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62 AN ACCOUNT OF RAHMAH - BEN - JAB1R.

when a loud roar of laughter burst from the whole assem¬
bly, when I ventured to express my dissent from the gen¬eral feeling of admiration for such a man.

This barbarous pirate in the year 1827 , at last expe¬rienced a fate characteristic of the whole course of h .s life.
His violent aggressions having united the Arabs of Bah-
rene and Ratifie against him , they blockaded his port of
Daman , from which Rahmah -ben-Jabir , having left a gar¬rison in the fort under his son , had sailed in a well
appointed bugalow , for the purpose of endeavoring to raise
a confederacy of his friends in his support . Having failed
in this object he returned to Daman , and in spite of the
boats blockading the port , succeeded in visiting his garri¬son , and immediately re-embarked , takipg with him his
youngest son . On arriving on board his bugalow , he was
received by his followers with a salute , which decisive
indication of his presence immediately attracted the atten¬
tion of his opponents , one of whose boats commanded bythe nephew of the Sheikh of Bahrene , proceeded to
attack him . A desperate struggle ensued , and the Sheikh
finding after some time that he had lost nearly the whole
of his crew by the fire of Rahmah ’s boat , retired for rein¬
forcements . These being obtained , he immediately re¬
turned singly to the contest . The fight was renewed with
redoubled fury ; when at last , Ramah , being informed , ( for
he had been long blind, ) that his men were falling fast
around him , mustered the remainder of the crew , and
issued orders to close and grapple with his opponent.When this was effected , and after embracing his son , he
was led with a lighted torch to the magazine , which in¬
stantly exploded , blowing his own boat to atoms and set¬
ting fire to the Shaikh ’s , which immediately afterwards
shared the same fate . Sheikh Ahmed and a few of his
followers escaped to the other boats ; but only one of
Rahmah ’s brave crew was saved ; and it is supposed that
upwards of three hundred men were killed in this heroic
contest.
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