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VANE FALLS IN WITH BLACK BEARD. 327

and inlets, as directed, for several days without success, at
length sailed in prosecution of his first design, and met
with the pirate accordingly, whom he fought and took.

Captain Vane went into an inlet to the northward, where
he met with Captain Teach, otherwise Black Beard,-whom
he saluted (when he found who he was) with his great
guns loaded with shot: it being the cusiom among pi-
rates when they meet, to do so, though they are wide of
one another : Black Beard answered the salute in the same
manner, and mutual civilities passed between them some
days, when, about the beginning of October, Vane took
leave, and sailed farther to the northward.

On the 23d of October, off Long Island, he took a small
brigantine bound from Jamaica to Salem in New England,
besides a little sloop: they rifled the brigantine, and sent
her away. From thence they resolved on a cruise between
Cape Meise and Cape Nicholas, where they spent some
time without seeing or speaking with any vessel, till the
latter end of November; they then fell in with a ship,
which it was expected would have struck as soon as their
black colors were hoisted ; but instead of this she dis-
charged a broadside upon the pirate, and hoisted French
colors, which showed her to be a French man-of-war. Vane
desired to have nothing more to say to her, but trimmed
his sails, and stood away from the Frenchman ; however,
Monsieur having a mind to be better informed who he was,
set all his sails and crowded after him. During this chase
the pirates were divided in their resolution what to do:
Vane, the captain, was for making off as fast as he could,
alleging that the man-of-war was too strong for them to
cope with ; but one John Rackam, their quarter-master, and
who was a kind of check upon the captain, rose up in de-
fence of a contrary opinion, saying, * that though she had
more guns, and a greater weight of metal, they might board
her, and then the best boys would carry the day.” Rackam
was well seconded, and the majority was for boarding ; but
Vane urged, “ that it was too rash and desperate an enter-
prise, the man-of-war appearing to be twice their force,
and that their brigantine might be sunk by her before they
could reach to board her. The mate, one Robert Deal,
was of Vane's opinion, as were about fifteen more, and all
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CAPTAIN CHARLES VANE.
the rest joined with Rackam the quarter-master. At length
the captain made use of his power to determine this dispute,
which in these cases is absolute and uncontrollable, by
their own laws, viz. the captain’s absolute right of deter-
mining in all questions concerning fighting, chasing, or
being chased ; in all other matters whatsoever the captain
being governed by a majority ; so the brigantine having
the heels, as they term 1it, of the Frenchman, she came
clear off.

But the next day, the captain’s conduct was obliged to
stand the test of a vote, and a resolution passed against his
honor and dignity, which branded him with the name of
coward, deposed him from the command, and turned him
out of the company with marks of infamy ; and with him
went all those who did not vote for boarding the French
man-of-war. They had with them a small sloop that had
been taken by them some time before, which they gave to
Vane and the discarded members : and that they might be
in a condition to provide for themselves by their own honest
endeavors, they let them have a sufficient quantity of pro-
visions and ammunition.

John Rackam was voted captain of the brigantine in
Vane’s room, and he proceeded towards the Carribbee
Islands, where we must leave him, till we have finished our
history of Charles Vane.

The sloop sailed for the bay of Honduras, and Vane and
his crew put her in as good a condition as they could by
the way, that they might follow their old trade. They
cruised two or three days off the north-west part of Jamai-
ca, and took a sloop and two perriaguas, all the men of which
entered with them : the sloop they kept, and Robert Deal
was appointed captain.

On the 16th of December, the two sloops came into the
bay, where they found only one vessel at anchor. She was
called the Pearl of Jamaica, and got under sail at the sight
of them; but the pirate sloops coming near Rowland, and
showing no colors, he gave them a gun or two, whereupon
they hoisted the black flag, and fired three guns each at
the Pearl. She struck, and the pirates took possession,
and carried her away to a small island called Barnacho,
where they cleaned. By the way they met with a sloop
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rom Jamaica, as she was going down to the bay, which
hey also took:

In February, Vane sailed from Barnacho, for a cruise;
but, some days alter he was out, a violent tornado overtook
him, which separated him from his consort, and, after two
days’ distress, threw his sloop upon a small uninhabited
island, near' the bay of Honduras, where she staved to
pieces, and most of her men were drowned: Vane him-
self was saved, but reduced to great straits for want of ne-
cessaries, having no opportunity to get any thing from the
wreck. He lived here some weeks, and was supported
chiefly by fishermen, who frequented the island with small
crafts from the main, to catch turtles and other fish.
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Vane arrested by Coptain Holford.

While Vane was upon this island, a ship put in there
from Jamaica for water, the captain of which, one Holford,

an old buccaneer, happened to be Vane’s acquaintance.
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