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Architeits and other Ariifis in the Reign of GEeorGE I,

THE ftages of 'no art have been more diftinttly marked than thofe of ar-

chiteGure in Britain. It ismot probable that our mafters the Romans
ever taught us more than the conftruéien of arches. Thofe, impofed on cluf-
ters of difproportioned pillars, compofed the whole grammar of our Saxon
anceftors. Churches .and :caftles were the only buildings, I fhould fuppofe,
they erected of ftone. As no tafte was beftowed on the former, no beauty
was fought in the latter. Maffes to refift, and uncouth towers for keeping
watch, were all the .conveniencies they demanded, As even luxury was not
fecure butdn a church, fueceeding refinements were folely laid out on reli-
gious fabrics, till by degrees was perfe@ed the bold feenery of Gothic archi-
tecture, with all -ts airy embroidery and penfile vaults. Holbein, as I have
fhown, checked that falfe yet venerable ftyle, and firft attempted to fober it to
claffic meafures; but net having gone far enough, his imitators, without his
tafte, compounded a mungrel {pecies, that had no boldnefs, no lightnefs, and
no fyftem. This lafted till Inigo Jones, like his countryman and cotemporary
Milton, difclofed the beauties of ancient Greece, and eftablifhed fimplicity,
harmony, and proportion. That fchool however was too chafte to flourith
long. Sir Chriftopher Wren lived to fee it almoft expire before him; and
after a mixture .af French and Duteh uglinefs had expelled truth, without
erefting any certain fyle in its ftead, Vanbrugh with his ponderous and un-
meaning mafles overwhelmed archite@ure in mere mafonry. Will pofterity
believe that fuch piles were erected in the very period when St. Paul’s was
finifhing ?

Vanbrugh’s immediate fucceffors had no tafte, yet fome of them did not
forget that there was fuch a fcience as regular architecture.  Still there was a
Mr. Archer, the groom-porter, who built Hethrop*, and a temple at Wreft ;

* St. Philip’s church at Birmingham, Clief- of the fame perfon 5 but the chef-d’czuvre of his
den-houfg, and.a houfe at Roehampton (which abfurdity was the church of St. John, with four
as 2 fpecimen of 'his wretched talte may be feen  belfries, in Weftminfter.
in the Vitruvius Britannicus) were other works
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and one Wakefield, who gave the defign of Helmfley ; each of whom feemed
to think that Vanbrogh had delivered the art from fhackles ; and that they
might build whatever feemed good in their own eyes. Yet before I mention
the ftruggles-made by the art to refume its juft empire, there was a difciple of
fir Chriftopher Wren that ought not to be forgotten : his name was

NICHOLAS HAWKSMOOR.

At eighteen he became the fcholar of Wren, under whom during his life, and
on his own account: after his mafter’s death, he was concerned in erecting
many public edifices. So. early as Charles’s reign he was-fupervifor. ofithe
palace at Winchefter ; and under the fame eminent archite@ affifted in con-
ducting the works at St. Paul’s to their conclufion.. He was deputy-furveyor
at the building Chelfea-college, and clerk of the works at Greenwich ; and was
continued in: the fame poft by king William, queen Anne, and George the
firft, at Kenfington, Whitehall, and St. James’s ; and under the latter prince
was firft furveyor of all the new churches and of Weltminfter-abbey from the
death of fir Chriftopher, and defigned.feveral of the temples that were erected
in purfuance of the ftatute of queen Anne for raifing fifty new.churches : their
names are, St. Mary Woolnoth, in Lombard-ftreet ; Chrift-church, . Spital-
fields ; St. George, Middlefex ; St. Anne, Limehoufe; and St: George; Bloom{-
bury ; the fleeple of which is a mafter-firoke of abfurdity, confifting of an
obelifk, crowned with the ftatue of king George the Firft, and hugged by the
royal fupporters. A lion, an unicorn, and a king on fuch an eminence are

very furprifing :

The things, we know, are neither rich nor rare,
But wonder how the devil they got there.

He alfo rebuilt fome part: of All:Souls college *, Oxford, the two towers over
the gate of which are copies of his own fteeple of St. Anne, Limehoufe, At
Blenheim and Caftle-Howard he was affociated with Vanbrugh ;- at the latter
of which he was employed in erecting the magnificent maufoléum there when
he died.. He built feveral confiderable houfes for various perfons, particularly
Fafton-Nefton in Northamptonthire ;, reftored a defe® in the minfter of Be-

