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Abstract 

 

This doctoral thesis analyses the importance of cooperations and networks for the 

dynamic competitiveness of enterprises and organisations and for the improvement of 

quality in the health care market. The commitment to cooperation and networks is 

important not only for the management of enterprises and organisations in the health 

care market but also for regional policy. In the health care market the development of 

cooperations and networks is influenced by the government. An empirical study of the 

administrative region of Ostwestfalen-Lippe examines the present development of 

cooperation and networks. In this administrative region the health care market is an 

important sector, and the study clearly shows need for action. Recommendations for 

the region are illustrated by a dynamic model. This model comprises sequences of 

periods relating to cooperation and networks. It can support enterprises and 

organisations in the health care market with strategic and specific advice. The thesis 

concludes with examples of innovative networks in the region of Ostwestfalen-Lippe 

as useful guideposts. 

 


