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OCCASIONAL WRITER.

NUMBER L

Inferibed to the Person, to whom alone it can belong,

Moft Noble S1r,

into the world to diftinguifh myfelf as a writer; in which,

I fairly confefs, I had not only the view of raifing my re-
putation, but that of eftablithing my fortune. A profped,
which feemed very reafonable in a time of general peace and
univerfal affluence ; in an age fo particularly polite, that it is
even the fafhion to appear knowing in all the elegant arts and
{ciences; and that to whatever branch of them a genius fhall
think fit to turn himfelf, he is fure it will be to one that is in
vogue.

I am one, whofe ambition it hath been, ever fince I came

Tur firft effays of my pen made a oood deal of noife in
the world : they filled foreign journals, and were tranflated
into feveral languages. The Sorbonne, and both our mother
Univerfitics, returned me thanks for having reconciled feveral

S 2 difputes,
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difputes, and folved feveral difficulties in chronology and hi-
ftory, which had perplexed the learned world, from the impar-
tial Evserrus, down to the circumftantial Pripsaux my phi-
lofophical Poems were received - with the greateft applaufe ;
and it is well known, that if the gay part of the world read
my Anti-LucreTius for amufement, the graveft divines have
not difdained to borrow arguments from it in their difputes:
with the materialifts,

ANmMATED by fuch fuccefs, in one part of my aim, I pro-
ceeded with indefatigable labor, till continual difappeintments,.
in the other, rendered me at length more-indifferent. to that
imaginary good, applaufe, and lefs patient of that real evil,.
want. 1 began then to compare my condition with that of
feveral great authors both antient and' moderny and finding
upon the comparifon that they had not been better treated
than myfelf, 1 was {oon led by my refle@ions to. difcover the
true reafon of our ill fortune in the world; I was foon con-
vinced that they and I had been on a wrong purfuit;. that
minifters of ftate pay no refped to the brighteft talents, when
they are mifapplyed, and efteem all' talents to be fo, which
are not wholly employed about the prefent time, and princi~
pally dedicated to the fervice of their adminiftration; neither:
can I fay this proceeding is unjuft, how much foever I fuffer

l‘.-",' it,

F we write for pofterity, we muft' not complain that the
care of rewarding our merit is left to pofterity ; and if we
negle& to ferve the ftate; thofe, who are appointed to pre-
fide over it, bréak no rule of equity. when they negle& us.
SeeNcer has been amply recompenced by pofterity for his Fairy
Queen; but the wife treafurer Burreiga declined the pay-
ment of an hundred pounds, which Queen ErLizaBETH Or-

dered
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dered:him, and left this-admirable poet to ftarve. Had SreNcER
applyed himfelf to more: ferious: ftudies, had he excelled in
phyfics,. in mectaphyfics, or even-in the firft philofophy, or in
theology, inftead of excelling in wit and poetry, the “amabiles
infaniae” oft Horace, his ufage would have been the fame no
doubt. Even the greateft productions of thefe ftudies are but
trifles in- the account of a confummate ftate{man, and may
properly enough be diftinguifhed from' the others-in- bis fenfe,
by the title of infaniae feveriores.”

Ovuxr Englifh minifters,. to their honor be it {poken, have at’
all times proceeded upon this admirable principle; the moft
excellent fermons, the mioft elaborate treatifes, have not been
fufficient to procure the advancement' of fome divines, whilft
a forry pamphlet or a fpiritual libel has raifed others to the high-
eft dignities of the church. As it has fared with mere divinity,
fo has it-fared with' mere eloguence: asone never caufed the
divine, {o the other never caufed the lawyerto be diftinguifhed.
But we knew that if either of them be employed in a court-
caufe, he never fails of making his fortunc. The fame: faté
has attended writers of another kind ; the celebrated Tatlers;
and Sped&ators,- had no reward except from bookfellers and
fame:: But when thofe authors made the difcovery 1 have
made; and applyed their talents better, in writing the Englifh-
man and the Freeholder, onc was foon created a knight, -and
the other became fecretary of ftate. In {hort, without- enu-
merating any more inftances, 1 may c nfidently affirm; that
+his has been the cafe from the days of BurLeiGH to this:time;
how much fooner it began to be {o, I hope, fir; you will not
give me the leifure to enquire.

From the moment I refolved to become a ftate-writer, ¥
mentally devoted myfelf to your fervice : and I do it now 1n
this
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this public and moft folemn manner. Employ me, fir, as you
pleafe 5 I abandon myfelf intircly to you; my pen is at your
difpofition, and my confcience in your keeping. Like a law-
yer, I .am ready to fupport the caufe, in which, give me leave
to fuppole that, I fhall be foon retained, with ardor ; and, if
occafion he, with fubtilty and acrimony. Like a Swifs, I will
behave myfelf with equal boldnefs and fidelity; my pen is my
fortune, and I think it as honorable to offer it, as offer my
fword, without enquiring in a general battle, or in private fkir-
mithes, at what relation or friend I firike, [ cancel at once
all former obligations and friendthip, and will mioft implicitly
follow your inftru&ions in panegyric on yourfelf and friends,
in fatyr on your adverfaries, in writing for or againft any {ub-
je&; nay, in writing for or againft the fame {ubje&, juft as
your intereft, or even your paflions, may render it expedient.

I am not ignorant that when Carneanes offered to argue
for virwe, and then againft it, Caro propofed to drive that
great philofopher and orator out of Rome. But Carto was a
man of narrow principles and of too confined an underftand-
ing. He confidered virtue abftractedly, without any regard to
time, to place, and to that vaft variety of -conjun&ures,
which happens in the courfe of human afhiirs, In common
life, morality is no doubt neceflary, and therefore Legiflators
have been careful to enforce the practice of it; but whenever
morality clafhes with the intereft of the ftate, it muft be, and
it always has been, laid afide. Thefe ate my opinions ; and it
is a great comfort to my confcience to find them confirmed b
the practice of fome reverend perfons, whofe examples ought
to be of greater weight with me, than that of a wretched pa-
gan. I fhall therefore fhew my {elf neither fqueamifh nor
whimfical in purfuing the enterprize to which T offer my fer-
vices, but fhall remain firmly perfuaded, that all the moral

vices,
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vices, I may be occafionally guilty of in fo good a courle,
will be exalted into political virtues.

Arrer this plain and honeft account, which I have given of
myfelf, it may be allowed me to fay, that you cannot find a
perfon better qualifyed for your fervice, or more worthy to be
lifted, among thofe who draw their pens in your caufe, and of
whom T am willing to hope that you have a greater and an abler
body in referve, than you have hitherto judged proper to bring
into the field. :

Ir is evident, that a minifter, in every citcumflance of life;,
flands in as much need of us public writers as we of him. In
his profperity he can no more fubfift without daily praife, than
we without daily bread, and the farther he extends his views the:
more neceffary are we to his fupport. Let him fpeak as con-
temptuoudly of us as he pleafes, for that is frequently the
manner of thofé who employ us moft, and pay us beft; yet
will it fare with his ambition as with a lofty tree, which ecan-
siot Thoot it’s branches into the clouds, unlefs it’s root work:
into the dirt, from which it rofe, on. which it ftands,. and. by
which it is nourifhed.

Ir a minifter falls into adverfity, fhall he take up the pem
in his own defence ? would not the cafe be as deplorable for
him to be left to write, as for a prince to be left to fight in his
own quarrel ? Believe me, fir, whenever fortune abandons you,
and who knows how foon that may happen, you will find
yourfclf in a very forlorn ftate. At the name of your {uccel-
for, thofe crowds, that attend your levee, will vanifh like {pi-
sits at the dawn of day. None will remain about you, but
{uch as no other adminiftration will condefcend to employ :
and we may therefore very probably behold you, which. would

be
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i ure a fafe - retreat
* on the. other,
two grotefque perf and nearly allyed,
but furely as litdle fit to {upport a minifter in his decline, as to
adorn his triumph. In fuch 2 turn as tl you may depend
on my utmoft efforts ta keep up a_fpirit for you: and I can
make no doubt of being feconded by feveral of my fellow-
writers, fince I am certain you will not icruple to fhare fome
] parfimony haye

part of that fortune, which your induftry
;s and fince we
e fixpence in the

raifed, with thofe who unite to fave the wh
" | ¥ oy
- to more than ff.
fum for {o great

bt indeed, endeavouring to
on one fide of you,

Flo orya

thall be reafonable enough not to ex
pound out of it, which cannot well
teen or twenty thoufand pounds, A tri
a fervice and fo weighty a purfe

