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expedition was now sent to dislodge Mitchell and his com¬
rades from the island he had taken possession of ; after
coming to anchor , a summons was sent for him to surren¬
der , which was answered by a brisk cannonade from his
breastwork . The vessels were warped close in shore ; and
the boats manned and sent on shore whilst the vessels
opened upon the pirates ; the boat ’s crews landed under a
galling fire of grape shot and formed in the most undaunted
manner ; and although a severe loss was sustained they
entered the breastwork at the point of the bayonet ; after
a desperate fight the pirates gave way , many were taken
prisoners , but Mitchell and the greatest part escaped to the
Cypress swamps where it was impossible to arrest them.
A large quantity of dry goods and specie together with
other booty was taken . Twenty of the pirates were taken
and brought to New Orleans , and tried before Judge Hall,of the Circuit Court of the United States , sixteen were
brought in guilty ; and after the Judge had finished pro¬
nouncing sentence of death upon the hardened wretches,several of them cried out in open court , Murder —by God.

Accounts of these transactions having reached Lafitte,he plainly perceived there was a determination to sweepall his cruisers from the sea ; and a war of extermination
appeared to be waged against him.

In a fit of desperation he procured a large and fast sail¬
ing brigantine mounting sixteen guns and having selected
a crew of one hundred and sixty men he started without
any commission as a regular pirate determined to rob all
nations and neither to give or receive quarter . A British
sloop of war which was cruising in the Gulf of Mexico,
having heard that Lafitte himself was at sea , kept a sharplook out from the mast head ; when one morning as anofficer was sweeping the horizon with his glass he discov¬ered a long dark looking vessel low in the water , but hav¬
ing very tall masts , with sails white as the driven snow.As the sloop of war had the weather gage of the pirateand could outsail her before the wind , she set her stud¬
ding sails and crowded every inch of canvass in chase ; assoon as Lafitte ascertained the character of his opponent,he ordered the awnings to be furled and set his big square-sail and shot rapidly through the water ; but as the breeze
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freshened the sloop of war came up rapidly with the
pirate , who finding no chance of escaping , determined to
sell his life as dearly as possible ; the guns were cast loose
and the shot handed up ; and a fire opened upon the ship
which killed a number of men and carried away her fore¬
topmast , but she reserved her fire until within cable ’s dis¬
tance of the pirate ; when she fired a general discharge
from her broadside , and a volley of small arms ; the broad¬
side was too much elevated to hit the low hull of the brig¬
antine , but was not without effect ; the foretopmast fell,
the jaws of the main gaff were severed and a large propor¬tion of the rigging came rattling down on deck ; ten of the
pirates were killed , but Lafitte remained unhurt . The
sloop of war entered her men over the starboard bow and
a terriffic contest with pistols and cutlasses ensued ; Lafitte
received two wounds at this time which disabled him , a
grape shot broke the bone of his right leg and he received
a cut in the abdomen , but his crew fought like tigers and
the deck was ancle deep with blood and gore ; the captainof the boarders received such a tremendous blow on the
head from the butt end of a musket , as stretched him
senseless on the deck near Lafitte , who raised his dagger
to stab him to the heart . But the tide of his existence was
ebbing like a torrent , his brain was giddy , his aim faltered
and the point descended in the Captain ’s right thigh;
dragging away the blade with the last convulsive energyof a death struggle , he lacerated the wound . Again the
reeking steel was upheld , and Lafitte placed his left hand
near the Captain ’s heart , to make his aim more sure ; againthe dizziness of dissolution spread over his sight , down
came the dagger into the captain ’s left thigh and Lafitte
was a corpse.

The upper deck was cleared , and the boarders rushed
below on the main deck to complete their conquest . Here
the slaughter was dreadful , till the pirates called out for
quarter , and the carnage ceased ; all the pirates that sur¬
rendered were taken to Jamaica and tried before the Admi¬
ralty court where sixteen were condemned to die , six were
subsequently pardoned and ten executed.

Thus perished Lafitte , a man superior in talent , in knowl¬
edge of his profession , in courage , and moreover in physi-
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