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49 THE JOASSAMEE PIRATES

in a boat from the main. Here they were detained by the
Sheik, but at length he provided them with a boat for the
conveyance of themselves and dispatches to Bushire. From
this place they proceeded to Boml bay; but of all the com-
pany only two survived. A Mr. Jowl, an officer of a
merchant slup, and an English sailor named Penmel together
with Ih\, bag of letters and dispatches.

[n the |UH{)“.‘.'U.”‘ year, two Ii.)nh»n brigs, the Shannon,
Capt. Babcock, and the Trimmer , Capt. (.anmuga. were
on their voyage fmm Bombay to Luw‘rmh These were
both attacke d 1ear the Islands of Polior and Kenn, by
geveral boats, and after a slight resistance on the part of
the Shannon only, were taken possession of, and a part
of i,]m crew of z;-,tr_.in, cruelly put to the sword. Capt.
Babcock, having been seen by one of the Arabs to
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discharge a musket during the contest, was taken by them

on shore ; and afier a :m"-xu]!:'i?nn on his fate, it was de-
termined that he should forfeit the arm by which this act

of resistance was comn miul [t was accordingly severed la
from his body by one stroke of a s abre, and no ~tfps were »
taken either to bind up the wound, or to prevent hig
bleeding to death. Thr C'J_'tl. himself, had yet suffi-

cient presence of mind'] hr:'.fm's-:r to think of his own

safety, and there being ne ar him some clarified butter, he
procured this to be ua_eq{(_-(‘.: and while yet warm, thrust \
the bleeding stump s:I'lm arm into it. It had the effect of
lessening the effusion ]r.;: d, and ultimately of saving a

life that would rJiI:e-;'u'E.-r_: st probably have been lost.

The crew were [h{"n all made }');'i~'c-t'?{-r-4._ and taken to a

port of Arabia, from whence the ey gradually dispersed and ,
escaped. The vessels themselves were _rlm.m;ml]} armed, s

one of them un.mnhr;w twenty guns, manned with Arab
crews, and sent from Ras-e |~Mn ma to cruise in the gulf,
where they e Jmmtm d many piracies.
In the year i”‘("“ the force of the Joassamees 'rlz‘\mrf
gradually increased. and i:f:f.'.umiiu;z flushed with the p1 ride
of victory, their ;.1~Hliiz”_’ attacks on the British fl: 2 were
more numerous and more de sperate than ever. The first &
of these was on the ship Minerva, of Bombay, on 11@.1‘ Voy-
age to Bussorah. The attack was commenced by several
boats, (for they never eruize singly,) and a spirited resis
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tance in a running fight was kept up at intervals for sev-
eral days in succession. A favorable moment offered,
however, for boarding; the ship was overpowered by
numbers, and carried amidst a general massacre. The
captain was said to have been cut up into separate pieces,
and thrown overboard by fragments ; the second mate and
carpenter alone were spared, probably to make use of
their_services ; and an Armenian lady, the wife of Lieut.
Taylor, then at Bushire, was reserved perhaps for still
greater suflerings. But was subsequently ransomed for a
large sum.

A few weeks after this, the Sylph, one of the East In-
dia Company’s cruisers, of sixly tons and mounting eight
ouns, was accompanying the mission under Sir Harford
Jones, from Bombay, to Persia; when being separated from
the rest of the squadron, she was attacked in the gulf by
a fleet of dows. These bore down with all the menacing
attitude of hostility ; but as the commander, Lieut. Gra-
ham had received orders from the Bombay government,
not to open his fire on any of these vessels until he had
been first fired on himself, the ship was hardly prepared
for battle, and the colors were not even hoisted to apprise
them to what nation she belonged. The dows approached,
threw their lone overhanging prows across the Sylph’s
beam, and pouring in a shower of stones on her deck,
beat down and wounded almost every one who stood on
it. They then boarded, and made the ship an easy prize,
before more than a single shot had been fired, and.in
their usual way, put every one whom they found alive to
the sword. Lieut. Graham fell, covered with wounds,
down the fore hatchway of his own vessel, where he was
dragged by some of the crew into a store room, in which
they had secreted themselves, and barricadoed the door
with a crow-bar from within. The cruiser was thus com-
pletely in the possession of the enemy, who made sail on
her, and were bearing her off in triumph to their own port,
in company with their boats. Soon after, however, the
commodore of the squadron in the Neried frigate hove in
sight, and perceiving this vessel in company with the
dows, judged her to be a prize to the pirates. She ac-
cordingly gave them all chase, and coming up with the
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