You may perhaps, after all I have faid, be ftill pt to think
that thefe are wild difcourfes, which have na other foundation
but my defire to render myfclf neceffary.  You may refine toa
much in your refleGtions on my condudt, and too little in thofe
you make on your prefent fituation ; og if you judge rightly of
this, it is not impofiible but you may depend too much on your
own vigilance anddexterity. Should anyof thofe flatterers, wha
often betray their patrons into a fatal fecurity, {peak to you
much in the fame manner, as fleep addrefles himielf to Pali-
nurus inthe fifth book of the Aeneis,

~~~~~ Palinure, ferunt ipfa aequora clafien
Acquatae {pirant aurae, datur hora quieti;
Pone caput, teflofque oculos furare labori,

You would anfwer, T am erfuaded, as this Pilot did.
) P )

Mene falis placidi vultum, flutufque quictos
Tgnorare jubes? mene huic confidere monftro?  But
o




N° I. THE OCCASIONAL WRITER. 137

But Pavinurus flept, and you know the confequence,

Be not thercfore difpleafed if a fincere and zealous fervant
roufes you, admonifhes you not to truft too much to appear-
ances, and fhews you danger when perhaps you leaft expeé it.
You have failed long in a {mooth fea with gentle and favor-
able gales. We believe your courage and your abilities extreme-
ly great, but we believe it implicitly; for you have not had
foul weather enough to give any confiderable proofs of either.
Thefe circumftances, which might be abufed to infpire fecuri-
ty, I urge as reafons why you {hould be alarmed ; for the ele-
ment you have to deal with is by the laws of nature incon-
ftant : and therefore the longer you have been without a ftorm
the more reafon you have to expect one. There is no furer
prefage of an hurricane than juft fuch a dead calm as I have
obferved for fome time,

To fpeak without a figure: I would not have you flatter
yourfelf, that the indifturbed quiet you havefo long enjoyed is
merely owing to your own integrity and political merit, or to the
uncommon prufccut’;on of hawkers and pamphleteers, which
has been carried on by the direétion of one of your principal
inftruments, and indeed a moft vigorous ftatefman. This quiet,
fir, is owing to deep and inveterate defigns, which it becomes
me to lay before you, without any regard to the cenfure I may
incur, of revealing private converfation, and of breach of truft.
Know then, thatfrom the time youcameinto a fulnefs of power,
many were fhocked at the manner in which you feized it,
and at the ufe you made of it. They faid that both were
hurtful, indecent, and even fhamelefs. They went flill far-
ther, and affirmed, that your condu& was feolifh with regard
to your own intereft, fince it was { '

: | l-, - - s
foolith for a man to truft to
Nor. L T one
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one fingle expedient of government, who had feveral in his
power 3 and efpecially to fuch an expedient as that of money,
which would equally ferve to fupport him or to hang him.
Thefe perfons however, notwithftanding their difcontent, re-
folved to lie quiet, till your mal-adminiftration fhould be-
come {o glaring as to juftify their oppofition, even in his ma-
jefty’s fight: they faid they would not follow your example;
and upon that occafion they remembered with fome tharpnefs
how you did your utmoft to diftrefs the king’s affairs, upon
the firft difguft you received ; nay they were malicious enough
to call to mind fome perfonal refletions *, which the heat of
your imagination, and your familiarity with majefty, betrayed
you into, and for which they faucily withed what I dare not
name. Thefe feditious fpirits flattered themfelves that you
would do your own bufinefs when you had the full fwing of
your power. They were acquainted, they faid, with the pre-
{umption and diftruft, with the boldnefs and pufillanimity,
with the indifcretion and cunning, and with fifty other con-
tradi@ions, which made up your chara@er: and upon thefe
they depended for putting a fpeedy end to your adminiftration,
This end they imagine to be now at hand ; for thus they rea-
fon. A minifter, who is attacked on his management of the
public revenue, and has all the advantages of money and
authority on his fide, may efcape tho he is guilty ; but if he
1s innocent, the proceedings againft him in fuch a2 cafe muft
neceflarily confirm his power, and eftablith his reputation: no-
thing more defirable than fuch an attack can happen "to him.
But our prefent minifter, fay thefe malignants, direétly Aftops
all enquiry : in public he evades giving fuch accounts as the
reprefentatives of the people have a right to demand ; in pri-

* See a pamphlet called An Anfwer to an infamous Libel, intitled, Sedition
and Defamation difplajed. Printed for R, Francklin,

vate
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vate he is modeft and difcreet enough to laugh at thofe who
think him fuch a fool as to furnifh proofs againft himfelf. Can
a minifter keep his ground long, who has no other defence
than an implied confeffion of his guilt? will {uch a behaviour
be endured in a nation hitherto free, and where there remain
at leaft fome fparks of honor and of love of the country ?

Tuese and many other refleGtions, which for brevity fake I
omit, upon your particular condudt, and upon our domeftic
affairs, are frequently thrown out. But, fir, I confefs to you,
that I tremble when I hear the fame perfons difcourfe concern-
ing the fate of the nation with regard to her foreign interefts.
They affirm and they offer to demonftrate, that the affairs of
Europe never were in greater confufion, and that the part we
take upon ourfelves is fuch an one, as no nation ever acted
which was not betrayed, or whofe minifters were not infatuat-
ed. That youare fo, they fay, is paft difpute, whether you
have conducted thefe affairs yourfelf, or have left them to thofe
men of eminent talents, who are concerned in this part of
your adminiftration: they infift that nothing could have hap-
pened to us, if you had intirely neglected our foreign interefts,
worfe than what you have brought upon us, by running into
the other extreme. For they afk, what is the fruit of your
continual negotiations, fupported by a vaft expence, and car-
ried on as bufily as if the welfare of Great Britain had been
at ftake in every difpute which has happened on the contr-
nent? They anfwer for you, and they defy you to contradict
them, that we have made the quarrels of other people our
own ; and that we find ourfelves engaged as principals, in fome
cafes where we have but a very remote concern, and in others
where we have no concern at all. That our commeree {uf<
fers and runs the rifque of being loft, not for a fime, but for

ever, in feveral branches, much more beneficial to us than the
oo Oftend
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Oftend trade; and that our right to keep thofe important pof=
feffions, which were yielded to usin the moftfolemn and authen-
tic manner, iscome, bydintof negotiation, from being indifpu-
table, to be called in queftion. Ina word, that to reflore the
public tranquility, and to fettle our own interefts, we muft en-
gage in a new war and conclude a new peace: that you have
contrived to make it impofiible for us to do one, without fight-
ing againft the very principle for which we haye fought ever
fince the revolution, or to attempt the other without lying
under the particular circumftance, that our principal allies will
be as much in earneft as our enemies to wrelt out of our hands
the chief advantages which we obtained by the treaty of Utrecht.
At the time when thefe treaties were made, continue they,
your great minilter cried aloud and fpared not. He com-
plained, as much as any man, that the exorbitant power of
France was not {ufficiently reduced ; and that the barriers of
our allies, on the Rhine and in the Netherlands, were left too
weak: and is it under his adminiftration that we are to fee a
pretence given to the French, and an opportunity thrown into
their hands, of ftrengthening their power, and of extending
their barriers ? When T tell thefe objecors that your brother
anfwers for the court of France, they laugh in my face, and
reply, “ Well he may, and fo might any of thofe, who were in
the French intereft, have done at the time when the tripke alli-
ance was broken, and France was encouraged by England to
fall upon the Dutch > The minifters, who are anfwered for,
would be as weak as he, who anfwers for them, if they did
not fee the advantage in the prefent junéture, and did not
take a fecret malicious pleafure in making us, who contributed
{o much to reduce their power, become the inftruments of rai-
fing it again.  In the cafe of a war then, we have, according
to this reafoning, which really, fir, has an air of truth, no-
thing fo much to fear as the afliflance of our chief ally ; and

n
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in the ca'e of a treaty, not only France, but Holland like-
wife, muft be againft-us in that important article of Gibraltar
and Port-Mahon, and in all particular advantages of commerce,
which we have enjoyed, and may find it reafonable to pretend
to. The late duke of Orleans, as dear a friend as he was to
us, infifted ftrenuoufly, that we fhould give up the places be-
fore-mentioned ; pretended a promifc to this effect, and him-
felf obliged in honor to fec ‘this promife kept. Every one,
who knows any thing of the tranfactions of thofe times, knows
with how envious an eye the Dutch beheld the feparate pri-
vileges in trade, and the fole pofleflion of Gibraltar, and of
the ifland of Minorca, which we obtained at the laft peace;
and what lengths they would have gone to facilitate the nego-
tiations, which at that time they oppo ed, if they might have
been admitted to a fhare in thefe advantages.

Tre danger of an immediate invafion, and the engagements
entered into by the emperor and the king of Spain to infult
us with their flects, and to conquer Great Britain and Ireland
for the pretender, have been very induftrioufly propagated by
thofe, who are already in your pay, and.by me, w ho ftand a
candidate for this honor, but am hitherto a volunticr in your
fervice, 1 am forry to tell you, fir, but Heaven forbid that I
{hould conceal fo material a circumftance from your knowledge,
we do not {ucceed,  We raife a {pirit, but this {pirit turns
againft you. There are more people than ever againft the pre-
tender; and zeal for fupporting the prefent eftablifhment never
ran higher. - But this zeal is not any longer without know-
ledge: it is directed to it's proper object, and there is no pof-
fibility of leading it hoodwinked to ferve any other purpofes.
Some incredulous wretches there are; who {mile when we talk
to them of invafions and the pretender, and who content them-
felves to reply, that the machine 1s very {ealonably introduced,

and
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and according to the rules of art. The greater number take
fire, and lay this new diftrefs, which we threaten them with,
at your door ; for, they fay, that we difobliged Spain fome
years ago, to tie the emperor the more firmly to us, and that
we have fince that time difobliged the emperor, by affeing
a clofer correfpondence, and greater union of councils with
France than ever was known between the two nations. They
fend us to that excellent treatife, “The barrier treaty vindicated,”
to learn our true and lafting intereft in foreign alliances, and
there they pretend that we fhall find the condemnation of all
your meafures: they lament the miferable fcene, which they
apprehend may foon be opened, his majefty’s foreign domi-
