends propofed by what is called di-
ftrefling the Spaniards ; then is it falle to affert that thefe ends
have been completely anfwered.

Wien we confider what numbers of able and ufeful fub-
jects his majefty hath loft in the expedition to the Weft-Indies ;
and that we are, at leaft, as far off from a fettlement of in-
terefts with Spain now, as we were before that expedition was
undertaken, it is impoffible not to feel great and unaffected
concern.

Ir it be asked, what was to be done ? I fhall anfiver that,
perhaps, it little becomes a private man to determine fuch great
queftions; but I will proceed to fhew that all which PusLi-
coLa advances againit taking the galleons, is trifling.

First then, if blocking up the galleons in the Spanifh ports
was of {uch confequence, taking them would have been a more
effeGual meafure to all the fame purpofcs.

SeconpLry, if we had taken them, as it is certain that M.
Hosier could have done with eafe, and with all their treafure
on board, immediately on his firft arrival, we fhould have had

a chance




THE LONDON JOURNAL. 195

o chance the more for taking the flota too, which ftole away
to Burope, whilft our fquadron lay rotting before Porto-Bello.

TarrpLy, if we had taken this treafure, we fhould hawe
$1ad in our hands a fufficient fecurity for indemnifying our
merchants, who have been the only fufferers, by the depre-
dations of the Spaniards, whil® the French and Dutch have
failed fecurely ; and to one body of whom, I mean the South-
Sea company, the king of Spain owes, for former feizures un-
juftly made, as much perhaps as his proportion in the treafure
of the galleons amounts to.

FourTHLY, to have taken the galleons would not have been
liable to the fame inconveniencies, as we have feverely felt by
purfuing another meafure. The expedition would have been
{oon over. The expence of lives and treafure would have been
infinitely lefs. It would have coft litdle or nothing to have
kept the Spaniards out of their money by a feizure, as long as
the true reafon of things fhould have required it ; whereas it
hath coft us more than all that money 1s worth, to keep them
out of it by a blockade only for a time ; and for a time, which
hath not been fufficient to fecure us againft their defigns, or to -
make them lay afide their pretenfions. ¢ But if we had taken
% them, fays PusLicor.s, we {hould have taken the money of
¢ other people, as well as of the Spaniards We fhould have
“ been pyrates.” Let us fee how this hangs together. If we
had reftored immediately to the proprietors their refpective
fhares, as he fuppofes we muft have done, the brand of py-
racy would not have ftuck upon us. But fuppofe we had
thought fit not to reftore their {hares to the Spaniards, till our
differences with the court of Madrid had been fettled ; thould
we have been pyrates in that cafe ? He will be laughed at who

affirms it. 'Would the king of Spain’s {hare in this treafure
Lz have
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have been no lofs to him ? would he not have miffed the ex.
travagant indulto, which he is now going to reccive on thig
immenfe treafure ? Should we have been pyrates for punifhing,
in this manner, a prince, who actually befieged one of our
fortreffes, who actually detained the thips and feized the eftates
of our merchants, and whofe fubjects every day killed, robbed
and plundered the fubjeds of Great Britain?

Bur I goa ftep farther; for if we flop with PusLicora, it
will be always fhort of the mark, and we fhall never exhauft
the fubje@, as I defire to do, becaufe I defire to find the truth,
and to be fure that I find it. What hath been faid hitherto,
hath been faid on the fuppofition of a feizure only; and Thope
the {cruples of Pusricora’s timorous confcience are appeafed.
I hope he hath found out, by this time, that fuch a feizure
might have been carried on without pyracy. But fuppofe it
had been a capture, not a feizure; fuch a capture as can never
be made but in time of open war; fuch a capture as intitles
the captors, by our laws, to the whole profit of the prize. Why
then we had commenced a war againft Spain by this action,
as Spain had done long before againft us by a thoufand hofti-
lities. ~Why then vice-admiral Hosier, and the officers and
feamen of his fquadron, had been in the fame cafe as Sig
Cuarves WacEr, and the officers and feamen of his fqua-
dron were in the laft war; and I do not remember that thele
gallant men were ever profecuted as pyrates at home ; or re-
puted fuch abroad, or obliged to refund any part of the trea-
{ure they had taken.

Uron the whole matter, Pusricowna’s argument proves no-
thing in the prefent cafe; or it proves that even when we are
at war with Spain, we muft not prefume to attack thefe facred
galleons, Other nations are always interefted in them, as

well
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well as the Spaniards. It will therefore be always unlawful,
according to this excellent cafuift; to make prize of thems

and he is defied to diftinguifh himfelf out of this abfurdity.

Havine now gone through what Mr. Puenicora calls, I know
not why, the fubject in general, we will examine the fecond
part of his epiftle. I pafs over all the Billingfgate with which.
he ufhers in this part ;. tho I could make myfelf and you too
very merry, if I would apply his criticifms en what RavrgicH
fays, concerning one promife, to the interpsetation: which was.
given to another promife; by which we might have learned,
amongft many other curious diftin@ions, the difference be-
tween a direét promife and a promife minifterially worded :.
but I fhall leave him to his phrenzy, and. proceed foberly to
fhew you that he fays nothing, or that which. is worfe than
nothing, in every line of this performance ;. in which he {cems

to triumph with fuch vaft comp]accncy.

