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De vita Conftantini Liber 1.

433

maligni demonis invidia bofii§ ctnni-
businfefta. Sed neque tyrannusqui al-
teram partem otbis Romani domina-
tione fua opprimebat , id ferendsm pu-
tavit. Quiclmresfias profpero carfii
ferrividerer: tantiquePrincipis affini=
tate effer honoratus; religiofi quidem
Imperatoris exemplum (equineglexic:
impiorum verd inflituta arque impro-
bos mores ftuduit imirati, Et quorum
miferabilemyvitg exitumuis ipfe oculis
conipexifler, eorum confilia fequi ma-
luit,quaminamicitia & concordia cum
coquipraftantior eratac potior , per-
manere.
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Ouomods Lecinins Conflantine infidvatse fit.

B Ellum igitur inexpiabile homini
bene defe merito inrulit; nec ami-
Citie jura, nec Sacramentorum religio-
nem, nec generis neceflitudinem , nec
feederainmemmoriam revocans. Nam
Conftantinus quidemutpote benignif-
[Imusl’rinceps,qu& fincere benevolen-
tie certiflimum ei argumentum darer,
patern ftirpis nobilitarem, & Impera-
torii Jam inde 4 majorib® generis {plen-
doreniei communicaverar, forore fia
in matrimonium data:roritique Impe-
rii Romani confortio cundem frui per-
miferat. Licinius verd plane his contra-
ria animo volvens;adverf{us praftantio-
remoccultis artibus graffabarur ; varia
fubinde infidiarum genera commini-
{cens ,ucbene meritum malis remune-
raretur.  Ac principio qudem amici-
tiam fimulans, dolo ac fraude cunétaa-
gebars {perans fore ur confiliafia late-
rent. Verlim Deus infidias qua clancu-
lo ftroebantur, famulo (uo derexit, At
Liciniusin primis conatibus deprehen-
fus, ad fecundas fraudes fe contulic 5
nuneamicitiz fidem pretendens; nunc
feederumac Sacramentorum religione
fidem fibi concilians:deinde pacta con-
venta repente violans, rurfufque per
Legatos veniam pofeens : ac denud
mendaciis feedeilludens. Tandemve-
ro bellum palam indixit, 8 defperara
mentis audacia incitatus , adverius
Denm ipfum cujuscultui Imperatorem
Conftantinum deditum efle cognove-

rat, armadeinceps ferre inflituir.
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