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to pursue , in order to banish such an infamous miscreant
from their coasts , and to bring him to deserved punishment.
Convinced from long experience , that the governor himself,
to whom it belonged , would give no redress , they repre¬
sented the matter to the governor of Virginia , and entreated
that an armed force might be sent from the men -of-wui
lying there , either to take or to destroy those pirates who
infested their coast.

Upon this representation , the Governor of Virginia con¬
sulted with the captains of the two men - of-war as to the
best measures to be adopted . He was resolved that the
governor should hire two small vessels , which could pursue
Black Beard into all his inlets and creeks ; that they should
be manned from the men -of-war , and the command given
to Lieutenant Maynard , an experienced and resolute officer.
When all was ready for his departure , the governor called
an assembly , in which it was resolved to issue a proclama
tion , offering a great reward to any who , within a year,
should take or destroy any pirate.

Upon the 17th of November , 1717 , Maynard left James’s
river in quest of Black Beard , and on the evening of the
2lst came in sight of the pirate . This expedition was
fitted out with all possible expedition and secrecy , no boat
being permitted to pass that might convey any intelligence,
while care was taken to discover where the pirates were
lurking . His excellency the governor of Bermuda , and
his secretary , however , having obtained information of the
intended expedition , the latter wrote a letter to Black
Beard , intimating , that he had sent him four of his men,
who were all he could meet with in or about town , and so
bade him be upon his guard . These men were sent from
Bath -town to the place where Black Beard lay , about the
distance of twenty leagues.

The hardened and infatuated pirate , having been often
deceived by false intelligence , was the less attentive to this
information , nor was he convinced of its accuracy until he
saw the sloops sent to apprehend him . Though he had
then only twenty men on board , he prepared to give battle.
Lieutenant Maynard arrived with his sloops in the evening,
and anchored , as he could not venture , under cloud of
night , to go into the place where Black Beard lay. The
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latter spent the night in drinking with the master of a
trading - vessel , with the same indifference as if no danger
had been near . Nay , such was the desperate wickedness
of this villain , that , it is reported , during the carousals of
that night , one of his men asked him ,

“ In case any thing
should happen to hitn during the engagement with the two
sloops which were waiting to attack him in the morning,
whether his wife knew where he had buried his money f”
when he impiously replied ,

“ That nobody but himself and
the devil knew where it was , and the longest liver should
take all .

”
In the morning Maynard weighed , and sent his boat to

sound , which coming near the pirate , received her fire.
Maynard then hoisted royal colors , and made directly
towards Black Beard with every sail and oar . In a little
time the pirate ran aground , and so also did the king 's
vessels . Maynard lightened his vessel of the ballast and
water , and made towards Black Beard . Upon this he
hailed him in his own rude style ,

“ D—n you for villains,
who are you , and from whence come you ?” The lieuten¬
ant answered ,

“ You may see from our colors we are no
pirates .” Black Beard bade him send his boat on board,
that he might see who he was . But Maynard replied,
“ I cannot spare my boat , but I will come on board of you
as soon as I can with my sloop .” Upon this Black Beard
took a glass of liquor and drank to him , saying ,

“ I ’ll give
no quarter nor take any from you .

” Maynard replied,
“ He expected no quarter from him , nor should he give
him any .

”
During this dialogue the pirate ’s ship floated , and the

sloops were rowing with all expedition towards him . As
she came near , the pirate fired a broadside , charged with
all nanner of small shot , which killed or wounded twenty
men . Black Beard ’s ship in a little after fell broadside
to the shore ; one of the sloops called the Painger , also fell
astern . But Maynard finding that his own sloop had way,
and would soon be on board of Teach , ordered all his men
down , while himself and the man at the helm , whom he
commanded to lie concealed , were the only persons who
remained on deck . He at the same time desired them to
take their pistols , cutlasses , and swords , and be ready for
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action upon his call , and , for greater expedition , two
ladders were placed in the hatchway . When the king ’s
sloop boarded , the pirate ’s case -boxes , filled with powder,small shot , slugs, and pieces of lead and iron , with a quick-match in the mouth of them , were thrown into Maynard’s
sloop . Fortunately , however , the men being in the hold,
they did small injury on the present occasion , though they
are usually very destructive . Black Beard seeing few or
no hands upon deck , cried to his men that they were all
knocked on the head except three or four ;

“ and there¬
fore, ” said he ,

“ let us jump on board , and cut to piecesthose that are alive .
”

Upon this , during the smoke occasioned by one of these
case-boxes , Black Beard , with fourteen of his men , entered,
and were not perceived until the smoke was dispelled . The
signal was given to Maynard ’s men , who rushed up in an
instant . Black Beard and the lieutenant exchanged shots,
and the pirate was wounded ; they then engaged sword in
hand , until the sword of the lieutenant broke , but fortu¬
nately one of his men at that instant gave Black Beard a
terrible wound in the neck and throat . The most desperateand bloody conflict ensued :—Maynard with twelve men,and Black Beard with fourteen . The sea was dyed with
blood all around the vessel , and uncommon bravery was
displayed upon both sides . Though the pirate was
wounded by the first shot from Maynard , though he had
received twenty cuts , and as many shots , he fought with
desperate valor ; but at length , when in the act of cockinghis pistol, fell down dead . By this time eight of his men
had fallen , and the rest being wounded , cried out for
quarter , which was granted , as the ringleader was slain.
The other sloop also attacked the men who remained in
the pirate vessels , until they also cried out for quarter.And such was the desperation of Black Beard , that , havingsmall hope of escaping , he had placed a negro with a
match at the gun -powder door , to blow up the ship the
moment that he should have been boarded by the king ’s
men , in order to involve the whole in general ruin . That
destructive broadside at the commencement of the action,
which at first appeared so unlucky , was , however , the
means of their preservation from the intended destruction
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