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GIBBS TAKEN PRISONER OF WAR. 99

captured the British sloop-of-War, Peacock, off the coast
of Pernambuco. Upon the return of the Hornet® to the
United States, her brave wrmnfmder, Capt. Lawrence, was
promoted for his gallantry to the command of the unfortu-
nate Chesapeake, and to which he was followed by young
Gibbs, who tUn:k a very distinguished part in the engage-
ment with the Shanpnon, which resulted in the death of
[.awrence and the capture of the Chesapeake. Gibbs
states that while on board the Chesapeake the crew previ-
ous to the action, were almost in a state of mutiny, grow-
ing out of the non payment of the prize money, and that
the address of Capt. Lawrence was received by them with
coldness and murmurs.

After the engagement, Gibbs became with the survivors
of the crew a prisoner of war, and as such was confined in
Dartmoor prison until exchanged.

After his exchange, he returned to Boston, where having
determined to abandon the sea, he applied to his friends in
Rhode Island, to assist him in commencing business ; they
accordingly lent him one thousand dollars as a (‘dplldl to
begin with. He opened a grocery in Ann Street, near
what was then called the Tin Pot, a place full of aban-
doned women and dissolute fellows. As he dealt chiefly
i liquor, and had a “ License to retail Spirits,” his
drunkery was thronged with customers. But he sold his
groceries chiefly to Toose girls who paid him in their coin,
which, although it answered his purpose, would neither buy
him goods ot pay his rent, and he found his stock rapidly
dwindling away without his receiving any cash to replenist
it. By diwpdtum and inattention his new business proved
unsuccessful to him. He resolved to abandon it and again
try the sea for a subsistence. With a hundred dollars in
his pocket, the remnant of his property, he embarked in
the ship John, for Buenos Ayres, and his means being
exhausted soon after his arrival there, he entered on board
a Buenos Ayrean privateer and sailed on a cruise. A
quarrel between the officers and crew in regard to the
division of prize money, led eventually to a mutmy ; and
the mutineers gained thc ascendancy, took possession of
the vessel, landed the crew on the coast of Florida, and
steered for the West Indies, with hearts resolved to make
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100 THE LIFE OF CHARLES GIBBS.

their fortunes at all hazards, and where 1n a short time,
more than twenty vessels were captured by them and nearly
.' :i.l.._'.' }_'I-H'H |'f'l,"t"|fJP ' | f'.‘.g','...- (1 !-';}f_' 1'.1'.’ rg F"‘lllr frf ré nj .F

Havanna was the resort of these pirates, to dispose of the
plunder ; and Gibbs sauntered about this place with impt
nity and was acquainted in all the out of the way and bye
places of that hot bed of pirates, the Regla. He and his
comrades even lodged in the very houses with many of the
American officers who were sent out to take them. He
was acquainted with many of the officers, and was apprised
of all their intended movements before they left the e
bor.- On one occasion, the American ship C dl(r]:l]r Was
captured by two c). their piratical vessels oft Cape Anto-
They were busily engaged in landing the cargo, whe
the f':I‘jl::-I;- -mw ) of war, ,]..Lituh hove in ‘-]”Ht and sent her
ittack them. The pirates defended themselves
e behind a small four gun battery which IESL."_".'
had erected, but in the end were forced to abandon their
own vessel and the prize and fly to the mountains for safet
} Tum"'% found here twelve vessels burnt to the water’s

lee, and it was satisfactorily ascertained that their crews,
a ﬁ"iii!l‘-"’ to one hundred and Jfifty persons had been mur-
Jered. The crews, if it was thought not necessary other-
ays to tllﬂi"('}'e{'- of them were sent adrift in their boats, and
2quently without any thing on which they could subsist a

:-'...-;‘]--.- day; nor were all so fortunate thus to escape.
Dead mo .L e 3 “ o
Dead men can tell no tales,” was a common saying

1g them ; and as soon as a ship’s crew were taken, a
5 consultation was held ; and if it was the opinion of a
u-muut‘, 11'“1 it would be better to take life than to spare
it, a single nod or wink from the captain was sufficient ;
regardless of age or sex, all entreaties for mercy were then
made in vi ain ; they y possessed not the tender fu]mfra to
be f_Ji‘.{it'-'.hT.t‘:*._i upon |)‘ the shrieks and e 1]:““10 groans Di the
devoted ”i"“'“‘t there was a strife among them, who with
his own hands could despatch the 'Tlfflfl’\i number, and in
the shortest period of time.

Without any other motives than to gratify their hellish
PIORERILICS, (1:: their intoxicated mrm”u'-nl-cv.j blood was
not unfrequently and unnecessarily shed, and mas 1y widows
and orphans }"Ubﬂ-ﬂ} made, when the lives of the unfortu-
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GIBBS JOINS THE NAVY. 101

nate victims might have been spared, and without the most
distant prospect of any evil consequences, (as regarded
themselves,) resulting therefrom.

