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GEORGE BOWER,

probably a volunteer artift, ftruck a large filver medal of Charles I profilein a
peruke, the queen’s head on the reverfe. G. Bower £,

Another on the duke of York’s fhipwreck, Vide Evelyn.
Another of James, as king, and one of his queen, rather {maller.

Medals of the dukes of Albemarle,Ormond, and Lauderdale, and of the ead
of Shaftfbury—this laft is one of Bower’s beft works.

BT i LR ) T
Artifls in the Reign of James 1L

HE fhort and tempeftuous reign of James, though he himfelf feems to

have had much inclination to them, afforded f{mall encouragement to the

arts. His religion was not of a complexion to exclude decoration; but four

years, crowded with infurre@ions, profecutions, innovations, were not likely

to make a figure in a hiftory of painting. Several performers, that had refided

herein the preceding reign, continued through that of James : fuch as may pe-
culiarly be afcribed to this fhort period, I fhall recapitulate.

WILLIAM G. 'FERGUSON,

a Scot, who lived long in Italy and France, painted ftill-life, dead fowl, &ec.
While in Italy he compofed two pictures, fold in Andrew Hay's fale, reprefent-
ing bas-reliefs, antique ftones, &c. on which the light was thrown, fays Ver-
tue, in afurprifing manner. His name and the date 1679 were on them. On
another was the year 1689 ; for which reafon I have placed him between
thefe periods. He worked very cheap, and died here.

JAC QU ES: R G LESSH A

of Paris, ftudied firlt under Swanevelt, who had married one of his relations,

* Vide Graham's Englifh School,
Vor, III, Lz and
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and then improved himfelf by a journey to Italy ; pradtifing folely in per-
fpe@ive, archite@ure and landfcape. On his return home he was employed
at Marly ; but being a proteftant, he quitted his work on the perfecution of
his brethren, and retired to Swifferland. Louvois invited him back: he
refufed, but fent his-defigns, and recommended a proper perfon to execute
them. Afiera fhort ftay in Swillerland, he went to Holland, whence he was
invited over by Ralph duke of Montagu to adorn his new houfe in Bloomf-
bury, where he painted much, and had the fupervifal of the building, and
even ahand in it. Ilis work amounted to 1500/ in lieu of which the duke
allowed him an annuity for his life of 200/ a year. He received it but two
years, dying * in Soho-fquare at the age of 68 about 1694. Some of his pic-
tures, both in Jandfcape and architecture, are over doors at Hampton-court ;
and he etched after fome of his own defigns. He left a widow, but bequeathed
moft of what he had to his fellow-fufferers, the Refugees, Lord Burlington
had a portrait of him by Le Fevre.

CHARLES DE LA FOSSE,

a name little known in England, but of great celebrity in France. The
Suthor of the Abregé calls him Un des plus grands colorifles de I'école Frangoife.
He might be fo, and not very excellent : colouring is the point in which their
beft mafters have failed. La Fofle was invited to England by the duke of
Montagu, mentioned in the preceding article, and painted two ceilings for
him, the Apotheofis of Ifis, and an Aflembly of the Gods. The French
author fays that king William prefled him to ftay here, but that he declined
the offer, in hopes of being appointed firft painter to his own monarch.
Parmenticre affited La Fofle in laying the dead colours for him in his works
at Montagu-houfe. La Fofle, who arrived in the reign of James, returned at
the Revolution, but came again to finifh what he had begun, and went back
when he had finifhed.

N. HEUD®

Tived about this time, and painted in the manner of Verrio, to whom he is
faid to have been afliftant. He painted a ftair-cafe at the lord Tyrconnel’s in
Arlington-fireet, now demolifhed, and a ceiling at Bulltrode, in both which
he placed his own portrait and name. He was mafter of Mr. Carpenter
the fatuary,

* He was buried in St. Anne's.