nions expofed to all the calamities of war, and perhaps in danger
of being loft; we ourfelves ftruggling againft domeftic enemies,
and defending our coafts againft invafions: thefe mifchiefs
brought upon us by a conjunéion of the emperor, our old
ally, with the king of Spain his rival; a conjunéion fo unna-
tural, that nothing but the higheft refentment at our behavior
to them both could have brought it about: in fhort, to finifh
up the pi€ure, Great Britain reduced in this diftrefs to lean
folely upon France, and the faith of that court to become
our chief fecurity.

Uron the whole matter, your enemies, fir, the fubflance
of whofe private converfation I have now honeftly reported to
you, conclude very infolently that you have filled up the mea-
fure of your iniquity and your folly, and that you muft fink,
or the nation muft fink under the weight of that calamity
which you have brought and fuffered to be brought upon her.

As fhocking as this account muft be to your ears, I promile
myfelf that the fincerity and plainnefs ‘with which I have
given it, will be agreeable to you; and that you will receive

5 into
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into your bofom a2 man whofe affe@ion for your perfon and
zeal for your fervice, muft be above all fufpicion, after giving
you intelligence of {o high a nature, without any ftipulation
for the difcovery.

I gxpgcr to hear from you in eight days from the date here-
of ; it I do not, you fhall hear again from him, who is,

Moft noble Sir,
Your honor’s

moft devoted fervant,
From my Garret,
Jan. 1726-7.

Tue OccasioNal WRITER.

THE
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NIUMEBER. IL

To the fame,

Moft Noble S R,

Tuaing myfelf obliged in honor to let the world know,
that you have treated all my propofals to write in your
fervice with a contempt unufual from one in your {tation ;

for I have feen the times when every little paultry proftitute
of his pen found countenance and encouragement. Thefe
wretches are {ure of both, whenever there are any bad mea-
fures to be juftified, or any bold ftrokes to be given; and the
croaking of thefe ravens has always, in my imagination, boded
fome mifchief or other to the commonwealth.

For this reafon, I took upon me the chara&er of a moft
infamous libeller, in my firft addrefs to you, that I might be
able to make a furer judgment of our prefent condition, and
know better what expectations to entertain ; fo that I own I
am moft agreeably difappointed in not receiving any letter or

meilage
S = |
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meflage from you. I own, that inftead of biting you, I amr
fairly bit myfelf.

Some malicious refiners may pretend, perhaps, that an ad-
Jdrefs of fuch a nature, made in fo public a manner, could
meet with no other treatment, even from a minifter who was
willing to aceept the propofal. Malice, I fay, may refine
thus, and endeavor to depreciate a virtuous a&ion, which
cannot be denied, by fuppofing fuch motives to it as cannot
be proved. The practice is too common, and efpecially where
men are divided into parties, where public difputes create and
nourifh private animofities, and where perpetual feuds irritate
the natural malignity of the heart. But far be it from me to
judge with fo little charity ; I am willing to believe, fir, that
you declined the offers made you, not on account of the pub-
lic addrefs, by which they were conveyed, but becaufe you
difdained to fupport a virtuous adminiftration by a venal pen.

Waen T meet a man with loaded piftols in his pocket, or a
dagger under his cloak, I fufpet that he is going upon no very
honorable defigns. Houfebreakers and coiners have been de-
te@ed, by having their tools found about them. Informers,
{pies, and hireling {cribblers are the tools of an evil ftatefman;
and when I fee all fuch difcouraged, and none of them about
a minifter, I think myfelf obliged to fuppofe that his defigns
are honorable, and his meafures direéted to the public good.

I raxe this opportunity thereforeof begging your pardon for
the trial I prefumed to make. The liberty indeed was great ;
but fince it has turned fo vaftly to your honor, 1 hope to be
the more eafily forgiven. Shall I own it, fir? my hopes go
ftill farther ; you difdained me under the feigned charader
which I affumed ; from the fame principle of honor, from the

Vor. L U fame
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fame confcioufnefs of merit, you will, nay, you muft afford
me {ome fhare of your efteem, when I appear, as I intend
to do for the future, under my own. Thefe papers fhall
breathe nothing but zeal to promote the honor of his majefty,
the fecurity of our prefent happy eftablithment, and in onc
word, the good of our country. The fame {pirit, which ani-
mates you and me, fhall animate them: and T cannot doubt
of your approbation, when I co-operate with you to thefe pur-
pofes, which were certainly the fole inducements you had to
enter into bufinefs; as it is manifeft that you continue at the
head of affairs for no other reafons.

Tue truth is, however, (for I think it becoming a friend-
thip, which is likely to grow as intimate as ours, that I {hould
difguife nothing from you) two things have lately happened,
which gave fome little fhock to my good opinion of you. The
firft isan unwillingnefs you manifefted, that the true ftate of ths
national debts fhould be known by the nation ; and the fevere
cenfure you pafled on fuch perfons, as were defirous to give
their countrymen a fair account of their condition in a part {o
eflential, that our being a nation, or not a nation, depends
almoft entirely, in this crifis, on our running or not running
farther into debt. The other is the publication of a pamphlet
fuppofed to be written by your dire&ion, which is evidently
defigned to keep us no lefs in the dark as to all our affairs
abroad,

As to the firft, that matter has been taken up already; and
will, I doubt not, in all places, and in all manners, be fo
thoroughly fifted, that we fhall no longer be at a lofs, either
as to the revenue, and the real charges upon it, or as to the
whole management of it. In which examination, fir, let me
advife you, as a friend, to a& an ingenuous part, that fufpi-

cions
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cions may not increafe, and that I may not be obliged to writz
to you in a'ftile, to which I fhall turn my pen with reluc-
tancy.

As to the latter, 1 hope, it will be likewife examined ; and
if I was able to take fuch a task on myfelf, I fhould, I am
perfuaded, in doing fo, but make a fecond trial of you to your
glory, and knit the bands of our friend (hip the clofer, by an-
fwering a pamphlet of fo pernicious conlequence, and writ
with fo ill a defign. But I know my own unfitnels to inform,
to inftru&, and to roufe our countrymen, fome from their
lethargy, and fome from their golden dreams. 1 may toll the
alarm-bell, but perfons of greater ftrength and skill muft be
called upon to raife it, and to ring it out in the ears of the
nation.

W are grown more cafy, nay, more willing than ever, to
be impofed upon ; and we do more than half the work of thofe
who find their account in deluding us. Almoft every man
confiders himfelf as a fingle perfon; thofe few, who extend
their confiderations farther, feldom or never carry them be-
yond the narrow {yftem of a family, or a party. And thus it
happens, that private intereft is become the criterion, by
which judgments are formed upon public affairs. The man,
whoever he be, who is at any time in fafhion, has nothing to
do but to hold out that purfe, which the more he empties it,
the furer he is to fill. After which let him declaim imperiouly,
and affert boldly, without regarding proof, or condefcend-
ing to arguc; let one of his tools write a pamphlet in much
the fame ftrain, and the work is done, the opinion of man-
kind is fettled, the crowd repeats what the orator has faid, and
the author writ; the clamor is echoed back on 'all fides, and
thefe echoes, the reverfe of all others, ftrengthen by repeti-

B riog.
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tion. Thus the corrupt lead the blind, and the blind lead one
another; the fiill voice of reafon is drowned in popular cla-
mor, and truth is overwhelmed by prejudice,

Tais is a true account of what happens frequently ; it is
fo far from being a defcription drawn from imagination, that
I could give feveral inftances, and perhaps fhall have occafion
to quote fome, of fuch grofs impofitions on the common fenfe
of mankind, offered in this manner, and offered with fuc-
cefs, as no one would be bold enough to attempt putting on
the weakeft man in Britain in private converfation.

THere are therefore, Gop knows, but too many reafons
for him to defpond, who entertains a thought of prevailing on
the generality of people, to lay afide their prejudices, to check
their paflions, and to confider the ftate of the nation in a duc
extent, andin a true light; and yet fuch is our condition, fuch
a crifis are we in, that if we do not take and execute this re-
folution now, it may very probably be out of our power to do
it hereafter to any good purpofe.

In our fenate we hear of great dangers, which we have to
apprehend from abroad; and if we believe what is faid in a
forcign * ftate, we are expofed to very great ones at home. 1
am willing to hope, that both one and the other are magnified ;
but they may grow to be fuch in reality as they are reprefent-
ed to be, if we do not take more than ordinary care; firft,
to weigh in a juft balance each of the many evils ‘which
threaten the nation; and fecondly, if we do not penctrate into
every one of the caufes, which have combined to bring
them upon us. Should we fail in the fift point, we may in-
creale our dangers from abroad ; by over-rating thofe at home,

*Vide Letter from Stockholm.
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and by applying ourfelves {olely to prevent the latter. But I
believe no one thinks us difpofed to run into this extreme; we
are much more likely to run into the other, and to increafe
our dangers at home, by over-rating thole which we appre-
hend from abroad. Should we fail in the fecond point, and
neglect to penetrate into all the caufes -which combine to bring
our prefent diftrefs upon us, palliative remedies alone will be
applied, in the ufe of which we may very probably expire after
a tedious langor, but from which we cannot expect a radical
cure.

Convincep therefore, that if we negle& the prefent mo-
ment, if every man does not think and write, and {peak and
a& for his country at this time, according to his beft talents,
and according to the opportunitics which he has of exerting
them, we fhall foon be in every fenfe a ruined nation.

I conegss, that I am impatient, however low my hopes of
fuccefs run, till fome abler pen accepts the invitation, which
¢« the enquirer into the reafons of the condu& of Great Britain™
gives to every member of this community, till an. enquiry is
made, according to the right which he is pleafed to allow,
into our prefent ftate, and into the meafures, which have led
to it. But then this enquiry muft be made upon better prin-
ciples, and with an honefter view than he has, who made this,
which lies before me: the perfon, who accepts his invitation,
thould be one who would blufh to follow his example; for
he a&s the part of an apologift, where he profefles to act that
of an impartial enquirer: he feems very zealous for the {uc-
cefs of the caufe which he pleads, and very indifferent what
means he employs to procure this fuccels ; many things are
