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382 ADVENTURES AND EXECUTION OF CAPT. RACKAM.

sons ; they were armed with muskets and cutlasses, but

what was their real design in so doing we will not pretend

to say. They had no sooner laid down their arms and !
taken up their pipes, than Barnet’s sloop, which was in
pursuit of Rackam’s, came in sight.

The pirates, finding she stood directly towards them,
feared the event, and weighed their anchor, which they had
but lately let go, and stood off. Captain Barnet gave them
chase, and, having advantage of little breezes of wind
which blew qff the land, came up with her, and brought
her into Port Royal, in Jamaica.

About a fortnight after the prisoners were brought
ashore, viz. November 16, 1720, Captain Rackam and eight
of his men were condemned and executed. Captain
Rackam and two others were hung in chains.

But what was very surprising, was the conviction of the
nine men that came aboard the sloop on the same day she
was taken. They were tried at an adjournment of the
court on the 24th of January, the magistracy waiting all
that time, it is supposed, for evidence to prove the piratical
intention of going aboard the said sloop ; for it seems there
was no act of piracy committed by them, as appeared by
the witnesses against them, two Frenchmen, taken by
Rackam off the island of ‘Hispaniola, who merely deposed
that the prisoners came on board without any compulsion.

The court considered the prisoners’ cases, and the ma-
jority of the commissioners being of opinion that they were
all guilty of the piracy and felony they were charged with,
viz. the'going over with a piratical intent to John Rackam,
dec. then notorious pirates, and by them known to be so,
they all received sentence of death, and were executed ‘on
the 17th of Februaryat Gallows Point at Port Royal.
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