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THE PIRATES SEIZE THE FORT. 195

mined manner. He, however, hastened on board, informed
his men, and suggested the possibility of surprising the
fort during the night. Accordingly, all his men being well
armed, the» advanced to the assault; and, from the care-
lessness of the guards, they were in the garrison before the
inhabitants were alarmed. Lpou the d]@(*merv of their
danger, they took shelter in the governor’s house, and for-
tified it against, the pirates : but the latter throwing in
some nrando shells, ruined the furniture, and killed sev veral
penplt,.

The alarm was circulated in the morning, and the
country assembled to attack them ; but, unwilling to stand
a siege, the pirates dismounted the guns, pillaged the fort,
and fled to their ships.

When at sea, they mustered their hands, and found that

they were seventy strong. They then consulted among
themselves what course they should steer, and were divided
in opinion ; but by a majority it was carried to saill for
Gambia, on the coast of Guinea. Of this opinion was the
captain, who having been employed in that trade, was
acquainted with the coast; and informed his companions,
thdt there was always a large quantity of money deposited
in that castle, and he was confident, if the matter was
entrusted to him, he should *-\ucwﬂlullv storm that fort.
From their experience of his former piudt‘n(,b and courage,
they cheerfully submitted to his.direction, in the full assur-
ance of success. -
. Arrived at Gambia, he ordered-all his men below, except
just so many as were necessary to work the vessel, that
those from the fort, seeing so few hands, might have no
Slhpu*mn that she was any other than a tlcldmﬂf vessel.
He then ran under the fort and cast anchor, and having
ordered out the boat, manned with six men indi fitﬁlf_nth
dressed, he, with the master and doctor, dressed themselves
like gentlemen, in order that the one party might look like
fmemmimom and the other like merchants. In rowing
ashore, he instructed his men what to say if any questions
were put to them by the garrison.

On reaching land, the t‘!dlt}’ was conducted by a file of
musqueteers into the fort, and kindly received bv the gov-
ernor, who enquired what they were, and whence they
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came? 'They replied, that they were from Liverpool, and
bound . for the river Senegal, to trade for gum and ele-
phants teeth ; but that they were chased on that coast by
two French men-of-war, and narrowly escaped being taken.
«« We were now disposed,” continued Davis, ¢ to make the
best of our voyage, and would willingly trade here for
slaves.” The governor then inquired what were the prin-
cipal articles of their cargo. They replied, that they were
iron and plate, which were necessary articles in that place.
The governor then said, that he would give them slaves for
all their cargo ; and asked if they had any European hquor
on board. They answered, that they had a little for their
own use, but that he should have a hamper of it. He then
treated them with the greatest civility, and desired them
all to dine with him. Davis answered, that as he was
commander of the vessel, it would be necessary for him to
go down to see if she was properly moored, and to give
some other directions; but that these gentlemen might
stay, and he would return before dinner, and bring the
hamper with him.

While in the fort, his eyes were keenly employed to
discover the position of the arms, and how the fort might
most successfully be surprised. He discovered that there
was a sentry standing near a guard-house, in which there
were a quantity of arms heaped up in a corner, and that a
considerable number of small arms were in the governor’s
hall. When he went on board, he ordered some hands on
board a sloop lying at anchor, lest, hearing any bustle they
should come to the aid of the castle ; then desiring his men
to avoid too much liquor, and to be ready when he should
hoist the flag from the walls, to come to his assistance, he
proceeded to the castle.

Having taken these precautions and formed these ar-
rangements, he ordered every man who was to accompany
him to arm himself with two pair of pistols, which he
himself also did, concealed under their clothes. He then
directed them to go into the guard-room, and fall into
conversation, and immediately upon his firing a pistol out
of the governor’s window, to shut the men up, and securé
the arms in the guard-room.
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When Davis arrived; dinner not being ready, the gover-
nor proposed that they should pass the time in making a
bowl of punch. Davis’s boatswain attending him, had an
opportunity of visiting all parts of the house, and observing
their strength. He whispered his intelligence to his master,
who being surrounded by his own friends, and seeing the
governor unattended by any of his retinue, presented a
pistol to the breast of the latter, informing him that he was
a dead man, unless he should surrender the fort and all its
riches. The governor, thus taken by surprise, was com-
pelled to submit; for Davis took down all the pistols that
hung in the hall, and loaded them. He then fired his
pistol out of the window. His men flew like lions, pre-
sented their pistols to the soldiers, and while some carried
out the arms, the rest secured the military, and shut them
all up in the guard-house, placing a guard on the door.
Then one of them struck the union flag on the top of the
castle, which the men from the vessel perceiving, rushed
to the combat, and in an instant were in possession of the
castle, without tumult or bloodshed.

Davis then harrangued the soldiers, many of whom
enlisted with him; and those who declined, he put on
board the small ships, and to prevent the necessity of a
guard, or the possibility of escape, carried off the sails,
rigging and cables.

That day being spent in feasting and rejoicing, the castle
saluting the ship, and the ship the castle, on the day fol-
lowing they proceeded to examine the contents of their
prize. They, however, were greatly disappointed in their
expectations, a large sum of money having been sent off a
few days before. But they found money to the amount of
about two thousand pounds in gold, and many valuable
articles of different kinds. They carried on board their
vessel whatever they deemed useful, gave several articles to
the captain and crew of the small vessel, and allowed them
to depart, while they dismounted the guns,and demolished
the fortifications.

After doing all the mischief that their vicious minds
could possibly devise, they weighed anchor; but in the
mean time, perceiving a sail bearing towards them with all

possible speed, they hastened to prepare for her reception,
|




	Seite 195
	Seite 196
	Seite 197

