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62 AN ACCOUNT OF RAHMAH-BEN-JABIR.

when a loud roar of laughter burst from the whole assem-
bly, when I ventured to express my dissent from the gen-
eral feeling of admiration for such a man.

This barbarous pirate in the year 1827, at last expe-
rienced a fate characteristic of the whole course of hs life.
His violent aggressions having united the Arabs of Bah-
renc and Ratiffe against him, they blockaded his port of
Daman, from which Rahmah-ben- Lu.r having left a gar-
rison in the fort under his son, had sailed in a well
appointed bugalow, for the purpose of endeavoring to raise
a confederacy of his friends in his support. Havi ing failed
1n this nh:u‘l he returned to Daman, and in spite of the
boats blockadi ing the port, succeeded in visiting his garri-
son, and immediately re- lI]llkH] ed, taking mth him his
vmmge st son.  On arriving on board his bll_‘-‘-" low, he was N
received by his followers with a salute, which decisive
indication of his presence imme 'LLI.c].T'G-E atiracted the atten-
tion of his opponents, one of whose boats commanded by
the nephew of the Sheikh of Bahrene, proceeded to
attuc‘i him. A desperate struggle ensued, and the Sheikh
finding after some time that he had lost ne arly the whole
of his erew by the fire of Rahmah’s boat, retired for rein-
forcements. These being obtained, he immediately re-
turned singly to the contest. The ficht was renewed with
redoubled fury ; when at last, Ramah, being informed, (for
he had been mng blind,) that his men were falling fast
around him, mustered the remainder of the crew, and
1ssued 'C.rl'-.,[f.“..'w to close and grapple with his opponent.
When this was effected, and after embracing his son, he

"'fii':-i led with a lighted torch to the magazine, which in- r
tantly exnloded, blowing JI'!:'.*E' own boat to atoms and set-

i.in_r__r: T‘rr.. ti f' e Shail . vhich i:l';f.:‘tr-:],:_elf--_-; z*.,:‘r_:'_i'\x'ardst
shared the same f{ate. 2?.-.:';:'-1_]t.i: Ahmed and a few of his
followers ese aped to the other boats: but only one of
| Rahmah's brave crew 1:.'::.- :-:-'-_&-'[_'*.sé; and 1t 1s supposed that
upwards of three hur men were killed in this heroie

contest.
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