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Black Beard’s Head on the end of the Bowsprit.
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Maynard severed the pirate ’s head from his body , sus¬
pended it upon his bowsprit -end , and sailed to Bath -town,
to obtain medical aid for his wounded men . In the pirate
sloop several letters and papers Were found , which Black
Beard would certainly have destroyed previous to the
engagement , had he not determined to blow her up upon
his being taken , which disclosed the whole villainy between
the honorable governor of Bermuda and his honest secretary
on the one hand , and the notorious pirate on the other,
who had now suffered the just punishment of his crimes.

Scarcely was Maynard returned to Bath -town , when he
boldly went and made free with the sixty hogsheads of
sugar in the possession of the governor , and the twenty in
that of his secretary.
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After his men had been healed at Bath -town , the lieuten
ant proceeded to Virginia , with the head of Black Beard
still suspended on his bowsprit -end , as a trophy of his
victory , to the great joy of all the inhabitants . The pris¬
oners were tried , condemned , and executed ; and thus all
the crew of that infernal miscreant , Black Beard , were
destroyed , except two . One of these was taken out of a
trading -vessel , only the day before the engagement , in
which he received no less than seventy wounds , of all which
he was cured . The other was Israel Hands , who was
master of the Queen Anne ’s Revenge ; he was taken at
Bath - town , being wounded in one of Black Beard ’s savage
humors . One night Black Beard , drinking in his cabin
with Hands , the pilot , and another man , without any pre¬
tence , took a small pair of pistols , and cocked them under
the table ; which being perceived by the man , he went on
deck , leaving the captain , Hands , and the pilot together.
When his pistols were prepared , he extinguished the can¬
dle , crossed his arms , and fired at his company . The one
pistol did no execution , but the other wounded Hands m
the knee . Interrogated concerning the meaning of this,
he answered with an imprecation ,

“ That if he did not now
and then kill one of them , they would forget who he was.
Hands was eventually tried and condemned , but as he was
about to be executed , a vessel arrived with a proclamation
prolonging the time of his Majesty ’s pardon , which Hands
pleading , he was saved from a violent and shameful death.

In the commonwealth of pirates , he who goes the greatest
length of wickedness , is looked upon with a kind of envy
amongst them , as a person of a most extraordinary gal¬
lantry ; he is therefore entitled to be distinguished by some
post , and , if such a one has but courage , he must certainly
be a great man . The hero of whom we are writing was
thoroughly accomplished in this way , and some of his
frolics of wickedness were as extravagant as if he aimed at
making his men believe he was a devil incarnate . Being
one day at sea , and a little flushed with drink ; “ Come,
said he ,

“ let us make a hell of our own , and try how long
we can bear it .” Accordingly he , with two or three others,
went down into the hold , and , closing up all the hatches,
filled several pots full of brimstone , and other combustible
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matter ; they then set it on fire , and so continued till they
were almost suffocated , when some of the men cried out
for air ; at length he opened the hatches , not a little pleased
that he had held out the longest.

Those of his crew who were taken alive , told a story
which may appear a little incredible . That once , upon a
cruise , they found out that they had a man on board more
than their crew ; such a one was seen several days amongst
them , sometimes below , and sometimes upon deck , yet no
man in the ship could give any account who he was , or
from whence he came ; but that he disappeared a little
before they were cast away in their great ship , and , it
seems , they verily believed it was the devil.

One would think these things should have induced them
to reform their lives ; but being so many reprobates to¬
gether , they encouraged and spirited one another up in
their wickedness , to which a continual course of drinking
did not a little contribute . In Black Beard ’s journal , which
was taken , there were several memoranda of the following
nature , all written with his own hand .—“ Such a day , rum
all out ;—our company somewhat sober ;—a d—d confusion
amongst us !—rogues a plotting ;—great talk of separation.
So I looked sharp for a prize ;—such a day took one , with
a great deal of liquor on board ; so kept the company hot,
d—d hot , then all things went well again . ”

We shall close the narrative of this extraordinary man ’s
life by an account of the cause why he was denominated
Black Beard . He derived this name from his long black
beard , which , like a frightful meteor , covered his whole
face, and terrified all America more than any comet that
had ever appeared . He was accustomed to twist it with
ribbon in small quantities , and turn them about his ears.
In time of action he wore a sling over his shoulders with
three brace of pistols . He stuck lighted matches under
his hat , which appeared on both sides of his face and eyes,
naturally fierce and wild , made him such a figure that the
human imagination cannot form a conception of a fury more
terrible and alarming ; and if he had the appearance and
look of a fury , his actions corresponded with that character.
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