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A Country House

LE BASSIN DE BACCHUS

COUNTRY HOU!
BAILLIE SCOTT.

BY: M. H:

Ir one examines the average modern
house, it will be found to consist of a series
of rectangular boxes—* reception rooms” as they
are generally called. There i1s the dining-room,
drawing-room, and so forth, and when the house is
small these rooms are correspondingly decreased
till the minimum of size and maximum of dis-
comfort are reached, and one contemplates at last
the common spectacle of a large family crowded
into a small room which is already filled to
overflowing with unnece
furniture.

A logical expression of this habit would

ssary’ and  inco

gruous

necessarily assume, one would think, a dominant
note in the plan—a central hall—or living
room, which one would like to make as large

and airy as funds permit, with plenty of floor

space. One would like to add a great ingle fire-
place with seats wide and low, and, for the rest,

farnish it not for effect, but with only those few

things which are really necessary, each piece of
furniture being the expression of a real and
substantial need, and as serviceable and simple in
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its way as the bag of tools of the workman who
made it.

As for decoration and pattern—if we have no
artist at our disposal we can afford to dispense with
2 post
and walls each doing their appointed task.

all that, and, instead, be content to se beams

There is no necessity, artistic or practical, to
obscure these real and fundamental things with a
superficial veneer of plaster and paint, and to crown
all with a wall paper with an impossible name and
frieze to match. If construction and constructive

features are good enough decoration for our
cathedrals and churches, surely they are good
enough for our homes, and bricks, timber, and

plain white-washed spaces may well replace

1 and fantastic features which
constitute what we now dignify by the title of
“decoration.”

much of the fool

Having arrived at the central idea of a hall or
living-room as the keynote of a home, it follows
naturally that one must group round this the
various other rooms which may be required by

the family, and these may be regarded as mere

appendages and dependencies of the hall, not
pretending to compete with it as rooms, but rather

becoming merely

sses, each specially modified
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for its particular function in the domestic economy.

Some of these may indeed be left
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were,

He

his particular rooms.
i be jovially

therefore

decides to

Jacobean in his

dining-room,

nothing if not French in his d
ing-room, while when he smokes
he will be Oriental, and modern
only when he sleeps.

He is cheerfully oblivious of
the fact that
which he attempts to reproduce
in

each of these styles

the confines of his suburban
villa were the outward expression
of the soul or spirit of the time

which

produced them, and t
the reasonableness and fitness of
each phase depended on the true
relation between PHE BOV

which existed

these outward things and the peop

who created and lived amongst

them. He does not know that Louis Quinze,

for instance, was the true symbol of a certain

phase of French soci which finds no parallel

in the frequenters of the suburban drawing-room
of to-day.

he home illus-

Resuming the consideration of

trated, ¢ in from the the next

tures to be considered will be the an ' at one

end and the children’s room at the other.

M. H. BAILLIE 5CK

The forn

s double doors, is entirely

cut off from the hall, and is fitted up with writing

table and book shelves, as shown in the sketch.

The children’s room has a porch to the rden,

and 1s also almost complet isolated from the
hall. The importance of the consideration of
' has cady | msisted on in a

;.\ru\'inu.-.' article in THE StUuDI1o.

It will be noted in this ce ction that vis

may be shown into the
‘ bower ” or
without  dist
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the route of the

servants to

e front door,
1
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obvious adapt
ability of the hall to festive
The :
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idea of the

its uped  dependencies

here exactly meets the re-
quirements of the case, and
one need not hesitate as to
the

drawi

whether

TOOm
or the dining-room ca

pet

should be taken up for

dancing, and one need not
o

deplore the general dis-
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org ation of furniture which such a function

generally imp

29,
Nowadays, when the

cult of simph

city has been

bedroom is

taken up to such fell purpose, the
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A Dutch Efcher
In a general consideration of the plan it must be
borne in mind that it is designed under distinct
restrictions as to (.'.\l:-L'mJEll'.rr. It is in no sense a
“fancy " house, but represents a serious attempt
to meet the requirements of those who wish to
escape from the thraldom of suburban existence,
and for whom “eligible freehold residences ” have
no charms. The average man, it is true, does not
ask as yet for other than these, and he would no
more recognise the unconventionally planned house
than he would set out to catch his morning train
without his regulation garb and paper.
In an age which caters to the wvulgar, which
plays to the gallery in all its performances, which
floods him with cheap and trashy periodic:
tickles his ear with popular music, and when every
i)('-Hﬁﬂ:‘lL- \'.‘lrie':[}' of t:l1|;lt‘|-i is Ell;:pnrh'tf En) an eager
mob of willing dupes, the poor man who happens
to have achieved some cultivation, some love for
the beautiful in his surroundings, finds himself
severely alone. In despair, he has to live in some AT THE DOOR OF A MO :
villa built by ignorance for the ignorant, and he FROM AN ETCHING BY M. BAUER
breaks his heart in vain attempts to cloak its horrors.

And so one stll has hopes that
amongst the thousands of those who
dwell in the suburbs there are at
least a few who have suffered much
from their surroundings, and it is to
such one looks for sympathy, with
ideas much at variance with those of
the average modern mind as ex

:ssed in the houses of to-day.

M. H. B. §.
DUTCH ETCHER:
M. BAUER. BY
ARTHUR TOMSON.

Mgr., Baver is a Dutchman Dutch
by birth, traini and in his art
to the very backbone a Dutchman.
He received his artistic education
at the Hague ; and from the first he
has in divers ways qualified himsell
for what is the work of his life. He
would show us the Orient as we
who love our ““Arabian Nights” wish
to see it portrayed, and that he has
certainly done. All the sentiment,
the feeling of expectancy aroused
by those wonderful stories is con-

fIN THE BAZAAR™ FROM AN ETCHING BY M. BAUER veyed to us in lus pictures. When
38
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