WILLIAM
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WILLIAM DE KEIS AR,

of Antwerp, was bred a jeweller, in which profeflion he became very eminent;
but having been well educated and taught to draw, he had a firong bent
towards that profeflion, and employed all his Ieifure on it, pradifing miniature,
enamel, and oil-colours, both in finall and large. Vertue fays, he fixed at laft
wholly on the former; Graham, that he painted in little after the manner of
Elfheimer, that he imitated various manners, drew cattle and birds, and
painted tombs and bas-reliefs in imitation of Vergazon, and that he worked
fome time with Loten the landicape-painter. This laft circumftance is not
very probable; for Vertue, who was acquainted with his daughter, gives a
very different account of his commencing painter by profeffion. Having
painted fome altar-pieces at Antwerp, his bufinefs called him to Dunkirk,
Where he drew a piGure for the altar of the Englith nuns. They were fo
pleafed with it, that they perfuaded Keifar to go to England, and gave him
letters of recommendation to lord Melfort, then in favour with king James.
The enthufiaftic painter could not refift the propofal ; he embarked on board
an Englith veflel, and, without acquainting his wife or family, failed for
England. His reception was equal to his withes. He was introduced to the
king, who promifed to countenance him; and feveral perfons of rank, who had
known him at Antwerp, encouraged him in his new vocation. Tranfported
with his profpe&, he fent for his wife, ordering her to difmifs his workmen,
and convert his effeéts into money. Within half a year the bubble burft; the
Revolution happened, Keifar’s friends could no longer be his protetors, his
bufinefs decreafed, and the purfuit of the philofopher’s ftone, to which he had
recourfe in his defpair, completed his ruin. He died at the age of 45, in four
or five years after the Revolution. He left a daughter, whom he had taken
great pains to infirut in his favourite ftudy, and with fuccefs. She painted
imall portraits in oil, and copied well; but marrying one Mr. Humble, a
gentleman, he would not permit her to follew the profeflion. After his death
the returned to it, and died in December 1724,  She had feveral pitures by
her father’s han d, particularly a St. Catherine, painted for the queen dowager’s
chapel at Somerfet-houfe, and his own head in water-colours by himfelf,

~——— LARGILLIERGE,

a French portrait-painter, was in England in this reign, but went away on the

Lz 2 Revolution.
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Revolution. He drew the king and queen, fir John Warner, his daughter
and grandaughter, and Vander Meulen and Sybrecht the painters. Vertue
mentions a fmall piece (about two feet and an half high) highly finifhed by
him, reprefenting himfelf, his wife and two children. The painter is ftanding,
and lcans on a pedeftal ; his wife is fitting ; one of the children ftands, the
other fits playing with fruit and flowers: there is a peacock, and a landlcape
behind them. His fon was a counfellor of the Chatelet at Paris, and one of
the commilfarics at war in the New Brifac. He wrote for the Opera comique
and the Foire*, and died in 1747

JOHN SYBRECHTH,

of Aatwerp, painted landfcapes, and had ftudied the views on the Rhine, his
drawings of which in water-colours are more common than his piéures. The
duke of Buckingham returning through Flanders from his embafly to Paris,
found Sybrecht at Antwerp, was pleafed with his works, invited him to
England, and employed him at Cliefden. In 1686 he made feveral views of
Chatlwosth. At Newftede-abbey, lord Byron’s, are two pieces by his hand :.
the firft, a landfcape in the ftyle of Rubens’s fchool; the other, which is
better, a profpe@ of Longleate, not unlike the manner of Wouverman.
Sybrecht died in 1703, aged 73, and was buried in St. James's..

_ HENRY TILSON

was grandfon of Henry Tilfon bithop of Elphin, born in Yorkfhire, and who-
died in 1655 Young Henry was bred under fir Peter Lely; after whoife
death he went to Italy in company with Dahl, and ftaid feven years, copying
the works of the beft mafters with great diligence. He fucceeded in por-
traits, both oil and crayons, and was likely. to make a figure, when he grew
difordered in his fenfes and fhot himfelf at the age of 36. He was buried at
St. Dunftan’s in the Weft. He painted his own portrait two or three times ;
once with a pencil in his hand leaning on a buft. Behind it was written
H. Tilfona. Roma, 1687. He drew a large family-picture of his father, mother,
a younger brother, a fifter and himfelf. Dahl gave Tilfon his own picture,
inferibed behind,  Memoria per mio caro amico Henrico Tilfen fatto
Roma 1686.”

# Di&. des Theatres, vol. iii. p. 260 name J. Siberechts, 1676. T have written it as

+ Vertue faw a picture at the duke of Port- it is commonly fpelt, to prevent confulion,
land’s by this mafter, on which he wrote his
—— FANGATHE
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—— FANCATI,

an Italian, copied the portraits of James and his queen with a pen, from the
eriginals of Kneller. They were highly laboured, and came into the polleflion
of Mr. George Clarke of Oxford.