Tuz point he labors is to {hew that the promife made by
the lord StanuopE to reftore Gibraltar, which hath not been.
complied with, and the deftruction of the Spanifh fleet on the
coaft of  Sicily, threw the court of Madrid into the arms of
« the emperor, and were the true root and real caufe of all that
« thorough hatred and deep malice thewn in the treaty of
« Vienna;” and by conlequence that all our prefent difhicul-
ties with Spain proceed from hence; from caufes laid many
years ago, and when the prefent minifters were not.in power.
My bufinefs fhall not be to blame or to excufe any minifters 5.
but to make a true deduction of fadts, and to reafon clearly and
juftly upon them 5 and 1 chasitably hope, that I may bring
PusLicoLa to do fo in time; if for no other reafon, at leaft by
obliging him to take fhame to himfelf fo often: for tho I am.

not fo bloody-minded as PusLicoLs, who talks as if he had
heads
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heads in his power; yet I affure him, that I ‘will not Jet him
alone whilft, amongft other enormities, he makes it his bufi-

nefs to bury truth and common fenfe under fuch weekly heaps
of rubbifh,

I suace fhew immediately that, in whatever terms Or man-
ner we {uppofe lord Stanwuore to have made a promife of re-
ftoring Gibraltar to the Spaniards, it will be of no avail to
Pusricora’s purpofe.  But fince he hath told us what he hath
heard, and Raveicn hath told us what he hath heard, for nei-
ther of them can pretend to fpeak on their own knowledge
concerning this affair, I will likewife take leave to flate what T
have been informed of; upon better authority than what my ad-
verfary hath often writ upon in his affirmative ftyle.

I ave been informed then, that lord Stangors had been
induced, or feduced, call it which you pleafe, by the late re-
gent of France, to make an overture of this kind at the coygt
of Madrid. Lord StanHoOPE, fays our author, might think
that Gibraltarwas to be « honeftly given up for valuable confi-
derations.” He might fo; and he was o honeft a man, fo
fincere a lover of his country, that if he had thought in ano-
ther manner, no confideration of private intereft, no regard to
the fervice of a miniftry, could have prevailed on him ¢to make,
Jor even to entertain the motion.  But have a care of yous
infinuations, Mr. Pupricora; and learn to make them with
a litde more delicacy. The cafe i vaftly different now. The
fenfe of our auguft monarch is known, The fenfe of the whole
nation hath been loudly proclaimed ; and I believe 1o minifter,
how prefuming foever, will venture, at this time, to fay that
Gibraltar may be honorably or advantageoufly given up ; and
therefore novirtuous miniffer will think he can honeftly give it

up,
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ups of confpire in meafures which may create the appearance
of a neceflity fo to do.----But to retufn to my narration.

Ir fuch an overture was made by lord Stannore, it was
made to prevail on the court of Spain to defift from the enter-
prize they had then in hand; an enterprize, which we fhould
have been obliged to prevent, if the treaty of quadruple alli-
ance had never been made, by virtue of our guaranty to the
neutrality of Italy. That this overture was not received is
evident ; fince the Spaniards went on with their expedition,
which ended in the deftruéion of their fleet. Now call this.
an overture, as I do; or call it a promife, as PusLicoLa will
affe@ to do; it ‘was vacated to allintents and purpofes by the:
Spaniards, who refufed to comply with the condition on.
which it was and only could be grounded.

It hath been faid by fome, that this promife was renewed
afterwards, to pacify the Spaniards for the lofs of their fhips,,
and for their defeat in Sicily: but this deferves explanation ;
and will not ftand in the light which thofe who urge it de-

fire it thould.

It is, I believe, true, that the French, who firft induced us
to make this overture, would, on the pretences juft now men-
tioned, and on the pretence of the hopes which the regent had
continued to give the Spaniards, have obliged us to acknow-
ledge this vacated promile as a fubfifting obligation; but I have
been informed, that this was refufed flatly to the minifter fent
over hither upon that occafion, and to the regent himfelf by
our minifter abroad. The promifc then continued vacated 3, ,
and we were as much difentangled from. the fnares which our
good allies laid for us, as if no fuch promife or overture had
been ever made.

4 Buz
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Bur farther. If a promife of this kind had been made on
our part, even after the expedition to Sicily, which there is
no color to aflirm, yet that promife muft likewife have been
void, fince it was made {o, to all intents and purpofes, by the
king of Spain’s acceffion to the * quadruple alliance.

Tuar all pofleflions are mutually confirmed by that treaty,
except fuch as are {pecified in it, cannot be denied. The pof-
feffion of Gibraltar was therefore again confirmed to us by the
king of Spain, when he acceded to that treaty ; unlefs he can
thew that our pofleffion of it was excepted, or can produce
any prvate article or declaration, which made a_refervation
of his right to this place, notwithftanding the ceflion of it
made at Utrecht. But nothing of this can be fhewn ; and it
hath been faid, I believe truly, that a contrary declaration was
made folemnly and publicly by the Briti(h minifter in Holland,
at the very time when the acceflion was figned.

Tuus far then the way is clear before us, When we came
mediators to the congrefs of Cambray (for fuch we were at that
place, tho we have the misfortune to find ourfelves principally
and almoft folely concerned in the difputes to be fettled at
Soiflons) the king of Spain had no right, nor pretence of right
to demand of Great Britain the reftitution of Gibraltar. In-
deed, if he had then fuch a pretence; if a promife, on our
part, to reftore this place to him, which promife we refufed
1o execute, had then fubfifted, how could he have accepted
of our mediation?

