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THE PIRATES DEFEATED. 47

Khyma, the chief port of the pirates within the gulf.
Here the squadron anchored abreast of the town, dr'trl the
troops were landed under cover of the ships and boats.
The inl'nabiiants of the town assembled in crowds to repel
the invaders; but the firm line, the regular volleys, and
the steady ch'urre of the troops at the point of the bayo-
net, overcame every obstacle, and multiplied the heaps of
the slain. A general conflagration was then ordered, and
a general pItm:lf- to-the trmaps was permitted. The town
was set on fire in all parts, and about sixty sail of boats
and dows, with the Minerva, a ship which the y had taken,
then lying in the roads were all burnt and dmtlmed
The ('omplere conquest of the place was thus effected
with very ftrifling loss on the part of the besiegers, and
some plunder collected ; though it was thought that most
of the treasure and valuables had been removed into the
interior. This career of victory was suddenly damped by
the report of the approach of a large body of troops from
the interior, and although none of thu:e were seen, this
ideal reinforcement induced the besiegers to withdraw.
The embarkation took place at daylight in the morning ;
and while the fleet remained at anchor during the whole
of the day, parties were still seen assembling on the shore,
displ ying their colors, brandishing their spears, and hlmﬂ'
muskets from all points ; so that the conquest was =Larce]y
as complete as could be wished, since no formal act of
submission had yet been shown. The expedition now
sailed to Linga. a small port of the Joassamees, and burnt
it to the ground. The force had now become separated,
the greater portion of the troops being sent to Muscat for
supplies, or being deemed unnccosmn and some of the
vessels sent on qcp'udt-s, services of Blockading passages,
&c. The remaining portion of the hl()d\achn!f squadron
COIl‘-“-I&TlT]ﬂ‘ of La Chiffone, frigate, and four of the Cruisers,”
the '\Inrmnfrtrm Ternate, \dm11u~, and Fury, and two
transports, with five hundred troops from Linga, then pro-
ceeded to Luft, another port of the Joassamees. As the
channel here was narrow and difficult of approach, the
ships were w arped into their stations of anchoraze, and a
summons sent on shore, as the people had not here aban-
doned their town, hut were found at their posts of defence,
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48 THE JOASSAMEE PIRATES.

in a large and strong castle with m‘m} batteries, redoubts,
&e. The qummfmb being TI{"‘ltt‘(l with disdain, the troops
were landed with Col. Smith at their head; and while
forming on the beach a slight skirmish took place with
such of the inhabitants of the tow n, as fled for shelter to
the castle. The troops then advanced towards the for-
tress, which is desecribed to have had walls fourteen feet
thick, pierced with loop holes, and only one entrance
through a small gate, well cased with iron bars and bolts,
in the strongest manner. With a howitzer taken for the
occasion, it was intended to. have blown this gate open,
and to have taken the place by storm ; but on lF"’tf_,hInﬂ' it
while the ranks opened, and the men sought to surround
the castle to seek for some other entrance at the same time,
they were picked off so rapidly and unexpectedly from the
loop holes above, that a general flight took ]h.. , the
howitzer was abandoned, even before it had been fired,
and both the officers and the troops r‘if.'aught shelter by
lying down behind the ridges of sand and little hillocks
mmlml ately underneath the castle walls. An Irish officer,
jumping up from his hiding place, and calling on some of
his comrades to follow him in an atte mpt to rescue the
howitzer, was killed in the enterprise. Such others as
even athd their heads to look around them, were picked
off by the musketry from above; and the whole of the
troops lay therefore hidden in this way, until the darkness
of the night favored their e scape 1o the beach, where they
mbarked after sunset, the enemy having made no sally on
1.11(;-11‘1 from the fort. A second summons was sent lo the
chief in the castle, threatening to bombard the town from
a nearer anchorage if he did not submit, and no quarter
afterwards sh :u.u. With the dawn of morning, all eyes
were directed to the fortress, when, to the surprise of the
whole squadron, a man was seen waving the British Union
flag on the summit of its walls. It was lieutenant Hall,
who commanded the -Fury which was one of the vessels
nearest the shore. During the night he had gone on shore
alone, taking an union-jack in his hand, :mal advanced
cmfr]v to the castle gate. The fortress had already been
\bandoned by the ¢ lmt number of the inhabita mtb, but
some few still remained thue These fled at the approach
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THE PIRATES ABANDON THE CASTLE. 49

of an individual supposing him to be the herald of those who
were to follow. Be this as it may, the castle was entirely
abandoned, and the British flag waved on its walls by this
daring officer, to the surprise and admiration of all the
fleet. The town and fortifications were then taken pos-
session of. After sweeping round the bottom of the gulf;
the expedition returned to Muscat.
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The -dﬂ'?'!:?t-g Intrepidity of Lieut. Hall.

On the sailing of the fleet from hence, the forces were
augmented by a body of troops belonging to the Imaun
of Muscat, destined to assist in the recovery of a place call-
ed Shenaz, on the coast, taken by the Joassamees. On
their arrival at this place, a summons was sent, command-
ing the fort to surrender, which being refused, a bombard-
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