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178 THE ADVENTURES OF CAPTAIN ROBERT KIDD.

the better of him. But this being several years before the
facts mentioned in the indictment were committed, proved
of no manner of service to the prisoner on his trial.

As to the friendship shown to Culliford, a notorious
pirate, Kidd denied, and said, he intended to have taken
hlm, but his men buun a p'um] of rogues and villains

refused to stand by hml, and several of them ran away
fmm his ship to the said pirate. But the evidence bcmb '
full and particular against him, he was found guilty as
before mentioned.

When Kidd was asked what he had to say why sen-
tence should not pass against him, he answered, that ke
had nothing to say, but that he had been sworn against by
perjured and wicked people.  And when sentence was pro-
nounced, he said, my Lord, it is a very x’md sentence. For
my part, I am the most innocent person of them all, only I
have been sworn against by ;w;mrn’pbmm

Wherefore about a week after, Capt. Kidd, Nicholas r
Churchill, James How, Gabriel Luﬁ', Hugh Parrot, Abel
Owen, and Darby Mullins, were exccuted at Execution
Doc ]\., and afterwards hung up in chains, at some distance
from each other, down the river, where their bodies hung
exposed for many years.

Kidd died hard, for the rope with which he was first
tied up broke with his weight and he tumbled to the
ground. He was tied up a second time, and more effect-
ually. Hence ecame the »tm!, of Kidd’s being twice hung.

Such is Captain Kidd’s true history ; but it has given
birth to an innumerable progeny of traditions. The H'[JUH
of his having buried great treasures of gold and silver
which he actually did before his arrest, set the brains of
all the good people along the coast in a ferment. = There
were rumors on rumors of great sums of money found here
and there, sometimes in one part of the country sometimes
in another; of coins with Moorish inseriptions, doubtléss
the spoils of his eastern prizes.

Some reported the treasure to have been buried in soli-
tary, unsettled places about Plymouth and Cape Cod ; but
by "de grees, various other parts, not only on the eastern
coast bllf all'mg the shores of h{J b()]_{]}g and even Manhat-
tan and Long Island were gilded by these rumors. In fact
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ATTEMPTS MADE TO DISCOVER KIDD’S TREASURES. 179

the vigorous measures of Lord Bellamont had spread sud-
den consternation among the pirates in every part of the
provinces ; they had secreted their money and jewels in
lonely out-of-the-way places, about the wild shores of the
sea coast, and dispersed themselves over the country. The
hand of justice prevented many of them from ever return-
Ing to regain their buried treasures, which remain to this
day thus secreted, and are irrecoverably lost. This is the
cause of those frequent reports of trees and rocks bearing
mysterious marks, supposed to indicate the spots where
treasure lay hidden ;.and many have been the ransackings
after the pirates’ booty. A rocky place on the shores of
Long Island, called Kidd’s Ledge, has received great

attention from the money diggers ; but they have not as
yet discovered any treasures.
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