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=4 THE LIFE OF LAFITTE.

freshened the sloop of war came up rapidly with the
pirate, who finding no chance of escaping, determined to
sell his life as dearly as possible ; the guns were cast loose
and the shot handed up ; and a fire opened upon the ship
which killed a number of men and carried away her fore-
topmast, but she reserved her fire until within cable’s dis-
tance of the pirate; when she fired a general discharge
from her broadside, and a volley of small arms; the broad-
side was too much elevated to hit the low hull of the brig-
antine, but was not without effect; the foretopmast fell,
the jaws of the main gaff were severed and a large propor-
tion of the rigging came rattling down on deck ; ten of the
pirates were killed, but Lafitte remained unhurt. The
sloop of war entered her men over the starboard bow and
a terriffic contest with pistols and cutlasses ensued : Lafitte
received two wounds at this time which disabled him, a
grape shot broke the bone of his right le
a cut in the abdomen, but his crew fought like tigers and

the deck was ancle deep with blood and gore; the captain R,
of the boarders received such a tremendous blow on the
head from the buit end of a musket,

as stretched him ]
senseless on the deck near Lafitte, who raised his dagger

to stab him to the heart. But the tide of his existence was |

ebbing like a torrent, his brain was aiddy, his aim faltered

and the point descended in the Captain’s right thigh;
dragging away the blade with the last convulsive energy
of a death struggle, he lacerated the wound. Again the
reeking steel was upheld, and Lafitte placed his left hand
near the Captain’s heart, to make his aim more sure ; again
the dizziness of dissolution spread over his sight, down
came the dagger into the captain’s left thigh and Lafitte
was a corpse.

The upper deck was cleared, and the boarders rushed
below on the main deck to complete their conquest. Here
the slaughter was dreadful, till the pirates called out for
quarter, and the carnage ceased; all the pirates that sur-
rendered were taken to Jamaica and tried before the Admi-
ralty court where sixteen were condemned to die, six were
subsequently pardoned and ten executed.
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T'hus p_ermhed Lafitte, a man superior in talent, in knowl-
edge of his profession, in courage, and moreover in physi-

o and he received
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cal strength; but unfortunately his reckless career
marked with crimes of the darkest dye.

“ He was the mildest manner’d man,
That ever scuttled ship or cut a throat;
With such true breeding of a gentleman,
You never could discern his real thought.
Pity he loved an adventurous life’s variety,
He was so great a loss to good society.”
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