THOMAS BENFPERE

a young ftatuary who flourithed in this reign, was born in England of French
parents in 1663, His models and {mall works in marble are much com-
mended. The anatomic figure commonly feen in the fhops of apothe-
caries was taken from his original model. He carved portraits in marble from
the life for two guineas. He lived and died near Fleet-ditch in 1693.

—— QUELLIN,

eldeft fon of a good ftatuary of Antwerp, fettled here and was concerned in f{e-
veral works, which, by the only {pecimen Vertue mentions, I thould think werea
very indifferent ;. for he carved Mr, Thynne’s monument in Weltminftere
abbey. He lived in.a large old houle in Tower-fireet, St Giles’s, near the
Seven-dials,and died at the age of 33. His widow married Van OR of Mech-
lin, another ftatuary. ~Quellin’s younger brother, who followed the fame bu-
finefs, worked at Copenbagen, Dantzick and Hamburgh, and in ten years
made a confiderable fortune ; and died at Antwerp.

In a book called The art of painting, by Marfhall Smith, fecond edit, fol,
16935, mention is made of William De Ryck, a difciple of Quellin, who feems
to have been a painter, and to have come to England ; for, recapitulating fome
of this man’s works, the author fpecifies *“ a Magdalen, or the lady of Win-
chelfea;” and adds, “ his daughter Mrs. Katherine comes behind none of
her fair {ex in the art.” There is a large theet print, the condemnation of St.
Catherine, defigned, painted and engraved by William De Ryck 1684, and
dedicated to a.bithop of Antwerp.

T HOMAS$+EAST

was engraver of the feals to James II. and had learned of Thomas Simon.
Eaft was fucceeded by his nephew Mr. John Roes, who continued in that:

office till the acceflion of George L
4 CHAP.
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Gitl o A=B.t XN
Painters in the Reign of Kine WiLL1AM,

THIS prince, like moft of thofe in our annals, contributed nothing to the
ad\-’ﬂﬂCClnCElt Oi‘ arts. I__LrC was bO'l'ﬂ '11\] a COE,II]U'}" 'V\"hf.‘l‘c E:\ﬂ.c never
flourifhed, and nature had not given it to him as an embellithment to his
great qualities. Te courted Fame, but none of her minifters. Holland owed
its prefervation to his heroic virtue, England its liberty to his ambition, Eu-
rope its independence to his competition with Louis the fourteenth ; for, how-
ever unfuccefsful in the conteft, the very ftruggle was falutary. Being obliged
to draw all his refources from himfelf, and not content to acquire glory by
proxy, he had no leifure, like his rival, to prefide over the regifters of his
fame. He fought his own battles, inftead of choofing mottos for the medals
that recorded them 3 and though my lord Halifax promifed * him that his
wound in the battle of the Boyne

Should run for ever purple in our Iooms,

his majefty certainly did not befpeak a fingle fuit of tapeftry in memory of
the a&ion. In England he met with nothing but difgufts. He underftood
little of the nation, and feems to have acted too much upon a plan formed be-
fore he came over, and, however neceflary to his early fituation, little adapted
to {o peculiar a people as the Englith. He thought that valour and tacitur-
nity would conquer or govern the world; and vainly imagining that his new
fubje@s loved liberty better than party, he trufted to their feeling gratitude
for a bleffing which tliey could not help fecing was conferred a little for his
own fake. Referved, unfociable, ill in his health, and foured by his fituation,
he fought none of thofe amufements that make the hours of the happy much
happier. If we muft except the palace at Hampton-court, at leaft it is 110

# It has been obferved that T have mifquoted The true reading is but more applicable to my
lord Halifax, who does not promife king Wil purpefe. Whoever delights in fuch piddling
liam an immortality in tapeftry for his wound, criticifms, and is afterwards capable of reafon-
but tells himy, the French would have flattered ing from a paffage when he has reftified it, may
amufe himfelf in fetting. thisright. 1 leave the
paffage wrong as it (tood at firlt, in charity to
fuch commentators.

him in that manner. It isvery true: 1 mil

quoting only by memory, and happily
very accurately read in fo in

monument
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