Ay, but (fays this poor hunted author, who doubles and
thifts and works and tries, at any rate, to fave him{elf) lord

* Vide the treaty,
Stan-
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SranuorE, according to RALEIGH'S own confeflion, was firft
in this afair, and laid the foundation of this expeftation in
the Spaniards.-~-It is plain the Spaniards had fuch affurances.
It is allowed you, at leaft for argument fake, that lord STan-
1opE was firft in this affair. - The Spaniards. had fuch ‘affur-
ances. Make your moft of it., | Thele affurances were dif-
charged. Thefe promifes were releafed ; and whatever lord
Sransore can be fuppofed to have done or faid about Gibral-
tar, hath no more relation to the prefent difpute, than what
was done or faid about Gibraltar in the time of king Ro-
pricuk and. the count Jutian : {o that our author is building
up a right for the Spaniards upon foundations which were
demolithed as foon as laid. He is building up a right, or he
is building up nothing ; for to talk, as he does, of expedtati-
ons, in cafes of this nature, without eftablifhing  a right, real,
or plaufible, is too frivolous to deferve an anfwer.

Ler me illuftrate this by a familiar inftance; for things
cannot be made too plain to him. I will fuppofe him a
clergyman. I will fuppole that by merit, of fome kind or
other, he gets a promife of a bifhoprick. After this, he does
fomething inconfiftent with fuch a promotion. He forfeits all
title. He renounces all pretenfions to it. Shall his advocate
be admitted to infift that, notwithftanding all this, he expeits
to. be a bithop fill; and, inftead of grounding his expectations
on his right, ground his right on his expediations ! No cer-
tainly; fuch an advocate would be hified out of court, and
would deferve at leaft to have his gown pulled over his
ears.

Bur the Spaniards are not fo chimerical. They ground
their ‘expe&ations, and what they call their right, on a new
engagement taken by us, as they fay, fince all the tranfacts,

Vor. L Dd : ons,
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ons, mentioned above, were over; on a private article, in a
treaty made with them in 1721, ftipulating the contents of a
letter to be written by the late king; and on the letter, writ-
ten in purfuance of this article, the original of which they offer
to produce ; and which they pretend to be a pofitive engage-
ment to reftore Gibraltar to them

Wits what front now could Pusricora affirm, that what
RavrzicH fays about the letter is nothing to his purpofe ; unlefs
this myfterious letter had been wrote before this fame kind of
a verbal promife was made ?----If this myfterious or minifterial
letter had been writ before lord STanmorE’s promife was made,
it would have been nothing to Rareicu'’s purpofe ; becaufe
his purpofe was to fhew, that the demand which the Spaniards
now make of Gibraltar, cannot be made on any thing which
paffed in lord Smanmore’s time; but it was extremely to his
purpofe to fhew that this letter was writ after lord Stranmore’s
death. Had Pusricora taken upon him to ridicule the plaineft
and eafieft demonftration in Evcrip, he could not have ren-
dered himfelf more ridiculous than he does upon this occa-
fion,

I am at a lofs what words to ufe. I have debarred myfelf
from ufing hard ones; and none but the hardeft are equal to
what this writer deferves. Let him pals then. without any
animadverfion from me. Let the reader pronounce fentence
upon him,

To fum up the whole on this head. Pusricora was to
prove that my lord Stannors’s promife to reftore Gibraltar, is
one of the reafons of the prefent obitinacy of the Spaniards,
and by confequence of our prefent difficulties.  Now it is no-
torious that in fact the Spaniards ‘ground their demand on

lome-
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fomething which paffed whilft he was alive. . Pusicora fays,
it never appeared that the prefent miniltry came into fuch af-
{urances. If he means the affurances given by my {ord St aN-
wore, and long ago made null, he is moft certainly in the
right, for a very obvious reafon. But if he means the affur-
ances ftill infifted upon, 1 have nothing to fay but this. Thele
affutances, or what the Spaniards call by that name, were
given in the year of our Lord 1721,

Tug fecond reafon afligned, by this profound politician, for
the obftinacy of the Spaniards, is the refentment which hath
lain at their hearts, ever {ince we deftroyed their fleet. Here
are no proofs offered ; nor can there be any, which are dire ;
becaufe the affertion relates to what pafles, and hath pafied
thefe many years, in the hearts of the king, queen and mini-
fters of Spain. Itis a fad, which we are to take on the bare
word of this author, or to reject, I make no fcruple of re-
je&ting it, becaufe the probable reafons againft it {feem to me
of much greater weight than his fingle authority in any cale,
and efpecially in a cafe of this nature. The Spaniards were
certainly not very well plealed with us for deftroying their
flect. But doth it follow from hence, that the refentment
which they conceived upon this occafion, operates thus ftrong-
ly ftill 7 How often were the French beaten by us in the laft
war? Were not whole {quadrons of their fhips deftroyed ? How
many of their armics were defeated ? How many of their
towns were taken? Notwithftanding which, we fee with plea-
fure, the moft perfe¢t harmony, the moft intimate friendfhip,
fubf@t between their court and ours; even from the time,
when their difgraces were recent, and when their refentments
againft us muft have run the higheft, if it was true that re-
{fentment, and not the Ragione di Stato, as the Italians call
it, governed the conduct of princes, But the Spaniards are
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nore vindicative than the French. This may be fuid per=
haps by people, who are apt to fupport one affirmation by ano-
ther, and to call that proof.  But then how came it to pafs,.
that the Spaniards were fo foon reconciled to the French, and:
entered into fuch clofe alliances with them immediately after
the campaign of 15718 ? If the Britith arms beat the Spanifly
fieet, the French arms took the Spanith towns at the fime time.
The near relation, and the antient friendfhip between the two.
courts of France and Spain, it may be faid again, rendered
their reconciliation ealy. But this would be'to fuppofe what
Is quite contrary to the natural courle of human paflions.’
According to that, the court of Spain muft have been infinite~
ly more piqued again{t their own family,: for joining in oppo-
fition to them with the emperor, who had' been fo long their
common enemy, than againf¥ the court of Britain, who hadi
not the fame ties to them; and who adled for an. old’ally.
This 15 natural and probable. Nay, when we confider how
many marks of the utmoft refentment were' thewn: at that
time by the Spanith to the French court; how many intrigues
the former carried on to-fubvert the government, and’to raife
a rebellion in France; I think we may juftify aﬁirming that
this is true in fa&.  And yet how foon was all this forgot 4t
Madrid ? How'foon was the reunjon of the two courts brought
about in the clofeft manner; and cemented by marriages ?-