difguifed, many are concealed, and hardly any are reprefent-
ed in their natural and proper light, Fallacy, fophi{m, and 2

puerile
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puerile declamation, fwell the elaborate treatife; but there was
a defign perhaps, as well as habit, in fuch a manner of Writ-
ing upon this occalion, fince a bad caufe muft be defended by
fuch means ; and, therefore, by fuch pens as would difgrace
and weaken a good one; fince it may poflibly appear, upon a
fair examination, that the caufe he is retained in is none of the

beft.

Ir this thould appear, I am apt to believe, that thofe, who
fet him at work, will not be much concerned ; they could
not look on this pamphlet as any thing better than a momen-
tary expedient to miflead and inflame. If it has that effe@,
if it ferves to keep up the delufion till all the jobs, which are
to be done, are done; the ends, which they propofed to them-
Aelves, are perhapsanfwered. But if this nation fhould awaken
to a fenfe of their true interelt, and if the Britifh {pirit thould
once more revive amongft us, it might very well happen that
thefe perfons would have made a faulty reckoning; for furely,
after having exercifed the juftice of the nation, by cenfuring
in one parliament a treaty of peace, which has been approved
an another, it will not be thought ftrange, if we punifh, at one
time or another, thofe who have negotiated us out of peace
and tranquility, into war and confufion, altho the wifdom
of the nation fhould think fit to fupport, for the prefent, the
meafures of thefe minifters,

Tae enquirer fuppofes the whole face of affairs in Europe
to have received the great alteration which he is fo much fur-
prifed at, within the {pace of the laft year; but I cannotagree
with him, that the turn has been fo fudden as he reprefents it,
“The calm hardly tobe paralleled by any paft profpect,” as this
great mafter of file exprefles himfelf by a figure of Hiber-
nian rhetoric, was accompanied, as calms frequently are, by

many
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many figns of an approaching ftorm; which figns did not cf-
cape the obfervation of the failors, and even paflengers in-
our veffel, tho they efcaped that of our able pilots, who
were, it {eems, all that while in a moft ferene fecurity. The
particular evils, which we apprehend at prefent, were known
to our minifters above a year ago,. if it be true, as the enqui--
rer affirms, that the treaty of Hanover, and negotiations in
confequence of it, are < the fteps, which the court of Great
« Britain thoughtfit to take as {oon as poffible, after the danger
« we were in appeared evident beyond all contradi&ion.” But
before the particular danger appeared, the general danger was:
evident enough. When the treaty of Vienna was made, our-
thip ftruck; but we had been failing among rocks and fhoals-
long before, ever fince we quitted our porf, and launched
out to fea, on the wife errand of  convoying other people fafe.
to theirs.

He therefore, who is defirous to make the enquiry propofed, .
in fuch a2 manner as may be of rcal ufe to the public, muft
rake up things much higher than this partial writer was in-
ftru@ed to do.. Many things happened during the congrefs of
Cambray, which deferve to be explained ; and there are trea-
ties both previous and fubfequent to the quadruple alliance, .
which deferve to be commented upon.

Nay, there feems to be a neceflity of going farther: back
than this reign, or even than this century, if we defign to be
horoughly acquainted with the original of our prefent diftrefs.
When we have taken a general furvey of the condu&t of Bri-
tain,. with relation to the. affairs. of Europe, for about two
hundred years, we fhall come much better prepared to dif-
cover our true point of intereft; and by obferving how we.
have departed from it, we {hall learn how to return to it.

This-
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Tw1s part T will venture to undertake; and what I fhall fay .
upon it, may ferve at leaft as an introdu@ion to that work, |
which, I hope, will be performed by fome abler hand,

Tue foundations of the grandeur of France, and thofe of
the grandeur of the houfe of Auftria, were laid very near at
the fame period. Frrpinand and Isapzrra began the latter;
and in Cuarwes the fifth their grandfon, and almoft immediate
fucceflor, it was carried up to that exorbitant height, which made
Europe tremble under his reign, under that of his fon, and
upon fome occafions even later. The progrefs which France
made was not {o rapid, but was perhaps as fure; fhe fhared
with her rival the fpoils of the houfe of Burgundy, by the ad-
drefs and vigor of Lewis the eleventh, who not only extended the
bounds, and firengthened the frontier of that clofe compaét
body, whofe very figure is an addition to the force of it, but
affured it’s inward tranquility better, and rendered that mo-
narchy more formidable than it had been in the time of his
predecefiors, when the authority of the prince was lefs.

Trr forming of two fuch powers, in Europe, made it the
intereft of all other princes and flates, to keep as much as
pofiible a balance between them. And here began that prin-
ciple of Englith policy to be eftablithed, which, however true
and wife in itfelf, has hardly ever been truly and wilely
purfued.

Wz fhould take things rather too high, if we went up to
the reign of king Henry the feventh, tho even there fome ob-

fervations are to be made, which have relation to our prefent
{ubjed.

Fae-
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FreQueENT and important occafions of a&ting on this principle
prefented themielves in the time of Henry the eighth. Some
he took, fome he negle@ed, and fome he managed ill ; for
to fay the truth, the whole condué of this prince was a con-
tinued courfe of extravagance, violence, and levity: his vices
glared through the beft actions of his life. He exercifed the
tyranny, and practifed the bloody precepts of the church of
Rome, even while he was delivering us from the papal yoke.
His deliberations for peace or war feemed often to have a mix-
ture of humor in them; and his own paflions, as well as
Worsey's, made him hold the balance of Europe, if he did
hold it, with an uneven hand.

Tue reformation, which began in his time in Germany, and
which was completed by Epwarp the fixth, and by queen Eri-
zaserH, in England, gave occafion to a new divifion of inte-
refts; and made it of the utmoft importance to the welfare of
this nation, not only to preferve a balance between the two
greal pOWers of Europe, but to {fupport the proteftant caufe
againft them both. The firt of thefe was to be done by
throwing as much as the oecafion might require of our weight,
fometimes into one, and fometimes into the other of thefe
fcales ; but the latter could be effeéted by nothing lefs than a
conftant adherence to that fide which was for a long time the
weakeft, and which, I doubt, is fo fRill.

Boru thefe principles were purfued by queen ELizaBeTH,
with the greateft wifdom, and with the greateft fuccefs. To
illuftrate this fully, it would be neceflary to run through the
annals of her glorious reign. Buta few general obfervations
will fuffice for our prefent purpofe. When fhe came to the
crown, the nation was divided between two powerful parties,
exafperated by religious zeal ; Ircland was papift, Scotland was:
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under the immediate influence of France, and the queen of
that kingdom, married to the dauphin of France, difputed her
title to the crown of England. 1In fhort, the furcfl {upport
the had amidft all thefe difficulties, befides the firmnefs of her
mind, and the penetration of her underftanding,was in Purrip the
fecond, whom fhe difobliged by refufing to make him her huft
band ; and who could not fail of being, on many accounts,as he
proved to be, her moft implacable and dangerous enemy. She
kept meafures for a whi'e with him, - nay, perhaps, with the
court of Rome, and foon fettled her government, and efta-
blithed her power: het own kingdom was the firft and prin-
cipal obje@ of her care ; and fhe judged very wifely, that, in
order to be confiderable abroad, fhe muft begin by making
herfelf {o at home. Her revenue was adminiftered with the
utmoft frugality, induftry was encouraged, manufa@ures im-
proved, and commerce extended : fhe was far from negleting
foreign alliances, but her negotiations were conduéed with
great art and little expence, and the engagements fhe took
were always neceflary, feldom chargeable. She fupported the
proteftant caule in France, with good offices, with loans of
money ; and upon fome prefling occafions with troops. But fhe
never depended on the gratitude of Henry the fourth, and was
neither furprifed nor unprepared when he made returns very
unworthy of the obligations he had to her. The Dutch could
not have {uftained their revolt from Spain, nor have formed
their commonwealth, without her affiftance, She helped them
powerfully, but fhe exaded cautionary towns from them, as
a fecurity for her reimburfement, whenever they fhould be in
a condition to pay; and in the mean time as a check, to keep
them under the influence and dire@ion of England. By fuch
methods as thef, her own country grew rich and flourifhing,
while the not only preferved a balance of power abroad, but
contributed extremely to reduce Spain from being the terror

of
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of Europe, to that low ftate, into which it fell under the fuc-
cefors of king Philip the fecond.

THE reign of king James the firft, is not to be read without
a mixture of indignation and contempt. He came to the crown
with great advantages ; but a bad bead, and a worfe heart,
Lindered him from improving any of them. He loft the op-
portunity of uniting the two kingdoms; he {uffered his revenue
to be ill adminiftered ; his minifters were notorioudly corrupt,
and he himfelf very profufe.

InstEAD of affwaging, he fomented difputes by his pedan-
try; eftablithed fuch principles of government, and raifed fuch
a fpirit in the clergy, as could hardly fail to produce the ter-
rible effe@s which followed in the reign of his {on.

Sucu a management of domeflic affairs would have put it
out of his power, if it had been his inclination to a& a wifer
part in foreign afFairs: but he had no fuch inclination. Twelve
years he fuffered him{elf to be amufed with the Spanith match;
he countenanced at leaft the popith, and he abfolutely neglect-
ed the protcﬁant intereft, both in France and Germany. In-
ftcad of helping the difpofitions, which appeared, to take the
imperial crown out of the houfe of Auftria, he favored the
caule of that family, and abandoned his own children to the
refentment of the emperor and the popifh league. When the
thirty years war began in 101 8, the liberty of Germany, and
the whole proteftant intereft, were in the utmoft peril. The
{ole meafures, which he took for the fupportof either, confift-
ed in fimple embaffies, ridiculous letters, and languid nego-
tiations.  Queen EL1ZABETH defeated the ambitious defigns of
the Spanifh branch of the Auftrian family ; king Jamss fa-
vored thofe of the German branch of the fame family.

X 2 OvEr
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Over the fucceeding reign, and all that followed, to the
reftoration of king CuarLes the fecond, let us draw a veil.

Durine this time the decay of the Spanifh monarchy in-
creafed apace, the liberties of Germany were afferted, and the
power of the emperor bounded by the treaties of Weftphalia;