Gibbs states that sometime in the course of the year
1819, he left Havanna and came to the United States,
bringing with him about $30,000. He passed several
weeks in the city of New York, and then went to Boston,
whence he took passage for Liverpool in the ship Emerald.
Before he sailed, however, he had squandered a large part
of liis money by dissipation and gambling. He remained
in Liverpool a few months, and then returned to Boston.
His residence in Liverpool at that time 1s satisfactorily
ascertained from another source besides his own confession.
A female now in New York was well acquainted with him
there, where, she says, he lived like a gentleman, with
apparently abundant means of support. In speaking of
his acquaintance with this female, he says, “1 fell in with
a woman, who I.thought was all virtue, but she deceived
me, and I am sorry to say that a heart that never felt
abashed at scenes of carnage and blood, was made a child
of for a time by her, and I gave way to dissipation to
drown the torment. How often when the fumes of liquor
have subsided, have I thought of my good and affectionate
parents, and of their Godlike advice! But when the little
monitor began to move within me, I immediately seized
the cup to hide myself from myself, and drank unti the
sense of intoxication was renewed. My friends advisaed
me to behave myself like a man, and promised me their
assistance, but the demon still haunted me, and I spurned
their advice.” -

In 1826, he revisited the United States, and hearing of
the war between Brazil and the Republic of Buenos Ayres,
sailed from Boston in the brig Hitty, of PGTt-S'IIlDchj.\T'it'.I
a determination, as he states, of trying his fortune in de-
fence of a republican government. Upon his arrival he
made himself known to Admiral Brown, and communica-
ted his desire to join their navy. The admiral accom-
panied him to the Governor, and a Lieutenant’s commis-
sion being given him, he joined a ship of 34 guns, ealled
the ‘ Twenty Fifth of May.’ ¢ Here,” says Gibbs, 5]
found Lieutenant Dodge, an old acquaintance, and & nam-
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102 THE LIFE OF CHARLES GIEBS.

ber of other persons with whom I had sailed. When the E
Governor gave me the commission, he told me they wanted
no cowards in their navy, to which I replied that [ tho ught t
he would have no apprehension of my cowardice or skill '
when he became acquainted with me. He thanked me, f
and said he hoped he Q-'Fu;mll not be deceived ; upon which
we drank to his health and to the success of the Republic.
He then presented me with a H‘l‘r’t’)]‘d. and told me to wear
iiui as my companion through the doubtful struggle in
which the republic was \nﬂ.wul I told him I never
would disgrace it, so long as I had a nerve in my arm. I
remained on board the ship in the capacity of 5th Lieuten-
it, for about four [lkt.h]”lh_. during which time we had a
number of skirmishes with the enemy. Having succeeded
in gaining the confidence of Admiral Brow n, he put me in
mand of a privateer schooner, mm}ntmg two long 24
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pounders and 46 men. [ sailed from Buenos Avres, made
two good cruises, and returned safely to port. I then
pought one half of a new Baltimore schooner, and sailed

aga:n, but was captured seven days out, and carried into
o Janeiro, where the Brazilians paid me my change. |
remained there until peace took place, then returned to

i S L R P R v 1 B T = r 1-
DUSNDS AAVres, :1‘_H_l thence 1o ,-_\l_!‘»\- lnl'h.
R - r b s . A ] At T o scgn
Alter the lapse of about a year, which I passed in trav-
| P i s 3 Sl 2o ¥ | TR e e,
elling from place to place, the war between France ana
A ] i b 1 =

giers attracted my attention. Knpowing that the French
i . ! g i - el 3 e 1 AL B s |
Presented a nne f_!p}:{)i'ﬁl!l]li} 10F ;![liEEth-'i'. [ de-

termined to embark for Algiers and offer my services to
the Dey. 1 accordingly took passage from New York, in
tha &, R e Rt Dot P T ey oy
the Sally Ann, belongine to Bath, landed at Barcelona,

crossed to Port Mahon, and endeavored to make my way

to Algiers. The vigilance of the French fleet prevented
accomplishment of my f":\ﬂ'l'_-_".yn and I p roceeded to
There finding it unsafe to attempt a joeurney to

8 across the desert, T amuse .”: myself with eonte mr'] -

et os . and o H o
CATLAZe, and reviving my reco |_r.:J=}|I!.-

Fwar with the Romans. I afterwards tock passage
to Blarsetlles, and thence to Boston.

1ains of

=31

1

3
instance of the most barbarous and cold blooded
of which the wretched Gibbs gives an account in
the course of his confessions, is that of an innocent and
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INHUMAN BARBARITY. 103

beautifu. female of about 17 or 18 years of age! she was
with her parents a passenger on board a Dutch ship, bound
from Curracoa to Holland ; there were a number of other
passengers, male and female, on board, all of whom except
the young lady above-mentioned were put to death; lier
unfortunate parents were inhumanly buichered before her
eyes, and she was doomed to witness the agonies and to
hear the expiring, heart-piercing groans of those whom she
held most dear, and on whom she depended for protection !
The life of their wretched daughter was spared for the
most nefarious purposes—she was taken by the pirates to
the west end of Cuba, where they had a rendezvous, with
a small fort that mounted four guns—here she was con-
fined about two months, and where, as has been said by
the murderer Gibbs, “ she received such treatment, the bare
recollection of which causes me to shudder!” At the
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Gibbs carrying the Dutch Girl on board his Vessel.

expiration of the two months she was taker. by the pirates
on board of one of their vessels, and amor.r whor a c¢on-
sultation was soon after held, which resultec n the  jonclu-
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