*Dr. Clarke, member for Oxford, and bene- fquare called Peckwater at Chrift-church, and
factor to that wniverfity, built three fides of the the church of All Saintsinthe high-ftrect there.
verley
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verley by a machine of his own invention*; repaired in a judicious manner
the weft end of Weftminfter-abbey ; and gave a defign for the Ratcliffe library
at Oxford. His knowledge in every {cience connected with his art is much
commended, and his charader remains unblemifhed. He died March 25,
1736, aged near {eventy. The above particulars are taken from an account
of him given in the public papers, and fuppoled by Vertue to be drawn up by
his fon-in-law Mr. Blackerby. Many of the encomiums I omit, becaufe this
is intended as an impartial regifter of, not as a panegyric on, our artifts. When
I have erred on either fide, in commending or blaming, I offer but my own
judgment, which is authority to nobody elfe, and ought to be canvafled or fet
right by abler decifions. Hawkimoor deviated a little from the leffons and
practice of his mafter, and certainly did not improve en them ; but the moft
«diftinguithed architect was

JAMES GIBBS,

avho, without deviating from eftablifhed rules, proved, what has been feen
in other arts, that mere mechanic knowledge may avoid faults, without fur-
nifhing beauties; that grace does not depend on rules; and that tafte is not
to be learnt. Virgil and Statius ufed the fame number of feet in their verfes ;
and Gibbs knew the proportions of the five orders as well as Inigo; yet the
Banqueting-houfe is a ftandard, and no man talks of one edifice of Gibbs,
In all is wanting that harmonious fimplicity that fpeaks a genius—and that is
often not remarked till it has been approved of by one. It is that grace and
that truth, fo much medicated, and delivered at once with fuch corre@nefs and
eafe in the works of the ancients, which good fenfe admires and confecrates,
becaufe it correfponds with nature. Their fmall temples and ftatues, like their
writings, charm every age by their [ymmetry and graces, and the juft meafure
of what is neceffary ; while pyramids and the ruins of Perfepolis only make
the vulgar ftare at their gigantic and clumfy grandeur. Gibbs, like Van-
brugh, had no averfion to ponderofity, but, not being endued with much in-
vention, was only regularly heavy. His praife was fidelity to rules ; his fail-
ing, want of grace.

He was born at Aberdeen in 1683, and ftudied his artin Ttaly. About the
year 1720 he became the architeét moft in vogue, and the next year gave the

* Of that machine, by which he fcrewed up the [abric with extraordinary art, there wasa
print publifhicd.
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alfemblage of buildings in that quarter, though ro fingle one is beautiful, al-
e edi-
fices, unbroken by private houfes, as the mind is apt to entertain of renowned
citics that exift no longe

ways ftruck me with { .n'fu].lr plmh'lc, as it conveys fuch a vifion of lar

h I think
. His arched windows,

In 1722 Gibbs publithed a large > folio of his own defligns, whicl

rm the chara&er I have given of his works

his ruftic-laced ':'\mdm'.;, his 1)\.1-:L1(:m:; building

for gardens, his cumbrous

chimney-pieces, and val es witheut grace, are ftriking proofs of his want of

tafte. IHe got 1500/ by this publication, and fold the plates afterwards for

400/, more. Ihb reputation was however eftablifhed ; :

id the following
compliment, vcigrved l)V Vertue, on his monument of Prior in Weftminfter-
abbey, thows that he did not want fond a

While Gibbs difplays his elegant deh
And Ryfbrack’s art does in the feulpture fhine,

With due compofure and proportion juft

Adding new luftre to the finifh’'d buft,

Fach artift here perpetuates his name,

And fhares with Prior an immortal fame. T. W.

'‘There are three prints of Gibbs; one from a pi&ure of Huyfling, and another
from one of Schryder, a Swils, who was afterwards painter to the king of
Sweden, and the third imm Hogarth. Gibbs was afili
and ftone, and went to Spa in 1749, but did not die tLH \
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library and prints to the Ratcliffe library at Oxford, befides charities, and

lL'“'lL‘W to his relations and friends *,

COLIN CAMPBE D 0 s

a countryman of Gibbs, had fewer faults, but not more imagination. He

publithed three laroe folios

under the title of Vitruvius Britannicus, containing

many of his own defigns, with plans of other archite@s; but he did not
forefe

fee with how much more juftice that title would be worn by fucceeding

volumes to be added to his works. One has already been given. The beit
of Campbell’s defigns are Wanit cad, the Rolls, and Mereworth in Kent; the

latter avowedly copied from Palladio, Campbell was furveyor of the works

at Greenwich ho!‘pitul, and died in 1734,

JOHN JAMES,

of whom T find no mention in Vertue's notes, was, as I am informed, con-
fiderably employed in the works at G]Lulwmh 3 “hu‘e he fettled. He built
the church there, and the houfe for fir Gu,gmy Page at Blackheath, the id\_:l
of which was taken from Houghton.  James liks‘.\llt built the church of §
George Hanover-fquare, the )ody of the church at Twickenham, and that o 1:'
St. Luke, Middlefex, which has a Auted obelifk for its ficeple. He tranflated
from the French fome books on gardening.

