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DIVISION MADE OF THE DIAMONDS, 251

tions to prepare masts for the prize ; and they soon follow-
ed, carrying two thousand negroes in the Portuguese
vessel.

Madagascar is an island lurger than Great Britain, situ-
ated upon the eastern coast of Africa, abounding with all
sorts of provisions, such as oxen, goats, sheep, poultry, fish,
citrons, oranges, tamarinds, dates, cocoa-nuts, bananas,
wax, honey, rice, cotton, indigo, and all other fruits common
in that quarter of the globe; ebony, of which lances are
made, guns of several kinds, and many other valuable pro-
ductions. Here, in St. Augustine’s bay, the ships some-
times stop to take in water, when they make the inner pas-
sage to India, and do not intend to stop at Johanna.

When the Portuguese ship arrived here, they received
intelligence that the Ostender had taken advantage of an
hour when the men were intoxicated, had risen upon them,
ind carried the ship to Mozambique, from whence the
governor ordered her to Goa.

The pirates now divided their plunder, receiving forty-
two diamonds per man, or in smaller proportion according
to their magnitude. A foolish jocular fellow, who had
received a large diamond of the value of forty-two, was
highly displeased, and so went and broke it in pieces,
exclaiming, that he had many more shares than either of .
them. Some, contented with their treasure, and unwilling
to run the risk of losing what they possessed, and perhaps
their lives also, resolved to remain with their friends at
Madagascar, under the stipulation that the longest livers
should enjoy all the booty. The number of adventurers
being now lessened, they burned the Victory, cleaned the
Cassandra, and the remainder went on board her under the
command of Taylor, whom we must leave for a little
while, in order to give an account of the squadron which
arrived in India in 1721.

When the commodore arrived at the Cape, he received
& letter that had been written by the Governor of Pondi-
cherry to the Governor of Madras, informing him that the
pirates were strong in the Indian seas; that they had eleven
sall, and fifteen hundred men ; but adding, that many of
them retired about that time to Brazil and Guinea, while
others fortified themselves at Madagascar, Mauritius, Jo-
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252 ADVENTURES OF CAPTAIN ENGLAND.

hanna, and Mohilla; and that a crew under the command
of Condin, in a ship called the Dragon, had captured a
vessel with thirteen lacks of rupees on board, and having
divided their plunder, had taken up their residence with
their friends at Madagascar.

Upon receiving this intelligence, Commodore Matthews
sailed for these islands, as the most probable place of suc-
cess. He endeavored to prevail on England, at St. Mary’s,
to communicate to him what information he could give
respecting the pirates ; but England declined, thinking that
this would be almost to surrender at discretion. He then
took up the guns of the Jubilee sloop that were on board,
and the men-of-war made several cruises in search of the
pirates, but to no purpose. The squadron was then sent
down to Bombay, was saluted by the fort, and after these
exploits returned home.

The pirate, Captain Taylor, in the Cassandra, now fitted
up the Portuguese man-of-war, and resolved upon another
voyage to the Indies ; but, informed that four men-of-war
had been sent after the pirates in that quarter, he changed
his determination, and sailed for Africa. Arrived there,
they put in a place near the river Spirito Sancto, on the
coast of Monomotapa. As there was no correspondence
by land, nor any trade carried on by sea to this place, they
thought that it would afford a safe retreat. To their as-
tonishment, however, when they approached the shore, it
being in the dusk of the evening, they were accosted by
séveral shot. They immediately anchored, and n the
morning saw that the shot had come from a small fort of
six guns, which they attacked and destroyed. ‘

This small fort was erected by the Dutch East India
Company a few weeks before, and committed to the caré
of 150 men, the one half of whom had perished by sick-
ness or other causes. Upon their petition, sixteen of these
were admitted into the society of the pirates; and the rest
would also have beén received, had they not been Dutch-
men, to whom they had a rooted aversion.

In this place they continued during four months, refitting
their vessels, and amusing themselves with all manner ©
diversions, until the scarcity of their provisions awakened
them to industry and exertion. They, however, left several
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parcels of goods to the starving Dutchmen, which Mynheer
joyfully exchanged for provisions with the next vessel that
touched at that fort.

Leaving that place, they were divided in opinin what
course to steer ; some went on board the Portugue: e prize,
and, sailing for Madagascar, abandoned the pirate life ;
and others going on board the Cassandra, sailed for the
Spanish West Indies. The Mermaid man-of-war, return-
ing from a convoy, got near the pirates, and would have
attacked them, but a consultation being held, it was deemed
inexpedient, and thus the pirates escaped. A sloop was,
however, dispatched to Jamaica with the intelligence, and
the Lancaster was sent after them; but they were some
days too late, the pirates having, with all their riches, sur-
rendered to the Governor of Portobello.

22




	Seite 251
	Seite 252
	Seite 253

