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72 the life of lafitte.

Mr . Lafitte then went off in a boat to examine her , ven¬
turing so far that he could not escape from the pinnace
sent from the brig , and making towards the shore , bearing
British colors and a flag of truce . In this pinnace were
two naval officers . One was Capt . Lockyer , commander
of the brig . The first question they asked was , where was
Mr . Lafitte ? he not choosing to make himself known to
them , replied that the person they inquired for was on
shore . They then delivered to him a packet directed to
Mr . Lafitte , Barrataria , requesting him to take particularcare of it , and to deliver it into Mr . Lafitte ’s hands . He
prevailed on them to make for the shore , and as soon as
they got near enough to be in his power , he made himself
known , recommending to them at the same time to con¬
ceal the business oh which they had come . Upwards of
two hundred persons lined the shore , and it was a general
cry amongst the crews of the privateers at Grand Terre,
that those British officers should be made prisoners and
sent to New Orleans as spies . It was with much diffi¬
culty that Lafitte dissuaded the multitude from this intent,and led the officers in safety to his dwelling . He thought
very prudently that the papers contained in the packet
might be of importance towards the safety of the countryand that the officers if well watched could obtain no intel¬
ligence that might turn to the detriment of Louisiana . He
now examined the contents of the packet , in which he
found a proclamation addressed by Col . Edward Nichalls,in the service of his Brittanic Majesty , and commander of
the land forces on the coast of Florida , to the inhabitants
of Louisiana . A letter from the same to Mr . Lafitte , the
commandant of Barrataria ; an official letter from the hon¬
orable W . H . Percy , captain of the sloop of war Hermes,directed to Lafitte . When he had perused these letters,
Capt . Lockyer enlarged on the subject of them , and pro¬posed to him to enter into the service of his Britannic
Majesty with the rank of post captain and to receive thecommand of a 44 gun frigate . Also all those under hiscommand , or over whom he had sufficient influence . Hewas also offered thirty thousand dollars , payable at Pensa¬cola , and urged him not to let slip this opportunity of
acquiring fortune and consideration . On Lafitte ’s requir-
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mg a few days to reflect upon these proposals , Capt . Lock-
yer observed to him that no reflection could be necessary,
respecting proposals that obviously precluded hesitation,
as he was a Frenchman and proscribed by the American
government . But to all his splendid promises and daring
insinuations , Lafitte replied , that in a few days he would
give a final answer ; his object in this procrastination being
to gain time to inform the officers of the state governrnen
of this nefarious project . Having occasion to go to some
distance for a short time , the persons who had proposed
to send the British officers prisoners to New Orleans , went
and seized them in his absence , and confined both them
and the crew of the pinnace , in a secure place , leaving a
guard at the door . The British officers sent for Lafitte;
but he fearing an insurrection of the crews of the privateers
thought it advisable not to see them , until he had first per¬
suaded their captains and officers to desist from the meas¬
ures on which they seemed bent . With this view he rep¬
resented to the latter that , besides the infamy that would
attach to them , if they treated as prisoners , people whc
had come with a flag of truce , they would lose the oppor¬
tunity of discovering the projects of the British against
Louisiana.

Early the next morning Lafitte caused them to be re¬
leased from their confinement and saw them safe on board
their pinnace apologizing the detention . He now wrote
to Capt . Lockyer the following letter.

To Captain Lockyer.
Barrataria , 4 th Sept. 1814.

Sir—The confusion which prevailed in our camp yester
day and this morning , and of which you have a complete
knowledge , has prevented me from answering in a precise
manner to the object of your mission ; nor even at this
moment can I give you all the satisfaction that you desire ;
however , if you could grant me a fortnight , I would be
entirely at your disposal at the end of that time . This
delay is indispensable to enable me to put my affairs in
order . You may communicate with me by sending a boat
to the eastern point of the pass , where I will be found.
You have inspired me with more confidence than the
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vdmiral , your superior officer, could have done himself;
with you alone , I wish to deal , and from you also I will
claim , in due time the reward of the services , which I may

Yours , & c.render to you. J . LAFITTE.

His object in writing that letter was , by appearing dis¬
posed to accede to their proposals , to give time to commu¬
nicate the affair to the officers of the state government,
and to receive from them instructions how to act , under
circumstances so critical and important to the country
He accordingly wrote on the 4th September to Mr . Blanque,
one of the representatives of the state , sending him all the
papers delivered to him by the British officers with a letter
addressed to his excellency , Gov . Claiborne of the state of
Louisiana.

To Gov . Claiborne.
Barrataria , Sept . 4th, 1814.

Sir—In the firm persuasion that the choice made of you
to fill the office of first magistrate of this state , was dicta¬
ted by the esteem of your fellow citizens , and was confer¬
red on merit , I confidently address you on an affair on
which may depend the safety of this country . I offer to
you to restore to this state several citizens , who perhaps in
your eyes have lost that sacred title . I offer you them,
however , such as you could wish to find them , ready to
exert their utmost efforts in defence of the country . This
point of Louisiana , which I occupy , is of great importance
in the present crisis . I tender my services to defend it;
and the only reward I ask is that a stop be put to the pro¬
scription against me and my adherents , by an act of
oblivion , for all that has been done hitherto . I am the
stray sheep wishing to return to the fold . If you are
thoroughly acquainted with the nature of my offences, I
should appear to you much less guilty , and still worthy to
discharge the duties of a good citizen . I have never sailed
under any flag but that of the republic of Carthagena , and
my vessels are perfectly regular in that respect . If I could
have brought my lawful prizes into the ports of this state,
I should not have employed the illicit means that have
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caused me to be proscribed . I decline saying more on
the subject , until I have the honor of your excellency ’s
answer , which I am persuaded can be dictated only by
wisdom. Should your answer not be favorable to my
ardent desires , I declare to you that I will instantly leave
the country , to avoid the imputation of having cooperated
towards an invasion on this point , which cannot fail to
take place , and to rest secure in the acquittal of my con¬
science

I have the honor to be
your excellency ’s , &c.

J . LAFITTE.

The contents of these letters do honor to Lafitte ’s judg¬
ment , and evince his sincere attachment to the American
cause . On the receipt of this packet from Lafitte , Mr.
Blanque immediately laid its contents before the governor,
who convened the committee of defence lately formed of
which he was president ; and Mr . Rancher the bearer of
Lafitte ’s packet , was sent back with a verbal answer to
desire Lafitte to take no steps until it should be deter¬
mined what was expedient to be done ; the message also
contained an assurance that , in the meantime no steps
should be taken against him for his past offences against
the laws of the United States.

At the expiration of the time agreed on with Captain
Lockyer , his ship appeared again on the coast with two
others , and continued standing off and on before the pass
for several days . But he pretended not to perceive the
return of the sloop of war , who tired of waiting to no pur¬
pose put out to sea and disappeared.

Lafitte having received a guarantee from General Jack-
son for his safe passage from Barrataria to New Orleans
and back , he proceeded forthwith to the city where he had
an interview with Gov . Claiborne and the General . After
the usual formalities and courtesies had taken place between
these gentlemen , Lafitte addressed the Governor of Lou¬
isiana nearly as follows . I have offered to defend for you
that part of Louisiana I now hold . But not as an outlaw,
would I be its defender . In that confidence , with which
you have inspired me , I offer to restore to the state many
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