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THE VALLEY LAY SMILING BEFORE ME.
THE SONG OF O'RUARK, PRINCE OF BREFFNI.*
(AR—Tne PrErey Gmmu MiLEmNe HER COW.)

Aecording to the feeling of each verse.
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I left her be-

* Thes are founded upon an event of most melancholy importance to Ireland ; if, as we are told by our Irish historians, it
gave England the first opportunity of profiting by our divisions and subduing us. The following are the circumstances as related by
{'Halloran :—* The King of Leinster had long conceived a violent affection for Dearbhorgil, daughter to the King of Meath, and though
she had been for some time married to 0'Ruark, Prince of Brefini, yet could it not restrain his passion. They carried on a private corre-
spondence, and she informed him that O'Ruark intended soon to go on a pilgrimage (an act of piety frequent in those days), and conjured
him to embrace that opportunity of conveying her from & husband she detested to a lover she adored. Mae Murchad too punctuslly
obeyed the summons, and had the lady conveyed to his capital of Ferns,”—The monarch Roderic espoused the canse of O'Rnark, while
Mae Murchad fled to England, and obtained the assistance of Henry I1.

- Buch,

adds Giraldus Cambrensi (as 1 find hin in an old translation), *is the variable and fickle nature of woman, by whom all
mischiefs in the world (for the most part) do happen and come, as may appear by Mareus Antoninus, and by the destruction of Troy.”
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_]uy of my mind. I look'd forthe lamp, whichshe told me Should
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shine when he‘ pil - grim re - turn’d, But, tho’ dark-ness be - gan to in -
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lamp from the




— m—

——

" —

TeeE VALLEY LAY SMILING BEFORE ME. 259

8EcoND VERSE.
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I flew to  her cham- ber—'twas lone - ly
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dead ! Ah, would i6 were death, and death on - ly! But no— the young
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false one had fled. And there hungthe lute, that could soft - en My
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ve - ry worst pains in- to bliss, While the hand, that had wak'd it so
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There was a time, fals - est of wo-men! When Breff-ni’s good sword would have
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slaugh-ter, Thy coun - try shall bieed for thy shame.
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E-- iy, On theirs is the mx oN and GUILT.
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,\ With lightness, and in moderate time.
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- Oh! had we some bright lit-tle Isle of our own, In a blue summer
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