Tue king and queen of Spain might look on the pro=
ceedings of the French, in this affair, as a political quarrel,.
and a national wrong ; but they looked on' an affair, which
happened a few years: afterwards, as a perfonal injury and
affront. T mean the fending back the infanta in {5 abrupt,
{fo unprepared a manner, without any foftening,  and with
fo many aggravating circumftances,  Never refentment run
higher, nor was exprefled in terms of greater paflion, than

that
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that of the court of Madrid upon this occafion ; and yet one
or two facrifices, a little addrefs, and a little management pa-
cified all; united the two courts again; and reftored to the
French, in a fhort time, fuch an influence in Spain, that it is
matvellous we, who depend fo- much upon it, fhould not yet
have found the leaft effe& from it in our favor..

I wave dwelt on: thefe obfervations; in ordér to-{hew to-
what poor expedients thofe writers are reduced, who attribute-
the prefent: obftinacy of the Spaniards to the beating their
fleet above nine years ago. Surely it is ftrange that: the car-
dinal Dr Freury fhould have been able, infeven or’ eight-
months time, to re-eftablith a good correfpondence and friend--
fhip between the two courts of France and’ Spain, after fo’
gieat and fo fenfible an affront asPriLre and his queen thought’
was put upon-them by his predeceffor in the miniftry ; and
that our minifters fhould not be able; in the courfe of as'many
years, to atone for what their predecefiors did ;- nor to pacify
the refentment of the Spaniards, for their lofs of the fleet in an-
adion, which they might have avoided ; and which they ren--
dered; in fome fort; unavoidable to-us. It is- impoflible to-
believe, that fuch an incident {hould® produce thefe effeds;’
which feem to ftrengthen, rather than to grow weaker; the
farther they are removed from this fuppofed’ caufe of them.
There muft be fomething more recent than this anger, at a-
lofs long fince fuftained and repaired too, as I belicve: Per-
haps ‘we may begin:to make fome dilcovery of this kind, when
we examine the next article ; to which I'fhall proceed as foon
as I have made a few refle®tions more on this head, which
Pusticora moft prudently fuggefts to me, and which will be:
of wonderful fervice to his caufe.

s« Noru
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‘¢ Nor does the quadruple alliance” (fayshe; but he muft mean
the*king of Spain’s acceflion to this alliance) ¢ being after the
“ promife” (that is, lord STaNmOPE’s proniile or overture, con-
cerning Gibraltar) ¢ prove the Spaniards had given up their ex-
‘¢ pectations founded on that promife ; but only that they were
*“ not, at that time, in proper circumftances to infift upon it.” [
have thewn how filly it is to talk of cxpectations, without any
right to expect; and how the right of the Spaniards to Gi-
braltar; acquired by lord Stannorg’s promife, or overture, either
real or fuppofed, ‘was extinguithed before the year t721. But
I agree, that if they had then had even a rea] right, they muft
have fubmitted to give it up, as they did at that time, becaufe
of the circumftances into which they were fallen. Let me
atk Mr. PusLicora what reduced them to thefe circumftan-
ccs 7 He muft anfwer, it was beating their feet. They bad
been as obftinate before that time as jt is poflible for them to
be now. Arssront talked at leaft as high as the marquis
PE La Paz.  But they grew complying as foon as this hofti-
lity was committed. Might not the taking their galleons have
had the fame effec lately ? Would not our incomparable mi-
nilters, who run up and down the world negotiating and
making treaties, with fo much credit to themfelves, and fo
much honor and advantage to the nation, have done better
(I fpeak it with due fubmiflion to their approved wifdom) to
imitate than to blame the conduét of their predeceffors ? From
1721 to 1725, we heard of nothing but the happy and
flotithing ftate of our affairs. This muft have been owing,
according to Pupricora, to the circumftances the Spaniards
were in y and therefore this muft have been owing to the
defeat which they received in the Mediterranean, How came
we to hear from the very fame perfons, that all our difficulties
and the diftreffes we are in at prefent, ought to be dated be-
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fore the year 17217 Surely, to be ian a florithing ftate, a na-
tion mult be in a fecure ftate ; and how could that be true,
if, during the four years I have mentioned, a powerful neigh-
bour meditated revenge, and only waited an opportunity of
firiking home ¢ How could it be 'declared, even from the
throne, that * nothing more than the forms of a congrefs
were wanting to eftablith the public tranquility, if the grand:
quarrel between us and Spain did, in effect, {ubfift at that
time ?

