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Following Chateaubriand’s social apologetics for Catholicism, Mme Swetchine argues that
Christianity is the principal motor of progress in civilization. It exerts its formative social
influence indirectly through the moral illumination and conversion it operates on the
individual human conscience: “Christianity has transformed the world by transforming the
conscience. This occurs in the human heart; it penetrates the heart’s most hidden folds. It
only tries to save souls, but by an admirable chain of events and in an indirect but
infallible way, what it brings about in the individual overflows on the entire society” (1875:
228). Christianity’s struggle against the evils of pride and covetousness fostered society’s
welfare programs for the poor. The abolition of slavery flowed from the gospel’s sense of
charity and human dignity. The philanthropy of the eighteenth-century philosophes is
drawn from Christian sources, despite their avowed anti-Christian positions. Like other
catholiques libéraux of the period, Swetchine argues that Christianity cannot be identified
with any particular political regime; it can co-exist with monarchy, aristocracy, or
democracy. Its political influence must remain an indirect moral one.

Primary Sources:

Swetchine, Anne Sophie 1875. De la vérité du christianisme, in Madame Swetchine: sa vie
et ses oeuvres, Falloux, Alfred de (ed), 2 vols. Paris: Didier et Cie, 1l: 219-329 [A
digital version of the text is available at the Projet Gallica page of the website of the
Bibliotheque nationale de France.]

Swetchine, Anne Sophie 1868. The Writings of Madame Swetchine; Preston, Harriet W.
(trans). Boston: Roberts.

https://hwps.de/ecc/
1/2


https://hwps.de/ecc/

Secondary Sources:

Drozdek, Adam 2011. Madame Swetchine and her Faith, in Roczniki Historii Kosciola, 3
(58), 39-57.

Martinoir, Francine de 2011. Madame Swetchine ou Le ciel d’ici. Paris: Cerf.

Keywords:

civilization, conscience, philanthropy, politics, progress, regime

https://hwps.de/ecc/
2/2


https://hwps.de/ecc/

