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200 - THE LIFE OF CAPTAIN DAVIS.
■r-

her , when she immediately struck . She proved to be a
very rich prize , having on board the Governor of Acra,
with all his substance , going to Holland . There was in
money to the amount of fifteen thousand pounds , besides
a large quantity of merchant goods , and other valuable
articles.

Before they reached the Isle of Princes , the St . James
sprang a leak , so that the men and the valuable articles
were removed into Davis ’s own ship . When he came in
sight of the fort he hoisted English colors . The Portu¬
guese , seeing a large ship sailing towards the shore , sent a
sloop to discover her character and destination . Davis
informed them , that he was an English man - of-war , sent
out in search of some pirates which they had heard were
in this quarter . Upon this , he was piloted into the port,
and .anchored below the guns at the fort . The governor
was happy to have Englishmen in his harbor ; and to do
honor to Davis , sent down a file of musqueteers to escort
him into the fort , while Davis , the more to cover his design,
ordered nine men , according to the custom of the English,
to row him on shore.

Davis also took the opportunity of cleaning and prepar¬
ing all things for renewing his operations . He , however,
could not contentedly leave the fort, without receiving some
of the riches of the island . He formed a scheme to ac¬
complish his purpose , and communicated the same to his
men . His design was to make the governor a present of
a few negroes in return for his kindness ; then to invite
him , with a few of the principal men and friars belonging
to the island, to dine on board his ship , and secure them
all in irons , until each of them should give a large ransom.
They were accordingly invited , and very readily consented
to go : and deemed themselves honored by his attention,
all that were invited , would certainly have gone on board.
Fortunately however , for them , a negro , who was privy to
the horrible plan of Davis , swam on shore during the night,
and gave information of the danger to the governor.The governor occupied the whole night in strengthening
the defences and posting the men in the most advantageous
places . Soon after day-break , the pirates , with Captain
Davis at their head were discovered landing from the
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boats ; and quickly marched across tfie open space toward
the fort . A brisk fire was opened upon them from the fort,
which they returned in a spirited manner . At length , a
hand grenade , thrown from the wooden veranda of the fort
killed three of the pirates ; but several of the Portuguese
were killed . The veranda of the fort being of wood and
very dry , it was set fire to by the pirates . This was a
great advantage to the attacking party , who could now
distinguish those in the fort without their being so clearly
seen themselves ; but at this moment Captain Davis fell,
mortally wounded by a musket ball in his belly . The fall
of their chief , and the determined resistance of those in
the fort , checked the impetuosity of the assailants . They
hesitated ; and at last retreated , bearing away with them
their wounded commander . The Portuguese cheered , and
led on by the governor , now became the assailants . Still
the pirates ’ retreat was orderly ; they fired and retired
rank behind rank successively . They kept the Portuguese
at bay until they had arrived at the boats , when a charge
was made and a severe conflict ensued . But the pirates
had lost too many men ; and without their Captain , felt
dispirited . As they lifted Davis into the boat in his dying
agonies he fired his pistols at his pursuers . They now
pulled with all their might to escape from the muskets of
the Portuguese , who followed them along the banks of the
river, annoying them in their retreat to the vessel . And
those on board , who expected to hoist in treasure had to
receive naught but their wounded comrades and dead
commander.
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