Tuzse are people fo very regardlefs of truth, and fo very
indifferent to the thame of being convicted of falthood, that
they never confider, when they affirm 2 fac, any thing more
than the prefent expediency. Strange, almoft incredible in-
ftances of this might be quoted. I pafs them over in filence
for many reafons ; and, amongft others, for this reafon, that
{ome of them are too recent to be forgot. I ftick to the point
before me ; and fhall conclude it by obferving that when.
Pusricora afligns all the difficulties which we have labored
under fince the year 1525, to what paffed before the year
1721, heis confuted not only by the reafons I have urged,
which feem to me unanfwerable, but likewife by an autho-
tity which every man will allow to be decifive.

Tue next article to be confidered is this. RaLErex, who
was not fatisfied with PusLicora’s way of accounting for ous
prefent difficulties, and for the clofe alliance between the em-
peror and Spain, had afcribed both to our refufal of the fole
mediation at Cambsay. He is aecufed of malicioufly con-
cealing the truth, and of imputing that to ill management
extraordinary refinement and great tendernefs, which was the

* Vide the king's fpeech at the opening of the feffion, 1721,
' refult
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refult of true reafon. Now I think T -ean demonftrate that
PusLicoLa is ignorant of the truth ; or that he conceals it; Y
will nat fay corruptly, but unfairly,

Tuar-the treaty of Vienna was actually and in form figned,
before it could be fo much as known at Vienna that we had
refufed the fole mediation, I might grant in one fenfe, and
ifor the Hake of argument, tho I do not believe that the
fact is juft as he flates it; and yet I might fafely deny the fame
thing in the only fenfe ‘in which this fa& can be of the leaft
ufe to-eur author. I can grant that this treaty might be figned
inform at Vienna, before it could be known there, in form,
that we had refufed the fole mediation; before the couriers
from Cambray to London, from London to Paris, from Paris
to Madrid, from Madrid to Vienna could perform ‘their jour-
nies, and the feveral courts could hold their councils and make
their difpatches.  But the certain knowledge of our refufing
this mediation might very well arrive at Vienna before the
treaty ‘was figned ; nay, the treaty might be figned upon this
knowledge, by virtue of inftru@ions given - with this contin-
gency fpecified in them. T fay this might be the cafe; and
therefore to affirm this fa&, in the terms PusricoLa affirms it,
is nothing to the purpofe. What R arricy advanced may ftill
be true,

Tuat full powers were given by Spain to carry on the treaty
of Vienna four months before this offer of the mediation, is
moft certainly true: and therefore there is as much reafon to
be altonithed that carly meafures were not taken to prevent
it, as there is that other meafures than what we have feen
purfued, were not taken to prevent the effe@s of fuch a treaty.
Could it be an abfolute fecret to our minifters, who ought to
be well informed ; fince they have had fuch immenfe fums

for
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for fecret fervice, as were never heard of before their time,
that Spain was negotiating at Vienna, during thefe four
months? Could it be a fecret to them that, from the death of
the duke of OrLeans, and about a year, at leaft, before this
treaty was concluded, the Spanifh minifters were full of fears
and jealoufies about the completing the infanta’s marriage
with the king of France? If thefe things, which were not
quite unknown to moft private perfons, who obferved the
courfe of public events, and who fought information about
them, did not efcape the intelligence of our minifters, how
could a confideration of the circumftances, which the court
of Spain was in at that period, efcape their fagacity ?

From the time of the acceflion of the king of Spain to the
quadruple alliance, the whole management of the court of
Madrid had been left to the duke of OrrLEans and his cardi-
nal Du Bois ; and if we were drawn into the treaty made at
Madrid in 1721, by this prince and his minifter, as I verly
believe we were, it is ealy to fee who was thanked for this
by the Spaniards, and how watchful France hath conftantly
been to feize and improve every occafion of rendring our title
to Gibraltar difputable, and of wrefting this important place
out of our hands. We came then into the congrels of Cambray
joint mediators with the French, between the emperor and
the king of Spain, but not with equal advantage ; not with an
equal fhare in the confidence of one of the parties; and with
our {hare in the confidence of the other, perhaps, a little
diminifhed: for it is not unlikely that the private treaty, made
at Madrid with the king of Spain, whilft we were mediators
at Cambray between him and the emperor, might give um-
brage at leaft to the latter. I know not whether this ftep did
not even occafion fome complaint, tho not in form. perhaps,
from the imperial minifters. _ ‘
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I this flate of things, and in this difpofition of all parties,
what could it be imagined that the Spaniards {hould turp
themfelves to, on the forefight of a rupture of all Intimacy,
and even correfpondence with France? Could they refolve to
leave themftlves without any ally with fo many enemies, and

d

with their interefls {ill unadjufted ? Could they refolve to run

the rifque, in this condition, of falling ‘ back into a flate of
war, when they were about to purchafe peace at a price which
they thought fo dear? Could they refolve to abanden them-
felves intirely to Great Britain, who had hitherto fhewn fu
much partiality to the emperor, {till their enemy, and whofe
principal intercourfe with them had been managed hitherto by
France, to whom they expected {oon to become enemies ?
Certainly they cculd not refolve upon this, even as I have
ftated the cafe’; much lefs could they do fo, if they had fuch
an inveterate rancor at heart, as Pusricora reprefents. ' What
then could our minifters imagine the Spaniards {hould do upon
a forefight of the infanta’s being fent back, and by confe-
quence of breaking with France? I will venture to fay, for it
1s plain and evident, that if they thought any thing on this
affair, they muft think the very thing which the Spaniards
did. The Spaniards began to treat at Vienna, that hey might
prepare for the worft; and they delayed conc}uding their
treaty, till what they feared happened. Give me leave to
add, that it was ealy to fee that, whenever the minifters of
PrrLie and the Imperialifts fhould come to examine their
mafter’s intereft together, they would foon find thefe interefts
not {o hard to reconcile, nor their want of mediators fo great,
as they had imagined, whilft rivalfhip and pique kept them
at a diftance; and that there were men « t great weight in the
emperor’s court, whofe private intereft muft render them par-
ticularly zealous to promote this union. All this happcncd;
and it affords a pregnant inflance of what I faid above, that

reafon
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ceafon of fate will determine the condué of princes, not old
flale refentments.

