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DAVIS’S TREACHERY TO THE GOVERNOR. 197

When Davis arrived; dinner not being ready, the gover-
nor proposed that they should pass the time in making a
bowl of punch. Davis’s boatswain attending him, had an
opportunity of visiting all parts of the house, and observing
their strength. He whispered his intelligence to his master,
who being surrounded by his own friends, and seeing the
governor unattended by any of his retinue, presented a
pistol to the breast of the latter, informing him that he was
a dead man, unless he should surrender the fort and all its
riches. The governor, thus taken by surprise, was com-
pelled to submit; for Davis took down all the pistols that
hung in the hall, and loaded them. He then fired his
pistol out of the window. His men flew like lions, pre-
sented their pistols to the soldiers, and while some carried
out the arms, the rest secured the military, and shut them
all up in the guard-house, placing a guard on the door.
Then one of them struck the union flag on the top of the
castle, which the men from the vessel perceiving, rushed
to the combat, and in an instant were in possession of the
castle, without tumult or bloodshed.

Davis then harrangued the soldiers, many of whom
enlisted with him; and those who declined, he put on
board the small ships, and to prevent the necessity of a
guard, or the possibility of escape, carried off the sails,
rigging and cables.

That day being spent in feasting and rejoicing, the castle
saluting the ship, and the ship the castle, on the day fol-
lowing they proceeded to examine the contents of their
prize. They, however, were greatly disappointed in their
expectations, a large sum of money having been sent off a
few days before. But they found money to the amount of
about two thousand pounds in gold, and many valuable
articles of different kinds. They carried on board their
vessel whatever they deemed useful, gave several articles to
the captain and crew of the small vessel, and allowed them
to depart, while they dismounted the guns,and demolished
the fortifications.

After doing all the mischief that their vicious minds
could possibly devise, they weighed anchor; but in the
mean time, perceiving a sail bearing towards them with all

possible speed, they hastened to prepare for her reception,
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198 THE LIFE OF CAPTAIN DAVIS.

and made towards her. Upon her near approach they
discovered that she was a French pirate of fourteen guns
and sixty-four men, the one half French, and the other half
Negroes.

The Frenchman was in high expectation of a rich prize,
but when he came nearer, he suspected, from the number
of her guns and men, that she was a small English fnan-
of-war; he determined, notwithstanding, upon the fbold
attempt of boarding her, and immediately fired a gun, and
hoisted his black colors: Davis immediately returned the
compliment. The Frenchman was highly gratified at this
discovery ; both hoisted out their boats, and congratulated
each other. Mutual civilities and good offices passed, and
the French captain proposed to Davis to sail down the
coast with him, in order to look out for a better ship,
assuring him that the very first that eould be captured
should be his, as he was always willing to encourage an
industrious brother. :

They first touched at Sierra Leone, where they espied a
large vessel, and Davis being the swifter sailer, came first
up with him. He was not a little surprised that she did
not endeavor to make off, and began to suspect her
strength. When he came alongside of her, she fired a
whole broadside, and hoisted black colors. Davis did the
same, and fired a gun to leeward. The satisfaction of
these brothers in iniquity was mutual, at having thus
acquired so much additional strength and ability to under-
take more formidable adventures. Two days were de-
voted to mirth and song, and upon the third, Davis and
Cochlyn, the captain of the new confederate, agreed to go
in the French pirate ship to attack the fort. When they
approached, the men in the fort, apprehensive of their
character and intentions, fired all the guns upon them at
once. The ship returned the fire, and afforded employ-
ment until the other two ships arrived, when the men in
the fort seeing such a number on board, lost courage, and
abandoned the fort to the mercy of the robbers.

They took possession, remained there seven weeks, and
cleaned their vessels. They then called a council of war,
to deliberate concerning future undertakings, when it was
resolved to sail down the coast in company ; and, for the
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DAVIS CHOSEN COMMODORE. 199

greater regularity and grandeur, Davis was chosen Com-
modore. That dangerous enemy, strong drink, had well
nigh, however, sown the seeds of discord among these
affectionate brethren. But Davis, alike prepared for coun-
cil or for war, addressed them to the following purport :
“Hear ye, you Cochlyn and La Boise, (which was the
name of the French captain) I find, by strengthening you,
I have put a rod into your hands to whip myself; but I am
still able to deal with you both : however, since we met in
love, let us part in love; for I find that three of a trade
can never agree long together.” Upon this, the other two
went on board of their respective ships, and steered differ-
ent courses.

Davis held down the coast, and reaching Cape Appolonia
he captured three vessels, two English and one Scottish,
plundered them, and allowed them to proceed. In five
days after he met with a Dutchman of thirty guns and
ninety men. She gave Davis a broadside, and killed nine
of his men; a desperate engagement ensued, which con-
tinued from one o’clock at noon until nine next morning,
when the Dutchman struck. 1

Davis equipped her for the pirate service, and called her
“'The Rover.” With his two ships he sailed for the bay
of Anamaboa, which he entered about noon, and took
several vessels which were there waiting to take in negroes,
gold, and elephants’ teeth. Davis made a present of one
of these vessels to the Dutch captain and his crew, and
allowed them to go in quest of their fortune. When the
fort had intelligence that they were pirates, they fired at
them, but without any effect ; Davis fired also, and hoisted
the black colors, but deemed it prudent to depart.

The next day after he left Anamaboa, the man at the
mast-head discovered a sail. Tt may be proper to inform
our readers, that, according to the laws of pirates, the man
who first discovers a vessel, is entitled to the best pair of
pistols in the ship, and such is the honor attached to these.
that a pair of them has been known to sell for thith:
pounds. >

: Davis pursued that vessel, which, being between him and
the shore, labored hard to run aground. Davis perceiving
this, got between her and the land, and fired a broadside at
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