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Catherine of Siena often uses an analogical approach to discuss the nature and attributes
of God. She employs nuptial imagery to describe the mystical union between God (the
bridegroom) and the human soul (the bride). She draws from nature to express what is
ineffable in God. Oceanic images point to divine providence: “You [God] are a peaceful sea
in which the soul feeds and is nourished as she rests in you in love’s affection and union
by conforming her will with your high eternal will, which wants nothing other than to make
us  holy”  (Prayers  2).  Fire  imagery  evokes  the  eternity  of  God:  “You  are  a  fire  always
burning. Yet, though you always consume all that the soul possesses apart from you, you
never  consume the things that  are pleasing to  you.  Burn with  the fire of  your  Spirit  and
consume, root out from the bottom up, every fleshly love and affection from the hearts of
the  new  plants  you  have  kindly  seen  fit  to  set  into  the  mystic  body  of  holy  Church”
(Prayers 7). The divine attributes are revealed by mystical, analogical evocation rather
than by abstract definition.
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