Frowm what hath been thus ftated I defire to make fome
inferences, and to recommend them to PusLicora’s confide-
ration.

First then, Tt appears more ridiculous than ever to talk
of the promile of Gibraltar, and the lofs of their fleet as lying
at the hearts of the Spaniards, and breaking out upon this oc-
cafion. Neither muft it be faid abfolutely, that our refufing
the fole mediation at Cambray threw Spain into the arms of
the emperor. In what refpect this ftep might contribute to it
will be faid prefently. But the principal and determining
caufe of Spain’s uniting {o clofely with the emperor, was the
fending back the infanta.

Secoxpry, However fudden the immediate refolution for
the departure of this princefs from France might be ; yet this
defign had been long in agitation ; {o long, that the fufpicion
of it had been entertained by the Spaniards, and was even
publicly owned by their minifters very many months before
they fent their full powers for carrying on a treaty at Viep:u:

Tuirpry, There was furely, in the whole progrefs of ti
affair, notice enough to alarm any reafonable men, and tim¢
enough to prepare for the confequences of a breach between
France and Spain. During the life of the duke of OrLzans:
he had, and it could not well be otherwife; the chief creds
at Madrid. ~ But it was obvious enough that, by fending ba
the infanta, his fucceflor would furnith us with a fair op
portunity of attempting at lealt to get between France end
Spain; as France had ftood between Spain and us, and
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maintaining ourfelves in that poft. This indeed was an ob-
je&t of the utmoft importance, which deferved more than all
our negotiations have coft us, and w!}ich it is not impoffible
might have been accomplithed for lefs. Whenever it (hall ap-
pear that we took all the mieafures in our power, in a proper
manner and ata proper time, for this great end, infinite honor
will accrue to our minifters without difpute.

Fourtuiy, If we had been as much prepared as- one would
think we might in fo many months have been, we fhould have
had fome great advantages, which, if we were unprepared for
thefe events, and even {urprifed at them, it was impofiible
we fhould reap.

Tue fole mediation could not indeed have been fooner of-
fered than it was; becaufe it could not be offered till Spain
had broke with France, and then it was offered to us. Nay,
if it had been offered fooner, I agree that we could not have
accepted it fooner, for reafons of policy and even of decency.
But if we had been prepared for thefe events, we might have
ftruck a great ftroke, as the generality of the world thought,
and continue to think, by accepting the mediation in form,
as foon as it was offered. ~ In the cale fuppofed of preparatory
meafures taken by us, on a forefight of fuch a conjunéure, it
is probable that Spain would not have been extravagant enough
to precipitate {o bad a bargain as the made for herfelf in the
Vienna treaty.  Having no mediator nor even ally, fthe was
under a neceflity of granting almoft any terms to the emperor,
provided fhe fecured the main points which the had in view.
But, fure of our fupport, and fhe might have had affurances
{ufficient for her to depend upon, it is impoflible to think fhe
would have carried her conceflions farther than fhe needed to
have done. In this cafe none of thofe engagements, which
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were talked of, but which have never yet appeared fo injurious
to Britain, could have been taken; and we might have had
perhaps the fatisfaction of fecing the peace of Europe confum-
mated by the reconciliation of two princes, the adjuftment of
whofe interefts had been fo long our care, and whofe union
s, without doubt, in general, and unlefs fome particular cir-
cumftances of a very extraordinary nature hinder it, the com-
mon advantage of all thofe who defire to fee a baiance of
power preferved in the weftern world. But I go farther. 1
will fuppofe that we had not been able to foften Spain ; or that
we had not attempted it, which perhaps was the cafe; that
Spain looked on us with a jealous, and even a revengeful eye;
and in fhort that the mediation was offered to us, without any
defign that we thould concern ourfelves in it, and purely for
form fake; yet furely, even in this cafe, fome advantage might
have been taken by our immediate acceptance of it. Ourcon-~
du&, at leaft, would have been free from any objeétion, and
Spain and the emperor would have been left without any color
of excufe. Might not fuch a ftep have retarded the conclu-
fion of this famous treaty ? Might not time have been gained ;
and would not the leaft time, in this cafe, have been of the
greateft moment to us?

