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INHUMAN BARBARITY. 103

beautifu. female of about 17 or 18 years of age! she was
with her parents a passenger on board a Dutch ship, bound
from Curracoa to Holland ; there were a number of other
passengers, male and female, on board, all of whom except
the young lady above-mentioned were put to death; lier
unfortunate parents were inhumanly buichered before her
eyes, and she was doomed to witness the agonies and to
hear the expiring, heart-piercing groans of those whom she
held most dear, and on whom she depended for protection !
The life of their wretched daughter was spared for the
most nefarious purposes—she was taken by the pirates to
the west end of Cuba, where they had a rendezvous, with
a small fort that mounted four guns—here she was con-
fined about two months, and where, as has been said by
the murderer Gibbs, “ she received such treatment, the bare
recollection of which causes me to shudder!” At the
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Gibbs carrying the Dutch Girl on board his Vessel.

expiration of the two months she was taker. by the pirates
on board of one of their vessels, and amor.r whor a c¢on-
sultation was soon after held, which resultec n the  jonclu-
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THE LIFE OF CHARLES GIBBS.
sion that it would be necessary for their own personal
safety, to.put her to death! and to her a fatal dose of
poison was accordingly administered, which soon proved
fatal! when her pure and immortal spirit took its flight to
that God, whom, we believe, will avenge her ‘.nonﬂs' her
lifeless body was then committed to the deep by two of the
merciless wretches with as much unconcern, as if i1t had
boen that of the meanest brute! Gibbs persists in the
declaration that in this horrid transaction he took no part,
that such was his pity for this poor ill-fated female, that he
interceded for her life so long as he could do it with safety
to his own! 3
Gibbs in his last visit to Boston remained there but a
few days, when he took passage to New Orleans, and there
entered as one of the crew on board the brig Vineyard;
and for assisting in the murder of the un fortunate captain
and mate of which, he was ‘ii!:;L]_'-;.' condemned, and the
aw{ul sentence of death passed upon him ! 'The particu-
lars of the bloody transaction (agreeable to the testimony
of Dawes ;Lu{l ﬁmunt‘_ﬂ’, the w.n lJtmr?w-l witn i.'s_i-'r;"i‘)
are as follows : The brig Vineyard, Capt. William Thornby,
sailed from .\f,w Orleans about the 9th of November, f[}r
Philadelphia, with a cargo of 112 bales of cotton, 113
hhds. sugar, 54 casks of molasses and 54,000 dollars
specie. Besides the (:1| s 1in there were on board I"w'- brig,
William Roberts, mate, six scamen shipped at New Orleans,
and the cook. Robert _[' Jawes, one of the crew, ._-[utw on
examination, that when, about five {]'W"* out, he was told
that there was money on board, Charles Gibbs, E. ( “hurch
and the steward then determined to tEl[if} possession of the
brig. They asked James Talbot, another of the crew, to
join them. He said no, as he did not believe there was
money in the vessel. They concluded to kill the captain
and mate, and if Talbot and John Brownrigg uulfi not
1oin them, to kill them also. The next night they talked
of doing it, and got their clubs ready. Dawes dare d not
gay a word, as they declared they would kill him if he did;
as they did not agree about killing Talbot and Brownrigg,
two .hummiu it was put off, lii(:\-‘ next concluded to
kill the captain and mate on the night of November 22
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but did not get ready ; but, on the night of the 23d,
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Capt. Thormby murdered and thrown overboard by
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THE CAPTAIN AND MATE MURDERED. 107

between twelve and one o’clock, as Dawes was at the
helm, saw the steward come up with a light and a knife in
his hand ; he dropt the light and seizing the pump break,

struck the captain with it over the head or back of the
neck ; the captain was sent forward by the {ﬂow and hal-

loed, oh! and murder! once; he was then seized by
Gibbs and the cook, one by the head and the other by the
heels, and thrown overboard. Atwell and Church stood
at the companion way, to strike down the mate when he
should come up. As he came up and enquired what was’
the matter, they struck him over the head—he ran back
into the cabin, and Charles Gibbs followed him down ; but
as it was dark, he could not find him—Gibbs came on
deck for the light, with which he returned. Dawes’ light
being taken from his m, he could not see to steer, and he in
consequence left the helm, to see what was going on
below. Gibbs found thé mate and seized him, while At-
well and Church came down and struck him with a pump
break and a club; he was then dragged upon deck: they
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called for Dawes to come to them, and as he came up the
mate seized his hand, and gave him a death gripe | three

of them then lzm-'e him o rerboard, but which three Dawes
does not know ; the mate when cast overboard was not
dead, but c;..u]-ar.l after them twice while in the water!
Dawes says he was so frightened that he hardly knew what
to do. They then requested him to call Ta albot, who was
in the forecastle, saying Em prayers ; he came up and said
it would be his turn next! but The} gave him some grog,
and told him not to be afraid, as they nmﬂd not hurt him ;
if he was true to them, he should fare as well as the y did.