but another power, that of France, began to rife very faft on
the foundations laid long ago. Ricurriey and Mazaring
had given that crown a great {uperiority in the affairs of Fu-
rope, and the prince who wore it, refolved to maintain and
augment this fuperiority, at the expence of all his neighbours,

The attack which Lrewrs the fourteenth made upon the
Low Countries in 1667, thewed, both in the manner of it, and
in the pretence taken for iz, what Europe had to expe& from
this prince. On this occafion the triple alliance was made ;
and happy had it been, if the fame principles of policy had
continued to prevail. But the king who fat on our throne,
with better fenfe and more courage than his grandfather, was
at leaft as unfit as he to defend the liberties of Eurepe, and
perhaps more unfit to defend the proteftant intereft,

Kine Cuaries the fecond joined his councils and his arms
to thofe of France; and when he could not openly afiift, he
privately abetted the ufurpations of that crown. He might,
by conforming to the defires of his people, who were in his
and their truc interefl, have had the immortal honor of pre-
ferving a balance of power in Europe ; but he chofe the eter-
nal infamy of helping to deftroy this balance; and not content
to be the ally of a prince, whofe enemy he ought to have been,
he condefcended to be his inftrument, and even his penfioner.
This condu@, which took fo much ftrength from that fide,
which was already too weak, and which added fo much to

that
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that which was already too ftrong, cftablifhed the abfolute {u-
periority of France, and left Spain, Germany, Italy, and the
Seventeen provinces, nay and Britain too, in confequence, at
her mercy.

Tars terrible face of things did not mend on the acceflion
of king James the {econd to the throne. Whatever his po-
litics were, religion would have got the better of them. Bi-
gotry muft have cemented a clofe union between him and the
king of France, who was alone able and willing to affift him
:n the work he had undertaken at home. But the greatnefs of
our danger, as it fometimes happens, faved us; and in faving
us, faved all Europe. The revolution in our government caufed
a total change in our conduét. A prince, who had been long
at the head of a weak but refolute oppofition to France, mount-
ed our throne ; and the principles of maintaining a balance
between the great powers of Europe, and of fupporting the
proteftant intereft, came once more into fathion in this kingdom,
after having been for near a century, cither negle@ted, or acted

ugainﬁ.

Tuz body of the nation refumed thefe principles with
warmth, and has fupported them ever fince with unparalleled
fpirit and vigor. But let it be faid without offence, fince it
may be faid with truth, and fince it is neceffary that it fhould
be faid upon this occafion, we have not purfued them with as
much wifdom as zeal. If we have erred in our politics {ince
the revolution, it is fure we have erred on the right fide. But
errors on the right fide are errors ftill, and may, in time, prove
as fatal as errors on the other ; and are, in one refpect at leaft,
more dangerous, as they are lefs attended to at firft, or guard-
ed againft.

BeTweEN
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Berween all extremes there is a certain middle point, which
men of genius perceive, and to which men of honor adhere
in private and in public life.

Trus avarice and prodigality are at an immenfe diftance ;
but there is a fpace marked out by virtue between them,
where frugality and generofity refide together. Thus again,
to abandon thofe, whom it is our interef} to fupport, is an ex-
cefs of folly; and to fupport the interefts of other people, to
the ruin of our own, is an excefs of folly likewife. But there
are lines defcribed by prudence, between thefe two excefles,
within which our common interefts meet;, and may proceed
together.

It would be an invidious as well as tedious tafk, to go through
all the inftances, which might be produced ; wherein we have,
under pretence of preferving a balance of power in Europe,
gratified the paflions of particular men, and ferved the turns
of private intereft, till we have rendered that principle, in a
reafonable purfuit of which our fafety and our glory confift,
the occafion of real danger to the intereft, and of reproach to
the wifdom of our nation. A few of thefe inftances will fuf-
fice to deduce the progrefs of our miftaken policy, to evince
the truth of what has been advanced in general, and to fix
the application of the whole to the prefent conjunéture ;
wherein 1 apprehend, that we are about to pay the price not
only of late errors, but a long feries of errors,

Tue war, which began in 1688, was no doubt a very ne-
ceflary war, It was neceflary to extinguith the rebellion in
Scotland ; it was neceffary to reduce Ircland ; it was neceffary
to affert the new eftablithment of our government. Thefe
were our immediate interefts ; but we had remote interefts

likewife
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likewife concerned, which were of themfelves fufficient to en-
gage us to enter, at leaft as allics and friends, into the war,
The empire was in danger by the taking of Philipsburgh, and
other enterprizes of the French ; and Holland lay once more
open to their invafions, by the feizing of Bonne. In the courfe
of this war, Ircland was reduced ; all the efforts againft the
government in England and Scotland were defeated ; and, by
the peace, France acknowledged king Wirriam.

As unfortunate as we had been on the Rhine and in Flan-
ders, every thing, which the French had taken in the courfe
of the war fromourallies, was reftored at Ryfwic ; and Luxem-
bourg, which France had ufurped before the war, was likewife
given up. Thus far all was well. The points, which Eng-
land contended for, were carried ; and our allies recovered by
treaty more than they had loft by war.

Ir a common guaranty of this treaty had been entered into
as foon as thofe powers acceded who refufed to fign when
England and Holland did, the tranquility of Europe would
have been better fecured than it was at this time, or at the
peace of Nimeghen ; at leaft England would have engaged,
as far as it became her to do, even upon the principle of main-
taining the balance of power, and no farther.

Bur, inftead of taking this ftep, we took another, which proved
fatal in it’s confequences. The death of CuarLEs the fecond,
king of Spain, without children, was then in profpect. The
pretenfions of France were known, and it’s power had been
lately felt. Whenever the cafe thould happen, a war feemed
to be unavoidable. But this war muft have been made by
France alone, forthe conqueft of the Spanith monarchy ; which,
as powerful as we then thought her, and as infolent as fhe

3 really
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really was, fhe would not have Cllb?”(,d in lightly. Neither
could the have f; fupported it if the had, fince even with Spain
on her fide, the could not hn e fup meult]:c laft, if the mines
of Peru had not been un;‘-_ccounmbly left open to her.

On the apprehenfion, however, of fuch a war, and on the
{pecious pretence of preferving a balance of power in Europe,
the partition treatics were made ; that is, without the know-
ledge of the king of Spain, we difpofed of his inheritance ;
without the confent of the emperor, and in concert with his
adverfe party, we fettled the rights contefted between the houfe
of Auftria and Bourbon; and we engaged to make this par-
tition good by arms.

I po not enter into the reafons for and againft this treaty,
which may be drawn from the particular ﬂlpulatlous contained
in it, but content myfelf to obferve, in gmcr’d what impolitic
meafures we were at this period bctr’u ed into, by an over-ween-
ing defire to preferve the balance of power ; and how much
reafon we have to be always on our guard againft errors of this
kind, fince a prince, whom genius and experience had ren-
dered the greateft man of his age, was not exempt from them,
but drew both England and Holland fatally into them.

WaenevEr this balance is in real danger by the exorbitant
growth of onc power, or by the union of more, other princes
.md ftates will be alarmed of courfe. All of thu‘: ought, and
moft of them will take meafures for their common iu:mlt)
But the wife councils amongft them will, upon every fuch oc-
cafion, proportion their mtaﬁms, and thc engagements they
enter into, not according to the nature of the danger confi-
dered generally, butaccording to the immediate or remote re-
lation, which it has to each of them; and according to the

ftrength,
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firength, fituation, or any other circumftance, which may be
peculiar to each of them.

To do otherwife, would be to lofe fight of our own parti-
cular intereft in the purfuit of a common intereft. It would
be nothing better than {etting up for the Don Quixores of the
world, and engage to fight the battes of all mankind. The
ftate, which keeps it’s own particular intereft conftandy in
view, has no invariable rule to go by ; and this rule will direct
and limit all it’s proceedings in foreign affairs ; {o that fuch a
flate will frequently take no fhare, and {requently a fmall {hare
in the difputes of it’s neighbours, and will never exert it’s
whole ftrength, but when it's whole is at ftake. But a {late,
who negleds to do this, has no rule at all to go by, and muft
fight to negotiate, and negotiate to fight again, as long as it
is a ftate; becaufe, as long as it is a ftate, there will be dil-
putes among it’s neighbours, and fome of thefe will prevail at
one time, and fome at another, in the perpetual flux and re-
flux of human affairs.

Ir the kings of France and Spain, and the emperor, had
made an agreement amongft themfelves, about the fucceflion
to the dominions of Spain, confiftent with the common inter-
eft of Europe, and confidering the partiality which the court
of Spain had, at that time, for the houfe of Auftria, there
was little room to fear, that fuch an agreement would have
been too favorable to the houfe of Bourbon. Ifany fuch par-
tition had been made, I fay, no objection would have re-
mained, either as to the right or manner of making it and
we might have efcaped a war. If thefe princes had done no-
thing of this kind, we might have been engaged upon the
king of. Spain’s death, as I faid before, in a defenfive war, for
preferving the dominions of our old allies, and the liberties of

Vo 1. X Europe,
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Europe, againft the ufurpations of our antient cnemy.  But
inftead of waiting to be auxiliaries in a defenfive war, we put
ourfelves under a neceflity of being principals in an offenfive
one; and by affecting to fecure the balance of power, when
we had neither call nor right to meddle, we reduced our af.
fairs to this abfurd alternative, that we muft either make an
offenfive war as principals, againft the emperor and Spain, in
order to conquer for France, which was equally impolitic and
unjuft, -or againt France and Spain, in order to conquer for
the emperor, under the greateft difadvantages poffible ; which
happened to be the cafe.

Tue partition treaties forced the king of Spain to make a
will in favor of the houfe of Bourbon ; and the Spaniards
threw themfelves into the arms of France, to prevent the dif-
memberment of their monarchy.

Trus was the balance of power loft by our meddling where
we had nothing to do, even before it could have been in dan-