Frstury, When the mediation was offered us, we could not
know how foon the treaty would be figned. It cannot be pre-
tended that we did. Our refufal of it therefore muft have
been grounded purely on thefe two confiderations, fo often
urged in defence of this meafure, that the Spaniards were our
inveterate enemics, and that we were in alliance with the
French. What is meant by being in alliance with the French,
and making this a diftin¢tion between our relation to them and
our relation to the Spaniards, 1 am ata lofs to find. We were
furely in alliance with one nation, as well as the other, from
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the moment the  king of Spain acceded to the quadruple al.
liance, and the matters {1l unfettled at Cambray were f ly
relative to him and to the emperor.  If it be meant that we
thought the French our friends, and knew that the Spaniards
waited only for a pretended occafion to break out into enmity
with us, I think this reafon will prove the very contrary of
what it is advanced to prove.. Did we fufpeét that ﬁ}mctf':j::.g

contrary to our intereft, R-)mcthing dangerous to us, was work.
ing up in the negotiation of Vf@nm ;5 and did we for this very
reafon decline an opportunity of coming at fome knowledge
of what was in agitation there? did we, for this very reafon,
refufe the beft means we could have hoped for, of keeping our
antient friendthip with the imperial court, and of being in a
condition to check the court of Spain ? Such arguments as thefe
will not pafs; and whoever produces them hath too mean an
opimion of the reft of mankind, and too prefumptuous an
opinion of his own fuﬁciency. On the part of France, no
objection could have been made to usy if ‘we had accepted this
mediation: for either the points to be mediated upon were
pure trifles ; fuch as the titles, and other matters of as little
weight, referred to the congrefs of Cambray; in which cafe
our accepting the fole mediation muft have been quite indif-
ferent to the French: or thefe points were of moment to the
general intereft ; ‘and in this cafe, the French ought to have
defired that we. thould continue jn the mediation, for the fame
reafons: which. ought to have determined us to do fo.  If the
triendfhip and confidence between s and the French was not
{o dtrick as it hath been reprefented, they did not deferve the
compliment we made them. If this ﬁ'iendﬂlip and confidence
were {o {tri&;. they might and they would have trufted us
with: pleafure:.  Every, one-knows how concerned and alarmed
the French were at the refentment which the

Si:-:‘._i:'l
fhewed on this oceafion; /I heie ficlk eare was to try all pofiible
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means of pacifying him. If we could have been one of thefe
means, their obligations to, and their confidence in us muft
have increafed. - We might have treated for them, when they
could not treat for themfelves. Inftead of this, by dint of
management, we {o difpofed affairs, that the French in a (hort
¢ime treated for us with the emperor and the king of Spain,
with whom we could not treat for ourfelves.

Tue laft inference I fhall make, from all that hath been
faid, is this. ~ As fending back the infanta was the certain
and immediate caufe of throwing Spain into’‘the arms of the
emperor ; fo our refufal of the fole mediation may juitly be
deemed an acceffory caufe of it.  This refufal might give oc-
cafion to carry the engagements of thefe two princes farther
than it was for our intereft that they {hould go. = At leaft, our
acceptance of it was the fole, probable meafure, in that in-
flant, of preventing fuch engagements ; for this union of the
emperor and the king of Spain is not, in itfelf, fo terrible.
Spain might be as well, nay better for us and for all Europe,
in the arms of the emperor than of France; and if this union
is become formidable to us, we may thank for it our own ma-
nagement, through a long feries of bufinef, and through di-
vers revolutions of affairs ; our too much negleé of Spain; our
too much dependence on France; our being, upon all occa~
fions, indefatigably bufy about the intereflts of other people,
and leaving to other people the condudt of our own ; of which
furely a more ftrange example cannot be imagined than that
which is before our eyes. We would not attempt, may we
would not confent to be mediators, when we ftocd in' that
chara@er, and could fland in no other, notwithftanding alk
the reafons for it in that nice conjunéure. Such was our de-
licacy. But we have admitted and (may be I be allowed to
fay {o?) we have courted France to ack as mediator, where {he
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is a party ; for France is a party to the treaty of Hanover;
and the treaty of Hanover, with the treaty of Vienna, give
occafion jointly to the congrefs of Soiflons, and all the prefent
negotiations.

Tuar France is a party in our quarrel, we have been often
told ; and that fhe would a& as fuch, we have been often af
fured. She was to make befieging Gibraltar a Cafus Faederis,
She was to march an army into Roufillon. What was fhe not
to do?—-But we have feen her a& hitherto no part but that of
a mediator; a common friend ;3 but unconcerned in the
quarrel.  No good effe hath yet appeared, even from her
offices as mediator, If, by thefe offices, the hath kept us from
acting for ourfelves, and made us prefer a precarious depen-
dence to a vigorous war, Iam fure the cffect of her adting in
this character hath been a bad one for Britain.

NorHIiNG can be more plain than that chain of caufes and
effects, which hath draged us into our prefent difficulties ; and
as thefe difficulties increafed, the obftinacy of Spain muft of
courfe increafe likewife. If that court had never thought of
getting Gibraltar out of our hands, the ftate we brought our-
lelves into was fufficient to {uggeft the defign to them, When
once Spain had purchafed the emperor’s alliance, (I may ufe
this expreflion, the treaty of Vienna will juftify it) the might
flatter herfelf that he would adhere to her, even in unreafon~
able expectations, fince he had no more to expeét from us,
and had {o much to receive from her. As foon as we had
fagely declined having to do with her, or for her; unlefs in
concert with France, with whom fhe would have no-
thing to do at that time, France cmployed all poffible means
to be reconciled to her. Intrigues of every fort; ecclefiaftical
and {ecular, were fet on foot. They fucceeded ; and Spain
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faww (e had nothing to apprehend.  What the had to hope, I
determyine not, from this party to the Hanover treaty. The
other princes and ftates, who acceded to this treaty, acceded
in fuch a manner, as it is ealy to prove, if Pusricora fhould
think fit to deny it, that we could have little to hope and
Spain litile to apprehend from their engagements, in her dif-
putes with us about our immediate interefts.