—— CARPENTIERE, or CHARPENTIERE,

a ﬁtuuﬂv much un]\’m,cd by the duke of (hemm: at Ca \nons, was for
TS i‘ﬂmmﬂ[ afliftant to Van Of, an artilt of whom 1 have nd no
erwards fet up for himfelf. Towards the end of his life
ture of leaden ftatues in Pi;:r.".i]iﬂj' and died 1n 1737, aged

—
)
[
e

TARLES CHRISTIAN REISEN,
the celebrated engraver of feals, was fon of Chriftian Reifen of Drontheim in

There is a farther account of Gibbs in the Eurdpean Magazine for September 1780,

Kkkz Norway,
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Norway ¥, who had followed the fame profeflion, and who with one Stykes
% . . ¢
were the firft artifts of that kind who had diftinguifhed themlelves in England;

436

The father died here, leaving a widow and a numerous family, the eldeft of
1

which was Charles €hriftian 5 who though fcarce twenty bad

I made fo rapid a
progrefs under his father’s inflru@ions, that he became the f{upport of the
tamily, and in a few years equalled any modern that had attempted the art of
intaglia. He was born in the parith of St. Clement’s Danes, and on account
of his extraction was recommended to-prince George ;5 but, being little verfed
in the language of his family, does not appear to have been particularly en-
by his royal highnefs, ‘The force of his genius however at-

courag
tracted the notice of fuch a parron as genius deferved, and always found at
that time, Robert earl of Oxford, whofe munificence and recommendation
foon placed Chriflian (by which name he is belt known) on the bafis of
fortune and fame. In the library and mufeum of that noble colleGor he

found all the helps that a very deficient education: had deprived him of: there
he learned to fee with Grecian and Roman eyes, and to produce heads after
the antique worthy of his models ;7 for; though greatly employed on cutting
arms and crefts, and fuch taftelefs fantalies, his excellence lay in imitating the
heroes and empreflfes of antiquity. F do not find that he ever attempted
cameo. The magic of thofe works, in which by the help of glafles we dif=
cover all the beauties of ftatuary and drawing, and even tlie fcience of anatomy,

has heen reftrited to am age that was ignorant of microlcopic glaffes; a
_ problem hitherto unrefolved to fatisfaCtion. Chriftian’s fame {pread beyond
the confines of our ifland, and he received frequent commiflions from Den-
mark, Germany, and France. Chriftian, as his fortune and tafte improved,
made a colle@ion himfelf of medals, prints, drawings and books; and was
chofen dire@or of the academy under fir Godfrey Kneller. On the trial of
bithop Atterbury, on a queftion relating to the impreflion of a feal, he was
thought the beft judge, and was examined accordingly. Vertue reprefents
him as 2 man of a jovial and free, and even farcaflic temper, and of much
humour; an inflance of which was, that being illiterate, but converfing with:

# The father, on his voyage to England, had" September 1666. Here he firfll began to en-
been driven by a florm to Scotland, and worked grave feals, having been only 2 goldfmith before.
at Aberdeen for onc Melvin, a goldfmith, for Afterwards he was confined in the Tower for
two years before he came to London, where he four years, on fufpicion of engraving dies for,
arrived on the fecond day of the great firc In  coining, but was difcharged without a trial.

6 men
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i AT R R A T AT D ey ; = EarY > ' e
ob wvarious countries, he had compofed a diale@t fo droll and diverting
. o

0a KH‘.:J of ufe among his acquaintance, and he threatened to
nary of it. His countenance harmonized with his humour,

ird was a conftant joke; a circumftance not worth men-

mafe thanthe bha th oo
nore than the lines it occafioned, but as th

y fell from the pen of
writer, Mr. Priori  Sir James Thorn i :

=

wn an cx-

tempore profile of Chriftian, the poet added this diftich,
This, drawn by candle-light and hazard,

\\f as

nt to thow Charles Chriftian’s mazard.

1bourhood of Covent-garden, {6

s o

our profeflors in virti. He died there of the

Wi

5, when he had not paffed the forty-fixth year of his
e, and was buried in the chm'ch-j\'.n'd on the nor

fide next to the fteps.
FYel b RIS S S T Zioptery L. o2 M .
He appointed his friend fir James Thernhill one of his cxecutors, and, dying
: : . AL
a bachelor, left the bulk of his fortune to a m:

en fifter who had conftantly
lived with him, and a portion to his brother John.

G AP X
Painters in the Reign of King Grore: II,

T is with complacency I enter upon a more fhining period in the hiftory
of arts, upon a new zra; for though painting made but feeble efforts
towards advancement, yet it was in the reign of George the fecond that
architeGure revived in antique purity; and that an art unknown to every age
and climate not only ftarted into being, but advanced with matter-fteps to
vigorous perfetion : I mean the art of gardening, or, as I fhould choofe to call

* He had a houfe too at Putney; a view of which, under the fatiric title of Bear{denhall, was
publithed about 1720, Vide Brit. Topogr. vol. ii, p: 280
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