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THEY DIVIDE THE MONEY. 127

out that we might remain outside until it suited his conve¬
nience . But as such an arrangement did not suit ours , we
immediately entered , and found sitting at a table the king.
He was a tall , muscular , ugly looking negro , about fifty
years of age . We explained the object of our visit , which
was to demand the surrender of the white men , who were
now concealed in the town , and for permission to pass up
the river in pursuit of those who had gone up that way.
He now expressed the most violent indignation at our pre¬
sumption in demanding the pirates , and the interview was
broken off by his refusing to deliver up a single man .

”
We will now return to the pirates . While at Prince ’s

Island , Capt . Gibert bought a magnificent dressing case
worth nearly a thousand dollars and a patent lever watch,
and a quantity of tobacco , and provisions , and two valua¬
ble cloth coats , some Guinea cloth and black and green
paint . The paint , cloth and coats were intended as pres¬
ents for the African king at Cape Lopez . These articles
were all bought with the money taken from the Mexican.
After arriving at the Nazareth , $ 4000 were taken from
the trunk , and buried in the yard of a negro prince . Four
of the pirates then went to Cape Lopez for $ 11,000,
which had been buried there . Boyga , Castillo , Guzman,
and the “ State ’s Evidence, ” Ferez , were the ones who
went . Ferez took the bags out , and the others counted
the money ; great haste was made as the musquitoes were
biting intolerably . $ 5000 were buried for the captain in
canvass bags about two feet deep , part of the money was
carried to Nazareth , and from there carried into the moun¬
tains and there buried . A consultation was held by Capt.
Gibert , De Soto , and Ruiz , and the latter said , if the money
was not divided ,

“ there would be the devil to pay .” The
money was now divided in a dark room and a lanthern
used ; Capt . Gibert sat on the floor with the money at his
side . He gave the mate about $ 3000 , and the other offi¬
cers $ 1000 , each ; and the crew from $ 300 to $ 500,
each . The third mate having fled , the captain sent him
$ 1000 , and Ruiz carried it to him . When the money was
first taken from the Mexican , it was spread out on the
companion way and examined to see if there was no gold
amongst it ; and then put into bags made of dark coarse
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linen ; the boxes were then thrown overboard . After the
division of the money the pirates secreted themselves in
the woods behind Cape Lopez . Perez and four others
procured a boat , and started for Fernando Po ; they put
their money in the bottom of the boat for ballast , but was
thrown overboard , near a rock and afterwards recovered
by divers ; this was done to prevent detection . The cap¬
tain , mate , and carpenter had a conversation respecting
the attempt of the latter , to blow her up , who could not
account for the circumstance , that an explosion had not
taken place ; they told him he ought to have burst a barrel
of powder over the deck and down the stairs to the maga¬
zine , loaded a gun , tied a fish line to the lock and pulled
it when he came off in the canoe.

The Panda being manned by Capt . Trotter and an En¬
glish crew , commenced firing on the town of Cape Lopez,
but after firing several shots , a spark communicated with
the magazine and she blew up . Several men were killed,
and Captain Trotter and the others thrown into the water,
when he was made prisoner with several of his crew , by
the King , and it required considerable negociations to get
them free.

The pirates having gone up the river , an expedition
was now equipped to take them if possible. The long¬
boat and pinnace were instantly armed , and victualled for
several weeks , a brass gun was mounted on the bows of
each , and awnings fixed up to protect the crew from the
extreme heat of the sun by day , and the heavy dews at
nightfall . As the sea-breeze and flood -tide set in , the
boats again started and proceeded up the river . It was
ascertained the war-canoes were beyond where the Panda
was first taken ; for fear of an ambuscade great caution
was observed in proceeding . “ As we approached a point,
a single native was observed standing near a hut erected
near the river, who , as we approached , beckoned , and call¬
ed for us to land . We endeavored to do so , but fortunate¬
ly the water was too shallow to approach near enough.“ We had hardly steered about for the channel , when the
man suddenly rushed into the bushes and disapppeared.
We got into the channel , and continued some time in deep
water , but this suddenly shoaled , and the boats grounded
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near a mangrove , just as we came in sight of a village
Our crew jumped out , and commenced tracking the boa
over the sand , and while thus employed , I observed b,
means of my glass , a crowd of natives , and some of the
pirates running down the other side of a low point , ap¬
parently with the intention of giving us battle , as they
were all armed with spears and muskets.

The men had just succeeded in drawing the boats into
deep water , when a great number of canoes were observe

lew

Explosion of the Panda.

coming round the point , and at the same instant another
large party running down to launch ; some more on the
beach , when they joined those already afloat , in all made
above twenty -eight canoes , and about one hundred and
fifty men . Having collected all their forces , with loud
whooping and encouraging shouts to one another , they led
towards us with great celerity.
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We prepared instantly for battle ; the awnings were gotdown to allow ■room to use the cutlasses , and to load the
muskets . The brass guns were loaded with grape shot.
They now approached , uttering terrific yells, and paddling
svith all speed . On board the canoes the pirates were
loading the guns and encouraging the natives . Bernardo
de Soto and Francisco Ruiz were conspicuous , in manoeu¬
vring the negro boats for battle , and commenced a strag¬
gling fire upon the English boats . In them all was still,
each man had a cutlass by his side, and a loaded musket in
his hand . On arriving within pistol-shot a well directed
fire was poured into them , seconded by a discharge of the
three pounders ; many of the balls took effect, and two of
the canoes were sunk . A brisk fire was kept up on both
sides ; a great number of the negroes were killed , and a
few of the pirates ; the English loss was small. The ne¬
groes now became panic-struck , and some paddled towards
the shore , others jumped overboard and swam ; the sharks
caught several . Captain Gibert and De Soto were now
caught , together with five of the crew ; Ruiz and the rest ~
escaped to a village , some ways inland , and with the aid / '
of a telescope it was perceived the negroes were rapidly
gathering to renew the combat , urged on by Ruiz and the
other pirates ; after dislodging them from this village, ne-
gociations were entered into by the king of Cape Lopez,who surrendered Ruiz and several men to Captain Trotter.
They were carried in the brig Curlew to Fernando Po , and
after an examination , were put in irons and conveyed to
England , and there put on board the British gun -brig Sav¬
age , and arrived in the harbor of Salem on the 26th Au¬
gust , 1834 . Her commander , Lieut . Loney , waited uponthe authorities of Salem , and after the usual formalities,
surrendered the prisoners into their hands—stating thatthe British Government waived their right to try and pun¬ish the prisoners, in favor of the United States , againstwhom the principal offence had been committed . The pi¬rates were landed at Crowningsbield wharf , and taken from
thence in carriages to the Town hall ; twelve of them,handcuffed in pairs , took their places at the bar . Theywere all young and middle-aged , the oldest was not over
forty . Physiognomically, they were not uncommonly ill
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