ger, if we had not meddled at all. We loft it, and the em-
peror knew that we muft reftore it for our own fakes, which
could be done no otherwife than by conquering for him ; and
this he left us to do the beft we could.  While we fought his
battles, he lent us the Auftrian title, the perfon of his fon, the
prefent emperor, - and little elfe. We negleted every thing,
and facrificed every thing in the profecution of this quarrel.
But the imperial councils were fo far from negledting any thing,
or facrificing any thing to it, that they feemed wholly taken
up for fome years in fettling the affairs of Hungary to their
fatisfa&tion ; and they facrificed to an idle refinement in po-
litics the greateft opportunity which we ever had, or muft ever
hope to have ; I mean that of deftroying the naval force of

France,
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France, by the taking of Toulon, This they deliberately and
almoft avowedly hindered.

Ir ever people were called upon to think of their own im-
mediate interefls, we were fo at this time. Whether we could
then have put an end to the expenfive war we were engaged
in for the houfe of Auftria, in a manner confiftent with the
public intereft of Europe, I am not able to determine. Cer-
tain itis in fac, that far {rom entertaining any fuch thoughts,
we redoubled our {pirit and our efforts in the profecution of
the war. As we acquired new allies, we enlarged our en-
gagements; and as we obtained new vicories, we extended
our views. The grand alliance formed by king Wrrr1am, for
reftoring a balance of power in Europe, propofed no other ob-
jets than fufficient barriers, fecurity to trade, and reafonable
fatisfadion to the houfe of Auftria®.  Thefe were thought, by
that great prince, all the points neceffary to be contended for.
But, inftead of confining ourfelves to {o narrow a plan, we
judged that the balance of power could not be effeGtually re-
ftored, unlefs we wrefted the wholc Spanith monarchy from
the houfe of Bourbon, to give it to the houfe of Auftria. For
this prize we fought, and fought with as litdle regard to all
other interefts, as if we had defended cur own altars, and our
own houlfes.

Must we not acknowledge, upon this occafion, fir, the
(hortunefs of human forefight? The very meafure, which we
purfued at fo great expence of blood and treafure (becaufe
nothing lefs could ficure the balance of power in Europs, and
even the trade of this kingdom; -and the proteftant {uccellion,
againft the invafions of France and the pr-..l.‘c11d:r) that very

* Vide G. Al. Art. 6.

Y meafure
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meafure would, it feems, have put all thefe into the utmoft
peril.

Ir we had fucceeded in our attempts to fet the crown of
Spain on the head of the prefent emperor, and his brother the
emperor Josers had lived, would our danger from the union
of thefe two brothers not have heen at leaft as great as that
which is apprehended from the union of the prefent emperor,
and of the prefent king of Spain, rivalsalmeft from their cra-
dles, and by a long courfe of oppofition, fuch inveterate ene-
mies, that they could hardly be kept, as the enquirer affures
us, “ within the bounds of common decency towards one ano-
“ ther, by all the addrefs of two powerful mediators ina pub-
¢ lic treaty »”’ Might not the fame addrefs, that threw thefe ene-
mics into one another’s arms, (for it will appear they did not
run thither {o unaccountably) and united them in defigns de-
ftru@ive to the commerce and rights of other nations, have
fucceeded equally well between the two brothers, efpeciall
fince, in this cafe, there would have been but half the work to
do ? The union would have been formed to our hands, and our
addrels could only have been fthewn, in giving fuch proper
provocations, as might have infpired the defigns,

Would Cuarrrs have been lefs favorable to the trade of
his brother’s fubjeds, at any place in the Auftrian dominions,
than Puivie thews himfelf to the trade of the {fubjeds of
CuarrLes ? Would Josepu not have concurred to affift his
brother to regain Gibraltar, and the ifland of Minorca, at
leaft, as zealoufly as we can fuppufe that Cuarres concurs
to aflift Puivie, either by good offices, or, if you pleafe, to
have it {o, by force of arms ? Would not 2 league between the
two brothers have been as much a popith league as that which
we are {o much alarmed at, between the furviving brother

and
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and the prefent king of Spain? Would not the firft have made
ufe of the pretender, as the latter is faid to do, and as every
prince or ftate, with whom we happen to be at variance, may
be provoked to do? In fhort, I may ffely challenge the author
of the enquiry, as greata cafuift as he is, to fhew any differ-
ence between the two cafes which I have cempared together,
except this, that we might have been expofed to great dangers
from that fettlement of Europe, which we fought to bring
about, than we are, or can probably be expofed to, from that
which we were fo follicitous to prevent. But the cafe is fill
ftronger than I have put . For even after the death of the
emperor JOsEPH, his prefent imperial majefty continued his
claim to the whole Spanifh monarchy; and you, and I, and
many of us, continued to {upport his claim, and oppofed
with all our force the negotiations of peace, which were
begun upon a different principle. Happily we failed of fuc-
cefs. 'The many, who remonftrated, © That we were haften-
« ing apace to make him a power too great and too formid-
« able; and that we fhould find in him, at laft, the enemy
¢ we then dreaded only in another,” prevailed. Had they
not, in what a condition {hould we have been at this time ?
Would the emperor have been more grateful, or lefs powerful,
with the crown of Spain and the Indies, added to fo many
others ? If the union between him and the king of Spain is
fo formidable to us, how much more reafon {hould we have
had to apprehend the confequences to our trade, and in the
end, to our liberties and our religion themfelves, if thele di-
vided powers had been united in the fame ungrateful perfon,
as it is the mode at prefent to call the emperor ?

Ir Don Carros fhould marry the eldelt arch-duchefs, if
the emperor fhould die without iffue male, if the king of
France (hould die without iffue male, if the prince of Afturias

{hould
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thould die wi

iiue male, and the princes of the blood in
France and $pain i

not fupport the validity of the re.
nunciations, ali which is within the boun 1ds of ;}(.:ﬂlL:-ilit}' “ Don
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““of Spain ; and have the vaft {h r:]””h and riches of all thefe
“ powers united '1‘.'-(1;(, nte: \c; in him.” This terrible ob ject ftares

our fpecula urer in the face, and difturbs his hvc‘:-i. It

diftu :i...",'_,_ tr‘l”fg excellent heads, who fit fu'v'n a
{cribbl fec {o far into fut: Irity at prefent 3 and
who, not very long ;'.g_':-, were unable to difcern the m:uul and
moft probable events, Let us confider now, wha 1t Conimuum

of this kind might have happened, if, for iu,mmf‘r a b.}l ance
of power in Europe, the prefent emperor had been likewifz

king of Spain. If then the king of [ rance, inftead of murr'\—
ing the daughter of Sr ANIsLaus, had married the eldeft

davgrnu of hc emperor, which {Hu,Jv had: been within the
bounds of powbl,lt‘., thuc vould remain but one chance at
this time, viz. the emperor ha wing a fon, to fave us from the
(.om!mmlmn of fuch a power, as would in reality form ﬂult
we commonly, tho in nproperly, call univerfal mo; 1archy ; fince

there would 'a{, I.O;Lmﬁ elfe, which could hinder Lewis the

;mu:mh from being J‘\r.w of France, of Spain, and of the
Weft-Indies, mafter of al| the Auftrian dmmmom :.11](:1 by
con {th‘um emperor.  The truth I would iney] cate by what

I have faid is [hl%‘. that as the partition treaty threw too much
weight into the fcale of B Jourbony to the defry cuo.; of the ba-
Ian(.c of power in Europe ; {o ljlt. neceflary confequence of the
war we made to reftore this balance muft have bee n, if we had
fucceeded acc ording to our defires, to ]u{roy it again, by
throwmg too much wej ight into the frale of Auflria, 11}1\
has been proved by the event, and the enquirer demonfirates
it, “or he demonfrates nothing,

As
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As far, therefore, as we have brought this deduction, that
is, to the end of the laft war, it is manifeft that the notion of
preferving a balance of power in Europe has, for the reafons
touched upon above, and which every man will extend in his
own thoughts, proved to us like an ignis fatuus ; in the pur-
fuit of which we have been led from difhculty to difficulty,
and from danger to danger,

Tr we enquire, whether the treaties of Utrecht and Baden
did afford us an opportunity of correfting our €rrors, and of
profiting by our experience, - it will be found that they did ;
fince all the points, which had been in conteft were then fet-
tled, and this fettlement acquielced in by all the parties to the
war, except the emperor, who kept up ftill his claim againft
Puinip the fifth.

Bur the keeping up this claim could not have endangered
the public tranquility. He was unable to attack Spain for want
of a maritime force, or even Sicily, which was covered be-
{ides by the guaranty of the neutrality of Italy ; and this neu-
trality ferved likewife to hinder Spain from attacking him.
There might have been a war of the pen,and there could have
heen no other between them.

Ar the worft, if the king of Spain had invaded any part
of Italy, the guarantees of the neutrality might cafily have
prevented fuch an attempt ; and in {o doing they would have
obferved the treaties, and kept the peace, far from breaking
either one or the other.

In fuch a ftate of foreign affairs, we had certainly- an op-
portunity of looking carefully after our own. The king of
Spain had no pretence to ask for any alteration in the fettle-

2 m £
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ment {o lately eftablithed with his own confent; and the em-
peror could not have complained of his majefly for obferving
treaties, which he would not have made, but which he found
made ; nor for refufing to enter into a new war on this ac-
count.

WrETHER we improved this opportunity, ornot, what our
prefent condition is, and by what fteps we have been reduced
to it, I leave to the enquiry of fome perfon more capable than
mylfelf. Let it fuffice, that I have endeavored to remove
{fome delufions, which have affe@ted even men of the beft un-
derftandings, and the beft intentions; and to prepare the
minds of my countrymen to confider, at this critical point of
time, what our national intereft really is, without being biaffed
in their judgments by what they may have thought of it on
any former occafions.

I am,
Moft noble S,
Your honor’s

moft devoted fervant,
February 3,
1726-7.

THE OccasioNaL WRriTER.

POST:
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P QST RS Re s P T,

UST after I had fent thefe fheets to the prefs, a paper,

intitled, ¢ A letter tothe Occafional Writer,” was brought
to me. I have read this ftiff pedantic piece, with more at-
tention than it deferves, tho I read it curforily; and not-
withftanding the pains which the author takes to pafs for you,
I am ready to acquit you of the {candal. You would certainly
have writ better, and your pen at leaft would not have ap-
peared {o near a-kin to that of the Craftfman Extraordinary.

Wiio this author fuppofes the Occafional Writer to be, I
