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THE BATTLE OF NEW ORLEANS, 79

“ Done at the City of Washington , the sixth day of

February , in the year one thousand eight hundred

and fifteen, and of the independence of the United

States the thirty -ninth.
“ By the President,

“ James Madison.

“ James Monroe,
Acting Secretary of State .”

The morning of the eighth of January , was ushered in

with the discharge of rockets , the sound of cannon , and

the cheers of the British soldiers advancing to the attack.

The Americans , behind the breastwork , awaited in calm

intrepidity their approach . The enemy advanced in close

column of sixty men in front , shouldering their muskets

and carrying fascines and ladders . A storm of rockets

preceded them , and an incessant fire opened from the bat¬

tery , which commanded the advanced column . The mus¬

ketry and rifles from the Kentuckians and Tenneseeans,

joined the fire of the artillery , and in a few moments was

heard along the hne a ceaseless , rolling fire , whose tremen¬

dous noise resembled the continued reverberation of thun¬

der . One of these guns , a twenty -four pounder , placed

upon the breastwork in the third embrasure from the river,,
drew , from the fatal skill and activity with which it was

managed , even in the heat of battle , the admiration of

both Americans and British ; and became one of the points
most dreaded by the advancing foe.

Here was stationed Lafitte and his lieutenant Dominique
and a large band of his men , who during the continuance
of the battle , fought with unparalleled bravery . The
British already had been twice driven back in the utmost
confusion , with the loss of their Commander - in -chief , and
two general officers.

Two other batteries were manned by the Barratarians,
who served their pieces with the steadiness and precision
of veteran gunners . In the first attack of the enemy , a
column pushed forward between the levee and river ; and

so precipitate was their charge that the outposts were
forced to retire , closely pressed by the enemy . Before the

batteries could meet the charge , clearing the ditch , they



80 THE LIFE OF LAFITTE.

gained the redoubt through the embrasures , leaping over
the parapet , and overwhelming by their superior force the
small party stationed there.

Lafitte , who was commanding in conjunction with his
officers , at one of the guns , no sooner saw the bold move¬
ment of the enemy , than calling a few of his best men byhis side, he sprung forward to the point of danger , and
clearing the breastwork of the entrenchments , leaped , cut¬
lass in hand , into the midst of the enemy , followed by a
score of his men , who in many a hard fought battle uponhis own deck , had been well tried.

Astonished at the intrepidity which could lead men to
leave their entrenchments and meet them hand to hand,and pressed by the suddenness of the charge , which was
made with the recklessness , skill and rapidity of practisedboarders bounding upon the deck of an enemy ’s vessel,
they began to give way , while one after another , two Brit¬
ish officers fell before the cutlass of the pirate , as they were
bravely encouraging their men . All the energies of the
British were now concentrated to scale the breastwork,which one daring officer had already mounted . While
Lafitte and his followers, seconding a gallant band of vol¬
unteer riflemen , formed a phalanx which they in vain
assayed to penetrate.

The British finding it impossible to take the city and the
havock in their ranks being dreadful , made a precipitateretreat , leaving the field covered with their dead and
wounded.

General Jackson , in his correspondence with the secre¬
tary of war did not fail to notice the conduct of the “ Cor¬
sairs of Barrataria, ” who were , as we have already seen,
employed in the artillery service . In the course of the
campaign they proved , in an unequivocal manner , that
they had been misjudged by the enemy , who a short time
previous to the invasion of Louisiana , had hoped to enlistthem in his cause . Many of them were killed or woundedin the defence of the country . Their zeal , their courage,and their skill , were remarked by the whole army , whocould no longer consider such brave men as criminals . Ina few days peace was declared between Great Britain andthe United States.
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The piratical establishment of Barrataria having been
broken up and Lafitte not being content with leading an
honest , peaceful life, procured some fast sailing vessels,
and with a great number of his followers, proceeded to
Galvezton Bay , in Texas , during the year 1819 ; where he
received a commission from General Long ; and had five
vessels generally cruising and about 300 men . Two open
boats bearing commissions from General Humbert , of Gal¬
vezton , having robbed a plantation on the Marmento river,
of negroes , money , &c . were captured in the Sabine river,
by the boats of the United States schooner Lynx . One
of the men was hung by Lafitte, ' who dreaded the ven¬
geance of the American government . The Lynx also
captured one of his schooners , and her prize that had been
for a length of time smuggling in the Carmento . One
of his cruisers , named the Jupiter , returned safe to Galvez¬
ton after a short cruise with a valuable cargo , principally
specie ; she was the first vessel that sailed under the au¬
thority of Texas . The American government well know¬

ing that where Lafitte was , piracy and smuggling would be
the order of the day , sent a vessel of war to cruise in the
Gulf of Mexico , and scour the coasts of Texas . Lafitte
having been appointed governor of Galvezton and one of
the cruisers being stationed off the port to watch his mo¬
tions , it so annoyed him that he wrote the following letter
to her commander , Lieutenant Madison.

To the commandant of the American cruiser, off the port
of Galvezton.

Sir—I am convinced that you are a cruiser of the navy,
ordered by your government . I have therefore deemed it

proper to inquire into the cause of your lying before this
port without communicating your intention . I shall by
this message inform you , that the port of Galvezton belongs
to and is in the possession of the republic of Texas , and
was made a port of entry the 9th October last . And
whereas the supreme congress of said republic have thought
proper to appoint me as governor of this place , in conse
quence of which , if you have any demands on said govern¬
ment , or persons belonging to or residing in the same , you
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