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MARY’S OPINON OF PIRACY. 389

of being hanged. She replied, that, ¢ As to hanging, she
thought it no {rrcat hardship, for were it not for that every
cowardly fellow would turn pirate, and so infest the seas;
and men of courage would starve. That if it was put to
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y Read Killing her antagonist.

her choice, she would not have the punishment less than
death, the fear of which kept some dastardly rogues honest ;
that many of those who are now cheating the widows an(l
orphans, and oppressing their poor neighbors who have no
money to obtain justice, huuﬁtl then rob at sea, and the
ocean would be as Llu.hlf‘il with rogues as the land: so
that no m{u_.i..ma would venture uui and the trade in a
little time would not be \101131 fulluumﬂ‘

Being u'}.u L.|J.l:l | at the time of her trial, her execution
was delayed ; and it is probable that she would have found
favor, but in the mean time she fell sick and died.

Mary Read was of a ~eTmu;' and robust constitution, ca-
pable of « .LI 1l Ing 111L ch exertion and fatigue. She was
vain and bold in her 1Spos sition, but susceptible of the ten-
derest emotions, and ul the most me Iting affections. Her

conduct was generally <m seted by virtuous principles, while
})
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390 ADVENTURES AND HEROISM OF MARY READ,

at the same time, she was violent in her attachments.
Though she was inadvertently drawn into that dishonora-
ble mode of life which has stained her character, and given
her a place among the criminals noticed in this work, yet
she possessed a rectitude of principle and of conduct, far
superior to many who have not been exposed to such
temptations to swerve from the path of female virtue and
honor.
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