cannot guefs. Such a wretch as he defcribes is, 1 believe, to
be found no where, nor even fuch an image of guilt and mi-
fery any where, except in the horrors of his own mind.
I {hall therefore; with a decent contempt for this fcurrilous
{cribbler, and without any concern about his imaginary corre{-
pondent, continue thefe inoffenfive letters, in great tranquility
and fedatenefs, as often as occafion invites me, or as I find my-
{elf in the humor.

Vor. L. 2 4 ol 2 1 3
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To the fame,

== Quis te, juvenum confidentifiime, noftras
Juffit adire domos ?  Quidve hinc petis ? inquit. Atille,
Scis Proteu, fcis ipfe ; neque eft te fallerc cuiquam, Vire.

Moft Noble S 1z,

HEN T writ the poftfcript to my [aft letter, I be-

lieved firmly that the anfer to the Occafional

Writer was neither writ by you, nor publithed by

your order. Many confiderations determined me to this opi-
nion. For inftance: I could not think, that in order to vent
yourfelf in a fit of railing, you would draw a pic¢ture out of
your own imagination, which cannot pals for that of the per-
fon who writ to you, even in the low and vile charader he
alfumed, and which you will hardly venture to own that you
meant to be the refemblance of any man in Britain, | could
not perfuade myfelf that you would give occafion, as ¥ appre-
hend very much that you may have done, to the drawing
of another piGure after the life, which no one will miftake,
and which you will not be curious to place in your colledion
of paintings. I have, with the reft of mankind, a great re-

2 gard
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gard for fome of your friends; but I have, with the reft of
mankind likewife, a great regard for your particular enemies,
among whom it feemed impofTible to me that you, who know
them fo well, fhould prefume to find cither flaves or criminals,
or infolvent debtors, I dare affirm, that there is not one of
them, who ever « mortgaged his eftate for more than it’s value,
¢t or reduced himfelf near the neceflity of living by contri-
¢ bution.”

Tuese are fome of the motives which induced me to ac-
quit you of the {candal, as I then thought it, of writing this
paper. But, upon better information, and farther reflection,
I have changed my opinion; and I fee nothing inconfiftent
with my refpe& for you, in believing that you did write it.

As great an advantage as it is in all the affairs of life for a
man to keep his temper, it is often excufable, and perhaps
{fometimes even praife-worthy, to lofe it. When a minifter is
contradi@ed in matters relating to his adminiftration, and when
bufy people fhall prefume to afk his reafons, inftead of fub-
mitting to his autherity, can we wonder if his paffion tran{-

orts him into rhodomontades, and if he behaves himfelf a
little wildly? But when the viftue of a minifter like you,
whofe whole life has been one bright example of public and
private virtae, fhall be fufpecred, fo far as to be tempted to
paffion 3 ~who can rcfufe him even applaule, if his generous
foul, tranfported with a juft indignation, breathes forth fuch
expreflions, as might, upoa a Jefs ¢eetfion; pafs for indecent

r'!l::zlldry ?

Thars was your cafe, moft noble fir, in the trial which I
prefumed lately to make, with too much boldnefs perhaps, but
furely with a very good defign. A man writes to you from

Zia his
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his garret, deferibes himfelf as 2 proftitute {fcribbler, and offers
you the fervice of his pen: this, and -this alone, appears to
you; upon which a noble indignation feizes you, and you
trike boldly, tho’ you ftrike in the dark, There is really fome-
what fine in this fally of refentment, and it confirms, in the
higheft degree, the fentiments 1 have long entertained of your
integrity, of your ability, and of a certain grace which ac-
companies and gives a luftre to every part of your conduét.

Tur fhare I have had in this adventure, affords me great
fat'sfaction.  Your anger fell on a feigned charaéter, and hurts
me not 5 but the honor of having drawn an anfiver from a
firlt minifter, and an anfiver in print, accrues to me, and is
fuch a one, as the greateft of our weekly authors could never

boatft.

Give me leave therefore to be tranfported in my turn, but
to be tranfported with joy, and to infert an abftract of your
anfwer in this paper, as Bavrzac placed at the head of his
works a letter from the cardinal de Ricurisu. I confult my
own honor, it muft be confefled, in doing this; but I confi-
der fiill more that juft applaufe and admisation which I, with
the reft of the world, am obliged on this occafion to give you.

To thofe parts of the Occafional Writer’s letter, which fhew
that you are at this jun&ure in want of fuch fervices as the
fcoundrel he perfonated might be fit to do, you make no re-
ply. The want you feem to admit, but the offer of fervice
you reject : let the public hear in what manner.
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ApstracT of the Meo--eee- r's ANSWER to
the Occafional Writer.

Pag, 1. HO you have not figned your name, I know

L you. Becaufe a man who is without all

¢ principles of honefty, who in no one thing can be relied
« upon, a betrayer of his friend, a traitor to his prince, an
¢« enemy to his country, a perjured, ungrateful, unfaithful
« rafcal, muft be you ; one who is a compofition of all thefe,
« can be only you.

Pag. 2. ¢ You are an infamous fellow, who make a repu-
¢ tation of doing mifchief; and HerosTRATUS and Nkro
« were not greater villains than you.

« You are of fo profligate a chara&er, that in your prof-
« perity no body envied you, and in your diferace no bod

perity y you, x g y
€¢ pities you.

« You were in the intereft of France, and of the pope, as
¢ hath appeared by your writings, and you went out of the
¢« way to fave yourfelf from the gallows.

Pag. 3. « You are a fellow who have no confcience at all,
¢ or a damnable complying one : and if you would lend it to
¢« me, it would be of no ufe to me.

¢ You have no abilities; you are an emancipated {lave, a
« profcribed criminal, and an infolvent debtor: and I am
« not in fuch a defperate forlorn condition, to employ a fellow
s ywho hath no talents,

*

Pag,
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Pag. 4. “« You have been a traitor, and fhould be ufed Iike
 one. And I love my mafter {o well, that 1 will never ad-
“ vife him to ufe you, left you fhould joftle me out of my
¢ employment.

“ Tue majority are of my opinion. One fide rails at you,
¢¢ the other diflikes you ; and that Parinurus would deferve
¢ to be drowned indeed, who Jet you have the rudder, if, he
“ could help it.

Pag. 5. ““ I do not value what you or your company fay of
“ me; neither am I to be frighted with a parliamentary fcru-
“ tiny. You rail at me, becaufe you envy me ; and I defpife
¢ all that a man in the impotence of difgrace can do againft
“ me, who could never terrify me in the zenith of his

¢ power.”
Then follow thefe admirable arguments,

Pag, 6,7, 8.« 1. Yoiur may talk what you will of France,
¢ Spain, and the emperor, power is fluétuating, and perhaps I
¢¢ know who is Britain’s enemy as well as another. II. Tho'
¢ we did lend the emperor a helping hand, we are not to let
‘¢ him do what he pleafes; and when we ft him up, it was
¢ good politics, and now it is equally good to take him down.
¢ III 1 donot queftion but we {hall humble him. IV. [ muft
“ tell you plainly, you and I, as to foreign affairs, differ widely
“ 1n opinion. V. When our neighbours grow faucy and en-
¢ croaching, it is high time to look about us, and not to. be
“ taken napping, VI. Iknow you are like the emperor, be-
¢ caule be is like yourfelf in ingratitude ; . and you hate our
“ friend France, becaufe you were well received there:

cole
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¢« Ir any body fays any thing of me, pray, tcll them ALL
« THESE THINGS, But for all that, I wiil net give you
“ an employment,

¢« I know you to be fo hot-headed, that when you have
¢ read this, you will vent all your malice againft me. But I
¢« do not value it; for I would rather have you my enemy
¢ than my friend.

¢« CuaNGE your names, and be as abufive and {currilous as
¢ you pleafe, I {hall find you out. I am ArisTAEUS; you
« are ProTeus. You may change to a flame; a lion, a bull,
« or a bear, I fhall know you, baflle you, conquer you, and
¢« contemn you. All your oppofition will redound to my
¢ honor and glory. And {o, fir, I {corn your proffered fer-
€ yiceh Sir,
¢ Your moft, &c.”

How great | how free! how bold! how generous! Well
may thofe who have the honor of a near approach to you,
extol the noble opennefs of your nature, which difplays itfelf
in this uncommon manner ; and think that temper in a ftatel-
man truly admirable, which lofes itfelf {o glorioufly. Did ever
ninifter {peak fo plainly, or lay bimfelf fo open to any man,
and efpecially to fuch a man as you {uppofed yourfelf writing
to at that time? Far from difcovering hatred and contempt
of fuch wretches, perfons in your fituation have generally en-
couraged, and even feared them. Nay, they have fometimes
afpired to be themlelves of that clafs ; and Seneca’s Apocolo-
cynthofis upon Craubius, is not the fole inftance of minifters,
who have dipped their pens in fatyr, to 1ail at the memery ot
a dead prinee,

Buy
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Bur now, after this honorable declaration which you have
made, after this great example which you have given, let
cvery mercenary {cribbler, every tool of fecret fervice, tremble
and defpair. Long may you live, moft noble fir, the juft
model of a minifter, who fcorns the afliffance of ﬂ:ittcry, fal-
fhood, artifice, or corruption,

I nave devoted myfelf to your fervice, and fhall certainly
attend you through every ftage of your fortune: as long as
we both draw vital air, you fhall feel the effeds of my zeal in
your caule, and T promife you very folemnly, that from hence-
forward I will live for no other purpofe; {o that Iam perfuad-
ed you will hear with pleafure the three engagements which
I think it proper to take with the public and with you.

Tue firft is, that my pen fhall conftantly preferve decency
and good manners, and fhall never be flained with any abufe
of particular perfons. I will chaftife vice, I will expofe folly,
and I will combat error, wherever I fiad them. But 1 will
never touch upon any unalterable defeds in figure, in family,
in birth, in any kind whatfoever; much lefs will I allow
myfelf to hint at any particular {candal, or even to mention
any real misfortune, which may equally befal the beft and the
worft of men; unlefs I am forced by my fubjed to it, and un-
lefs T can foften the evil by the very manner of recalling it to
memory, To attack a vice, a folly or an error, is correction.
To attack the perfon is defamation. He who writes an in-
vedtive, does a filly thing, becaufe he lofes his end ; and the
wileft of men has faid, ke that uttereth {lander is 2 fool.”
Even truth lefes it’s force in an invedive, as it does in a pa-
negyric; in one, it is thrown into the lomp with malice, in
the other, with flattery; and he who js guilty of the firft,
that is, he who writes againft the man, not againft his crimes,

his
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his follies, or his errors, feldom proves any thing more than
his own envy, and the other’s fuperiority. To conclude this -
head, he, who writes an invedive, does a bafe and wicked
thing ; becaufe his defign is to difturb the quiet, and deftroy
