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Colrepp B MTECINT

¥ the favour of the earl of Warwick, I am enabled to bring to light a very
capital artift, who defigned or improved moft of the principal and palatial
edifices erected in the reigns of Elizabeth and James L. though even his name
was totally forgotten, 1 am empowered by the {ame condelcenfion to point

out a volume of drawings of that individual architect
\]OHNTHOR.PE,

who has left a folio of plans, now in lord Warwick’s poffeffion. There are
not many uprights, but feveral ground plans of fome of the palaces and many
of the feats of the nobility, extant, eretted, or altered at that period. Of fome
he names himfelf the author—of others he either defigned, fupervifed, or pro-
poled alterations—though, according to the negligence of that age, he is not
circumftantial in particulars. There are ground plans of Somerfet-houfe ; of
Buckhurft-houfe in Suffex, an immenfe pile ; of Woolaton ; Copthall ; Bur-
leigh-houfe ; Burleigh on the Hill # (the duke of Buckingham’s) ; fir Walter
Cope’s, now Holland-houfe at Kenfington ; Giddy-hall in Effex ; Audley-
inn; Ampthill (now called Houghton) ; and Ampthill Old Houfe, another
fpacious palace in which Catherine of Arragon fome time refided, and of
which he fays he himfelf gave the plan of enlargement; and Kirby, of
which he fays he laid the firft ftone in 1570. The tafte of all thefe ftately
manfions was that baftard ftyle which intervened between Gothic and Gre-
cian archite@ure ; or which perhaps was the ftyle that had been invented for
the houfes of the nobility, when they firft ventured, on the fettlement of the
kingdom after the termination of the quarrel between the Rofes, to abandon
their fortified dungeons, and confult convenience and magnificence ; for I am
perfuaded that what we call Gothic architecture was confined folely to religious
buildings, and never entered into the decoration of private houfes. Thorpe’s
ornaments on the baluftrades, porches, and outfides of windows are barbarous
and ungraceful, and fome of his vaft windows advance outwards in a fharp
angle ; but there is judgment in his difpofitions of apartments and offices, and

% Clicfden, built by the fecond Villiers duke of Buckingham, was evidently copied in little
from his father’s feat Burleigh on the Hill.

he
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he allots moft ample {paces for halls, ftaircafes and chambers of ftate. He
appears alflo to have refided at Paris, and even feems to have been employed
there; at leaft he gives alterations for the queen-mother’s houfe Faber St
Germains, whichl fuppofe means the Luxembourg in the fauxbourg St. Ger-
main, and a plan of the houfe of monficur Jammet (Zamet).

There are feveral other fmaller feats and houfes in the book, fome with the
names of the gentlemen for whom they were built, One, which he calls
Cannons, bis Father Fakes houfe 3 and another is 2 whimfical edifice defigned
for himfelf, and forming the initial letters of his name [ conjoined by a
corridore [which I have exprefled by the dotted lines], and explained by this
curious triplet,

Thele two letters I and T, ?
Joined together as you {ee,
Is meant for a dwelling-houle for me 5

Jonn THORPE.

The volume however is a very valuable record of the * magnificence of our
anceftors, and preferves memorials of many fumptuous buildings of which no
other monument remains.

* There is a draught of the chapel of Henry VIL which he fays coft 14,0002

Vou. III. U CHAP.
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