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326 CAPTAIN CHARLES VANE.

over the bar, when Vane came within gun-shot of him, he
fired a broadside at his old friend, and so took his leave.

Yeates came into North Eddisto river, about ten leagues
to the southward of Charleston, and sent an express to
the governor, to know if he and his comrades might have
the benefit of his majesty’s pardon ; promising that, if they
might, they would surrender themselves to his mercy, with
the sloops and negroes. Their request being granted, they
all came up, and received certificates ; and Captain Thomp-
son, from whom the negroes were taken, had them all re-
stored to him, for the use of his owners.

Vane cruised some time off the bar, in hopes to catch
Yeates at his coming out again, but therein he was disap-
pointed ; however, he there took two ships from Charles-
ton, which were bound home to England. It happened
just at this time, that two sloops well manned and armed,
were equipped to go after a pirate, which the governor of
South Carolina was informed lay then in Cape Fear river
cleaning : but Colonel Rhet, who commanded the sloops,
meeting with one of the ships that Vane had plundered,
going back over the bar for such necessaries as had been
taken from her, and she giving the Colonel an account of
being taken by the pirate Vane, and also, that some of her
men, while they were prisoners on board of him, had heard
the pirates say they should clean in one of the rivers to the
southward, he altered his first design, and instead of stand-
ing to the northward, in pursuit of the pirate in Cape Fear
river, turned to the southward after Vane, who had ordered
such reports to be given out, on purpose to put any force
that should come after him upon a wrong scent ; for he
stood away to the northward, so that the pursuit proved to
be of no effect. Colonel Rhet’s speaking with this ship
was the most unlucky thing that could have happened, be-
cause it turned him out of the road which, in all [mea‘
bility, would have brought him into the company of Vane,
as well as of the pirate he went after, and so they might
have been both destroyed ; whereas, by the Colonel’s goiig
a different way, he not only lost the opportunity of meetng
with one, but if the other had not been infatuated, and 13_”1
six weeks together at Cape Fear, he would have missed him
likewise ; however, the Colonel having searched the 11vers
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VANE FALLS IN WITH BLACK BEARD. 327

and inlets, as directed, for several days without success, at
length sailed in prosecution of his first design, and met
with the pirate accordingly, whom he fought and took.

Captain Vane went into an inlet to the northward, where
he met with Captain Teach, otherwise Black Beard,-whom
he saluted (when he found who he was) with his great
guns loaded with shot: it being the cusiom among pi-
rates when they meet, to do so, though they are wide of
one another : Black Beard answered the salute in the same
manner, and mutual civilities passed between them some
days, when, about the beginning of October, Vane took
leave, and sailed farther to the northward.

On the 23d of October, off Long Island, he took a small
brigantine bound from Jamaica to Salem in New England,
besides a little sloop: they rifled the brigantine, and sent
her away. From thence they resolved on a cruise between
Cape Meise and Cape Nicholas, where they spent some
time without seeing or speaking with any vessel, till the
latter end of November; they then fell in with a ship,
which it was expected would have struck as soon as their
black colors were hoisted ; but instead of this she dis-
charged a broadside upon the pirate, and hoisted French
colors, which showed her to be a French man-of-war. Vane
desired to have nothing more to say to her, but trimmed
his sails, and stood away from the Frenchman ; however,
Monsieur having a mind to be better informed who he was,
set all his sails and crowded after him. During this chase
the pirates were divided in their resolution what to do:
Vane, the captain, was for making off as fast as he could,
alleging that the man-of-war was too strong for them to
cope with ; but one John Rackam, their quarter-master, and
who was a kind of check upon the captain, rose up in de-
fence of a contrary opinion, saying, * that though she had
more guns, and a greater weight of metal, they might board
her, and then the best boys would carry the day.” Rackam
was well seconded, and the majority was for boarding ; but
Vane urged, “ that it was too rash and desperate an enter-
prise, the man-of-war appearing to be twice their force,
and that their brigantine might be sunk by her before they
could reach to board her. The mate, one Robert Deal,
was of Vane's opinion, as were about fifteen more, and all
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