the peace of another man, but not to reform him, or to ferve
the public. The pen of fuch a writer, like one of thofe fcourges,
of which the profound MeisomiUs has writ fo learnedly,
while it chaftifes the perfon, ferves only to provoke thevice.

Tue fecond obligation, which I lay myfelf under, and which
equally becomes a man who writes in the caufe of truth, is
that of intire difintereftednefs.

I xnow the generofity of your nature, I know what places
and penfions have been the rewards of fome very mcan per-
formances in verfc and profe; and that R. R. ftate-writer, of
whom we are obliged to afk blefling, is moft certainly not at
the head of our profeffion. Thefe examples, and a due con-
fideration of the importance of my fervices, teach me fuffici-
ently what expectations I might entertain, without any rifque
of a difappointment. But I have neither ambition of this kind,
nor avarice. My fortune is above wanting the neceflaries, and
my philofophy above wantiag the fuperfluities of life. I there-
fore difcharge you from all obligation of rewarding my fervices;
and I wifh, for the fake of your eafe, your honor, and your
fafety, my example was likely to be followed.

Wuny we behold a great manamong a croud of difintercitcd
friends, we know that they follow his virtues, and his merit;

when we hear an orator bring over the majority of an unpre-

judiced audience to his opinicn, W€ muft impute it 1o the
force of his eloquence. But furely it is as rare for a miniftet

to have difinterelted friends, as an unprejudiced audience ; 1o
You. L Aa that
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that a number of followers can be no Pr(_:u.{* of his perfonal vir-
tues, or a majority of his eloquence,

Tue antients placed great happinefs in their inemptae dapes;
I would rather you fhould place yours in the incmpti amici,
But alas! fir, as amiable as you are, this happinefs will hardly
fall to your lot, in our degenerate age; and I know not whe-
ther to maintain your power, you may not be forced to tarnith
the luftre of your glorious adminiftration. The king has in-
deed the hearts of the people ; his fervice will always be fup-
ported by a national concurrence, becaufe his views are al-
ways direGted to the national good. This part is cafy and fe-
cure, but when once men come to diftinguifh between the
king’s fervice and yours, there will arife another part not {o
caly nor fecure. You have blended them pretty artfully to-
gether hitherto, but I doubt the difcrimination s at hand.
When that comes, you will be reduced to a melancholy alterna-
tive ; which I'beg you to think of, and to prepare for. To
quit your power and your pretenfions, and to quit them be-
fore you have eftablifhed in your room that dear brother of
yours, who does you fo much fervice at home, by tiring the
***¥%, and the nation fo much honor abroad by diverting the
C*** of F*** would indeed be hard. But on the other hand, be
pleafed toconfider that this nation has gone very far into corrup-
tion already ; that there is a point of corruption, to which no
nation can agrive and recover their liberties, if they are loft; or
even prefesrve them, if they are not loft, according to Macu1a-
vEL's obfervation; and that whoever is the inftrument of plung-
ing his country irretrievably into this abyfs, I ufe a word you
feem fond of, will fall into a terrible abyfs himfelf, and have no
fuperiority any where, but where the briber ftands before the
bribed, as the devil ftands before the finner,

2 You
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You fee, fir, how my zeal tranfports me, and carries me
upon the leaft hint, which may be improved to your honor or
fervice, even out of my fubject. I return to it, and the third
engagement which I take, is to obferve a ftri¢t impartiality.

To do otherwife, would be to a& contrary to. my nature,
and to the di@ates of my reafon. 1 have a natural abhorrence
of injuftice; and I confidered, when I firft drew my pen, mn
how- particular a manner it behoves us political writers to be
on our guard, againft falling into any partiality. The judge
is circumfcribed by forms, to the obfervance of which he is
bound ; he has the law ppen before him ; the parties, on whom
he fits in judgment are generally indifferent to him, and far
from having any of his paffions awakened, the whole man is
fometimes prone to fleep. When there is room to fufpect a
judge of partiality in a particular cafe, it is agreeable to the
practice of {fome wountries that he fhould decline prefiding at
the trial, or be obliged to withdraw at the requifition of the
party. With all thefe, and many other precautions which
wile conftitutions have eftablithed, it is neither eafy nor fafe for
the venerable fages of the law to exercife partiality. But we
political writers arenot under the fame reftraints,and are expofed
to {trong temptations. No forms are preferibed to regulate our
proceedings ; no particular laws adapted to the particular cafcs
which may occur, lic open before us The general law of rea-
fon is the only rule we have to follow s the application of this
rule requires the moft nice exadt nefs, and we areobliged to make
this application often, in pronouncing judgment on men a nd
things, when we are the moft warmly engaged in thofe civil
contefts, which the duty of our profeflion expofes us to, and cven
when our tempers are ruffled by oppofition. From which con-
fideration, the difficulty of preltrvinga {tric impartiality may

v Aas? evidently
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svident! AD0ear * oive e 1\’111. iw-\_-:,-u-r.-- t¢ -'I ,\_\j...,w_ L LI
evidentiy appear : give mc leave, however, to ilufirare tius
matter a little farther.

: , ¥I 39 eR sl
In the Athenian commonwealth, the citizen who took no

fide was deemed indiffer to the public good, and was
branded for his infamous 1 trality. Now, if {fuch an obli-
gation as this lay upon cvery private citizen in that democra-
tical government, it is certain, that we public perfons; at leaft,
ought to think ourfelves under the fame ligation, even in
this limited monarchy of ours.  Indifference it be a crime

mus, to be ranked but one degree below treacli ry:; for de-

ferting the commonwealth is next to betraying it Our duty
muft oblige us in all public difputes to take the beft fide, and
to efpoufe it with warmth : this warmth will beget warmth ;
for you know, fir, that the worft fide is not always the worft
defended.  Provocations wiil multiply daily, and we may be
attacked in the moft fenfible parts.  You, fir, yourfelf, may
for aught I know be infulted, and your [potlefs chara&er may
be defiled by fome {aucy feribbler : in this licentious age, no-
thing is held facred ; under the {pecious pretence of free-think-
ing, the providence, and the very being of Gop, have been
openly called in queftion, and refle®ions on your adminiftra-
tion may poffibly fteal into the world.

Surrosk, for a moment, that any thingfo monftrous as this
{hould happen, that you thould be direcly inveighed againft,
or which perhapsis more poignant, ironically commended 5 and
then confider how difficult it would be for a profeflfed admirer
of you, heated in the conteft, to keep his temper, and to pre-
ferve his impartiality ; you muft agree with me, the task would
be extremely difficult,

o
<)
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~ Bur Iam fure you will agree likwife, that as difficult as it
would be,a confcientious man ought to impole itupon himfelf.

Tur il effe@s of partiality in us political writers, when it
carries us to give unjuft and falfe reprefentations of men and
things will not be thought of little moment by you, who
labor for fame, and expect a-great part of your reward from
pofterity, as pofterity is to reccive a great part of the advan-
tages which your wife and virtuous adminiftration procures, in
« reviving, {fupporting, and extending credit, in opening fo
« comfortable a profpect of the payment of our debts, 1n
« ftrengthning us abroad by {fo many beneficial alliances, and
« above all in amending our morals, by the total difcourage-
¢ ment of every kind of artifice and corruption.”

Tue civil magiftrate may give away a man’s eftate, or take
away his lifc; but we can do, and often have done more ; we
fet the general charaéters and particular a&tions of men in what
light we pleafe, and deliver them down, fometimes very unjuftly,
under the moft amiable or the moft hateful colors to future ages:
for the rath fentence we pronounce 1s eagerly received, and as
cagerly tranf{mitted by thofe who are animated with the fame
paffion.

In this manner are unjuft, and even falfe reprefentations
eftablifhed, They become the general opinion of mankind,
and then, altho our works fhould grow out of date as faft as
a Gazette, which it muft be confefled happens very frequent-
ly; yet ftill the mifchicf is done, the hiftorian perpetuates the
flander which the politician broached, and triumphs in the
cotemporary authority, upon which he writes to {erve the pre-
fent turn, or to fatisfy refentment of party; fuch perfons as
have no other crime but that of differing in opinion from us,

and
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and fuch events as have no other demerit but our diflike of the
perfons who bring them about, are loaded with infamy. Po-
fterity is impofed upon as well as the prefent age, and the
children continue the fathers vengeance, without having the
fathers provocation.

Turs faint sketch of fome confequences that follow the par-
tiality of political writters, and of the danger wherein we all
ftand of being tranfported by our own paffions, or hurried by
thofe of other people, o far to be anfwerable for {uch confe-
quences, may {ufhce to fhew how much reafon there is for a
man who undertakes the career I am entering upon, to be
watchful over himfelf, amd to lay himfelf under as ftrong a re-
ftraint as I do by this folemn engagement,

InpEED, as the wotld goes, it is only by running into ex-
tremes that a flate-writer can effeCually pleafe his party, or
ferve himfelf ; the eye of party fees nothing but quite white,
or quite black, obferves no degrees between them, and can di-
ftinguith no middle color that partakes of both. The greateft
genius in writing may be expofed to fhare the fate of the
greateft genic in painting. ANNIBAL Caracae, who followed
nature and truth with the utmoft exactnefs, found his nobleft
works difcountenanced and negle@ted. He thereupon advifed
Guipo and Caravacio, his two favorite icholars, to take
quite another manner, to trace nothing faithfully, but to ont-
rage all they reprefented, the one by painting in the darkeft,
and the other in the lighteft manner. By thefe means both
of them were fure of admirers, and both of them grew rich.

To imitate thefe painters, is all our party-writers aim at
whether their manner be black or white fatyr, or panegyric,
no matter.  Their principle is to lay their colors on thick, and

fo
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to be equally in an extreme. But I hope, for my own part,
to prove that I am not of this number. On the contrary, I
will endeavor to excel in a much more difficult way, in fof-
tenings and middle teints 5 and yet by thefe to form a manner
fo ftrong, as fhall be fufficient for my own reputation, and for

our fervice. To you, who have fo fine a tafte in painting,
this attempt will, 1 flatter myfelf, be agreeable, and will fe-
cure the continuance of your favor to,

Moft noble Siw,
Your honor’s

moft devoted fervant,

February 13,
1726-7.

Tae OccasioNnal WRITER.

THE
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