One nfihr"* who had been engaged 'n the hlomh deed
got drunk, and another became crazy !

.h{‘l_.__l' !ufi,no' the captain and mate, they set about over-
-HH]I.W the n:.-':?:*l. and got up one Len_' of Mexican dollars.
Th ien divided the ;1;:1._1 n’s clothes ;md money
;clnl] rs, and a gold watch. }L es, Talbot and
Brownrigg, M'\Jm were al ] Inn "H"tt of the murder,) were
obliged to do as the y were commanded—the u‘armw_, who
was pl e h Er was ordered to steer for Long
Island. On the day followin g, they divided several ke
of the specie, amounting to five thousand dollars each—m
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108 TI{E LIFE OF CHARLES GIBBS. |

they made bags and sewed the money up. After this

division, they divided the remainder of the money without
counting it. On Sunday, when about 15 miles 8. S. E. .
of Southampton Light, they got the boats out and put half :

the money in each—they then scuttled the vessel and set

fire to it in the cabin, and took to the L\uuié. Gibbs, after

the murder, ‘L=‘|rsfi charge of the vessel as captain. From

the pape rs they y learnt that the money 11c-=m-u (1 to Stepner '
Girard. With the boats they made the land about day-
light. D.mk s and his three companions were in the long

b —

1
3 _
:
4
|

Y i

e

Ghibbs ane

boat ; the others, with Atwell, were in lw jolly boat— on
coming to the bar the boats s 1 mg boat, they
threw overboard a trunk of clothes :'lﬂt'i a great doaliof
money, in all about 5000 dollars—the jolly boat foundered ;
they saw the boat fill, and heard them cry out, and saw
; them clinging to the masts —thwv weni ashore on Barron
[sland, and buried the money in the sand, but very lightly.
Soon after they met with a gunner, whom they requested




E TRIAL OF GIBBS AND WANSLEY. 109

to conduct them where they could get some refreshments.
They were by hi m f"nmluvtf‘ﬂ to Ic)immn“« (ﬂw only man
living on the island,) where they staid all picht—Dawes
went to bed at :_1bu11* 10 o’cls 'j\ Jack Brownrige set up
with Johnson, and 1a the morning Inl:E I};:a‘;tfs that he had
told Johnson all lsbmn the murder. Johnson went in the
morning w ith the steward for the clothes, w I.L h weie left
on the t op of the place where they buried the money, but
does not I}C'l ve they took away the money.

The prisoners, ((ubba and Wans sley,) were broucht to
trial at the February term of the United States Court,
holden in the city of New York ; when the foregoing facts
E,.«Hu{r satisfactorily proved, they were pronounced frm[u
and on the 11th March last, the awful sentence of IIL
law was passed upon them in the following affecting and
lnpressive manner :—The Court opened at 11 o{]-,tk,
}udqc Betis presiding. A few minutes after that hout,

Hamilton, District Attorney, rose and saitd—May it
];Ea;usc the Court, Thomas J. Wansley, the prisoner at the
bar, having been tried Iﬂ L jury of his country, and found
mn]h of the murder of c: aptain Thornby, I now move that
1,','5': ‘ntence of the Court be pronounced upon that ver-
dict.

By the Court. Thomas J. Wansle Y, you have heard
hlmt has been said by the District Attorney—by the Grand
Jury of the South District of Ie.tu York, you have been
clIIdJU'JL| for the wilful murder of captain Ihmufn ui the
brig Vineyard ; you have hun put upon your trial, and
dﬁ(‘ a p.m{ nt umi impartial heari ing, you have been found
Guilty.  The public prosecutor now moves for judgmen
on that verdict; have you um thing to say, why the sen-

tence of the law should not be im.b_«ul upon you ?

L'homas J. Wansley. 1 will say a few words, but it is

[!" ll*L}‘E of no use. I have often understood that there is

o great deal of difference in respect of color, and I hav>
E’w'-l it in this Court. Dawes and Brownrige were as
guilty as I am, and these witnesses have tried to fastea
upon me greater guilt than is just, for their life has been
given to them. You have taken the blacks from their own

country, to bring them here to treat them ill. T have seen
this. The witnesses, the Jury, and the prosecuting Attor-
10

-




	Seite 103
	Seite 104
	Seite 105
	Seite 106
	Seite 107
	Seite 108
	Seite 109