Avt other powers {oftened towards each other by degrees;
and by degrees we got deeper into the quarrel. Spain, from
having no ally, came to have many; fome more, fome lefs to
be depended on; none to be feared. From having a multi-
tude of difputes, fhe came to have none, except with us. We,
on the other hand, from having none of our interefts in dif-
pute, are come to {ce hardly any othersin controverfy. From
feeling ourfelves backed by foveral allies, we are come, at leaft
in the points of dire& relation to us, to have in effe no ally
but one; and with that one we own that we are diffatisfied 3
nay we own that we are afraid of him. The writer, Iam anfwer-
ing, infinuates both; nay, he does it almoft in exprefs words.
He complains of the indifference of France in fupport of our
interefts ; and of the danger of engaging in a war, in con-
cert with France. Who would have thought it, Mr. D’AN-
vers ? Here is the London Journal contradicting the Enquiry ;
and I am able to point out to you many grofs inftances of his
doing the fame thing. Here is PusricoLa accounting for our
prefent difficulties, now they are come upon us, by the very
arguments which were urged againft the Hanover treaty, and
which proved that the natural confequence of that treaty
was juft what the event hath fhewn it to be. Thofe who
wrote againft the Enquiry foretold what would happen. Pu-
pricora juftifies the miniftry, by complaining that it hath
happened !

Vor. I. F f . Twie
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I wiL mention but one inftance more of this kind; and
that fhall be with relation to the Oftend company. ¢ The grand
““ quarrel, fays PusricoLa, was between us and Spain. The
¢ Oftend trade, about which fuch a noife hath been made, was
“ more the concern of our neighbors, both by treaty and in-
¢ tereft, than our own.”-—Now I will leave the world to decide
by whom all this noife about the Oftend trade hath been made,
Did' not you, Mr. D’Anvers, and fevera] other writers,
maintain that this company was of but little concern to us, in
oppofition to the whole party on the contrary fide, who took
all poflible pains, both within doors and without, to prove
that the Oftend trade was a point of the utmoft concern to
Britain, and even equal to Gibraltar itfelf ? Nay, the author of
the Enquiry, who hath now the mortification to fee himfelf
given up, in every material article, by both parties; even by
thofe who fet him to work, goes fo far, p. 5. of that
memotable performance, as to affert that Gibraltar would be
of no importance to us, if the Oftend company fhould be fuf-
fered to fubfift ; and having labored that point, with all his
ftrength; for no lefs than twenty pages together, concludes it
thus: “ That not onlyour own Eaft and Weft India trade, and
¢ that of the Dutch, will be ruined by the Oftend company,
¢ which will be the immediate effe& of it, or rather 1s fo al-
“ready in fome degree, but alfo that the contagion will {pread
““ to many other branches of the Britith and Dutch trade ;

“and convey along with it the riches, the ftrength and the
¢ naval power to the fame Spanith Netherlands,

“ Bur were it {o that Holland alone would be the fufferer
“ by the Offend trade, which is far from bc:ing the cafe, yet
¢ the ruin of Holland muft carry along with it, in the end,
¢ the ruin of Britain,”

SucH
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Sucu abfurdities as thefe would provoke merriment ina cafe
of lefs confequence ; but they provoke indignation in a cafe
where the honor and intereft of our king and country are fo
deeply concerned.

InTo this ftate were our foreign affairs brought, when his
prefent majefty came to the crown. 1 mention this the rather,
becaufe they, who now think it for their ntereft to date the
rife of all this mifchief fo much backwarder than it can con-
fiftently with truth be dated, may poflibly find it for their in-
tereft hereafter, if new and almoft unavoidable difficulties
thould come upon us, in confequence of what they have done
in a former reign, to date the rife of them as much too for-
ward. Let it then be remembered that all which hath hap-
pened in this reign, 's no more than a prolongation of the
fame fcene. The great fcenes of the world are not to be fhift-
ed at our pleafure. They muft be continued fometimes, when
we are convinced the moft that they are weakly framed. Cp-
portunities muft be waited for, and we truft they will happea.
We are fure they will be improved by the capacity, the vigor,
the experience and valor of our auguft monarch. A {eafon-
able and powerful effort hath often broke through the moft com-~
phicated evils. A word hath often effected what the moft te-
dious negotiations, {uch as we have been accuftomed to, could
never have brought about.

I save now done with Mr. Pusricora for this time ; and
I hope for good and all. 1f my letter is grown into a_greater

length than I defigned, this hath been owing principally to an

earnefl defire of fetting thefe matters (fo often and fo grofly
mifreprefented) in a ‘;l.'f’: and clear light. I have advanced no
fa@s but fuch as are of public notoriety, fuch as I know to
be true, and fuch as 1cov rily belicve to be fo, upen fuch

1
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grounds as reafonable men have always thought fufficient to
conttitute, in cafes of this nature, the higheft probability. I haye
endeavored to pufh no confequence, ner to ftrain any argu-
ment farther than I judged it would evidently bear; for what-
ever PupLicor a may think, which concerns me little, I affure
you, Mr. D'Anvsrs, that I would not haye given myfelf this
trouble, fmall as it is, of anfwering him for any other reafon
but this ; that, in order to get well out of our prefent diffi-
culties and dangers, it is neceflary to know truly how we came
into them ; and that he therefore, who contributes to difpel from
before the eyes of mankind thofe mifts of error which are fo
induftrioufly raifed at this time, does fome fervice to his king
and his country.

Iam, Sir, &c.

JOHN TROT.

AN
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