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PREPARATIONS FOR ATTACKING THE MALAYS. 217

would not give her up, but that they were welcome to take
her if they could ; a fire was now opened upon the Friend-
ship by the vessels, her decks were crowded with Malays,
who promptly returned the fire, as did also the forts on
shore. This mode of warfare appeared undecisive, and it
was determined to decide the contest by a close action. A
number of boats being manned and armed with about
thirty officers and men, a movement was made to carry the
ship by boarding. The Malays did not wait the approach
of this determined attack, but all deserted the vessel to her
lawful owners, when she was taken possession of and
warped out into deep water. The appearance of the ship,
at the time she was boarded, beggars all description ; every
part of her bore ample testimony of the scene of violence
and destruction with which she had been visited. The ob-
Jects of the voyage were abandoned, and the Friendship
returned to the United States. The public were unani-
mous in calling for a redress of the unparalleled outrage on
the lives and property of citizens of the United States.
The government immediately adopted measures to punish
S0 outrageous an act of piracy by despatching the frigate
Potomac, Commodore Downs, Commander. The Potomac
salled from New York the 24th of August, 1831, after
touching at Rio Janeiro and the Cape of Good Hope. She
anchored off Quallah Battoo in February 1832, disguised
as a Danish ship, and came to in merchantman style, a
few men being sent aloft, dressed in red and blue flannel
shirts, and one sail being clewed up and furled at a time.
A reconnoitering party were sent on shore disguised as
pepper dealers, but they returned without being able to
ascertain the situations of the forts. The ship now prc-
sented a busy scene; it was determined to commence an
attack upon the town the next morning, and every neces-
sary preparation was accordingly made, muskets were
cleaned, cartridge-boxes buckled on, cutlasses examined
and put in order, &ec.

At twelve o’clock at night, all hands were called, those
assigned to take part in the expedition were muster:: |,
when Lieut. Shubrick, the commanderof the detachment,
gave them special orders; when they entered the bonts
and proceeded to the shore, where they effected a lan Ling
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218 HISTORY OF THE MALAY PIRATES.

near the dawn of day, amid a heavy surf, about a mile and
a half to the north of the town, undiscovered by the enemy,
and without any serious accident having befallen them,
though several of the party were thoroughly drenched by
the beating of the surf, and some of their ammunition was
injured.

The troops then formed and took up their line of march
against the enemy, over a beach of deep and heavy sand.
They had not proceeded far before they were discovered
by a native at a distance, who ran at full speed to give the
alarm. A rapid march soon brought them up with the first
port, when a division of men, under the command of
Lieut. Hoff, was detached from the main body, and ordered
to surround it. The first port was found difficult of ac-
cess, in consequence of a deep hedge of thorn-bushes and
brambles with which it was environed. The assault was
commenced by the pioneers, with their crows and axes,
breaking down the gates and forcing a passage. This was
attended with some difficulty, and gave the enemy time for
preparation. They raised their warwhoop, and resisted most
manfully, fighting with spears, sabres, and muskets. They
had also a few brass pieces in the port, but they managed
them with so little skill as to produce no effect, for the
balls uniformly whizzed over the heads of our men. The
resistance of the Malays was in vain, the fort was stormed,
gnc_i soon carried ; not, however, till almost every individual
mn it was slain.. Po Mahomet, a chief of much distinction,
and who was one of the principal persons concerned n
the outrage on the Friendship was here slain; the mother
of Chadoolah, another rajah, was also slain here ; another
woman fell at this port, but her rank was not ascertained ;
she fought with the spirit of a desperado. A seaman had
just scaled one of the ramparts, when he was severely
wounded by a blew received from a weapon in her hands,
but }wr life paid the forfeit of her daring, for she was Im i
mediately transfixed by a bayonet in the hands of the
person whom she had so severely injured. His head was
wounded by a javelin, his thumb nearly cut off by a sabre, |
and a ball was shot through his hat.

Lieutenants Edson and Ferret proceeded to the rear of
the town, and made a bold attack upon that port, which,
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DESTRUCTION OF THE MALAY FORTS. 219

after a spirited resistance on the part of the Malays, it sur-
rendered. Both officers and marines here narrowly es-

- caped with their lives. One of the natives in the fort had

trained his piece in such a manner as to rake their whole
body, when he was shot down by a marine while in the
very act of applying a match to it. The cannon was
afterwards found to have been filled with bullets. This
port, like the former, was environed with thick jungle, and
great difficulty had been experienced in entering it. The
engagement had now become general, and the alarm uni-
versal. Men, women and children were seen flying in
every direction, carrying the few articles they were able to
seize in the moments of peril, and some of the men were
cut down in the flight. Several of the enemy’s proas,
filled with people, were severely raked by a brisk fire from
the six pounder, as they were sailing up the river to the
south of the town, and numbers of the natives were killed.
The third and most formidable fort was now attacked, and
it proved the most formidable, and the co-operation of the
several divisions was required for its reduction; but se
spirited was the fire poured into it that it was soon obliged
to yield, and the next moment the American colors were
seen triumphantly waving over its battlements. The
greater part of the town was reduced to ashes. The ba-
zaar, the principal place of merchandize, and most of the
private dwellings were consumed by fire. The triumph
had now been completed over the Malays ; ample satisfac-
tion had been taken for their outrages committed upon
our own countrymen, and the bugle sounded the return of
the ship’s forces ; and the embarkation was soon after ef-
fected. The action had continued about two hours and a
half, and was gallantly sustained both by officers and men,
from its commencement to its close. The loss on the part
of the Malays was near a hundred killed, while of the
Americans only two lost their lives. Among the spoils
were a Chinese gong, a Koran, taken at Mahomet’s fort,
and several pieces of rich gold cloth. Many of the men
came off richly laden with spoils which they had taken
from the enemy, such as rajah’s scarfs, gold and silver
chunam boxes, chains, ear rings and finger rings, anklets
and bracelets, and a variety of shawls, krisses richly hilted
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